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place with a ftranger, would have been but a.

poor compliment paid to my fortitude, and be-

trayed fufpicions which I thought prudent to

conceal. But indeed there was little caufe for

either fufpicion or alarm, A. behaviour mor&

diftant and refpedful I could. not have wifhed

for from my companion ; who, during a pretty,

long walk homewards, informed me that he-

had but jnft arrived from Paris at his uncle’s,^

Mr Beaumarche ; that his ftay would be only

for a few weeks during which time he hoped-

that the happy circumftance which had- pro-f

cured him fo unexpe<3:ed an interview, would

be the means of producing a further acquaint-

ance. I made no fecret of my family and.

place of abode j and, before parting, afliired

him, that, after a proper introdu£fion, I made

no doubt of my father’s r readinefs to fhew

ftranger every attention in his power during,

his refidence in our neighbourhood. This I.

faid without hefitation j from a wilh to return,

a civil anfwer, and from* a convidlion that the

intro-
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iotroduiSliIon I mentioned would be attended

T)i^ith obftruftions not eafily removed.
r

I HAVE been the more circumftantial In re-

lating thefe particulars (faid Madame Bellan-

ger),‘ as they open ‘a door to the moft material

parts of my hiftory. The young gentleman,

whom I am about to introduce to your ac-

quaintance, was -nephew to Monfieur Beau-

marche, our near neighbour j who, of all men,

was the moft obnoxious to my father. A num-

ber of difcordant circumftances, from the near

vicinity of their properties, had for feveral

years raifed a kind of barrier between every

foclal and neighbourly intercourfe ; which the

opulence of the one, and the family confe-

quence of the other, mutually tended to

ftrengthen and increafe. The Count, my fa-

ther, with all his virtues, poflelTed that proud

dignity which a confcloufnefs of his birth and

anceftry had implanted in his mind. His

neighbour, on the contrary, had been bred a

planter ; had gone, at an early period, to the

Weft
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Weft Indies ; where, having accumulated a

large fortune, and left the management of his

concerns abroad to a younger brother, had for

fome years been in Europe, in pofleffion of the

property adjoining to my father’s eftate. Mon-

fieur Beaumarche, altho’ deftitute of thofe enga-

ging manners and elegant attra£Hons which con-

illtute the polite gentleman, and mark the man
of faftiion, was neverthelefs poflefled of many

excellent qualities. Endowed with plain ftrong

mafcuhne fenfe, he defpifed the frippery of po-

lilhed exterior; pofiefled of eafe, affluence, and

a liberal mind, he laughed at the unfubftantial

fliadows of title and ancejiry

;

and contented

hirafelf with a candid blunt demeanour to all

men, however elevated or fplendid their fta-

tion. It may therefore be eafily conceived,

that two perfons, fo nearly fituated, and fo very

oppofite in their fentiments and manners, could

hardly alFimulate. The very firft interview

produced impreffions highly repulfive to' each;

which finally ended in a total eftrangement

M and
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and mutual contempt. Itwas this fituatlon of af-

fairs which induced me to fuppofe, that every at-

•tempt to procure an introdudfion to the nephew

of a man fo difagreeable to my father would

prove abortive •, nor was I miftaken in my opi-

nion. A week had elapfed without my having

heard any thing of young Beaumarche *, when

early one morning my maid brought me a letter,

which fhe faid had been delivered by an un-

known fervant, who rode off immediately, faying

it required no anfwer. On opening it, I found

it was from my elegant Intruder ;
regretting^

in the moft difconfolate terras, the mifunder-

ftanding which fo effedlually precluded him

from vifiting me at my father’s houfe j
and

eagerly intreating another interview that even-

ing in the fame place ;
where, to ufe his owm

words, he had lately been bleli'ed with my fo-

ciety. A fhort ftruggle between prudence and

inclination foon gave way to the latter. I had

indeed, ever fince my interview with this young

ftranger, experienced a reftlefs inquietude of

mind,
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DfiinJ, till then unknown to me. My daily

and my nightly thoughts ftill turned on the

pleafant picture I had lately feen ; and even the

certainty of the obftacles which obflructed our

acquaintance, only ferved to quicken the ar-

dour of once more feeing and converfing with

a perfon who had prepoflefled me fo much in

his favour. Secrecy and circumfpedlion, how-

ever, were indifpenfable. I knew my father’s

fcntiments and temper too well to doubt of

feverity if deteded ; but as my cpnftant even-

ing excurfions had in a manner fan£fioned my

abfence, I was not without hopes that the in-

terview requefted might be granted with per-

fect fafety.

On repairing to the place appointed (which,

was the fcene of our firfl interview), I found

young Beaumardie waiting anxioufly for my
arrival. His appearance, although ftill more

engaging if pofiible than formely, was, how-

ever, attended with a change of look and man-

ner which ftruck me forcibly. In fpite of an

2 aftumed
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aflumed cheerful nefs, it was evident that feme-

thing had afFe<fl;ed his mind fince we laft part-

ed. A melancholy hung over him, which ob-

feured, while it foftened,. the brilliancy of that

vivacity which lately, brightened his afpeci : a-

penfive thoughtfulnefs accompanied every word-

and adfion, which, while it interefled the frel-

ings, gave an additional influence to all he faid.

When arrived at our favourite grotto, and feat-

ed with all die former beauties of object around

us, he entreated I would once more favour him

with a repetition of the mufical air which at firfl

attra£l:ed him, and had been the happy means

of producing our acquaintance. “ It has dwelt

on my mind and vibrated on my ear (faid he,

with a figh) ever fince I heard it!—it has been

my companion by day and by night, and has

occafioned fenfations which it were in vain

for me to deferibe.” But I fliall not tire you'

(faid INladame Bellanger) wdtb a converfatiou

which would be infipid to you, although at the-

time particularly intcrefling to me. I flialh

only, for connection’s fake, mention briefly

w'hat
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"A hat pafleci relative to his fituatioii in life,-

his future profpe£ls,. and immediate engage-

ments ; all which he mentioned with an un-

premeditated iincerity, which deftroyed every-

iiifpicion, and w’ich a pathos and paflion which-

left Jafling impreirions beliind.

Ills father, as I before obferved, had, orv

the departure of his elder brother from Gua-

daloupe, been left foie manager of his proper-

ly in that ifland ; in which property he was-’

jointly concerned. Having acquired an eafy.

independency, and having no child but one fon

to inherit his fortune, he was defirous of giving

him an education fi^ited to his rank and expec-

tations in life : for wdiieh purpofe, he had, about

five years ago, fent him home to receive all the

advantages of the metropolis, and to improve

himfelf by travel. Young Beaumarcbe had but

juft fmiflied a two years tour through France,

Spain, and Italy *, and having arrived at an age

which requires fome eligible and permanent

eftabliftiment, his father had preflingly written

M 3 for:
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for his return, which was finally fixed at the

diftance of only a few weeks. “It is this

fhort period (faid he), Mademolfelle de V-—

—

which has induced me to ufe every method in

my power to obtain an introdu6lion to your

family ; and which having failed to procure,

impelled me to folicit this interview, for which

obliging condefcendence, on your part, I have

not words to exprefs my gratitude. AH I have

to requeft is, that fince our acquaintance has

been brought about by fo unforefeen, and to

me fo fortunate^an accident ; fince k; has al-

ready yielded me fo much pleafute, and fince

it is to be of fuch Ihort duration—let me en-

treat that it may not be interrupted. Do not,'

Mademoifelle (faid he, taking my hand in the

moll expreffive, yet fubmiffive manner), do not

deprive me of the happinefe of feeing you dai-

ly, and enjoying the innocent luxury of yoUr

converfation, during my Ihort refidence in this

country ! I know this is a favour I have no

title to expert. I am a» entire ftranger to you i

5nd the unhappy mifunderftanding fubfifting

between
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between the Count your father and my uncle,

perhaps may induce you to fhun the fociety of fo

near a connefHon. The lail idea I cannot pre-

vail on myfelf to eutertain, as it is an injury

at once offered to your gootinefs and your un-

derftanding. As to the firfl; oblfacle, I am hope-

fid it will foon 'be removed. I Jiave been made

to linderftand, that 1 ah intimacy and epifto-

hry correfpondence fubfift between you and

my particular friend Madame . To her

I have already written ; and I flatter rnyfe]:^-

that by to-morrow morning you will receive,

from under her own hand, fuch intelligence

relative to me and ray family as will not dijf.

pleafe you.’*

Were it not for a little prudery, in other

words infincerityy we women,- Madame Pen-

guin, in ail likelihood,, would fuccced lefs with

the men, and become .ftill greatef dupes to

flattery and deceit. Although nothing' could

, have been more agreeable to me than a com-

pliance with Beaumarche’s rcqueft, a fenfe of

propriety,,
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propriety, joined to a fecret pride, which fliould

never forfake us, enabled rne to reje<Sl his en-

treaties on the fcore of imprudence, and the

rilk of incurring a father’s difpleafure. “ I

fee no abfolute harm, Monfieur (faid I), in a

lady meeting, a gentleman of honour and cha-

r^idfer, and enjoying the innocent pleafure of.

rational and agreeable converfation in any

place j but, independent of the door which fe-

cret interviews with a ftranger would unquef-

tionably open for calumny and general criti-

cifm, what purpofe could fuch interviews pof-

fibly anfwer between you and me ? You feem-

perfedly acquainted with the caufe which pre-

vents a correfpondence and cordiality between,

our connexions. Why, therefore, fliould we

furnifli fubjeX for obfervation to others, dif-

pleafure to our friends, pain to ourfelves,.

merely to indulge an. idle and unimportant-

propenfity to-enjoy each others company for a-

week or two ? You certainly have not weigh--

ed the confequences annexed to a compliance,

with your requeft, otherwife you never would,.

have
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have made It. The thing is impoflible. Pru'-

Jencey propriety, decorumyiorhid it •, nay,, every

thing is againft it.”

These obfervations, whieh I thought un-

anfwerable, produced no other eiTe£l on Beau-

marche than an increafed melancholy and

gloom. After a folemn paufe of fomc mi-

nutes, his eyes fixed on the ground, and his

whole countenance expreffive of defpondency

and affliftion, « What flaves!’(faid he) what

wretched Haves does custom make of us all !•

Here, while bounteous Nature revels in de-

light, and while univerfal love and harmony-

reigns around, are we debarred from' the par-

ticipation of enjoyment, which neither virtue

can difapprove, nor innocence condemn, mere-

ly becaufe cuftom has eflablifhed laws for de-

corum, and grovelling fufpicion awakened fen-

timents repugnant to every liberal and digni-

fied mind ! And what (faid he), after all, da

thofe fage and admirable regulationsproduce } >

Do they make women more virtuous, or mem

more
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more honourable ? Are the hrft rendered

hiore tender, faithful, and afFedlionate j
or the

other more loving, conftant, and fincere ? Alasf

that warbler that fings on the fpray to cheer

the folitude of his fitting mate
;
yon turtle that

daily cooes fondly in the (hade; and the night-

ingale that, in the abfence of his loft compa-

nion, mourns nightly through the grove;—may

anfwer the queftion. Custom never regula-

ted their affedlions ; Slander, or Malevolence,

never checked the ardour of their flame. Na-

ture, and Nature alone, made them tender,

faithful, and attentive : but it would feem, that

woman, without culture, is incapable of fuch

virtues ; or that man is the moft treacherous

and favage monfter of the field !”

• Come, come, my good Sir (faid I, willing to

conceal the effetls which the ardour and dignity

of liis fentiments had produced', come, come,

we muft not quarrel with reftridlions which

experience has eftabliflied, merely becaufe they

may interfere w-ith the temporary obje<fts of

our
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our gratification. Inftitutions of decorum are

as necellary to regulate human condudl, as

laws to pre\'ent and punifli the commiffion of

crimes. If they do not make the virtuous

better, they at leaft tend to prevent the vicious

from growing worfe.”— True, Madam (faid

Beaumarche); but is it confident with juflice,

equity, or reafon, to treat the virtuous and the

flagitious alike ? The inSidfion of punifh-

ment, however mild, is furely authorifed by

no law till after the crime is committed and

proven; but according to the inflitutions which

malice and illiberality eftablifh as the guar-

dians of female virtue, Jiifpicion alone is fuffi-

cient to conflitute the crime ; and the jury,

wMthout hearing evidence, or examining proof;

inftantly bring in their verdicl Guilt y. How
monftrous ! how abfurd (faid he), for inftance,

are the regulations eftablifhed in this country

for the condufi of women in different fta-

tions ! Here, while a married woman may

with impunity indulge in liberties which, I do

maintain, are not only fcandaloufly indelicate,

but
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5)ut altogether repugnant to the nature of a

flate where decency and decorum ought inva-

riably to prefide ; a young girl dare not, with-

out immediate lofs of charadler, gratify incli-

iiations which, in the eye of reafon, virtue,

and nature, are harmlefs and irreproachable.

Inflead of a behaviour which, on all occafions,

ought to mark a preference, and an unmixed

affeftion for the objedl of her choice, a mar-

ried woman in France proclaims, in the face

of the wmrld, her favourites and paramours ;

who, at all times, are admitted to her prefence,

and lay claim to privileges which none but a

hufband has a title to expecf.—They vifit her

in fecret ;
they attend her to felecfl parties

where a hufoand’s face never appears ;
they are

admitted to her toilet at the hour flie is dref-

fing i
nay, to her bedchamber previous to her

getting up ; and all this with the molt un-

blufliing familiarity on her part, and without

the fmalleft cenfure from her fellow'-citizens.

To reprobate, or to difpute, thefe fhamelefs

^radliccs, w'ould be to raife a w'hole hoft of

matrons
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matrons againft us; and yet a poor afFe£lionate

girl cannot take a private walk with the obje£fc

of her regard, or grant one ftolen interview

to the man of her heart, without the imme-

diate rifk of receiving a ftab to her reputation;

which, to a delicate and fufceptible mind, can

never be repaired. No
!

(faid Beaumarche,

warmed with the fubjecft) No ! it is impoflible

to defend fuch barbarous abfurdities. Cu^.

TOM has ever been a monfter that has tyran-

nized over reafon, juftice, and humanity ; and,

in all its barbarities, it has ever been the moll

favage and tyrannical to Love. I have often

bellowed ferious thought on this fubjedl ;

and I have not a doubt remaining, that, fo

far are thefe unnatural feverities favourable

to female virtue and purity of mind, elFedls

diametrically oppofite are often the immediate

confequence. A young creature, fubjc£led

from a certain age to incelTant fufpicion, and
governed by reftraint, can never acquire that

dignity of mind which fprings from con-
fcious reditude and felf applaufe, grafted

N on
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on the approbation of others. To with-

hold confidence, is to fufpe£l purity; and

that is the moft efFedual way to under-

mine it. It debafes her in her own opinion,

blunts the finer fenfations of delicacy and ho-

nour, and ftrips the mind of that elevation and

pride which aid and accompany true virtue.

But, independent of thefe, I do maintain, that

fuch unjuft and abfurd reftraints tend mate-

rially to injure and deftroy the beft and bright-

eft ornament of the fex. Unreafonable feve-

rities on one fide, muft neceflarily produce

artifice^ deceit, and falfehood, on the other.

And what is Woman (faid Beaumarche, in a

folemn tone) without Truth ? What the

faireft face without the heavenly traits of fin-

cerity and candour? Can we clafp fuch a

fancied jewel to our hearts without feeling its

coldnefs and Impurity ? Can we depofit in fuch

a calket our moft precious treafures, for a mo-

ment, without trembling for their fafety ?

But I mean not (continued Beaumarche),

by
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by what I have faid, to overturn your fenti-

ments, Mademoifelle, far lefs to fubjedt you,

on my account, to any thing difagreeable, or

injurious to your reputation. -God forbid I

lliould ! I cannot, however, help obferving,

that our meeting here, occafionally, is very un-

likely to produce the iaft circumftance. A dif-

ferent path to that by which you return home

leads me to my uncle’s houfe i fo that our in-

terviews in this fpot can never be fufpe£led by

thofe who may chance to obferve our evening

or our morning cxcurfions. At all events,

you cannot refufe me the fatisfa£lion of know-

ing if you have heard from my friend Madame
—— . 1 (hall therefore hope, at leaft, for

the happinefs of feeing you here to-morrow

evening at the ufual hour.” My filence, which

proceeded from a total inability to anfwer fuch

a torrent of paflionate eloquence, wearing the

femblance, if not of confent, at leaft of hefita-

tion
; he very artfully precluded an anfwer,

which might have led to farther obftacles, by
taking an abrupt departure.

N 2 It
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It may well be fuppofed, that the foregoing

doi^rine of Beaumarche’s was not heard by me

with indifference. Whatever were the truths

it contained (and I ^ubt much if the molt

rigid moral cafuifl: can altogether overturn

them), it was principally the manner and man-

ly fentiments of the fpeaker, that left impref-

fions which I could not obliterate. If this

young ftranger (faid I to myfelf as I returned

penfively home) is not a man of pure principles

and honour, he muft be one of the firft hypo-

crites on earth.—But it is ungenerous and un-

kind to fufpe£l him. Every word and look,

expreffive of his feelings, evince the fmce-

rity of his fentiments. But, alas !
(faid I, re-

fle£ting on his conne£Hons and approaching

departure from Europe) what are his princi-

ples, his looks, or his fentiments, to me! At

fupper, my father obferved my melancholy,

and inquired after my health. All night on

my pillow did the day s animated fcene dwell

on my remembrance. All night, till the morn-

ing fun broke through my cafement, did I

ftruggle
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ftruggle againft my inclinations, and ferioufly-

examine the impropriety of my late conduct j-

nor did I drop into (lumbers till (convinced of

my danger) I determin^^ in my mind not to

meet the bewitching youth again. But thefe,

alas ! were only the commencement of my in-

quietudes, afllidlions, and broken repofe !

The next morning brought me a letter fronv

Madame , who gave me an account of

young Beaumarche and his connedHons which

I-lIttle expedled. His family was noble ; but

the grandfather, from a train of unfortunate

events, having, been. obliged, about fifty or fix-

ty years back, to difpofe of the family eflatc,

had
j
udicioufly dropt the idle found of title,

and, eftablifhing himfelf in the wine bufinefs

at Bourdeaux, educated his two fons to the

profefhon of merchants. The pidifure fhe drew

of my young Weft Indian friend was flatter-

ing in an eminent degree. No young gentle.^

man, fhe faid, had ever refledled more honour,

on his friends, or had given more delight to

N 3 his
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his acquaintance. He was refpefted by the

honourable, admired by the generous, and be*

loved by the humane. His life (faid Madame

—
),
young as he is, has been a feries of

actions dignified and benevolent ; while the

Excellence of his underftanding, and the brilli-

ancy of his wit, make his fociety courted by

all, but particularly by our fex. We are about

to lofe him ; and every brow is overclouded on

the occalion, for his lofs will be irreparable.

This letter was a bad cordial to enable 'me

to carry into execution my late determination,

to withdraw myfelf in time from a temptation

which I eafily perceived was increafing, and

which, I plainly forefaw, might lead to confe-

quences at once difagreeable and diftrefling.

But weak and ineffectual are the fuggeftions

of ptuden^et when oppofed by A

temporary ftruggle may indeed occur ;
but it

rs like the refiftance of the winds to the waves

of the occean. They may retard, for a fhort

time, their courfe 5 but it only ferves to raife

them
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them higher and higher, till, difdaining every

obftacle, they break with redoubled violence

on the fhore ! Such, at leaft, was my cafe.

Every day produced a new interview ;
at every

interview affe£lion grew ftronger, till love,

tendernefs, and compalTion, rofe uncontrolled,

and bore down all refiftance before them. Re-

flexions, however, and thefe not of the moft

pleafant nature, would frequently obtrude,

even in the hour of felicity, and poifon every

enjoyment. Something eternally whifpered

me, that our interviews, fooner or later, would

be difeovered, and produce confequences inju-

rious to my charaXer, or deftruXive of my

peace. On thefe occafions, I feldom failed to

remonftrate ferioufly with Eeaumarche on the

impropriety and folly of our meetings ; but he

either reafoned down my objeXions with his

eloquence, or diffipated my apprehenfions with

his vivacity. My inquietude, however, did not

fail to affeX a mind like his fenfibly j and, as

he contrived every expedient to banifh my

fears and footbe my agitations, he one morn-

ing
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ing prefented me with the following effufion

of his pathetic mufe ; which, independent of

the paflion and fentinient it breathes, convey*:

fuch a picture of the writer’s mind, that I have

ever fmce keeped it as one of the moft preci-

ous relics of our afFe6tion. In faying this,

Madame Bellanger pulled out her pocket-book,

and read La.RemonJlrance ;* of which the.

following, I am afraid, is but a faint and feeble

tranflation.

The remonstrance.

« Hafte ! hafte ! my lov’d Laura !—away to

the grove,.

One evening, enraptur’d, I faid ;

Mild beams gild the upland, the mead, and al-

cove,

^

And melody burfts round the glade !

The lark,, with his female, foars warbling on

high i

The thrulh cheer.s his mate in the dell-i

The
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The ftream from the mountain foams murmur-

ing by,

While Echo repeats from her cell.

The turtle’s fond cooings come foft on the

gale,

With fragrance flung frefli from the thorn *,

And foon Philomela will pour her lone wail,

And call her loa lover till morn.

—Hafte !
join the full chorus with lute and

with fong,

Ere eve fpreads her mantle of grey *,

—Hafte ! hafte ! my lov’d warbler—we’ve tar-

ried too long

:

See \-^Vefper proclaims parting day !”

« Ah, Edmond ! (the fair one replied with a

fmile)

How warm ! how perfuafive thy drain !

’Tis the language of Nature !
(a ftranger to

guile)

And Nature ftiould ne’er plead in vain.

If



'54
,

Memoirs of

If with pafTion fo ardent my Edmond can

plead,

W^hen diftant from ftreamlet or grove.

What ! what will he fay, when around bower

and mead

All Nature breathes fragrance and love ?

When the kr\ with his confort foars blithe-

fome and free

}

When the thrvjh cheers his mate on the

thorn j

Will my Edmond not envy each pair that we
fee,

Unchill*d by cold prudence or fcorn ?

I «

When the turtie bills fondly, or cooes thro’

the fliade.

Wilt thou ceafe then thy love-melting lay ?

And when Philomel plaintively mourns round

the glade.

Ah ! what will my moralift fay
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O, Lov E f how bewitching ! how conjlant

thy power !’*

(It is thus thou would’ft Cghing complain)

f When prefent, foft melody fills every bower;

When abfent, ’tis forrow and pain !

"or thee, lonely mourner *
! who pour’ft thy

fad lay,

No partner with love beats the wing

!

fet hark ! how yon chorifters fport-on each
1

' fpray ;

—

Hark ! hark ! how they flutter and fing !

f^o forrow—no plaining, their tranfports an

noy -,

’Tis harmony fills all the grove

!

No female aflTecIs to be diftant and coy.

But each chirps the language of love.

Ah ! why then fhould Nature (fweet nurfe of

delight !)

Ah!
a.

i

* The Nightingale.
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Ah ! why fliould fhe e’er be fuppreft

And why, my lov’d Laura, when tranfports

excite,

Conceal the beft joys of the breaft ?”

“ ’Tis thus thou would’ft reafon—thus pen-

five complain ;

Thus falfely Love’s fufFerings rehearfe ;

For fay, when did paffion adorn Edmond’s

drain.

That Laura was deaf to the verfe ?

With thee fhould I wander the woodlands

among.

And hail the full choir on the fpray

;

Enrapt join the concert, with lute and with fong.

Till eve fpread her mantle of grey.

But, ah ! my falfe reafoner ! will tranfports

repel

The fhafts that too quickly will wound ?

wm
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Will slander’s (hrill pipe not be heard in

the dell,

When Echo reverb’rates the found ?

Will the dove’s cooing murmurs each whif-

per controul,

Falfe —cruel—illiberal, and mean ?

Will the warm throb of Nature expand ev’ry

foul

Contraded with envy and fpleen ?

No ! no, fond declaimer I nor tranfport, nor

youth,

Nor Nature’s foft mandates avail *,

Nor all the mild di£iates of virtue and truth.

While custom’s (tern precepts prevail.

For thefe (by inconftancy render’d unkind),

Stridf limits have mark’d for the fair ;

Cold prudence muft. triumph o’er pajfion refin’d.

Till Hymen the chaplet prepare.

Alas I does decorum then reft on a vow ?

O Or
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Or modefty fpring from a tie ?

Do truth, love, and conftancy, dwell on the

bough,

And from woman alone do they fly ?

Sing on, then, fweet warblers l-r-ah ! ceafe not

the ftrain !

Go— flutter and bill through the grove !

But talk not, my Edmond, of woman’s difdairt,

While Cu/iom^s the tyrant of Love P*

But the day tiow approached when my deat

and valued companion was to depart
j and the

nearer it approached, the more urgent was he

to obtain my confent to make me his for ever.

« He claimed, not (he faid) any thing but the

power of calling me his own. He only wifhed

to fecure me, previous to his departure, be-

yond all the chances and rilks of Fortune. He
had prepared his uncle for the occafion ; who
had given his confenf, and would himfelf wit-

nefs our union. His ftay in the Weft Indies

would
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would not be for any length of time. Letters

which he carried out from his uncle to his fa-

ther, would finally fettle and arrange matters

fo as to enable him to return to Europe in lefs

than a twelvemonth j and then (faid he) fhould

all conciliating meafures fail with your father,

I fiiall claim you as my lawful wife in defiance

of every oppofition. I wifli not, my dear Har-

riette (continued he), to break through the

eftablifiied laws of fociety; far lefs to deftroy the

bonds of duty and filial affection j but I cannot

think of leaving carelefsly behind me fuch a

jewel to be crufhed by the unrelenting hand

of pride and caprice, or caft upon a polluted

foil, where its luftre will never appear.” It

was now I experienced the effe£ts of a fitua-

tion which I once forefaw, once dreaded, but

could not flmn. The thoughts of a clandeftine

union, without the approbation of my parents,

or the knowledge of any of my connections,

filled me with horror
j and yet the idea of part-

ing from the object of my fondeft affeCtions,

on whofe fincerity and honour I repofed the

O 2 utmofl;
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utmoft confidence, inclined me to bind myfelf

nearer and more firmly to all I held dear and

valuable on earth. In fhort (faid Madame Bel-

langer), in a rafii moment I yielded confent

;

and early on the morning preceding the day of

his departure, a prieft, in the prefence of old

M. Beaamarche and his wife, united us, in the

favourite grotto, for ever.

The ceremony was hardly over, till I expe-

' rienced a depreflion of fpirits which I had never

before felt, and which I could by no means

account for. A cold lifelefs torpor feized my

heart, chilled every comfort, and deadened

evejy joy. The lark, ivith his female^ fear'd

blitbejome andfree f and the turtle, in an ad-

joining thicket, “ bill'dfondly^ and coo'd through

the Jhade while I remained infenfible to love,

and feemed ftupified with the very event which

fo lately I fo ardently wifhed for. A mental

monitor fiill told me that I had done wrong ;

a fecret admonilher vvhifpered to me to be-

ware of the confequences. I had, like a thief

m



CHARLES MACPHERSON, ESQ^ l6l

in the night, clandeftinely done what (hould

have met the face of day. I had executed, ir-

revocably, a deed repugnant to the duty of a

child, and ungenerous to the heft of parents.

Thefe reflections and fenfations continued to

occupy and dillrefs my mind during my return

home through a long and lonely wood, at the

outlkirts of which I met my father. A gra-

vity, mixed with feverity, fat on his brow;

and, as he approached me, I thought I percei-

ved an evident fufpicion in his eye. “ Where

have you been, Harriette (faid he, with a look

that feemed to fearch my inmoft thought) ?

where have you been fo early Taking

my morning’s walk. Sir” (faid 1).— Your

morning walks (faid he) ufed not to be fo fre-

quent; but of late both your morning and your

evening walks have been wonderfully regular.

But it is near the time of breakfaft
;
go home

and prepare it : when it is over, 1 fhall expeCl

lome private converfation with you.” To a

mind imprefled with guilt, or impropriety of

conduCl:, every thing is alarming. My father’s

^ 3 look,
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look, manner, and addrefs, convinced me that

I had been detected
; which occafioned fuch a

tremor, that it was ^ith difficulty I reached

home. At breakfaft you may be fure appetite

was not keen. As foon as it was over, my

mother retired, and left me alone with my fa-

ther; who addrelTed me nearly in the following

terms :

** I belieVe, Harriette, fince your earlieO:

remembrance you have found me a kind and

an indulgent father. From your infancy, my

unwearied endeavours have been applied to the

improvement of a mind, where I wiffied to im-

plant the fentiments of virtue with thofe of a

becoming dignity, and the feelings of true ho-

nour with that of a proper pride. It is but

jullice to fay, that in all your conduft you

have hitherto amply repaid me for my labours

;

and the comforts which I have derived from

your obedience, virtues, and acxjuirements,

have fhed a healing balm on every pain, and

given pride and exultation to my heart. Judge,

then,
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then, how fenfibly I mud feel fliould the fmall-

eft fpeck fully the purity of a conduct which

till now has remained irreproachable. Judge

what tortures I Ihould experience, were any

part of your behaviour tin£lured with levity,

meannefs, or difgrace.—The purport of this

introduction I lliaii now explain.

“ A YOUNG man for fome weeks paft has

vifited thefe parts, whom I am informed is

nephew to that fellow Beaumarche. I have

met him occafionally
j
and it muft be confeft'ed

that appearance is in his favour, and had he

not been connected with fuch a brute as his

uncle, I fhould have marked him as a gentle-

man, and as a ftranger invited him to my

houfe. I have been informed, that fome time

ago, you was feen walking on Beaumarche’s

property with a gentleman, who, by the de-

fcription, could have been no other than the

perfon I have mentioned j and I have been, fur-

ther informed, that this happened at a pretty

late hour in the evening. It is to obtain full

informa-
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information relative to thefe particulars that I

have now demanded this private interview ;

and I warn you (continued he, with a look of

feverity), as you value your peace, and dread

my difpleafure, to beware of a deviation from

the ftridleft veracity.”

Had not the commencement of my father’s
*

addrefs (which was kind and afFe£l:ing) drawn

fome tears from me, I ihould not have been

able to have fpoken at all : thefe, however,

joined with certain circumftances, which indu-

ced me to fuppofe that only part of my con-

du£l had been difcovered, enabled me to re-

turn the following anfwer ; which, though li-

terally true, illuftrated but too well Beaumar-

che’s ftriftures on duplicity :

« My being on M. Beaumarche’s property,

Sir, was merely accidental. The finenefs of

the evening invited me to extend my walk, far-

ther than I ufually do, to the oppofite bank, fo

remarkable for its beauties, and fo favourable

for
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for retirement. On my return home, I met a

young gentleman whom I had never, till that

moment, feen, and whom, perhaps, after to-

morrow I (hall never fee again. 1 knew no-

thing either of him or his connections j confe-

quently I could have had no premeditated in-

tention of meeting him : and thofe who have

been officious enough to communicate the in-

telligence, might have been better employed,

than in filling your ears with fuch infignificant

circumftances, and your mind with fufpicions

to my prejudice.”— And this is all (faid my fa-

ther, gravely) y^/// (faid I, with fome hefi-

tation) The young gentleman walked and con-

verfed with me till I was out of his uncle’s

property, and then left me.”—“ And you have

never feen him fince

"

Yes (faid I), re-

peatedly.”—“ Where (faid my father, eager-

ly) ?”—« On his uncle’s property while I was

walking on the oppofite bank.”—“ And who

told you (continued my father), that he was to

depart hence to-morrow ?”—“ Himfelf (faid I);

he informed me at our firft meeting, that his

time



MEMOIRS OF1 66

time was limited to a certain day, when he

was to leave this country, and fail for the Weft

Indies.”—“ And, pray, how came fuch minute

intelligence to be communicated on fo fliort

an acquaintance, Harriette ?”—« I really do

not recolleft the circumftances which Jed to

it, Sir (faid I), but I prefume it is of very little

confequence.” My father looked ftedfaftly in

my face for above a minute, and then, without

faying a Word, got up and walked out of the

room.

I COULD not help ruminating on the nar*

row efcape I had made, while a fecret com*

pun£Uon told me that I had afted unworthily.

Ah 1
(faid I to myfelf

) Beaumarche in this, as in

every thing elfe which regards honour and ve»

racityt is right! Nothing can be more fcan-

daloufly mean than fubterfuges to glofs over

truth and miflead fincerity ; and certainly no-

thing more likely to contaminate and debafe

the female mind, than a repetition of fuch arti-

fices! But thefe refledUons continued not long.

The
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The evening, which was to put a final clofe to

a delightful and tender intercourfe, and which

was appointed for our laft farewell, dwelt on

my mind, and banifhed every other confider-

ation. At dinner, my father’s gravity ftill con-

tinued ; his eye feemed to watch my every Ibok

and aftion ; and I believe it was but too evi-

dent from both that all was not at peace at

home. At the hour appointed, I hurried to

the place, where I was confident I ftiould meet

affliction. As I approached the grotto, a

Ihivering feized me, which nearly bereft me of

the power of motion. My faithful and affec-

tionate friend had been waiting with impa-

tience ; and running with ardour to meet me,

was aftoniftied at the palenefs which o’erfpread

my countenance, and at the lifelefs coldnefs

with which I received his careffes. “ What

is the matter, my love ? (faid he, with emo-

tion) Whence this trembling, palenefs, and de-

jetlion ?”—“ O, Beaumarche
! (faid 1) I know

not what it is ; but fomething lies at my heart

which overpowers me, and fills me with terror.

I
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I know not what to think of It j but ever fince

the ceremony this morning, it has hung heavily

upon me *, and fomething ftill tells me, either

that we (hall meet no more, or that fome dread-

ful event is to befal me.”—“ Away with fuch

chimeras (faid Beaumarche, clafping me to his

bofom) •, it is but the idea of partings my love,

that operates on the gentlenefs of your nature,

and fills you with apprehenfions. But be com-

forted, my deareft Harriette ! the time will foon

arrive when all thefe difmal phantoms will va-

nifh, and a fun of happinefs break through the

gloom that now furrounds you. A few months

will foon pafs over*, a few months re-unite

and bind us for ever I'" Thefe endearing and

reviving fentiments were accompanied with the

moft paffionate embraces *, in the midft of which

(Merciful heaven ! I can hardly think of it now

without ftiuddering) who fliould ru(h Into the

grotto but—my Father !

My terror and confufion were fuch, that I

remained ftupified and immoveable, while cir-

cumftances
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cumftances occurred that might well have

roufed me—I remember to have heard my fa-

ther addrefs Beaumarche by the epithet of vil-

iain—I remember to have feen them both fud-

denly leave the grotto—I likewife remember

to have heard the clafliing of fwords ; and

Beaumarche, with a loud and folemn voice, ex-

claim, Hear me, Monfieur le Comte—urge

me not to what my heart recoils from j” and yet

I remained petrified and immoveable, like the

hifenfible mafs of rock on which I fat. How'

long I continued in this agitated dream I know

not j but Beaumarche’s re-entering the grotto,

pale and bloody, effectually awakened me.

Run, my dear Harriette (faid he haftily)

;

rim to your father. His raffmefs, I much fear,
,

has undone us all f Hafte, my love ! attend him

till I fend affiflance : you fiiall foon fee me

again. In diftradtion, I flew out of the grotto;

(but may no fuch fpedtacle ever meet the eye

of a daughter !) I found my father, at the di-
I

ftance of fome paces, lying on his right fide,

half raifed on his elbow ; his face inclined to

P the
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the ground
; his left hand placed near his

heart ; his clothes drenched in blood. On
my approach, he raifed his head, and giving

me a look, which I can never baniih from my

remembrance, exclaimed, in a languid voice,

“ Harriette! Horriette I Is this the re-

ward of my kindnefs I had but juft ftrengtli

fufficient to ftagger to the dreadful fpot, lay

my cheek clofe to his pallid face, and fmk fenfe-

iefs by his fide. What followed I know not.

The firft circumftances I recolledf were my

being in bed in my own apartment, my maid

weeping by me, and my mother chaffing my

temples. A ffiort time difdofed a fcene which

my recent fituation had fliut out from me *, and

which, as foon as my ftrength and fpirlts would

permit, my mother communicated to the fol-

lowing purport

;

My father, on his being carried home by

ithofe whom Beaumarche had difpatched to his

affiftance, and on the furgeon’s dreffing the

wound without pronouncing any thing deci-

five
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five relative to the event, addrefled his attend-

ants in thefe words : “ As it is uncertain what

ftatc of body and mind I may be in a few hours

hence, and as I am now enabled to reveal the

caufe of my prefent fituation, I conceive it but

juftice to difclofe what, if kept fecret, might

perhaps hereafter affe£t the life and character'

of a fellow-creature He then briefly related,

that, impelled by an ungovernable fury, he had

firft given Beaumarche abufive language, and

then infifbed on his drawing his fword on the

fpot ; That Beaumarche had repeatedly in^

treated liim to liften for a few moments' to

what he had to declare, but to no purpofe

;

and that while my father advanced to attack

him, Beaumarche continued retreating on the

defenfive, ftill urging him, for God’s fake, tO’

attend to what he had to communicate ; That^

in retreating, Bcaumarche’s foot having en-

countered the flump of a tree, occafioned him,

after flaggering a few paces backwards, to fall;

and that my father, haflily advancing, and en-

countering the fame obflniaion, fell likewife,

h* 2 and,.
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and, in his fall, the extended fword of Beau-

marche entered his left fide near his heart :

That when Beaumarche had difengaged him-

felf, and found how matters ftood, his condu£b

(to ufe my father’s own words) was humane,

manly, and affe£ling. Had I knovim (faid

he) as much of this young man previous to

this rafii a<5lion, I might have a£led otherwife;

but it is now too late to refle<fl:. All I have to

add is, that whatever may be the confequence of

my imprudence, the fault was all my own j the

young man was perfe£Uy innocent.”

As my poor father had forefeen, a fhort time

made a very confiderable change on both body

a^d mind. A fever, accompanied with deli-

rium, continued for eight days ;
at the end of

which, having recovered the ufe of his reafon,

I received a melTage to attend him. On my

entering his chamber, he defired every one

but my mother to leave the room ;
and having

feated myfelf, by his defire, at the fide of his

bed.
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bed, he addrefl'ed me nearly in the’ following

words:

“ 1 have fent for you, Harriette, previous t»

my diiroiution, that you miglit receive from my
own lips a declaration that I die in peace with

a child whom I have ever tenderly loved, and

to whom, notwithftanding the impropriety- of

her late eonducl, I wifh every future happi-

nefs. All I have now to intreat is, that you

will plainly and candidly relate what has palled

between you. and the young man who has ac-

cidentally been the caufe oh my prefent mis-

lortune, as I cannot,compofe my mind to per-

fect ferenity while an ambiguity hangs over

the honour of my family. You have already,

dealt difinge.nuoufly.with me I hope you will

not now, as there is nothing from a dying fa-

tlier you have to fear.” As foon as the excefs

of grief allowed me utterance, I, without dif-

guife, difclofed every circumftance which had

paired between Beaumarche and me, not even

concealing, our marriage
j and having Madame

^3 ’3



174 MEMOIRS OF

--'*3 letter in my pocket, I took it out and

read it, together with one I had likewife recei-

ved from a near relation of our own, relative

to Beaumarche’s charafter and conne6\ions.

Read that letter over again” (faid my father,.

meaning Madame ’s). I did fo : at the

eonclufion of which I heard him, with an ele-

vated and emphatic tone ©f voice, fay, “

After a fhort paufe, he ftretched out his hand,,

and taking mine, with a look expreffive of re-

fignation and joy, faid, “ l-noii} die in peace

my honour is not tarnijhed by -your condudl, nor

my family difgraced by the conneSlion. Had I

known thefe particulars in time, Harriette, my

folly would not have been fo great ;
but I feel

the hand of death cold upon me. Farewell !

Be kind to each other*, and may Almighty God

make you both happy !” So faying, he extend-

ed his other hand to -my mother, and in a fe-w

moments breathed his laft.

Such (faid Madame Bellanger, with a flood

of tears) was the clofe of a fcene of conceal-

ment



CHARLES I>1 ACFHERSON, ESQ^

inetit and duplicity on my part ;
and fuch the

eonfequences of a clandeftine union, entered

into without the knowledge and approbation

of thofe who had cheriflied me with the ut*^

moft tendeniefs, and treated me with unre-

mitting indulgence ! Let none (continued fhe,

looking at her daughter) imagine that a beha-

viour fo difmgenuous can ever be confiftenL

with filial duty, or agreeable to the didates of

morality. Candour in every part of our own

conducl, and confidence in thofe whom we

love and have caufe to efteem, are never-

failing fources of ferenity and pleafure be-

caufe, •whatever may be the confequence,

fomething whifpers, even in the hour of difap-

pointment, that we have aded our part with

propriety. “ But what if parents are altoge-

ther unreafonable and rigid (faid MademoifeUe

Antoinnette).”—“ It is then time enough to

counterad their feverity (faid her mother). At

all events, young women, whc)fe affedions are

engaged, are very improper judges of their own

condud. By opening their minds to a parent,

if
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if they meet not with tlieir approbation, they

will at leaft hear their objections j and thefe of-

ten are not unworthy of ferlous attention.

But I have already encroached too much on

your patience > (fald Madame Bellanger) : to-

morrow I fliall refume my narrative, and con-

clude a feries of trials, the remembrance of

which are dill painful; and which I fliall there-

fore communicate as briefly as the circum-

ftances will admit.”

The next evening, having again repaired

to our former fit nation in the plantain walk,

Madame Bellanger refumed her hiftory zs

follows.

A few days after the deceafe of my. fa-

ther, I received a letter from Beaumarche, in-

timating his immediate departure for the Weft

Indies. Some months after brought me intel-

ligence of his fafe arrival at Guadaloupe, and

of his determination to return to Europe the

moment he arranged matters with his father,

- and
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and was aflured he -could' return- with fafetys

During this dreary interval of feparation, I con*-

tinned clofe at Pierpoint ; my fplrits fupprefTed

with the recent calamity of our family j. depri-

ved of the only perfon who could adminifter

comfort and confolation ; and brooding over
t

a melancholy train of ideas, arifing from an

uncertainty of ever beholding the object of my

affefUons again. My poor mother, as may

well be fuppofed, was, of all others, the lead

qualified to alleviate my fuiFcrings, and dlflipate

the gloom that hung over me. My brother,

on the death of my father, had returned from

the univerfity ; and although reconciled to my

union, and difpofed to entertain favourable

fentiments of Beaumarche, was neverthelefs

too young and giddy to afford thofe foothing

attentions which a mind agitated like mine

required. Old Beaumarche, indeed, and his

lady did every thing in their power to affuage

my fufferings, and kindle a hope of future joy

and tranquillity in my mind : and as a perfect

harmony now fubfilted between their family

and
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and our’s, my refidence was principally with

he old people at Bellevue ; the near vicinity

of which to Pierpoint, enabled me to dedicate

a daily portion of my time to my mother.

But it was not at Bellevue that my heart

could experience repofe j every objedl, every

haunt, recalled the remembrance of circum-

ilances, which terminated in melancholy, grief,,

and Yemorfe ! If, inadvertently, I (truck in-

to any path that led to the grotto of love

and deaths I ftarted back with horror and

affright. If, accidentally, I encountered the

ftream, the arbour, or the tree, where tender-

nefs and worth had often detained me till

Eve fpread her mantle of greyy' my frghs

and tears bur ft inftantaneoufly, and left me

a vi£lim to forrow and defpair. At length,,

after twelve tedious melancholy months, the

happy period arrived, when the objedl of all

my fond hopes and wifties returned, and flew

to my embraces with the tranfports of undi-

miniflied love. As foon as decency and at-

tention to our friends would permit, w'e left

lliofe
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thofe gloomy abodes of former misfortune, and

repaired to Paris; where, for two years, we par-

took of every happinefs which agreeable aflb-

ciation, cafy fortune, and the moft perfedf af-

fe<flion, could bellow. In this period, our joys

were increafed by the birth of this young wo-

man who now liftens to this melancholy reci-

tal. But the joys of life, and their liability

(faid Madame Bellanger), are generally in pro-

portion to their ardour, and mine were too rap-

turous to lall

!

At this time, letters arriving from Beau-

marche's father, acquainting him of his decli-

ning Hate of health, and llrongly foliciting his

prefence in Guadaloupe, we prepared for *our

immediate departure ; leaving this young pledge

of our love behind for the benefit of her edu-

cation.

We arrived but in time to witnefs my poor

father-in-law’s deceafe—A mournful welcome

to thefe regions, and an ominous prefage of the

trials that awaited me ! M. Beaumarche, on

his
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his father’s death, took an immediate charge

ef the valuable properties he left behind him ;

confifting of two fugar eftates, one of cof-

fee, and about 800 Negroes. Being a man
of univerfal benevolence and humanity, his

chief attention was dire£led to the comfort

and hap'pinefs of thofe wretched fons and

daughters of adverfity, whom misfortune had

doomed to perpetual flavery. Aticuflomed

to feenes where feftivity and freedom had

brightened the paftimes of thofe with whom

he had fpent his early days on the continent

of Europe, he could not behold the fun of li-

berty fet on thoufands around him, without

fighing for calamity, and endeavouring, by

every indulgence, to meliorate their condition,

and cheer their hours of captivity. In vain

did his managers and neighbours reprefent the

impropriety and danger annexed to a fuddenly

relaxed fyftem : In vain did his friends intreat

him to introduce gradually and imperceptibly

changes which, as they were unufual and un-

expected, might otherwife lead to a want of

due fubordination among the flaves, and prove

deftrucHve
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deftruclive, not only to himfelf, but to the ge-

neral fafety of the community. Beaumarche,

impelled by an enthufiafm of humanity, and

an indignation flowing from a fenfe of op-

opreflion, defpifed fuggeftions, which he confi-

dered in no other light than as the fneaking

inftigations of intereft and callous infenfibility

to the fufferings of the unfortunate. “ No !

(exclaimed he) it {hall never be faid that I ac-

quiefce in fuch deteftable dodrines. The love

of FREEDOM is implanted in every bread:
; and

comfort, relaxation, and mirth, are privileges

peculiar to no fet of men upon earth. They
are the gifts of heaven, to foothe and deaden

the pangs of adverfity
; nor is it the colour of

a Ikin, or the texture of a frame, that can ope-

rate to their excluflon. Since deftiny, or

chance, or whatever it may be called, has

doomed thefe miferables to the wretched lot of

bondage on my property, {hall I not endeavour

to render that bondage as eafy as pofTible ?

Shall I not try to lighten the chains that weigh

0.^ them
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them down and gall them to the quick ? and

fliall I not, when the heavy talk of labour

ceafes, make them, by a few comforts, lie down

on a bed of repofe j and, on the day of relaxa-

tion, by a [few indulgences, make them rife

up to merriment and joy ? By the God of

JUSTICE and mercy (faid Beaumarche) I will j

and, if I err, I am confident that the fame

juftice and mercy will acquit me !”

Such were the refolutions of Beaumarche,

founded on principles the moft generous and

benevolent; and thefe refolutions he carried

into immediate execution. Convinced that the

ufual labour eftablilhed on fugar properties

was too great to infure health, vigour, and

fpirits to the Have, he remitted two hours daily

exertion; namely, one hour in the evening,

which enabled the Negroes to prepare their

fupper in time, and to enjoy a longer, and

confequently a more refrelhing repofe ;
and

half an hour longer at breakfalt and at din-

ner,



CHARLES MACPHERSON, ESQ^ l8j

ner, as a relaxation from fatigue, and an ad-

ditional fpring to fucceeding labour. During

thefe intervals, it was Beaumarche’s particular

obje£l to light up the Negro mind to cheerful-

nefs ; not only to deaden the thought of ap-

proaching toil, but to render that toil light-

fome by the profpeft of fucceeding comforts.

“ To hold up an unvaried pi£l:ure of dreary,

exertion (faid he) is, of all methods, the moll

effeclual to dcprefs the mind, and to plunge it

into defpondency. To fliut out the little jc^s

and pailimes of recreation from thofe who,

alas! have little elfe to look up to, is to ex-

clude every relief of light from the piece, and

to exhibit a fucceffive combination of dark

{hades, as unintcrefting to the eye as it is dif-

mal to the imagination. Let them therefore

be happy, poor fouls, when they can (faid

Beaumarche to his managers and overfeers)

;

and when the hour of labour commences let

them be hufy: but I will have no cutting and

flalhing on my property without my imme-

diate knowledge. Punifhment muft, and fhall

Qj2 be,
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be, infli£led for crimes and mifdemeanours.j

but never by the wantonnefs of paflion or the

caprice of power.*’

In addition to thefe immunities, Beaumar-

che fubjoined the privilege of another day in

each week, as a recefs from general labour,

and as the means of affording the Negro a

complete holiday. “ You give them (faid he)

Sunday to themfelves as a day of reft and re-

creation ; but, pray, how is this accompliftied

This is the only day they have to cultivate their

grounds, carry their provifions to market, and

travel often between twenty and thirty miles

before they return with the rewards of their

induftry. Is this a day of reji ? can it be call-

ed a day of recreation P On the contrary, I

do maintain, it is one of the moft laborious the

Negro has in the week. How, then, can he

poffibly look forward to it as a day of ap-

proaching comfort ? He fhall (except during

crop time) have Saturday to look after, and ar-

range, his own little concerns, and Sunday to

enjoy
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c-njoy as he pleafes. It may then, with fbme

truth, be faid that the Negro once a-week has

a. holiday” This laft mark of Beaumarche’s

philanthropy was the rock he afterwards fplit

upon, and proved the fatal caufe of his ruin,-

and that of all his unhappy connections.

—

“ That I could have eafily predicted (faid Mr

Penguin, who had joined us a fliort time be-

fore, and who liitened attentively to this part

of Madame Bellanger’s narrative), that I could

have eafily predicted; for a more wild and im^

prudent fyftem, I think, I never yet heard of."

“ Pardonner meif Jllon^eur {(aid Madame Bel-

Janger) ; without any partiality to MonCeur

Beaumarche, I think I may venture to aflert,-

that, excepting the over indulgence of two fuc- •

ceedlng. days of freedom in the week, which

unqueftionably was imprudent, every other

part of his fyftem was as judicious as it was

humane. But I (hall haften to a conclu.fion, and

furnifti you with more convincing reafons for

ray holding,this' opinion.
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For nearly twelve months, Beaumarche ex-

perienced all the fatisfaftion which a generous:

and compafllonate mind feels on perceiving the

good effects of inftitutions founded on juftice

and mercy. His flaves increafed daily in

ftrength, health, and cheerfulnefs ; and even

his managers and neighbours, while they repro-

bated the fyftem, were forced to confefs that

they were the fineft looking Negroes in the

ifland. In the meanwhile, every thing went

on with alacrity and pleafure. The dance and

the fong went hand in hand with labour ; the

ibnnd of the/om tom and the bangah wzs nightly

heard on the eftate j the Sunday was devoted

to jollity j and entertainments, fuch as confti-

%ute the Negro’s principal delight, generally

crowned the weekly toil. But while this ex-

cellent man exulted in the increafing happi-

nefs and comforts which his benevolence had

difFufed around him, he little dreamt of the in-

fluence which an over-relaxed fyftem had pro-

duced on uncultivated minds, deftitute of

moral virtues, and ftrangers to the foftening

ties
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ties of gratitude and afFedtion. Had he con-

tented himfelf with granting a moderate ex-

emption from daily exertion, and allotted a

certain portion of time occafionally for the ar-

rangement of the Negro’s private concerns,

fo as to have enabled him to participate of one

day’s recreation in the week, all might havef

been well, and his property and flaves have

improved under fuch wife and lenient admFi

niftration. But by devoting two complete days,

immediately fucceeding, to the wild ungo-

vernable conduct: of a fet of beings infatiabie

in their love for pleafure, and boundlefs in

their enjoyment of it, was laying a foundation

for habits inimical to induftry, and totally fub-

verfive of fubordination j and fo, when it was

too late to apply a remedy, did he, to his fatal

experience, find. ^ .

Instead of appropriating the time allotted

to the cultivation of their grounds, raifing their

ftock and provifions, and carrying them to

market, thefe unhappy votaries to riot and ex-

cefs
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cefs thought, at lafl, of nothing but a gratifi-

cation of paffions originating in favage habits#

and grown llronger by daily-indulgence. Whole
days were confumed in revels

; whole nights

devoted to intemperance, without intermiflion

or repofe. A fudden change in profperity is

too often produdlive of arrogance among the

moft civilized nations
5 can it therefore be fup-

pofed that a fudden over indulgence could be

productive of good effedts on minds unculti-

vated by ought to enlarge the underftanding

or humanize the heart ? Little philofophy is

necelTary to enable us to reafon juftly on- this

point; yet Beaumarche# with all his philofophy

and fuperior abilities# through the medium of

enthufiaftic humanity# faw objedts indiftindtly,

and was deceived ! While he liftened with

rapture to the nightly found of the bangah

and the tom tom on his eftate, and indulged

himfelf in the pleafing refledlion that the hap-

lefs children of bondage were enjoying com-

forts arifing from a melioration of their con-

dition, and burying a recolledlion of their mis-

fortune
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fortune in the ruftic merriment of their ham-

let, a very different train of operations was

going on •, and the very circumftances which

he vainly conceived contributed fo effectually

to the profperity of his concerns, were the

means of diffenfion,'diforder, and final deftruc-

tion of his property^

I .

The fyftem of recreation which Monfieur

Beaumarche had eftablifhed on his eftate, na-

turally drew together a concourfe of flaves

from the adjacent properties every Sunday to

k Moule. A comparative view of condition

as naturally followed, and led to animadver*

fions and murmurs, which may well be fuppo-

fed could not be favourable to general order

or refignatjon. On the other hand, a conftant

participation of indulgence was attended with

confequences as natural as fatal among thofe

who neither reafbn with propriety nor a£l with

difcretion. From eafe, comfort, and recrea-

tion, a love of pleafure became the predomi-

nant defire. This led to excefs •, exeefs to tur-

, bulence i
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bulence ; and turbulence to rebellion. A total

difregard to their own concerns, and an un-

willingnefs to execute their ufual talks, were

the firft fymptoms which awakened fufpicions

in the managers and overfeers, and at laft

roufed Monfieur Beaumarche to a fenfe of dan-

ger. He plainly perceived that matters had

gone too far, and had continued too long ;

that the period of fubordination had ceafed,

and that the dread of punifhment was over.

The daring demeanour of the Coromantee, and

the fullen afpe^l: of the Ebo, told him that they

feared not his threatg, and difregarded hia ad-

monitions. He therefore determined, by one

bold ftcp, to intimidate by terror rather than

enforce by precept j and, by the dint of in-

trepidity, to re-eftabliflt fubordination, or to

perifli in the attempt. Having communicated

his intentions to his managers and the different

white perfons on the eftate, they prepared

themfelves accordingly \ and the next morning,

at the ufual hour of labour, accompanied him

to the field.

When
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When the flaves were all aflembled, Beau-

marche, in a firm tone, told them, that, fee-

ing they had made fuch a bad ufe of the in-

dulgence and favours granted them, he had de-

termined to reduce them to their ^former ftate,

until, by their behaviour, they evinced a 'com-

plete reformation ; and that whoever, in fu-

ture, dared to refufe to execute, or to mur-

mur at his talk, fhould be punilhed with feve-

rity. A Coromantee, the ringleader of rebel-

lion, bold and fierce as the tyger of his coun-

try, threw down, in token of difobedience and

contempt, the bill he held in his hand ; and

folding his arms, with a fullen and determi-

ned countenance awaited the farther proceed-

ings of his mafter. Twenty more of the fame

nation followed the example of their country-

man. Beaumarche, prepared for the worft,

forgot not his refolutions ; and'flepping up to

the firft aggreflbr, ordered him inftantly to

take up his bill, and proceed to work on .pain

of immediate death. “ And who is to kill

me
!
(returned this undaunted chief, eyeing his

mailer
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inafter with Ineffable fcorn) a vjhite man ?’*

— /, villain! (fald Beaumarche, drawing a

piftol from his pocket, and prefeming It) /

The favage, enraged but not Intimida-

ted, fnatched up the bill (not as an inftrument

of labour but oi dejlru&ion)) and Beaumarche,

feeing no alternative, laid him inftantly dead

at his foot. The fudden and unexpe<Sted fate

of their leader, joined to the prompt and vi-

gorous condudf of Beaumarche and hi« fol-

lowers (each of whom, with cocked piftols in

their hands, denounced fimilar vengeance on

all who dared to rebel), ftruck a panic into the

minds of the moft refolute ; and, for the time,

crufhed this premeditated and alarming infur-

redlion. The twenty Coromantees, who had

thrown down their bills, were immediately

feized, and put in irons for future punhliment;

and the reft, profeffmg repentance and refig-

nation, proceeded, without murmuring, to the

labours of the day.

After a confinement of fome days, which

wa^
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was judged neceflary to imprefs on the Negro
mind a proper fenfe of recent tranfadlons, the

twenty Coromantees were folemnly brought

forth, before all the flaves on the plantation,

to receive that punifliment publicly, which the

nature of crimes fo atrocious required. Pre-

viouHy to the infliaion, Beaumarche addrefled

tiie whole body, not as a harfli and fangulnary

tyrant, but as a kind mafter and a friend. Pie

reprefented to them, in glowing colours, the

peculiar indulgences and comforts he had be-

llowed upon them fmce he came among them,
and their moft ungrateful and unnatural re-

turn. Pie reminded them, that, fmce his arri-

val, there had not been one public punilhment,

and that the crack of the whip had fcarcely

been heard on the eftate ; but finding that fa-

vours were produdive of diforder, and gentle-

nefs, of difobedience and rebellion, he was de-

termined to convince them that he could be
fevere as well as lenient, and juft as well as

humane. He, therefore, left it to their own
choice, whether, by their condud, they were
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to be treated, in future, as good Negroes, or

puniflied as bad ones. If the lafl;, he aflured

them, that no behaviour, on their fide, how-

ever daring or defperate, Would ever prevent

him, for a moment, from inflidling the moft

exemplary'and rigid punifliment
; whereas, on

the other hand, no confideration wouM induce

iiim to withhold favours from the diligent and

the deferring; norw'ould any thing afibrd him

more fincere pleafure than that of once more re-

fioring to them thofe indulgences and exemp-

tions they fo lately enjoyed. The cuftomary pu-

iiifliment of thirty-nine laflies was then appli-

ed ; but, from the fallen fortitude wdth which

they bore it, the managers were not inclined

to augur very favourable confequences.

For feme time, however, matters went on

in the ufual routine ; and Beaumarche was at

length fo much convinced of the thorough re-

formation of his Haves, that the period was

fixed upon, and even promlfed, for the refto-

^'ation of all their former indulgences ; with

tills
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this difference only, that, inftead of Saturdayt

Thurfday was the day allotted for the arrange-

ment of their own concerns. But thefe regula-

tions never took place j nor did the period ever

arrive, when this kind and benevolent mailer

reaped the rewards which his benevolent and

humane fyllem fo jullly intitled him to. The

fpirit wliich a twelvemontli’s eafe and feftivity

had kindled, could not be eafily extinguiflied

in minds prone to every excefs of enjoyment,

and become impatient under rellraint. Former

exemptions, excited no other fenfations than

the defire to extend the unbounded limits of

fenfualitv ; while recent eftablilhments of or-

der, rellridlions, and punilhments, dwelt in-

ceffantly on the mind, and filled the favage

foul with bloody and ungovernable revenge.

At the dead hour of night (may no fucli

ever vifit the inhabitants of thefe ifles
!)

the

alarming found of the plantation (hell was

heard at a diflance; and immediately after, one

of the overfeers, ru filing into our bedchamber,.

R 2 brought
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brought intelligence, that all our /laves and thofe

of the neighbouring eftates were in rebellion,

and proceeding to in/lant deftrudioti. Beau-

inarche had but juft time to feize his arms, and

give orders for a/Tembling all the whites and

the domeftic /laves, when the /hell blew at our

Negro houfes, not a quarter of a mile diftant.

The firft thing Beaumarche attended to, was to

intruft me and my infant child to the care of a

favourite Mulatto domeftic, with inftru61ions

to convey us with the utmoft fecrecy and dif-

patch to Port Louis, whither, he promifed to

follow as foon as it was pra£licable. It is ut-

terly out of the power of language to deferibe

what 1 fu/Fered at this moment. Lofing all

fenfe of my own fafety in the apprehenfion of

my hu/band’s danger, I clafped him in a fran-

tic embrace j and declaring I would not ftir

without him, implored him, by every expref-

fton of love, frenzy, and defpair, to accom-

pany me. But with this requeft he, in a few

hurried, though endearing words, a/Tured me,

it was utterly impo/fible for him to comply.

If
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If I abandon my property by lliglit, my dear-

efl Ilarriette (faid he), inevitable ruin muft

follow; Their firft flep, on miffing me, would

be to p^frtue, and, ki all probability, overtake

and facrifice us to their prefent fury. By re-

maining here on the fpot, undaunted and arm-

ed with my attendants, I fliall, at leafb, be

enabled to hear their complaints, and, by pro-

mifes, ward off immediate deftruclion, till

more cfFe<Tual means can be procured to crufli

the infurredion.” This, while he tenderly

embraced me, was all he could fay. Snatch-

ing up his fon, then but eighteen months old,

in his arms, he hurried me out of the roomj

half dreffed as I was, to a back door, where

the Mulatto flave and a horfe waited to receive

us.

Travellii^G through deep ravins and fo--

litary woods, we had proceeded by unfrequent-

ed paths a few miles from le Moule, when-,

afeending a deep hill, and hearing my guide*

exclaim, with aftonifhment and terrorj Mon
R 3 Dleu'
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Tiieu ! quilfpcBaclel I looked back, and beheld

our whole property, houfes, works, and plan-

tation, in one blaze. It is needkfs for me to

tell you what my fenfations were at that mo-

ment. Beaumarche occupied my whole mind ;

and had it not been for the remonflrance of

my guide, I actually would have returned, and,

amidft flames and deftrucHon, afcertained my

hufband’s fate, or have perifhed in the attempt.

The poffibility, however,, of his having efca-

ped, weighed more with me than any renion-

llrance or confideration of immediate danger.

Arrived at Port Louis, our intelligence fpread

univerfal terror and confternation. In a fhort

time multitudes came pouring in from the dif-

ferent adjacent properties j but neither Beau-

marche nor any perfon from ours were among

the number. At length fome flaves, who, by

Ikulking among the woods, had efeaped the

general flaughter, arrived, and narrated a tale

which, even at this diftance of time, I have

not power to recapitulate. Suffice it to fay,

that, after doing every thing wLIch humanity,

X ' prudence.
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prudence, and courage, could execute, my dear

and ill-fated liufband, and all his foiiowei^,

were maflacrcd, in a manner too {hocking for

defcription, by thofe who had fo often tafted

his bounty ; and who, under a government fo

liberal and mild, might have enjoyed eafe, com-

fort, and content.

It was many months before general tran-

quillity was eftabliflied by a fupprefhon of the

revolted Haves. A number of valuable pro-

perties were totally deftroyed ; among which

were thofe of Beaumarche, this coffee planta-

tion excepted ; which, from its peculiar fitua-

tion and diflance from the feat of rebellion,

happily efcaped. During this interval of con-

fufion and alarm, 1 remained at a friend’s

houfe in Port Louis, totally infenfible to every-

thing that paffed ; and, unlefs it were the

charms infeparable from the affedlions of a

fond mother, I may, with truth, affert, that

every other enjoyment was a ftranger to my
breafl.

I
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I HAD written home to my uncle an ac-

count of my calamity
; and having acquainted

him, at the fame time, with my incapacity to

engage in any thing relative to future manage-

ment, r waited with a patient Indifference till

he either arrived hirafelf, or deputed fome per-

fon on the fpot, to take charge of the remain-

ing wreck of our fortune. In the interval,

however, my friends here were not Inadive.

As I was, in every refped, by much the greateft

fufferer, they exerted themfelves warmly in my.

behalf; and, aduated by the double impulfe

of commifcration and benevolence, in a very

confiderable degree, retrieved my affairs from,

the defperate ftate in which the recent rebel-

lion had involved them. From the number

of revolted Negroes captured, it was judged

expedient to make it a general concern ; and

as a refloration of thofe to their former refi-

dence would, of all plans, have been the moft

dangerous, it was determined to diftribute the

levolters in fmall lots among thofe whofe

flaves ha;l efcaped infedion, and who, on their.

fide,
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Tide, agreed to exchange an equal number in

return. By this judicious and humane regu-

lation, a great many of thefe unhappy wretches

were faved from execution, and the different

fufferers confiderably indemnified for their re-

cent lofs. The good effeCls of this fyftem was

experienced by me in particular j for every

perfon being defirous to contribute to my re-

lief, above 500 choice flaves were, on my uncle’s

arrival, ready to be employed on his property

as foon as matters were in a fituation to re-

ceive them. This, however, could not be ac-

complifhed without confiderable time and ex-

pence j and my uncle, now advanced in life,

and unwilling to embark on new and extenfive

operations, judged it moft advifable to dif-

pofe of one effate, referving the other, well

Hocked and full handed,, for the behoof of his

grand-nephew, my fweet little Charles, the

innocent companion of my fufferings, and

foother of my diftrefs.

•

My uncle’s generofity ftopt not here. Ob^
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ferving my extreme averfion to engage again

in tranfa£Uons which recalled a remembrance

of late calamities, and agitated my mind with

horror and alarm, he, unknown to me, arran-

ged a plan of operations, which nothing but

the bed and moft benevolent difpofition could

have fuggefted. A fliort time after his arri-

val, he propofed, by way of exercife and a-

tnufement, a Ihort cxcurfion into the country.

During our ride, he took occafion to inquire if

I had ever feen our little coffee plantation,

which (he faid) he had fome thoughts of keep-

ing ? On my anfwering in the negative, he

informed me, that we were little more than a

mile from it ; and finding I had no obje£fion,

we druck fuddenly into a path that winded up

a deep mountain, through fcenes the mod ro-

mantic and pi£furefque I had ever beheld.

On reaching the fummit, and obferving no-

thing that announced habitation, I could not

help telling my iincle, that his miles were ra-

ther long ones. To which he only anfwered

with
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ukh a fmile, not altogether fo Jong as you ima-

gine. As we continued flowly defcending, my
eye, all at once, was arrefted by a pidlure com-

_

pofed of the moll interefling group of rural

beauties Nature could well produce A Hoping

lawn, overfpread with the moft vivid verdure,

occupied about a mile of a charming valley, in-

terfperfed with fwelling hills, planted with cof-

fee, adorned with the cabbage^ the cocoa-nut,

and the cotton tree, in all their toweritig glory,

and furrounded by abrupt cliffs and flupen-

dous mountains, whofe unmolefted forefts

feemed to wave their lofty branches in the

clouds. In the midft of this romantic retreat

flood a fimple, though neat, habitation, en-

circled with the orange tree, the fhaddock, and

the lime, in fruits and in blofibms. The green

banana, waving and ruflling to the breeze,

gave a real, as well as an imaginary, fenfe of

coolnefs ; while the thick umbrage of’ the

fpreading tamarind tree, as you entered, caft a

fombre and grateful (hade around. The ftill-

nefs and awful grandeur of the feene gave a

double
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double efFe£l to the mingled founds that occa-

fionally caught the ear. A fmall gang of

flaves, with laughter and fong, were picking

coffee on the furrounding dopes. The roar-

ing of the mountain dream came foftened

at a didance *, while a group of little naked

favages ran clamoroufly fportlng before the

door. On our approach, I was not a little fur-

prifed to find Caton, my trudy mulatto guide,

ready to receive us
j
and on entering the houfe,

my adonifliment increafed, on perceiving two

or three favourite female flaves (whom I former-

ly conceived had periflied in the general wreck)

come running up to me, with a mingled expref-

fion of joy and forrow in their countenances,

which touched me fenfibly. “ God blefs you,

Mlffis! (faidthey all in one voice) God ^mighty

blefs you, good Miffis ! We once happy wid

you, Miffis
•,
butMaffa—good Maffa deadl— we

•neba be happy no more !” INIy tears w'ere all

the aiifwer I could give to thefe kind and

mournful falutatlons: and my uncle perceiving

my afflidllon, condu<5led me to a neat hall,

hand-
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liandfomely furnlfhed *, where, having called

for fome wine, he changed the converfation, by

enquiring after M. Bellanger. “ And what

have you got for dinner, Quafhiba (faid my

uncle) ?”— Me have got peppa pot, Mafla

(faid old Quaftiiba)—Me know Miffis love cm

—Me have got craw-fifh and mountain mullet

frelh from de riva—One fine noung kid be

kill this morning, Mafia—and me have nice fat

capon at de fia.”— Bravo

!

<^faid my uncle,

laughing) M. Bellanger, I find, lives like a

prince j and your miftrefs and I will dine with

him to-day, Quafliiba.”— God blefs you,

MalTa! (faid Quafhiba) me go make ting ready.”

My uncle then informed me that M. Bellanger

was the gentleman who fuperintended the pro-

perty. “ He has been here (faid he) above

ten years ; during which time he has, in every

refpeci:, given me much reafon to be pleafed with

his conducl:. Independently of great worth

and modefty, he has a thorough knowledge of

the treatment of the flaves, who all adore him,

and who, fince his refidence here, have, in con-

S fequence
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fequenee of his judicious treatment, increafed

<iearly one half. He has feJt the cruihing hand
of misfortune, poor man

!
(faid my u^cle) as

well as others i and as he is a gentleman by

birth, manners, and education, I have placed

him here, in a Stuation which is not difadvan-

tageous, and with which he is perfectly fatis-

hed* You fee he is a man of tafte by the neat-

nefs and propret^ of every thing around him,

The houfe, indeed, is much iarger than he has

any occafzon for; but as my brother and I

loved the man, we allowed him to a6:, in every

refpe«2t, according to his own fancy ; and I am
really charmed with the improvements he has

made fince my abfence. In the evening we

will take a walk, and explore more minutely

the beauties of this little fpot; which, I aifure

you, are not few. M. Bellanger can furnifh

us with excellent beds i and I cannot help

thinking (faid my uncle), that you will lleep

fully as comfortably here as in the burning

town of Port Louis.

For
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For the firft time, during fix months, I fat

down to a repaft, where comfort, ferenity, and

peace, prefided. There was fomething in the

whole of this day’s entertainment that operated

on my mind fenfibly j- fomething that mitiga-

ted my pains, foothed my melancholy, and

poured a healing balm into a wounded fpirit.

The novelty and unexpedied beauty of the

place ; the quiet, content, and apparent happi-

nefs, that feemed to reign every where around;

the interview with thofe whom I never ex-

pci^ed to have feen, and who all vied with

each other in rendering me offices of kindnefs

;

the cheerfulnefs and hilarity of my good uncle’s

converfation, joined to the mild, fenfible, jfnd

engaging manners of M. Bellanger—all con-

fpired to deaden the poignancy of recent af-

fli(flion, and difpofe the wearied wo-worn mind

to refignation and repofe.

In the evening my uncle, during the in-

fluence of a refrefhing breeze, led me through

a variety of feenery, new, interefting, and de-

S 2 lightful.
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lightful. The hour of labour had juH ceafed,

and the flaves were returning, with merriment

and joy, each to their refpeftive home, to pre-

pare their fupper ; the Negro’s chief and fa-

vourite repaft. The departing rays of the fet-

tlng fun, faintly gilded with a foftened light the

tops of the furrounding mountains, leaving a

reviving coolnefs in the valley below ; where

the orange, the lemon, the pimento, and the

lime, fcattered their rich and united fragrance.

The brightning verdure of the Guinea-grafs

pafture, fweetly contrafted the plantain walks

deeper green ; the ftream rolled babbling thro’

the banana grove ; and, ever and anon, the

fliaggy goats, that bronzed along the neigh-

bouring rocks, in tender refponfes anfwered to

their complaining younglings below. But why

(faid Madame Bellanger) need I defcribe what

you all hear and fee at this moment ? In this

identical plantain walk where we now (it, my

uncle, perceiving the increafing pleafure I ex-

perienced from an afl'emblage of objetls at

once peaceful, pidlurcfque, and fublime, alked

me

f
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jiie what I thought of M. Bellanger’s fitua*.

tion ? “ i think,. Sir (faid 1), it is perfedl

paradife ; never did I behold any more com-

pletely to my tafte .”— ** It is rather retired

(faid my uncle, with feeming indifference), and

will therefore,, by many, be confideredtfombre

and dull/’— The retirement (faid I) is to me

one of its principal attra£fions. The glare and

buftle of the world are calculated only for the

happy, the bufy, or the gay j but to thofe W'ho

have experienced, adverfity, and from whom
the elTential fources of enjoyment are for ever

dried up,, a retreat from general amufement

mull be a relief; and a fecurity from intrufion,

a charm : at leaft (faid I, with tears) they are

fo to me.”—“ My dear Harriette (faid my
uncle,, taking, me kindly, by the hand), I rejoice

to hear, thefe fentiments. My fcheme, I per-

ceive, has fucceeded to my wifh ; for, to be

plain with you, my motive in brioging you

hitlier, w'as.no other than to found your incli-

nations relative to your making this fpot your

future place of refidence*. Having now ar-

S 3 ranged
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ranged matters fo as to be enabled to return and

pafs the remainder of my days in Europe, I

mean to fhake myfelf free of ail Weft Indian

concerns, and content myfelf with the fortune

I have already acquired ; which, thank God, is

amply fufficient. For this purpofe, it is my

intention, previoufly to my departure, to make

over the whole of the remaining property,

now well flocked and prepared for future im-

provement, to your infant fon : and it refts

with you, as a mother and a friend, to render

this effectual, by fuperintending it till he arrive

at an age when, with propriety, he can take care

. of it himfelf. In the intermediate time, your

refidence here will be fuited to your inclina-

tions ; and, through the afliftance of M. Bel-

,
tanger, every thing conducted with eafe and

tramjuillity. I have prepared him for the

%vent i
and, I am perfuaded, nothing will be

Wanting on his part to advance your intereft,

and render your fituation agreeable. The pre-

fcnt plantation, as it now ftands, with the

Haves and every thing pertaining to it, I (hall

alTign
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aflign over to you and your daughter, my fweet

Antoinnette, whom I love with the affe£Hon

of a father, and to whofe ‘'education my beft

and unwearied attentions fhall be dedicated. Till

this is accomplifhed, your time here can neither

be unpleafant nor unprofitable. It will be

chiefly occupied in the agreeable office of an

inftru6lor to your young fon, and as a guardian

of thofe properties which, at a future period.,,

will devolve to each of your children. Add

to this, that by the time education calls one

home, the other will be reftored to you with

every improvement to fweeten your retire-

ment, by the poflTeflion of an accomplifhed

companion, to enliven your fociety, and a con-

fident to foothe and folace your diftrefs.

It is unneceflary, I prefume, to remark,
>

that an addrefs fo kind, liberal, and affe£lionate,

filled me with gratitude and efteem, and that

the refult of my uncle’s humanity was my im-

mediate retreat hither. I have now refided in

this peaceful retirement about fifteen years

;

during



during which time I have experienced increa*-

fing pleafure
; while Time, tlie grand deadener

©f afili<rtioni has, in a great meafure, foftened

the acutenefs of former diftrefs. One of the

principal fources of my happinefs has been the

growing profperity of thofe immediately under

my prote£l:ion ; and by the admirable manage-

ment and afliftance of M. Bellanger, who has

gone hand in hand with me in all my plans,

we have happily eftabliflied a fyftem which, to

every mind endowed with humanity, muft af-

ford real and fubftantial pleafure. From thirty

Haves, which, exclufively of a few domeftics,

were all the Negroes on- the plantation when

I arrived, the number ha& now increafed to

fifty-five. But this (faid Madame Bellanger)

is a fmall confideration, when w-e refle£t that

all thefe are furrounded- with comforts ; are

regular, decent, and orderly, in their ccndud

;

kind to one another j
and fo attached to me,

and pleafed with their condition, that they

prefer it to abfolute freedom

;

an offer which

they have repeatedly refufed. “ God preferve
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US !
(faid Penguin, who liftened attentively to

this laft part of the narrative) God preferve us,

Madame! this is wonderful indeed! How, in

the name of necromancy, have you performed

fuch miracles, and produced a revolution in

the Negro mind which was never before heard

of ?”— The revolution is not fo miraculous

(faid Madame Bellanger), when circumftances

are duly attended to. I fhall indeed confefs,

that what I have happily accomplilhed could

not be practicable every •where

;

but my fitua*

tion being peculiarly favourable, I availed my-

felf of the opportunity to introduce a new

mode of treatment

:

the particulars of which I

fiiall now explain.

The condition of the Negro, not only with

regard to mere flavery, but to the various mi-

fcrics annexed to a ftate of favage and unfocial

barbarifm, had often flruck my mind forcibly,

and as often induced me to inveftigate the

caufe, with a view to remedy the evil. The

more I examined, and the longer I reafoned

on
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on this Aibje£V, the more was I convinced, that

the principal fource of calamity was a total

negle<^l of inftitutions, calculated to wean the

mind infenfibly from habits of intemperance,

and make it enamoured of foetal and domeJHc

peace. Could I only convince thefe poor crea-

tures (faid I), that they would gain more by

kind and uniform attention to one another,

tlian by a gratification of temporary and pre-

carious indulgence, much might be done.

Thofe unhappy jars and perpetual animofities,

which difturb and deftroy tranquillity, might

ceafe } and, inftead of hatred and diflenfion,

very different confequences enfue. Marriage,

properly eftablifhed between the parties, I well

knew was, of all other methods, the moll like-

ly to check irregularity, and produce general

union : but marriage, without fomething to ren-

der it binding, folemn, and attradlive, was

next to nothing. A fenfe of decency was firft

to be implanted, before conjugal fidelity could

even be underjiood

;

and an impreffion of mo-

defty, juftice, and attachment, made on the

unreafoning
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unreafoning mind, before either (hame could

attend turpitude, or confeious rectitude fpring

from decorum. To have attempted this by

precepty would have been as ridiculous as in..

efFe<Slual i but as intereft never fails to operate

in all fituations, and as every thing confpired

to favour the attempt, I communicated my

plan to M. Bellanger ; who, heartily approving

of it, engaged to contribute, by every means in

his power, to carry it into execution.

My Negroes, it muft be obferved, were few

in number, and thefe all chofen and valuable

ilaves. Their place of refidence likewife was

fo remote and completely feparated from other

properties, that litde or no intercourfe, and

confequently few bad examples, could operate

to counteradl the effects of good inftitutions.

But what I confidered as one of the greateft

advantages, was the males and females being

nearly equal in number ; and, except three or

four old Creoles, none above the age of thirty.

Thus Ctuated, my preliminary fteps towards a

general
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general reformation of manners was, firfl; to

encourage marriage, and then to render it as

binding and lading as poflible. This I at-

tempted, by leaving every one to their own

choice, and having the ceremony performed

by M. Bellanger with folemnity before me,

and invariably in the prefence of all the flaves

on the plantation, to whom I gave a marriage

feaft, inftituted for the occafion. Thefe cere-

monies were always accompanied with dona-

tions and advantages to the parties, with pro-

mifes of additional favours for an adherence

to conjugal duty, and with denunciations of

punifliment and difgrace for the fmalleft in-

fringement of fidelity. Ne riez paS) Monfieur

Penguin {faid Madame Bellanger) ; do not

laugh. I am convinced, from long experience,

that a negie£t of thefe eflentiai duties is the

grand caafe, not only of all the Negro’s mif-

condu61:, but of our fubfequent misfortune.

Let us only for a moment refle£f what would

be the confequence among ourfelves were we

reduced to fimilar fituations. If every man

had
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had as many wives, and thefe as many hufbands,

as the Negroes, where fliould we look for ho-

nour or attachment on one fide j or modefty,

fidelity, or love on the other ? Would not all

be envy, rage, and uproar, as it too often is

among them ? But, exclufively of every other

confideration, how can we ever expecfl an in-

creafe of population amid ft fuch unreftralned

and fcandalous irregularity ? How look for

attention and afFedlion among parents, when
no parent feels the tie? Can the hulband

clafp his reputed olFspring to his heart, when
he knows not who is the father ? Can the

mother watch over and nurture with tender-

nefs her infant charge, when flie fees no pa-

rent who claims it as his own, feels for its

wants, or provides for its neceflities ? Impof-

fiblel Yet fuch is the real ftate of matters

among the ill-fated Negroes
; the fatal confe-

quences of which are in thefe iflands yearly

and daily but too evident. While population

is unattended to, importation neceffarily muft

follow. A frefh fucceflion of ignorant, and,

T for
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for fome time, ufelefs wretches, torn from

their country and friends, poured in upon us

to fupply deficiencies *, and ere they can be

ferviceable to us, or ufeful to themfelves, ex-

pofed to a variety of fufferings, which, by

attention and perfeverance on our parts, might

be greatly prevented.”—“ And did you expe-

rience no difficulties in eftablifhing this fyftem

of matrimonialfidelity (faid Penguin with a

fneer)—“ Many (faid Madame Bcllanger). It

was of all other talks the moll arduous I had

to encounter.”—“ I believe fo” (faid Penguin,

cxultingly).—“ Perfeverance, however, and,

let me add, a little feverity, at laft prevailed

(faid Madame Bellanger). Corporal punifli-

ment I ever difllked *, it degrades, deprefles,

and hardens, the mind •, and, unlefs for the

commiffion of crimes altogether atrocious or

dangerous, I have generally laid it afide. The

• mode I adopted, on the prefent occafion, to re-
s

prefs vice and punifh difobedience, I have rea-

fon to think, was much more efFedtual.—I fhall

briefly mention it.

As
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As a general encouragement to marriage,

and as an inducement to an implicit adherence

to its laws, I indulged the parties with an ad-

ditional day of recreation in every month
; and

as a farther mark of my favour, I, on the even-

ing of the fame day, eftabliflied an entertain-

ment or little feftival, partly as a commemo-
ration of matrimonial union, and partly as an

example of cheerfulnefs, joined with the ut-

moft regularity and temperance. I likewife

made a practice of vifiting often the houfes of

the new married pair, enquiring particularly

after their Tittle concerns and comforts ; and

while I examined their hogfties, poultry, pro-

vifions, furniture, and articles of apparel, as

proofs of my approbation, and as an encourage-

ment to future indultry, I ufed generally to

leave fome marks of my bounty behind me.
Thcfe gratifications and peculiar attentions,

which (leaving gratitude out of confideration)

operate powerfully on the Negro mind, were
all withheld from the unmarried, and inftantly

withdrawn from the infringers of matrimonial

1 2 peace
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peace and decorum The day allotted for re^

creation was to them a day of labour ; the

hours of feftivlty, dance, and merry-making,

were to them the hours of folitude, dejeftion,

and mental pain. Add to this, that while a

growing profperity attended the meritorious, a

flationary and deprefling penury accompanied

the bad. The bounty, the kind attentions, the

prefence, and the fmiles of their miftrefs, no

longer decorated their little cabins, ornament*

ed their perfons, or cherifhed their hearts; the

happinefs and cheerful looks of their feliot\-

labourers eternally met their eye ;
the taunts

and feoffs of the unfeeling perpetually wound-

ed their ear. All was unprofitable, fad, and in-

fupportable ; till, urged by neceflity, and over-

come by remorfe, they ufed frequently to

watch an opportunity, throw themfelves on

their knees before me, and, with tears and la-

mentations, exclaim, “ 0 MiJJiSi me bad Nega!

Make me good ; me neba be bad no more!

It was by fuch methods as thefc (faid INIa-

dame
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ilame Bellanger) that I at length conquer-

ed the obftinacy of habitual intemperance

;

broke down the barriers to domcftic harmony,

and weaned the favage mind from fcenes of

irregularity, to order, induftry, and content.

I mull, however, confefs, tliat before this was

accompliflied, I experienced much trouble and

repeated vexation : and fuch is the extreme

perverfenefs, and fuch the natural propeiifities

of this turbulent creature, that, to render my
fydem efle^lual and permanent, I was forced

to difpofe of fome of the moft incorrigible,

although otherwife the moft valuable Negroes

in my pofieflion, in order to preferve the reft

from infeifion. I have now, for fome years,

reaped the fruits of my labours. While I per-

ceive my property in flaves yearly increafe, I

have the double confolation of feeing thefe

yearly improve in morals and advance in pro-

fperity. My young Negroes have been all

brought up under my own eye ;• and, next to

the joys of maternal love, I declare, before

God, that of all the other circumftances an-

T 3 nexed
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nexed to my fituation, that of attending to th^

inftru£lion and comfort of thefe little wretches,

has alForded me the moft heartfelt delight.

Thefe I have educated in the principles of our

religion ; and as the piety and excellent qua-

lities of M. Bellanger were admirably calcu-

lated for the talk, he, at my requeft, has aded

for fome years as general paftor to the w'hole

flock. In a fhort time you will hear, and, if

you incline, fee them all at vefpers ; a cere-

mony regularly performed every evening, to-

gether with matins, and a Ihort moral difcourfe,

delivered by Monfieur Bellanger every Sunday

morning. I am not (faid Madame Bellanger,

on feeing Penguin fmile contemptuoufly) en-

thufiaft enough to think that 1 can make all

my Negroes good Catholics ; far lefs do I fup-

pofe that the principles of our faith can be in-

ftilled effedually into the uncultivated minds

of a rude multitude imported from the coafts

of Africa. But it has ever been my opinion,

that before moral precepts can be inculcated,

or vicious habits overcome, example muft

firft
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firft take the lead ; and that no example can be

effectual without a previous convi£lion in the

minds of the inftru£led, that the inftru£lors

are governed by the pure influence of juftice,

mercy, and truth : an imprefflon not to be

made on the ignorant and unthinking part of

mankind, if the external appearance of piety

is totally neglcdded. There are few minds fo

completely rude, as to be infcnfible to fome

kind of devotion ; no defcription of people,

however favage, but who have fome objedf of

adoration, to whom they look up for help in

the day of neceffity, praife in the hour of de-

livery, or invoke on the ratification of any

thing folemn and binding between man and

man. To throw therefore the appearance of

piety afide, or to negledl thofc external marks

which never fail to operate upon the human

mind, is, in fact, to conceal, amidfl; all the

beauty of moral redlitude, and all the precepts

of exemplary duty, an objedf the moft lumi-

nous and attradive to allure, enlighten, and

guide, the darkened multitude to the paths of

virtue.
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virtue. I have therefore (concluded Madame
Bellanger) made it an invariable rule, to pre-

fent to the Negro mind iomtthing/uperior to

morals, in order to bring thefe more efFeclually

into practice. I have inftituted regular devo-

tion among ourfelves, to imprefs a thorough

conviction of our fmcerity and worth on the

Have
; and while 1 have thus accompanied good

•works with folemn obfervances, the progrefs

which my young difciples have made, leave no

doubt remaining, that my inftitution has ma-

terially tended to a general reformation of

manners among them. But it is now near the

hour of vefpers, and I muft attend my charge.

Is it agreeable to you (faid Madame Bellanger, .

with a benignant fmile) to accompany me, and

witnefs the truth of my aflertion V*

END OF MADAME BELLANGER’s HISTORY.

Madame
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MADAME Bellanger having ended her

interefting narrative, we readily accepted of

her invitation, and accompanied her to vef-

pers. The fpot deftincd for the performance

of this nightly duty was the back yard of the

dwelling-houfe ; in the centre of which ftood

a large tamarind tree, whofe fhade gave an ad-

ditional folemnity to the feene which was

about to be performed. Under this tree, on

our arrival, we found all the Negroes aflembled,

ranged in rows, and kneeling in a devout and

orderly manner. A piazza or back gallery to

the houfe, which rofe about eight or ten fteps

from the ground, was occupied by M. Bellan-

ger, Madame Bellanger, her daughter, and the

domeftic Haves *, and which, from its fituation,

was extremely well calculated for exhibiting

that fervour of devotion, fo particularly dif-

played by the paftor and proprietor during the

whole fervice. I was altogether furprifed at

the propriety, decency, and eorre£lnefs of

thofe, whofe fituation and habits naturally pre-

difpofed me to exped fomething very different*

All
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All was attention, decorum, and devotion.
The refponfes and accompaniments were per-
formed with the utmoft eraanefs

j and as a
mufical ear is almoft infeparable from the Ne-
gro, every tone was in perfea unifon

; every
cadence in harmony. In my life I never heard
a concert that came fo home to my heart! I

looked at Mrs Penguin, and found her eyes
fwimming in rapture j I gave a glance to her
hufbaiui, whofe fullcnnefs even evinced fads,
fadlion.

When the fervice, which laftcd about half
an hour, was over, Madame Bellanger ftepped
forward to the front of the gallery, and addrelT-
ed her fable audience in the following words :

« My good Negroes! you have now offered up
your thanks to your Maker for the benefits

which his mercy beftows on you daily. Bleffed
are theywho maintain his laws by doing good ac.

tions to one another
; obferving decency, order,

and fobriety, and a cheerful obedience to their

fuperiors, who will always take pleafure in re-

warding
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warding their good condu£^.—This Is the Mar-

riage feafi,—Go, my good Negroes
!

go, be

happy and be orderly ; and remember, that

your Miftrefs firft gave it to make you kind

hujhandst loving ’wivesy offc^lionate parents ^ and

dutiful children ; and that as long as you con-

tinue fuch, you fliall never want the Marriage

flipper !”

—

God Amigbty hlefs youy good Mif-

fis /” was the general and clamorous anfwer.

In an inftant all was rapture and tumultu-

ous joy. The inllruments of mufic founded

to the charge—the circle was formed—the

dancers took their ftation in the centre—fifty

voices rofe in wild unifon ; while the bangah,

the tom tom, and the clapping of hands, accom-

panied the general chorus. At nine o’clock the

dance ceafed *, and was immediately fucceeded

by a good fupper, fuited to the Negro palate,

and, for additional comfort, ferved up in a de-

tached houfe, where each could enjoy the free-

dom of the feaft unreftrained by the pre-

fence of his fuperior. A draught of generous

beer
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beer and a dram were diflributed to every

grown perfon : a bottle of good punch crown-

ed the banquet. At ten, precifely, M. Bellan-

ger’s entrance was the fignal for departure;

when this joyous and happy afiembly broke

up, and, finging, laughing, and contented, re-

paired to their home and repofe.

Next morning, at breakfaft, we could not

avoid jointly complimenting Madame Bellan-

ger on the uncommon elFecls which her admi-

rable and humane inftltution had produced.'

For my own part, I was fuch an enthuGaft on

the fubje£l, that I could hardly talk or think

of any thing elfe. Is it your opinion (faid

I), Madame Bellanger, that any fuch plan as

that which you have eflabliflied could he ge-

nerally adopted, or Gmilar confequences

nerally produced Penguin gave me one of

his pleafant fmiles. I would fain hope (faid

Madame Bellanger) that, at fome future pe-

riod, it might ; and yet (continued fhe), from

the knowledge and experience I have had of

Negro
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Negro habits and difpoCtions, I am forced to

coiifcfs that I have my doubts. I have already

fpecified the very favourable caufes which ena-

bled me to introduce innovations in general

practice, and bring my fyftem to perfection

;

not to mention the local advantages of retire-

ment and diftant vicinity, which I confider of

great confequence. The qualities of my Haves

(who were all picked and feleCted), together

with the fmallnefs of their number, are cir-

cumftances rarely conjoined, and confequently

fcldom to be expeCled. Many of my Negroes

likewife were Creoles, brought up as domeftics

under the eye of Europeans from their infancy;

and the few who were advanced in life, were

not only eminent for their fuperior condu<Si

and experience, but placed in fituations calcu-

lated to prefent an example to the reft ; and

by the comforts and wealth they polTefted, to

imprefs a fenfe of the advantages arifing from

induftry: the fureft hold we can have of the

Negro, and the moft effeClual charm to attach

him to the foil. But what Tconfider as the

U chief
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chief caufe of my reform (faid Madame Bel-

Janger), was the pofleffion of fuch a perfon as

Mr Bellanger *, who, exclufive of the juftice,

benevolence, and in'flexible integrity, which

uniformly accompanied his adminiftration, ex-

hibited in his whole demeanour fuch a daily

pi£fure of mild piety, temperance, and regu-

larity, as could not fail to {lamp on the minds

of the moft infenfible, -fomething deeper than

the imprefilons of superiority and com-

mand. Yet, notwithftanding ^z// thefe advan-

tages, and they certainly are great, you have

Beard how difficult it was for me to effeftuatc

jny purpofe ;
and that before I could produce

a general adherence to order, decency, and mo-

deration, I was forced to part with fome of the

moft valuable fl'aves in my pofleffion.

•

“ But I hope, Madame (faid I, with much

fimpliclty), that what you have done will in-

duce others to follow your example, and efTe£l: a

general reformation.’" At this remark, Penguin

burft out into a loud laugh j and giving me a

fuper-

>
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fupercillous look, peculiar to him, faid, What

the devil, Sir ! are you fimple enough to think,

that what Madame Bellanger has, with fuch

difficulty, accompliffied here in fifteen years

with thirty or forty flaves, can be done with

thirty or forty thoufand ? Is- a manager, or

the proprietor of an eftate, to give dances znd

marriage fejilvah every month to four or five

hundred Negroes, among whom as many hun-

dred vices predominate ? Or is it to be hoped,

that a favage aflemblage of new Negroes from

Africa are to be influenced by the ties of relh-

gien, morality, decency, and all thefe fine things,

the fame as a few choice flaves, almoft all na-

tives, and tutored with the care and kindnefe

of children ? No, no, by Jove ! If we mean

to fucceed, and wifh to preferve our throats

from being cut, we muft purfue very different

methods indeed. Inflead offeajls, we muft im-

prefsfear i inftead of indulgencies, we muft at-

tend to difcipline. Nothing agrees with this

infernal turbulent animal fo much as ftri£l fub-

ordination ; nothing keeps down his curfed

U 2 paffions
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paflions fo effc<Slually as Ah !

exclaimed Madame Bellanger, with infinite

<iifguft) Fous Anglois font cruel Thank

you, Madame (faid Penguin)
j but if we are

cruel, your favourite and admired children

oblige us to be fo ^ for experience, which I

take to be better than theoryy tells us that it is

abfolutely necelTary,”— I deny it (faid Ma-

dame Bellanger), for without theory I have

produced proofs to the contrary.”—“ Come,

come, Madame I (faid Penguin) we are not to

be led away by a particular inftance. Yoto

have had fifteen years experience of choi^

Haves ; I have had near double that experience

of very ordinary ones. "We fhall allow yo'd

every degree of merit for what you have ac-

complifhed ; nay, I freely confefs, that what I

have feen has not only pleafed but aftoni^^

me. The fyftem you have adopted iS "admi-

rable ; but it can never be a general ovlz : the

thing is impoffible.”— ** Why ?” (faid Madame

Bellanger)— Becaufe it is impra6licable (faid

Penguin) j and this, to every perfon

acquainted
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Acquainted with the nature of Weft Indian pror

perty, is apparent. Tour NegroeSi iny dear

Madam, may be faid to h.e a family nijrtvred

and brought up under your own eye, where

the wauts, the vices, and the virtues, of each

individual are watched, deteifled, and attended

to, tlie inftant they appear. But wlU ?ny per-

fon of experience gravely aflbrt, that this can

be doite on an eftate where there are ten tknes

the number of Haves, eompofed ,9/ various

tribes, manners, habits, and difpoiitions ? Tp
effedf fuch would require for every manager

Ve have, Un ; and for every overfeer, twenty

•

But even admitting we could alcertain

important fa<Sts, how are we Xp apply remedies

for each difeafe ? After we have minutely m-
•veftigated ehara<^ber, fo as to enable ns to form

a Juft idea of the peculiar fatrfts and epcqelfen.-

fies^pf each) 1k>w are we to render tlie general

niafs pure ? how are we to prevent oprrtamitia-

-tion ? Are we to feparate the Iheep frpm th/e

goats, as you have done, by di/pofiflig of the

bad to preserve dbe good from

U3 Were
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Were this mode generally adopted, I am

afraid, Madame, we fliould have very few Ne-

groes remaining to cultivate our properties. I

mean not to (hock you by faying any thing

harfh or illiberal ; but with all your partialities,

you muft allow that, in the prefent ftate of the

Negro, there are many things ingrafted on his

nature fo incorrigibly bad and provokingly per-

verfe, as to blaft and dellroy the few fruits and

bloflbms which occafionally appear. Their tem-

pers and difpofitions
”

I SHALL readily allow (interrupted Ma-

dame Bellanger), that there are many unami-

able and harfh traits in the Negro charadler *,

but what has been done on our part to render,

them a better, a wifer, or a more amiable

people? Has one ftep been taken to polifh

the ruggednefs of their nature ?—has a fingle

method been tried to foften the ferocity of

their paffions, or foothe the afperity of a con-

dition, rendered irritable by bondage, and har-

dened by defpair ?—has the hand of benevo-

lence
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lence been ever flretcbed out, to aflure them

they would be cherilhed or protedled from op-

prefllon ?—has the tear of commiferation been

ever fhed, to tell them that we feel for cala-

mities which we cannot remove ?—Oh, Mon-

fieur Penguin, Monfieur Penguin (exclaimed

the good Madame Bellanger, warmed with the

fubjedt), tell me not of fpecks and tints in the

Negro charadfer, where there are fuch dark

and difmal (hades in our own

!

Let us firft

rectify our own ways, before we arraign the

condudl of others ; let us firft fhow an ex-

ample of virtue, moderation, and juftice, among

ourfelves, before we condemn crimes arifing

from ignorance and habit ; crimes which are

doubly rivetted by our own fhamelefs vices

and unblufhing enormities.”—“ What are

thefe, Madame” (faid Penguin ).— What are

they I (faid Madame Bellanger) they arc too

many. Among us here, I have heard and

feen too much to convince me, that a fcanda-

lous negledt of morals is every where exhibited

to the eye of thofe whom we have the impu-

pudence
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dence to condemn for vice and irregularity

}

and if what has been faid of pur iflands be

true, the example muft ftill be worfe.”— For

heaven’s fake (faid Penguin) let us hear what

tliefe horrid crimes and raifdemeanours are.”

« Monsieur Penguin (faid Madame Bei-

langer, gravely), I hope you w^ill believe me

incapable of making invidious comparifons be-

tween nations ; but Jjnee you have forced this

fubje(Sl upon me, I ihall freely communicate

what I have heard relative to the conducl of

theEnglifti in the different iflandsj and as free-

ly deliver my feiitiments on the confequenees.

If I have been wrong informed, you will fet me

right i for I wi£h not to difgrace my argu-

ments by prejudice, far lefs to fuppoit them by

error. In the firft place, Monfieur Penguin,

I have been told, that, in all your iflands, the

Ceergy are not only worthlefs but abandon-

ed.”-—** O, by heavensl I can fay very little

for :(f»id Pengum—- Eh Men {faid Ma-

jdatac Bdlanger)—I am likewife informed,

MonCeur,
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Monfieur, that the confequences of this admi*

rable example in your paftors are evident in

the condudf of the general inhabitants, with

regard to religious obfcrvances 1 and if we may

be allowed (faid flie, with a fmile) to judge of

the whole by the few we have here among us>

I fhould fuppofe that your churches are not

generally over^crovtdedJ' Penguin remained fi-

lent. “ In the next place, Monfieur, I have

been informed, that, on the whole, your flavei

arc much left happy than ours \ that is to fay,

that, while you impofe the fame hardfliips, you

interfperfe not (if I may ufc the expreffion)

the fame comforts to render thofe hardihips

more fupportable ; that,' while your puniilw

ments arc equally fevcrc for crimes, your rc»

wards and indulgences are not equally benevo-

lent to recompenfc and encourage virtue •, that,

while the command and the frown of feverity

are kept up to deter the fmile of approbation,

the tribute of applaufe, and even the relaxa-

tion of kind and familiar converfation, are too

often withheld.”—“ We do not make compar

mans
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nions of them as the French do (fald Penguin),

I muft confefs.”'—“ I underftand you perfectly

(faid Madame Bellanger, nodding her head)

;

but we fhall wave this difculTion, and proceed

to what I conceive of much greater confe-

quence.

You have already admitted that your clergy

are extremely bad j that a regular and general

attention to religious duty is negle£fed through-

out your iflands ; let me now afle you, Sir,

what is the general condudl of your managers,

overfeers, attorneys, and even proprietors of

.eftates, with regard to that delicate intercourfe

hetwixt the fexes, fo confpicuoufly notorious

liere ?”— Much the fame, I fuppofe” (faid

Penguin, with indifference).—«* Then, Sir, al-

low me to fay, that, of all others, the English

have the leaft right to complain of Negro

vices, pafTions, and irregularities. What ! (hall

the violaters of what is facred, decent, and be-

coming, dare to arraign the intemperance of

thofe whofe Ignorance they ought to enlighten,

and
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and whofe morals they ought to improve ? Is

a difregard to religious duties, and a diflblute-

nefs of manners among fuperlors, to produce

a contrary condud in their flaves ? How is it

poJfibUi Sir, to imprefs on the minds of the lat-

ter a favourable opinion of the honour, juftice,

or fincerity, of the former, when they fee the

moft aweful obligations negle£fed, and the

moft folemn duties call afide ? How, in the

nature of things, inculcate moderation, or fup-

prefs paflions, among the favage and the illi-

terate, who, as often as they look round, per-

ceive fuch fcandalous licentioufncfs daily prac-

tifed by thofe whom they are inftrudled to

reverence ; nay, by the very perfon who
wiflies to imprefs them with ideas not only

of his fuperior wifdom, but of his fuperior

worth ? Do they not fee this white m.an of

power fingle out the fable obje£t of his de*-

fire, and order her to his bed ? Do they not

fee this man of equity fometimcs encroach on

the property of another ? And while the wife

is fnatched from the bofom of her hulband,

^ and
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and the bonds of conjugal afFe£Hon are broken,

do they not hear this man of mercy and mora^

iity denounce punifliment to overcome reluc-

tance, and prefer rewards to lure her from

the paths of decorum to thofe of vice and in-

fidelity ? Is not every trait of modefty under-

mined by the emiflaries he employs for feduc-

lion ? Is not every principle of delicacy era-

dicated by the rapacity of his inordinate plea-

fures? Does not another, and ai^her, and

nnotber^ fucceed to the ftation of infamy ? nay,

oven after the favourite Sultana is chofen and

admitted near the throne, is not the handker-

chief occafionally dropt day after day in the

Haram of his licentioufnefs, as a proof of the

Jiability of bis O’wn attachment

^

and as an

ample ofmoderation^fidelity^ andfaith to others ?

Are thefe the methods, Monfieur Penguin, to

Teform and civilize the Negro mind to tem-

perance ? Are thefe the pictures to allure the

ignorant and inconfiderate to the flirine of

harmony, peace, and love ? O! how I admire

iuch fubtle cafuifts, who argue fo acutely a-

gainft
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gainft themfclves ! How admirable their de-

du«£tions ;—how beautiful their declainatioiiSj

againrt vices of their own creation I”

i

You are an admirable painter, Madame
Bellanger (faid Penguin, whofe countenance

during this animated addrefs had undergone fe-

vcral changes)
;
you draw with a glowing pen-

Is the pidure true or falfe” (faid Ma-
dame Bellanger) ?—« Rather overcharged in

fome parts (faid Penguin)
; but, on the whole,

perhaps tolerably juft. But what would you

have us do, Madame ? Are our managers,

&c. to become Anchorites ,amidft furrounding

temptations Or would you have them abfo-

lutely married to a Black or a Mulatto wench,

merely to prove their conjugal fidelity ? Can
you really ferioufly believe, that a greater atten-

tion to religious duties among the w^hites,

wmuld operate on the minds of thofe who hard-

ly know the difference between a Supreme
Being and an Ohi Man? Or does your zeal

carry you fo very far, as to conceive that a ge-:

X • neral
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neral attention to decency, temperance, con-

ftancy, and afFe<5lion, would ever prevail a-

mong fuch a fet of devils as we daily fee tranf-

grefling every regulation of order, and break-

ing through every method devifed to eftablilh

good fellowfhip among them ? The conduct

of the whites I fhall not attempt to defend ;

but irregular, and, if you will, indecent

j

as it

may be, furely, Madame, after abftradting

what is reprehen fible, enough remains to afford

examples to the blacks to a£l very differently

with refpedf to harmony among themfelves,

and attention to their own welfare. "VSniat

ffiall we fay of a fet of mortals who, in de-

fiance of every inconvenience, and in fpite of

every punifhment, will facrifice and utterly de-

ftroy their own health and future comforts,

merely for the gratification of a temporary en-

joyment i Or how can we expect an adherence

to the regular fyfteras of poJifhed fociety from

thofe whofe furious and unconquerable paf-

fions prompt them to deeds which, to every per-

unacquainted with fads, appear altogether

impoffible ?
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impoffible ? Will not a Negro flavc, after per-

forming the fevere talks of the day, travel ten^

fifteen, nay, fometimes twenty miles, to vifit

a new miflrefs
j

partake of a favourite feaft ?

or meet the objeft of his hatred and revenge ?

Will he not, in contempt of every obftacle, and

in defiance of nature and neceflity, continue

to perfevere in thefe habits of excefs ? Will

he not, inftead of allotting fome portion of

time to lleep or repofe, remain the vi'hole

night devoted to intemperance and riot ; and

after travelling back his weary way, appear by

day-break in the field to execute, with ex--

'haufted fpirits, and a worn-out frame, the fuc-

ceeding labours of the day i As to the •women^

if pofiible, they are worfe. Examples of fuch'

depravity, and incorrigible debauchery, can

hardly be inflanced in the hillory of nations

nor is it caller for a camel to pafs through the

eye of a needle, than to make Negro wench

chafte, or commonly decent, in her conduct.

Can palfions fo inordinate, or difpofitions fo

prone to excefs, originate in Jlavery ? Is o/)-

^ 2 prejjion



244 MEMOIRS OF

‘prejjion the food of Hcentionfnefs ? Is hard ia-^

hour and fubjedlion tlie cantharides to {Simu-

late palhons fo unufual with man in fimilar fi-

tuations ? Where fliall we find in the annals

of mankind inftances of unbounded gratifica-

tion predominant in bondage ? Where look

for the fever of fenfual enjoyment raging a-

midft exertions which exhauft the body and

deprefs the mind? The Negro, however,

Hands alone as a monument of our aftonifh-

ment, and an objedl of our commiferation ^

and repeated experience tells us, that if we

mean to attend to his welfare and our own fafc~

' ry, we muft be vigilant in watching his a£lions,

and cautious in granting indulgences, which

may ultimately lead to general ruin. This, in

the eye of humanity, is painful
;
but you your-

felf hav^iven us a melancholy proof of its

necejfi^”—“ 1 have alfo given you proofs of

contrary effefts proceeding from a contrary

fyftem” (faid Madame Bellanger, with fome

y/armth).— ** I muft again repeat (faid Pen-

jguin), that this folitary inftance, from the utter

imprac-
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impracticability of its being carrie'd into ge-

neral practice, is no proof at all/’—“ It proves,’

however (faid Madame Bellanger), that the'

Negrot with certain attentions and proper ex-

ample, is capable of improvement

:

and that,' I-

think, completely overturns your hypothefis.”

— In other words (faid Pengitin) it proves,-

that Negroes of a certain defeription, thatds,

all picked and chofen for the occafion, and

placed in certain fituations peculiarly favour-

able, may^ in the courfe of fifteen years, be-

brought to a tolerable date of civilization. And

even then, what is the general inference ? If.

30 Negroes of the beft quality, and the molt

favourably lituated, can, in the courfe of fifteen

years (and, by your own account, with infinite

labour), be reduced to order and good condudl,.

in what tinie will 300,000, of various vices,,

habits, and cuftoms, be brought to the fame-

condition ?”

“ Your arithmetical queftion (faid Madame

Bellanger, fmiling) if not exadly in point,

X 3 Monfieur^
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Monfieur, is certainly in charaUer. You have

ihifted your ground a little as a moralift ; I

fliall now endeavour to anfwer you as a mer-

chants The improvement of my Negroes was

not efFei^ed by timcy but by ctrcumjlances

;

•without which, fifteen times fifteen years would

not have done It. Thefe circumftances (inde-

pendent of local fituation) I thought I had

fully enumerated. That I may not be mifun-

derftood, and that I may finally clofe this fub-

je£l:, I fliall take the liberty once more to bring

them to your remembrance. 1 have faid^ that

the principal, evil exifting in thefe iflands, in

the’prefent ftate of Negro bondage, is the want

of Population. I have likewife faid, that

this can never be effedlually remedied but by

inftituting regular marriage among the flavcs;

that to eftablifh this on a proper and perma-

nent baCs, impreflions of decency, decorum,

and affelflion, mull firft be made oii the Ne-

gro mind j
and that the moft likely methods

to accomplifli fo defirable a change are, firft,

proper examples among oiirfelves

;

and, fecond-
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ly, rewards and punifliments invariably h?kl

out to wean tlie Negro from habits of irregu-

larity, and to make him enamoured of domeftic

peace and the bleffings of fociety. What thefe

examples ought to be, and what they have al-

ready produced on this property, I have al-

ready particularly mentioned ; and it refts with

you and your countrymen, firft to adopt and

try fimilar methods, before you pronounce fimi-

kr effects impojfible.

“ But as the firft flep towards a reform, in

both morals and manners (faid Madame Bel-

knger, with folemnity), let fome attention,

Monfieur, be paid to the jirjl caufe of all hu-

man excellence or imptovettvent .—^Let your

’worth lefs and diforderly clergy be hanrfhedfrom

your tjlandsi and a more virtuous and exsm--

plary fet of pajlors introduced in their rootn^

—Let temporary places of public worfhip be

eftablifhed in dilFerent parts of the country,

that the Negroes, from each eftate, may,

once a.week, conveniently convene, and, for

arr
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an hour, decently attend divine fervice.—Let

your managers, overfeers, and difFerent white

perfons,. on your properties, exchange a dlflb-

lutenefs of manners, for one more calculated

to imprefs a fenfe of delicacy and decorum on

the minds of the flaves, and exhibit a pldiure

more likely to fix an opinion of their fuperior

excellence.—Let every method be tried to re-

ward conjugal and parental atfecSlion ; and

every expedient be adopted to check irregula-

rity between the fexes.— Laftly, to meliorate a

condition which, we mull all admit, is too fe-

vere, and as one of the principal (leps towards

an increafed population, let every indulgence

be granted conliftent with fafety, and every

exemption introduced confiftent with fubordi-

nation.”—“ And this, you think, 'will do’ (faid-

Penguin, carelefsly).—“ I think it will do a

great deal at lead, Monfieur (faid Madame

Bellanger), and that furely is not to be over-

looked. To humanize the Negro mind, how-

ever little, or to effedluate
.
any change in his.

condition, however fniall, that may ultimately

tend
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tend to their additional happinefs, and our fu-

ture advantage, is unquellionably accomplifliing

a great end. If nothing more were done than

an increafed population, would not that alone

be a wonderful benefit ? While we yearly

added multitudes of better fubjeds to our own

poileifions, would we not of courfe preclude

the introduction of multitudes of the miferable

annually among us', and, perhaps, at lafi be
^

enabled to flmt the door of mercy againfi; a

traffic, fliocking to a humane, and repugnant

to a dignified mind.” Penguin fhook his

head. “ Admitting, Monfieur, that this laft

hope is vifionary, and that no fuch happy event

ever can be brought about, is it not doing

fomething, during the exiftence of evil, to lef-

fen the calamity ? Since tlie paflions of the

native African are fo ungovernable, his man-

ners fo favage, and his difpofitions fo bad, is

not every method to diminifli the number of

thofe plagues among us to be adopted •, and

is not every attempt to produce a more orderly

and polilhed race in their head to be applaud-

ed j”
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ed ?”— But are you fure (interrupted Pen-

guin), that this new progeny will be fuperlor

to the African ? Is the Creole^ at this mo-

ment, lefs vicious, or lefs prone to excels ?

—

is he not equally treacherous, ftubborn, iraf-

cible, cruel, and revengeful ?—and is not his

fuperior experience produ61;ive of a fuperior

Cunning and addrefs, which render his con-

du6f lefs liable to dete£Hon, and confequently

much more to be dreaded “ You mult, at

lead, allow (faid Madame), that he is much bet-

ter prepared iox civilization than the other; and

furely that is one material Itep towards general

improvement, I mean not to alTert, that every

thing is to be brought about at once, or that

new plans are to be introduced precipitately.

Great caution and great prudence, certainly,

are neceflary, and manyyears mull elapfe before

a^<?t7^ra/reformation can be expected.”

—

^‘Cen^

furies

i

I prefume you mean” (faid Penguin).

—“ Well! be it fo (faid Madame Bellanger)
;

better that centuries lliould be employed in

eftablilliing
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cftablifhing a gradual reform, than roll pad in

total vice, ignorance, and mifery.”

Thus ended an argument, not badly fup-

ported on either fide, by t^’o perfons who,

although very different in fentiments and dif-

pofitions, pofTeffed each great experience,

and no contemptible fliare of abilities. It

ended, however, like mod other arguments ;

without carrying convicUon home to either

party. Penguin, unwilling to pufli matters

farther, took Madame Bellangcr by the hand,

and faid, Madame Bellanger, I believe you

are as good a woman as ever lived *, but,

with all your virtues and experieme^ you are

yet to learn a little more of the Negro charac-

ter ”—“ Et vousy Monfieur (faid Madame

Bellanger, tapping him on the fhoulder), with

all your fuperior acutenefs and penetration,

would not be a bit the worfe for a little more

—Humanity.”

I HAD now been at La Cachs near three

weeks

;
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weeks; and, in Gonfequence of tlie falubrity

and'Codnefs of the mountain air, had effec-

tually recovered my former health and vigour.

At the earneft entreaty, however, of Madame

Bellanger, Penguin (who departed next morn-

ing) agreed to my remaining eight days longer.

During this fhort interval, I was engaged in an

employment which yielded me peculiar de-

light, and for the firft time in my life illuftra-

ted the fweets annexed to literary compofition

during a paufe in bufinefs, or a blank in mental

amufement. The hiftory of Madame Bellan-

ger’s fingiilar life could not fail to leave im-

preffions on a young mind, alive to the emo-

tions of pity, and fufceptible of tendernefs and

love. I had therefore, partly to amufe, and

partly to improve, myfelf in the French lan-

guage, conceived an ardent defire to commit

Madame Bellanger’s (lory to writing as nearly

in her own words as poffible-, and as the good

woman took an intereft in every thing I did,

I made no fecret of my labours, but fubmitted

^lem daily to her perufal for her correddion

and
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and amendment. I had nearly completed my

narrative, when pne evening Mrs Penguin, ob-

ferving Madame Bellanger and her daughter

engaged in fome neceflary domeftic concerns,

propofed a walk till fupper-time. As her

hufband was expelled the next day, our con-

verfation naturally turned on our approach-

ing departure from La Cache, and the agree-

able fociety we were abou-t to lofe for a confi-

derable time ;
which as naturally produced a

mutual penfivenefs that neither of us could

(hake ofF. We had feated ourfelves for cool-

nefs on the bank of the dream at the bottom

of our favourite plantain walk ; and Mrs Pen-

guin having enquired how far I had proceeded

in my narrative, I pulled the manufcript out

of my pocket, and ftiewed her. Read (faid

ihe) the part that relates the misfortune and

death of the Count de V I was fen-

fibly afFe£led with Madame Bellang^'s rela-

tion •, I would fain fee how you have defcribed

it.” I willingly complied j and as I proceed-

ed, the vanity of a young author was highly

Y gratified
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gratified in perceiving Mrs Penguin’s compaf-

Conate forrows pay fo liberal a tribute to de-

fcriptlve calamity. She had at the commence-

ment, from an eagernefs of attention, drawn
clofe to me j and, in the acl of lookin')^ over

what I had written, had naturally, and I am
fiire inadvertently^ reclined upon me, with

iter right hand lefting on my right fhoulder.

When I came to that part of the narrative

wdiere the expiring father takes leave of his

wife and daughter, Mrs Penguin’s hand drop-

ped with a convulfive and fudden motion to the

ground. This change, which withdrew a par^

tial fupport to her former pofi'tion, occafioned

her face to come clofe to mine
; and while her

head refted on my left fliou^der, I had, from

an apprehenfion of her falling, infenfibly put

my arm round her waift to fupport her. How
long we had remained thus, I know not; but

a ruftling noife behind us induced me to look

around, when, to my no fmall furprife and

confufion, I perceived Penguin and Mademoi-

fiplle Antoinnette within a few yards of us.' S
I
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