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the neighbouring graves. From the mos 
ment the coffia was committed to the earth, 

_ Mothing of order was maintained by the 
party. The attendants difperfed in various 
direCtions, retiring, or remaining, during the 
filling up of the grave, as inclination feemed 
to lead. 

When the whole of the earth was re« 
placed feveral of the women, who had ftaid 
to chant, in merry fong, over poor Jenny’s 
clay, took up a handful of the mould, and 
threw it down again upon the grave of 
their departed friend, as the finifhing of the 
ceremony, crying aloud “ God bles you, 
pny | good-by! remember me to ge ferenas 
? other fide of the fea, Fenny! Tell ’em me 
come foon! Good.by, Fenny, good-by! See for 
fend me good -- - -~ to-night, Fenny ! Good-bys 
good night, Fenny, good-by |” All this . was 
uttered in mirth and laughter, and accompanied 
with attitudes and gefticulations expreflive of 
any thing but forrow or fadnefs, 

From the grave-digger we learned that 
“poor Jenny had been a eas and 

VOL I. 8 
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that the females who had, fo merrily, found- 

ed her requiem, had been her fud-affociates. 

They had full faith in Jenny’s tranfmi- 

eration to meet her friends, at her place of 

nativity; and their perfuafion that death was 

only a removal from their prefent to their 

former home—a mere change from a ftate 

of flavery to a ftate of freedom—did not 

barely alleviate, but wholly prevented the 

natural grief and affliction arifing from the 

 lofs of a friend. ‘They confidently expected 

to hear from poor Jenny, or to know her in- 

fluence, in the way they moft defired, before 

mornine, 
rd ca 

‘The faith of thefe poor ignorant flaves, 
regarding a happy tran{migration, after death, 

would feem calculated to lead them to the crime 
of fuicide ; and, accordingly, this effeét of their 

fuperftition is faid not to have been unfrequent 

among them. A tale is told ofa fingular reme- 

dy having been practifed againft this fatal ex-. 

pedient of the negroes. Several individuals; 

of a gang having hanged themfelves to efcape: 
from a cruel mafter, and others being aboutt 

io avoid his feverities by fimilar means, he: 
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prevented them, by the happy expedient of 
threatening to hang himfelf, alfo; and to 

_tranfmigrate, with them, carrying the whip 

in his hand, into their own country ; where 

he would punith them ten times more fe- 

verely than he had hitherto done. The ftra- 

tagem is faid to‘ have fucceeded. Finding 

they could not, thus, efcape from the tyran- 

nic lafh, they refolved, rather than receive 

difgraceful ftripes among their African friends, 

_ to continue their exiftence under all the hard- 

fhips of flavery. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Author and bis comrades. receive kind attentions from Mr. B. 

Hinde. Make a vifit to Dr. Hinde. General face of 

the country abeve Bridge-Town. The party at Dr. 

Hind’s witnefs the proce/s of making rum and fugar. 

Slaves employed as running footmen. Four women Seen: 

toiling in a cane-field with a man holding a whip at 

their backs. Dr. Cleghorn and the Author continue their’ 

avalking exeroife, Meet with trees of the poifonous mane: 

chineel—alfoef the fea-grape. A coco-nut grove. Hiof=- 

pitality of a planter. A happy negro-yard. Mode of 

wafbing linen at Barbadoes. 

| PE aaa Feb. 

H AviNG fatigued you, in my late letters,, 

with tedious notes, concerning the flaves andl 

their cuftoms, I feel happy to have it in my’ 

power to introduce you to the fociety oft 

their mafters. Through the friendly me-- 

dium of Mr. Benjamin Hinde, a merchantt 

of great refpectability in Bridge-Town, wee 

have been made-known to feveral gentlemem 

who refide in the country, and are of im=- 

portance in the ifland: and who, in liberabl 

aud friendly hofpitality, offer us the meanss 

of feeing the whole os Barbadoes, and 
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witnefling the cuftoms and manners of its, 
inhabitants. It were unneceflary to remark 
that this will be a great fource of gratification 
to me, and will, even, lead me to rejoice in the 

event, while I lament the caufe of our delay. 

We have made a ride about four miles: 
into the country, to dine with one of our 
profeflional brethren, Dr. Hinde, a man of 
high acquirements, and found. knowledge, 
He was educated in England, and remained 
many years, in the profecution of his ftudies, 
at Cambridge. Until lately he employed him- 

felf in the praétice of medicine, at Bridge- 

Town ; but he has, now, in great part, retired 
from the fatigues of medical occupation, to 
engage in the more genial, and more lucrative 

employment ofa planter. To the inhabitants 

of the town this is a fevere lofs; and they, 

juftly, lament the abfence of a man not lefs 

endeared to them by his private worth, and 

urbanity, than by. his eminent profeffional © 

talents. 

We very much enjoyed the ride to the 

dodtor’s eftate ; which is fituated upon much 
| se 
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higher ground than the immediate environs 

of Bridge-Town ; the country rifing towards 

the interior of the ifland, in elevated ranges 

‘of diftin@ table-land. ~At one fpot we afcend- 

ed by a very fteep road, and, having reached 

the fummit of the declivity, there found our- 

{elves again upon an extenfive plain. Soon 

afterwards we came to another rocky preci- 

pice, and having mounted this, by a path 

of difficult afeent, we arrived upon another, © 

and ftill higher range of table-land. From 

the points of thefe fudden elevations we com-: 

manded very extenfive and delightful views: 

of the country below, of Bridge-Town, of the 

fea, and of the fhipping in Carlifle Bay. 

The land is cultivated in open field— 

hedges, walls, and all the ufual fences feem 

to be unknown; nor does the eye difcover 

any difting feparation of the different eflates 3 

but it ranges, uninterrupted, over a wide- 

extended furface, richly fpread with the 

various produations of a tropical foil, and 

pleafantly interfperfed with the manfions of 

the whites, and the huts of the negroes. Cot- 

ton, pigeon peas, and Guinea corn, conftitute 
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the great produce of this part of the ifland. 

Some fields of aloes, and ‘of plantains, were 

~alfo feen: but there appeared a degree of 

nakednefs from the want of wood, of which 

there is not a fufficiency to give a general 

richnefs to the landfcape, although about the 

great Backra-houfes there are feveral fine 

groves of the coco-nut and the majeftic 

mountain-cabbage trees. d 

We arrived about two o'clock, having 

made our ride in the flrongeft heat of the 

day ; but from the purity and frefhnefs of 

the air, and from the country being more 

elevated, as we advanced, we felt no degree 

of languor or oppreflion, from a full ex- 

pofure to the fun. At the doétor’s houfe, | 

in confequence of the fituation and con- 

ftruGtion of the building, we felt it cooler 

than either in Bridge-Town, or Carlifle Bay. 

The party at dinner confifted of eight ladies, 

and fourteen gentlemen ; the attendants were 

alfo numerous, yet, notwithftanding the num-— 

ber of perfons in the room, and the many 

{moking difhes on the table, the fteady per- 

flation of the breeze kept us fufficiently cool, 

T 4 
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The day pafled moft pleafantly :—all was 
harmony and good cheer, The hofpitality 
which fpread the feaft, enriched its flavor, 
and the entertainment was highly graced 
by the urbanity and attentive politenefs of 
the door and his lady. On our way back to 
Bridge-Town, in the evening, we perceived 
the air to be more clofe and oppreflive, 
and the heat greater as we defcended from 
each plain of table-land; fo that the dif 
ference we felt between breathing in the 
town, and in the cool breeze of the country 
was very ftriking, and led us to feélicitate 
the dofor in having fo advantageoufly ex 
changed phyfic for fugar—the confined ftreets 
of the town for the open hills of the country, 

It was the feafon of cutting the canes, 
and Dr. Hinde, kindly attentive to our eta- 
tification, had contrived that the works 
thould be going, in order that we might wit- 
nefs the method by which the faccharine 
juice is feparated from the canes, and after- 
wards prepared into fugar. We alfo vifited 
the diftilling houfe, and infpected the ap- 
paratus for making the rum > hence, we had 
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this day, an opportunity of witnefling the 
progreflive fteps from the cutting of the 
canes, to the converting of their juice into fugar 
and rum. At fome more leifure moment, 

perhaps, I may note for you the whole of 
the procefs. | 

‘We made our excurfion in fingle-horfe 
chaifes, like thofe, with leather tops, ufed in 

England ; from which they only differ by 

having the leather, at the fides and the back, 

made to roll up, and let down at pleafure, 

for the twofold purpofe of admitting the air, 

and excluding the rain. We were attended 

| by flaves as running footmen, whofe duty it 

was to travel as faft as we did, and to be in 

readinefs to hold the bridles, or ftand at the 

horfes’ heads, at any fpot where we might 

chance to alight, or to paufe. They were 

equal in number to our horfes, but as we 

were unaccuftomed both to running foot- 

men, and to flaves, we had ftrong feelings of 

compundion refpecting thefe pedeftrian pa- 

ces; and from feeing them run, and: pant, and 

. broil, expofed to the mid-day heat of a tropical 

fun, merely for our eafe and pleafure, it be- 
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came fo painfully annoying to us that we loft 

all fenfe of comfort and enjoyment: Dr. 

Cleghorn and myfelf, therefore, ftopped to 

defire that. they would get up, alternately, 

and ride behind our chaife. Two of them, 

only, accepted the offer—all the others con- 

tinued to walk or run throughout the journey. | 

Upon our mentioning to the gentlemen 

of the ifland our uneafy feelings refpeQing 

thefe fable attendants, they {miled at our 

European tendernefs, and aflured us that fo 

‘far from it being a fatigue or hardfhip to 

them, they always hailed fuch an excurfion 

as a holiday, and preferred it to remaining 
quietly athome. We could not, for an in- | 

ftant, difpute the information; but. from 
knowing that fuch violent exercife, under 
fuch exceflive heat, muft have been fatal to 

- ourfelves, and not being enough Weft In- 
dians to know how very differently it af- 
fected the negroes, we could not regard them 
without fuffering {trong feelings of mal-ai/e. 

At one fpot, in the courfe of our ride, 
we had our attention arrefted by obferving 
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a party of four, almoft naked, females work- 

ing in a cane-field. Curiofity would not al- 

low us to pafs on without devoting to them 

a moment of particular regard. We, there- 

fore, went a little off the road to approach 

them nearer when we found that they 

were labouring with the hoe, to dig, or 

cut up the ground, preparatory to the plan- 

ting of fugar; and that a ftout robuft-looking 

man, apparently white, was following them, 

holding a whip at their backs. Obferving 

‘that he was the only one of the party who was 

idle, we inquired why he did not partake of 

the tafk, and were told, in reply, that it was 

not his bufinefs—that he had only to keep 

the women at work, and to make them feel 

the weight of the whip if they grew idle, or 

relaxed from their labour. 

Impulfive nature flufhed at this infor- 

mation, and we felt fhocked and indignant, 

at feing a man, apparently, ftrong enough to 

doas much work as the whole of the four, em- 

ployed in the fole occupation of brandifhing | 

the a over thefe poor degraded females. 
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Reverting to the proteCtion demanded from 

us, by the tender fex, we forgot for a mo- 

ment, all the circumftances of the country 

we were in, and, indulging in a train 

of European fentiments, could not refrain 

from rebuking the man: and although re- 

flection whifpered “ be is but on duty,” I 

confefs that I muft remain long in a land of 

flavery, before I can witnefs fuch a fcene, 

without feeling a ftrong imqulfe to take the 

whip from the fellow’s hand, and lay the 

lath acrofs his fhoulders, until he thall relieve 

the women, by, at leaft, partaking of their 

toil. | 

Notwithftanding the alarm of our Bar- 

badoes acquaintance, Dr. Cleghorn and my- 

' felf continue our walks, by rambling about the 

fields, and the paths, in the environs of Bridge- 

Town, at an early hour of the morning: and, 

perhaps, we do not feel more fatigue than » 

“we might experience from the fame degree of 
exercife in Europe. We, lately, walked from 

6 tog o'clock, and if you had the opportunity 

of confulting our ftately mulatto attendant, at 



285 

Mary Bella Green’s, you would learn that 

we exhibited no marks of a decreafed appetite 

at’ breakfaft-time. 

Near the fea.we were prote&ted from 

the great force of the fun by the fhade of 

trees whofe leaves and trunk very much re- 

fembled the common pear tree of England, 

but whofe fruit was, in form, a correct like- 

nefs of the apple. We knew not that it was 

forbidden, but had enough of caution not to 

tafte it. However I gathered a {mall branch, 

bearing fruit and leaves, and put into my 

pocket as a fpecimen, from which we might 

afcertain what tree it was. Prefently after- 

wards we met a negro, and upon our fhew- 

ing it to him, and afking its name, he, in- 

ftantly, exclaimed with all the impulfe of 

alarm, “ 4b, Maffa, dat poifin—dat no good 

for nhyaam—dat daamm manchineel, Maffa.” 

Finding that I had foftered a ferpent, I di. 

re@ly threw away. every leaf, and every 

apple; but I difcovered that, like other 

infidious foes, manchineel had quickly dif- 

fufed its poifon, and I afterwards {marted 

for my curiofity, Either my handkerchief, 
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or my gloves had imbibed the offenfive par- 
ticles and from having incautioufly ufed them, 

my lips and face burnt for many hours after, 

with all the fcorchings of cantharidiftical acri- 

mony ; alfo from their having reached the 

tongue and fauces I was brought into a copious 

falivation, and, throughout the morning, 

my mouth and throat were much fwelled, 

and throbbed with fiery heat. | 

Near the fea we faw likewife fome other 

trees, bearing a fruit very like grapes,—but 

experience of the manchineel made us cau- 

tious in gathering further fpecimens of tro- 

pical produdtion. Some negroes whom we 

met informed us that they were called fea- 

grapes, and were ufed as fruit: upon which 

we ventured to gather a few of them, - 

and found that they were of pleafant flavor. 

In the courfe of the fame walk we met with 

a fine avenue of coco-nut trees, bordered 

with the aloe.and the plantain. This was 

not to be refifted. We could not forego the 

pleafure of exploring the extent of this de- 

lightful fhade, and, therefore, proceeded to 

its utmoft depth, when we found that it led to 
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a gentleman’s houfe; from which, as we 

approached, the lord of the manfion came 

out to bid us welcome, and to tender us the 

civilities of hofpitality. We accepted the 

very grateful refrefhment of a fine fhaddock, 

pulled frefh from the tree, and the gentle- 

man, kindly, conduéted us: to the plantain 

‘ground, the negro yard, and different parts | 

of the houfe and eftate. 

We had, before, feen many neero huts, 

fome fhaded by the fea-grape, fomie fheltered 

by the broad and balmy leaf of the plantain, 

fome protected by the umbrageous coco-nut, 

and fome ftanding amidft the open fields, 

expofed to the full ardor of the fun; but all 

thefe were of a mean order, ftraggling, and 

difperfed, and bearing no kind of refemblance 

to the colle@ive abode, conftructed for the 

flaves of this eftate. 

It is common at the plantations to allota 

{mall piece of ground, at a fhort diftance 

from the houfe, tothe ufe of the negroes, and 

this is called the negro-yard. Here the flaves 
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are allowed to build themfelves {mall huts to 

live in, but they are, commonly, of very coarfe 

conftruction, and are dark, clofe, and fmoky. 

At the eftate I now fpeak of, a circular piece 

of ground had been appropriated as the negro- 

yard, but inflead of the flaves being ieft 

to conftrucét their own habitations, fixteen 

very neat and uniform cabins have been. 

erected of wood, and well roofed with thin- 

gles*, Placed in eight divifions they form a 
hollow octagon, a free opening being left for 

the breeze at one end of each hut. In the 

centre of the o€tagon is built a common 

kitchen, which ferves for all the fixteen 

families) The huts are neat, and the 

whole premifes wear an air of order, and of 
cleanlinefs, not common to the abode of 

flaves. 

We contemplated this fpot with much 
fatisfaction, and were gratified in obferving 
the high degree of attention, which was here 
given to the comfort and accommodation 
of the negroes ; who had little caufe to lament 

* Wooden tiles. 
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their removal from the wild woods of an 

oppofite fhore; and could as little defire to 

-change their prefent lot for the BEL 

freedom of Peon an paupers, ; 

This happy Air et forms, as it 

were, a little viilage of fixteen families, all 

of whom may affemble, cach evening, after 

the labour of the day, to join in the merry 

dance, or to {moke and fing together, free from 

every care. No thought have they how to 

provide for their infants, or their aged parents 

—nor have they to feek cither food, habitation, 

or apparel. ‘To each family is allotted a fe- 

parate, and to all a common home; the necef- 

fary food and clothing are iflued to them ; and 

they know none of the anxiouscares or difficul- 

ties of the world. No fearful concern, nor ha- 

raffing incumbrance can arife to them on ac- 

count of their offspring, who, like themfelves, 

are furnifhed with all that is needful ; and thofe 

who have moft children find themfelves moft | 

valued and efteemed. In ficknefs, medical 

‘attendance is provided for them, and what- 

ever is neceflary is adminiftered, without 

thought or anxiety, on their own behalf, 

WOL., 1 U | 
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Thus are they euarded, at every avenue, 

againft the approach of want and care. Six 

days labour is demanded from themin the 

week ; but the fabbath is given them as a day 

of reft and relaxation ; and, from the total ab-— 

fence of care, it is ufually fpent in unbounded 

mirth and feltivity. 

In the courfe of our walks we have met 

with another wafhing party, and as you de- 

fire to know all that occurs, whether of much — 

or little importance, I ‘may tell you that, in 

tliis operation of cleaning, our linen 1s here 

beaten and rubbed, and ferubbed to pieces in 

amo unmerciful manner, and, after all, with- 

out being made, even, tolerably clean. 

The following is the procefs employed ; 

the linen is farft put into a tub, and rubbed 

through fome water, then it is taken out and 

{prinkled with fand, previous to being prefled 

and beaten with a piece of wood, upon a 

coarfe large ftone, by the fide of the river; after 

which it is rubbed out in the open ftream. 

Next it is {prinkled with the fine white fand 

of the fhore, and fpread out by the fea to 
} 



whiten; then it receives another dipping in 
water, and, finally, is rinced out in the run- 
‘ning ftream of the river. From the rough 

treatment it undergoes, it feldom comes home 
without being torn into various rents and 
holes. The demand made for this rude 

cleaning is @ zt for each piece, without any 
regard to its fize, or the labour required. A 
dozen fhirts are wafhed for f¢welve bits, or, 
according to our coin, for twelve fixpences, 
and for the wafhing of a dozen pocket- 
handkerchiefs we pay the fame. 
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LETTER. ; AXV, 

Author and bis comrades make an excurfion to Col. Wil- 

liams’s. Cuftom of riding with a fugar cane. Soil of 

Barbadoes. Piffurefque feenery of the diftrict called Scot= 

land. ‘ Sweet fbades” of Turner’s-hall wood. Boiling 

ov inflammable [pring. Barbadoes-Tar. Lemons left to 

fall under the trees, ltke crabs. Mountain cabbage+ 

 atree. View from Mount Hilloughby. A runaway 

effate.” A golden orchard. A  focial rock.” Cray- 

fife foup, and Centurian Oranges. Evening vide to Bridge- 

Town. Running flaves the only alloy to a moft delightful 

excurfion. Belfaft tranfport captured by the enemy. Treesy 

plants, and fruits, of Barbadoes. Remarks concerning 

the cultivation and flavor of pines. 

| . Barbadoes, Feb. 

Wes have made another very delightful ex- 

curfion, and find this little ifland more inter- 

efting and piCurefque than my pen can tell 

you. Being invited to form a party to the 

plantation of Col. Williams, and to go very 

early, in order that we might extend our ride 

to fome of the moft beautiful fpots of the 

ifland, before dinner, Cleghorn, Mafter, and 
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myfelf rofe very early, and left the thip at 
gs oclock. On arriving at Bridge Town we 

found flaves, horfes and every neceflary, for 

the excurfion, provided by the friendly atten- 

tion of Mr. B. Hinde, under whofe guidance 

we placed ourfelves for the journey. 

We went to the houfe of his brother 

before breakfaft, where we found the table 

{fpread, and the doctor waiting to receive us, 

and prepared to join the party ; as was alfo 

_ Mr. Abel Hinde, another of his brothers. 

After amply fatisfying our morning appetites, 

we proceeded towards Col. Williams’s, which | 

is fome miles further in the country. The fun 

had become more powerful than we had felt 

it on our way from Bridge-Town to the doc- 

tor’s; but we gradually afcended to higher 

Jand, and coming into a’ mountainous part 

of the country, we foundthe{breeze fufficiently 

-_ftrong to prevent all fenfe of languor or op- 

preffion. 

A little before we reached the abode of 

Col. Williams, we paffed through a field 

where a large gang of negroes was employed 

U 3 
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in cutting canes. This proved a feafonablere- 

frefhment to us, for we had grown thirfty, » 

and were glad to adopt the Barbadoes cuftom 

of giving our whips to the flaves, and taking 

fugar canes to ride with—fucking one end to 

quench our thirft, while we beat on our 

horfes with the other. 

‘ ‘Thus equipped, we prefently arrived at 

the dwelling of the owner of the canes, faluting 

him with the ftaffs of fugar in our hands, 

which we had juft taken from his field, He. 

greeted us very cordially, invited us to alight, 

and, perceiving that fome of us were ftrangers, 

conduéted us to the works, to fhew us the 

procefs of making the fugar. While looking 

at the fugar-works, we were joined by Col, 

| Williams, who had rode out thus far, to meet 

us; and our party being now complete, we 

proceeded to a moft romantic and. beautiful 

part of the ifland, called Scotland, | 

Near Bridge- Town we obferved that the 

foil was of rich black earth, but not of great 

depth, being in many places only thinly {pread 

upon calcareous rocks, which are formed — 

v4 



295 

moftly of madripores, Further in the coun- 

try the earth is of a reddith caft, and evidently 

argillaceous. ‘This is broken, by cultivation, 

into fine mould; and the foil is deeper, though’ 

lefs rich, than that near to the Town. 

In fome divifions of the part of the 

‘country called Scotland the land is white; 

and pieces of earth have, here, been found 

fo hardened as to bear .the knife or chiffel, 

andit has been poffible to mark, or write with 

them, as with chalk; and hence one {pot 

has been denominated chalk-eftate : but the 

name is founded in error, for the foil is not 

calcareous: it is argillaceous, and being har- 

dened by the evaporation of its aqueous 

‘parts, the earth 1s rendered white by expofure 

to the weather. The diftri& of Scotland 

comprehends the whole of the parith of 

St. Andrew, and part of two other parifhes— 

the tutelar faint contributing in larger pro- 

portion than both the others. 

This part of the ifland is uncommonly 

picturefque, and comprehends a very grand 

and interefting variety of {cenery. With the 

v4 
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rude ftup.adous irregularity, and the dark 

fhades of the Alps, and the romantic: nnre 

nefs of the mountains of Wales or Scot- 

land, it combines the gentle but lively variety 

of the foft and flowing furface of England: 

and, together with thefe, it offers wide views 

of the encircling ocean, the fhipping at fea 

and in the harbour, and all the rich juxuriance 

of tropical vegetation. 

The particular {pot from whence this 

part of the ifland would feem to have deriv-~ 

ed its name, is raifed in rugged cliffs, and 

broken uncultivated fummits, forming a rude 

contraft to the high fertility of the vallies, 

and the bottoms of the hills. Neighbouring 

mountains, yet more lofty than thefe barren 

cliffs, tower around, clothed with rich ver- 

dure; and the great variety of the fcene is 

further increafed by the umbrageous foliage 

and diverfified tints of Turner’s-hall wood, 

—the moft extenfive, and the oldeft: foreft 

in the ifland. | 

After being long expofed to the fcorch- 

ing fun, in contemplating the many beauties 
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of this {weet neighbourhood, we pafled over 
rough and rugged roads, along crooked nar- 
row paths, up fieep mountains, and down 
rapid defcents, into the deep gloom of the 

| forett ; where the change of {cene was no lefs 

ftriking, than the coolnefs of the temperature 

was refrefhing and grateful. Literally might 

‘ thefe be called /weet /bades , for they not only 

offered the prote€tion we courted, but like- 

wife contributed the refrefhment of oranges 

and lemons to quench our thirft, and further 

regaled us with the fragrance of odoriferous 
fhrubs and plants. | 

Nor was this all, for the cool retreats of 

the foreft miniftered ftill more bdéuntifully 

to the pleafures of this charming excurfion ; 

which was equally calculated to amufe the 

traveller, and to gratify the naturalift, and 

the philofopher. Faftidious, indeed, muit he 
have been,—nor would you, my friend, have 

envied him the apathy of his feelings, who 

could not be amuled, nor find fubjects for 

his contemplation in fuch a tour. No fuch 

travellers were of our party—all were amufed 

—all delighted and gratified. We, who were 
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ftrangers dwelt on every fcene with rapture ; 

and our kind friends, to whom the whole 

was familiar, exprefled new delight in ad- 

miniftering, fo amply, to our gratification. 

- The cool thelter of the foreft was derived 

from the mountain-cabbage, from large ce- 

dars, and from others of the oldeft and 

fineft trees of the ifland. Amidft thefe fhades 

we defcended:' to a narrow gully, between 

two mountains, to fee one of the great 

curiofities—one of the reported phenomena | 

of Barbadoes—“*a boiling fpring !’’ On ap- 

proaching the fpot, we came to a {mall hut 

in which was living an old black woman, 

who employed herfelf as a guide to exhibit, 

under a kind of necromantic procefs, all the 

details of this boiling and burning fountain. 

The old dame, bearing in her hand alighted ta- _ 

per, and taking with her an empty calabafh, and 

all the other neceflary apparatus of her office, 

led the way from the hut down to the fpring. 

In a ftill, and moft fecluded fituation, wecame | 

to a hole, or {mall pit filled with water, which 

was bubbling up in boiling motion, and pour- 

ing, from its receptacle, down a narrow chan- 
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nel of the gully. Here our fable forcerefs, in 

all the filene and folemnity of magic, placing 

the light at her fide, fell down upon her 

knees, and, with her-calabafh, emptied all 

the water out of the hole, then, immerfing 

the taper in the deep void, fhe fuddenly fet 

the whole pit. in a flame; when fhe inftantly 

jumped upon her legs, and looked fignificantly 

round, as if anxious to catch the furprife ex- 

prefled upon our countenances, from the 

workings of her witchcraft. The taper being 

removed, the empty fpace continued to burn 

with afoft lambent flame, without the ap- 

pearance of any thing to fupport the com- 

buftion. We obferved freth water flowly 
diftilling into the pit, from the earth at its 

fides, and dropping to the bottom; and as this 

increafed in quantity, it raifed the flame 

higher and higher in the pit, fupporting it 

upon its furface, and. conveying the ap- 

pearance of the water itfelf being on fire; 

although it was very clear and pure, and not 

{pread with any oily or bituminous matter. 
When the water had rifen to a certain height, 

the flame became feeble, then gradually de- 

clined, and prefently was extina. The 
v 
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water was now feen to boil and bubble as _ be- 

fore, and, foon overflowing the pit, refumed 

its courfe down the narrow channel of the 

gully, and all was reftored to the {tate in 

which we had found it. y af 

You will, before this, have difcovered 

that the water was cold, and that the boiling 

and burning of this fiery deep was only the 

effec of inflammable gas, which, efcaping 

from the bowels of the earth, and rifing from 

the bottom of the pit, fupported the flame 

when it was empty, and, bubbling through 

it, when it was filled with water, gave it the 

appearance of a boiling {pring. During the 

combuftion, the fmell of the intammable air 

-was very powerful. 

In the ftones and foil, in the very rocks » 

and roads, we traced the origin of this pheno-- 

menon of nature. Afphaltic productions 

abounded on every quarter: and, upon inquiry, 

we found that we were in the very part of 

the country which produces the celebrated 

Barbadoes tar; the fmell of which faluted us | 

as we rode along ; and we even faw it diltil-- 
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ling from the hills of hardened clay, and like- 

wife iffuing from the rocks at the fides of 

the road. The argillaceous foil of this neigh- 

bourhood is every where ftrongly impreg- 

nated with bitumen, in which you will rea- 

dily perceive the origin of the “ seis 

or ela as fpring.” 

We were next conducted to feveral 

fpots, amidft the rough and wooded moun- 

tains, where we faw the tar iffuing copioufly . 

‘into pits from the earth, and witnefled the 

mode of colle@ting it. So plentiful is it 

‘in this part of the country, that it may be 

procured from any hole dug deep enough 

to contain water; for when {mall openings 

are made in the earth, and water has 

flowed into them, the petroleum exuding from 

around accumulates and floats in a thick coat 

upon the furface. The mode of coileGing 

it is by laying the palm of the hand flat upon 

the water, and then feraping off the tar, which 

adheres to it, upon the edge of a bafonor a 

- ealabath, repeating the dipping and {craping 

until the furface of the water is entirely 

éleared of its bituminous coating. After a 
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few days the water is again covered, and 
more of the tar may be colleed in a fimilar 

manner. 

To reach thefe pits of tar we were ob- 

liged to fcramble, on foot, through deep and 

mountainous woods, and by way of narrow 

rugged paths; leaving our flaves and horfes 

to go round and meet us at a-diflant fpot 

below. Near the pits were growing great 

numbers of lemon trees, whofe fruit; like the — 

crabs of the Enelifh hedges, having fallen 

from its branches, lay in heaps, unheeded, 

under the trees. 

~ . Inthe part of the wood where we faw 

the inflammable {pring were great numbers’ 

of mountain cabbage trees, which were faid 

to be of a peculiar kind, and different from 

all others in the ifland. This magnificent 

palm is unqueftionably the fineft tree that 

grows. From words, or drawings, you can 

only colle an- imperfe& idea of it. To 

comprehend its fine fymmetry, its grandeur, 

and majeftic loftinefs, it muft be feen. Its 

trunk is very fmooth, and almoft regularly 
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cylindrical, rifing into a fuperb and Rately 

pillar, relembling a well-hewn column of 
ftone. At the bafe its circumference is {ome- 

what greater than at any other part, yet 

leflening fo gradually, upwards, as to preferve 
the moft juft and accurate proportion, Not 
a fingle branch, nor even the flighteft twig, 
interrupts the general harmony of the trunk, 
which often rifes, in a corre& perpendicular, 

tothe height of from fixty to a hundred feet, 
and then f{preads its palmated foliage into a 
wide and beautifully radiated circle. Branches 

it has none, but the fine expanfive leaves, 
fhooting immediately from the fummit of 

_ the ftately trunk, extend around it, crowning, 
and, as it were, proteCting the maffy column, 
in form of a full expanded umbrella. 

It will perhaps occur to you that our 
noble Englifh oak, with all its rude and 

crooked limbs, muft be a more picturefque 

object. So it is, and fo is likewife the wide- 

Spreading filk-cotton: but the loftinefs, the 

{tately grandeur, the exact proportion, and 

the deep-fhading foliage of the mountain- 

cabbage are unequalled, and, in their happy 
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combination, crown this tree the King or 3 

Be foreft—the moft exalted of the vegetable 

world. 

When planted in avenues, it forms a 

grand and impofing approach to a dwelling, 

conveying an air of greatnels to the manfion 

itadorns. It grows, free from decay; toa very 

old age, but cannot be converted to the ufe- 

ful purpofes of timber. It 1s a tree oi ftate, 

calculated to enrich, and augment the magni-’ 

ficence of a palace : nor let it detrad from its 

majeftic qualities to know that, after all, it is 

but -----a cabbage iree! Its loftiett fum- 

rit a fpiral fucculent fhoot, the fides of 

ich, by gradually and fucceffively unfold- 

te. form the fine wide-fpreading foliage. 

Before this opens, to. expand itfelf around, it 

is a congeries of young and tender leaves, and: . 

is often boiled and brought to table as a cab- 

bage, of which itis the very beft kind I ever 

remember to have talted. It is alfo ufed, 

without boiling, by way of fallad,-and is then 

eaten’ with oil and vinegar; and fo highly 

is it efteemed for thefe culinary purpofes, 

that, too often, a very fine tree has been de- 
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voted to. the axe, merely becaufe no othe 
means could be found, of obtaining, from its 

towering fummit, this moft excellent cabbage. 

The variety of this tree found near the in- 
flammable fpring, differsonly in havingits thick 
tuft of fibrous roots appear feveral feet out 
of the ground, looking as if the tree, inftead 
(of taking root in the earth, was growing upon 
another fhort trunk placed under it, as a bafe 

or pedeftal, to fupport it from the foil: a cir- 

cumftance which would feem to have arifen 

from thefe trees growing upon the fide of a 
hill, and the earth being partially wathed 
from their roots by heavy rains. In all other 
refpects they are - the fame as + the reft of their 

- Ipecies. 

After viewing the beauties of Scotland, 

and feeing the inflammable fpring, and the tar 
pits, we next went to Mount Hilloughby, and 

afcended the higheft point of land in the 

-ifland; and, from what I have faid of the 

beauties of the part called Scotland, you will 
believe that the profped from. Hilloughby’s 
fummit muft be grand and: delighting indeed. 

VOL, I. x 
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The whole ifiand, encircled by the Atlan- 

tic ocean, was under the eye, difplaying a 

-{cene which comprehended all the variety of 

land and fea, of hill and vale, of rude nature 

and high cultivation. On one hand were 

barren rugged rocks—on the other rich and 

fertile plains. Towns, houfes, huts, and fu- 

gar-works were feen diftributed about the 

ifland; bays and rivulets were before us — 

opening into the fea; a large fleet appeared 

at anchor, with its foreft of mafts intermixed 

amidft the buildings of the town ; multitudes, | 

of {hips and boats were failing in all direc- 

tions round the coaft ; and the folemn forefts. 

and painted groves difplayed all the rich fo- 

liage of tropical vegetation. To form fuch 

a pidture would defeat the genius of a Claude, 

or defy the bold pencil of a Salvator Rofa. 

It was alfo further enhanced, by the circum- | 

Rances under which we faw it; the bright | 

tropical fun being, fuddenly, overcaft by a 

heavy black cloud ; which, ftealing along the 

mountain tops, fo varied the fhades and tints 

as to give additional effe& to all the beauties — 

of the fcene: but while we were devoutly 

contemplating ‘W, this cloud broke upon us in 
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all the violence of a pelting ftorm, and drove 
us to feek fhelterin a merrier oy 

| Amidift the vartety comprifed i in the 
view from Hilloughby hill 1 muft not forget — 
to mention that we faw what is here termed 
the “ runaway eftate”—which is a territory 
of many acres of fine and rich foil, fo called 
from having been removed, at various times, 
to a confiderable diftance, by heavy torrents 
of rain, or fudden ruptures of the earth. It is 
jaid not to be an unfrequent occurrence, in 
this ifland, for a large tra@ of land thus to 
affume a change of place ; many examples of 
which are to be feen in the parithes of St, 
Andrew and St. Jofeph. Large trees, plan- 
tains, fugar canes, and different crops of 
growing produce have been removed with 
their foil, and have continued to thrive in 
their new fituation, as well as af they had 
remained undifturbed, 

A very fingular change of crop, and of 

foil, is faid to have happened at the eftate of 

a Mr. Fofter, where a large portion of land, 

in the poffeffion of a poor tenant near the 

| x 2 
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coaft, fuddenly journied into the fea; and, 

while the unhappy man was bewailing the 

lofs, not only of hig crop, but likewife of the 

territory on which it was growing, the land of 

his neighbour, Mr. Fofter, travelled to the 

{pot, and brought to him a crop of canes, which 

continued to grow quite as well as before 

they took their journey. 

On cur approach to Col. Williams’s, 

- we were led into a fine valley of fruits, 

which offered us the moft grateful refrefh-_ 

ment that could have prefented itfelf. We 

had been long riding in excefflive heat, and 

were parching with thirft ; when the Colonel, 

without previoufly announcing it, conducted 

us to the point of a hill from which we fudden- 

ly viewed a rich and golden orchard below. 

Elevated as we were above the narrow gul- | 

ly in which the fruits were growing, our’ 

fituation feemed in a degree vexatious and! 

tantalizing—but the Colonel only tempted! 

us, to augment our gratification, for we: 

quickly defcended, by a fteep and confined | 

path, into the midft of this region of fweets3 

where, had the fruit been prohibited as the: 
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fatal apple of our firft parent, it had been 
icarcely poffible we could have refifted the de- 

fire- - - of tafting | Such grateful—fuch delici- 

ous refrefhment never before had met our lips ! 

The oranges were not only fen times better than 

the very beft in the world ; but they were ta- 

_ ken frefh from the tree, at ata moment of 

heat and parching thirft which was calculated 

to render them ¢en thoufand times {weeter 

then the fweeteft of themfelves! But with- 

out any hyperbolical flavor, they were, really, 

_and in plain faG, very fuperior toany oranges 

I had ever tafted. We gathered and con- 

fumed them in dozens, and, after having moft 

gratefully allayed our burning thirft, we pro- 

ceeded to explorethe extent, andthe many ex- 

quifite productions of this. bounteous orchard, 

by whofe delicious fruit, and fragrant odour, 

three of our fenfes had been fo fumptuoufly 

regaled: indeed I may fay four, for, like 

Buffon’s automaton upon gaining his ex- 

iftence, we gathered, and experienced a new 

fenfe of delight - -- - from feeling the fruit. 

The orchard is planted in a narrow 

gully between two hills, and is nearly half a 

x 3 



310 

mile in length. It abounds in the various 

fpecies of the orange tribe—oranges, fhad- 

docks, limes, lemons, and forbidden fruit 

hanging in the’moft inviting profufion. The 

banana, the plantain, and divers other fruits 

are likewife plenteoufly intermixed. It 1s 

the employment of two negroes conftanly to 

attend the orchard and protect the fruit. 

The oranges we moft enjoyed, and which 

were efteemed the beft in the colony, were 

from a tree nearly a hundred years old, 

and the largeft upon the ifland. They were 

{mall, but of moft exquifite flavor. I have 

formerly enjoyed oranges even in England, 

and have always held them a fine fruit; 

but after tafting the incomparable produce of 

the venerable centurian branch, I fear thofe to 

be met with in Britain will be infipid indeed.— 
If you don’t feel a with for topical thirft, and 

fome oranges from the Colonel’s old tree, you 

ought never to know the true favor of 

fruit ! 

Having made a moft délicious repaft in 

the fweet fhaded valley, we again mount- 

ed our horfes, and, after a fhort ride, arrived 
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at Col. Williams’s houfe. Here we enjoyed 

the refrefhment of cold water and a change 

of linen, and having taken a little time to 

reft ourfelves, proceeded in great comfort 

to eat our dinners in the open air under the 

“ focial rock.” Defcending from the houfe by 

a fteep path, we came into the valley, a fhort 

diftance from the orchard, and pafled under 

a large open arch of a rock, which formed 

the grand entrance to a fuite of natural 

and romantic apartments. A little further in 

the gully we came to an excavation called 

the drawing-room ; and, beyond this, under 

a ftupendous and impending part of the 

rock, we found a fmooth and level {pot call- 

ed the dining-room, which is fufficiently 

fpacious to accommodate a hundred people: 

Here was placed the hofpitable board, which 

is often and liberally fpread by the friendly 

Colonel ; and in this fequeftered fhade were 

affembled chairs, benches, wine, punch, fruit, 

and all that could contribute to the eafe 

and comfort of wearied travellers. But, in 

truth, we were not of this clafs ; for the gra- 

tification and high mental delight we had 

experienced, had_ prevented all fenfe of 

x 4 
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bodily fatigue from our long and fcorching — 
ride. | 

We dranka glafs of punch, and explored 

the deep caverns and various recefles of this 

rocky retreat before the dinner was ferved. 

About four o’clock we took our feats at table, 

having been in almoft conftant exercile from 

five in the morning. A hanging rock of ma- > 

dripores fhaded us above and behind; and, in 

the front, we had the breeze of the valley foftly 

breaking its way to us through a plantation of 
bamboos and fragrant limes, while, immedi- 
aiely before us, {moking viands, rich wines, and 
delicious fruits crowned the board. Having 
endeavoured to provoke your thirft for the 
oranges of the valley, I might further urge 
your appetite in queft of the cray-fith foup 
of the “ {dcial rock,’ for I do not know 
that I ever tafted any dith fo rich, or of fuch 
exquifite flavor. But tell not this to our 
friend ~ - - - - the newly elected alderman, un- 
Jefs he can {pare time for a trip to Barbadoes ; 
where he might feel compenfated for the 
voyage, by feafting upon cray-fith foup, and 
centurian oranges under the “ focial rock ;” 
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or, if thefe fhould not fuffice, I might enfure 
him an ample reward for his journey, in the 

fociety of the hofpitable friends with whom 
we partook the feaft, 

In the evening the Colonel loaded us 

home with fruits from the orchard ; but the 

party did not ieparate until our kind friends 

had planned for us a fill more extenfive ma- 

rooning excurfion ; to which I need {carcely 

fay we gave our moft cordial confent. Our re- 

turn to Bridge-Town was peculiarly pleafant : 

the moon fhone bright: the heat was me- 

derate, and we had quite the agreeable ride of 

an Englith fummer evening. The diftance 

is about eight miles, and as we defcended 

from ‘the higher to the lower land the air be- 

came perceptibly clofer, until, at the town, the 

breeze feemed to defert us, and we, no longer, 

felt the cool perflation, which had been fo 

grateful to us in the more elevated parts of 

the ifland. 

Never, perhaps, did a long and inter- 

-efting day pafs more pleafantly; nor was 

hofpitality ever evinced with more friendly 
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urbanity. No attention was forgotten to ren- 

der every thing comfortable and agreeable 

to us: no care was omitted to promote or 

forward our gratification. It feemed the ob- 

ject of all to offer us every poffible accom- 

modation, and to bring us acquainted, in the 

happieft manner, with the country and its 

inhabitants. We felt infinitely lefs of fatigue 

than might have been expected, from the 

ereat diftance we had journied, and from the 

length of time we were expofed to heat, and 

exercife ; and the only alloy which in any 

degree interrupted our enjoyment, through- 

out this grateful day, was a fenfe of fuffering, 

of which we could not wholly diveft ourfelves 

concerning the poor flaves, who had to fup- 

port, on foot, the very fame journey which, 

in us, was regarded as a {furprizing exertion 

on horfeback. 

In the courfe of the day we repeatedly 

made compaflionate appeals to. the gen- 

tlemen of the ifland concerning them, but 

they as conftantly affured us that our pity 

was mifplaced, adding that they were ac- 

cuftomed, to the exercife, and would fuffer 
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far lefs fatigue than ourfelves, Still our Eu- 

ropean feelings forced upon us the with 

that either they had been accommodated with 

muies, or we had difpenfed. with their at- 

tendance; and it will require a much longer 

refidence, amidft this new order of things, 

before we fhall be able to perfuade ourfelves 

that our fenfe of difquietude was only a 

mifplaced humanity. 

Upon reaching the Lord Sheffield we 

experienced. fome diminution of our plea- 

furable feelings, by hearing that the Belfaft 

tranfport, with troops, was taken and carried 

into Guadalope; which intelligence had 

been brought by the captain of an American 

fhip, who had been detained by the captors 

while they removed the prifoners. 

I fhould have told you that in the courfe 

of our long ride we had the opportunity of 

feeing a very extenfive variety of the vegeta- 

ble productions of the tropical world; and 

that we met with multitudes of trees, fhrubs, 

and plants, that were not before familiar to 

us—and many which were wholly new 
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to our obfervation. Among thofe which 

moft attracted our attention were the pi- 

mento, wild cinnamon, ginger, caflia, caflada, 

banana, plantain, tamarind, cafhew apple, 

mango, fapadillo, papaw, mammee, fourfop, 

goava, grenadillo, water lemon, oranges, 

limes, lemons, fhaddock, forbidden fruit, 

the aloe, logwood, mahogany, cedar, and lig- 

num vite. The great ftaple productions of 

the Weft Indies,—fugar, cotton, and coffee, 

were alfo brought frequently before the eye, 

during this interefting excurfion. 

It appeared to us fomewhat remarkable 

that, in thewhole extent of our tour, we fhould 

not have feen any pines growing, except at one 

{pot near Hilloughby hill, where they were re- 

gularly planted as the crop of part of a fugar 

field. Thefruit was not ripe; and therefore we 

had no opportunity of comparingits flavor with 

that of the pines of our Englifh hot-houfes ; 

and, confequently, none of judging whether 

the cultivation of this plant is one of thofe 

circumftances, as fome have aflerted, in which 

art has been made to rival, or even to furpafs 

the works of nature.’ Improbable as this 
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would feem, upon a firft view of the great 

perfection of nature’s productions, full a 

further confideration renders it more than’ 

poffible ; for, if animals can be improved by 

culture; if the apple and the cabbage can be 

rendered more ufeful, the pink and the tulip 

more beautiful, by the hand of man; and, if 

the powers of our organs of vifion can be en- 

larged by his refearches in the fcience of 

optics ; what is there that fhall prevent him 

from enriching the flavor of a tropical fruit, 

in a temperate climate ! It would feem, in- 

deed, to require only an accurate and fteady 

attention to the laws, and operations of na- 

ture herfelf—not with a view to oppofe or 

diftort the beautiful harmony of her works— 

but to profit of the great leffon the fo li- 

berally difplays, by’ dire@ing, towards the 

one great object of our care, thofe means which 

fhe is bufied in fupplying to all. Her boun- 

ty is not confined to one plant, or one animal, 

but is unlimited as the univerfe. It belongs 

to her not only to fofter the fragrant pine 

and the honied cane, but with equal care, to 

give pungency to capficum, and bitternefs 

to the aloe. 
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If the growth and flavor of a pine de- 

pend upon a certain degree of heat and light, 

with a due proportion of air and moiiture— 

all thefe we have in England; and, from 

careful obfervation, we may enable ourfelves 

to fupply to this, or any other particular 

plant, the neceflary quantum of thefe ele- 

ments with a more undeviating certainty, 

than will commonly be done by nature; fhe 

having to difpenfe her means, not to one root 

alone, but to all creation. The particular 

degree of moifture neceflary for the pine 

might injure the neighbouring coffee—the 

appropriate quantity of air, might not be the 

exact proportion required by the cotton—or 

the precife ratio of light and heat might 

differ from that demanded by the {ugar cane! 

But where man commands the difpofal he may 

direét the elements, in due degree, to his exotic 

nurfling, and, avoiding the irregularities of 

the natural climate, may learn to cultivate, 

and to improve, at home, what nature never 

eave to his native foil. 

What a leffon of induftry is here taught 

us, my friend ! How flattering is this fat to the - 
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progtreflive powers of our {pecies; and how 

ftrongly does it invite to their expanfion! 

How immenfe, how boundlefs is the field 

which it opens to new gratification and en- 

joyment in the government of the vegetable 

- world: and how feducingly does it invite us 

to the exercife of thofe talents, which all- 

bountiful nature hath fo liberally beftowed 

on man! But the fubje&t would lead me be- 

yond the limits of a letter, however delight- 

ful, therefore, I muft not purfue it here. 
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LETTER. XXVIL 

Convoys and packet fill delayed. Single veffels arrive. Tranf- 

ports taken by the enemy. Inhabitants anxious to have the 

troops employed. Sailors defert from ihe Lord Shef- 

field. Alarm concerning a boat's crew. Oars employed 

as fails, Negroes in flave fhips taught to be ufeful. 

Captains of Guineamen walk on foore ‘with parties of the 

frip’s cargo. Book-binding not among the trades of 

Barbadoes. Preparations for an excurfion to Hackleton’s 

cliff. The church at Bridge-Town. Lhe j:gnal-code. 

Barbadoes, Feb. 

WV eE fill remain without any accurate in- 

telligence refpeCting the great body of our 

convoy: and, having no tidings of the com- 
mander in chief, we continue In equal uncer- 

tainty when we may proceed to our original 

deftination, at St. Domingo. Alli here is fuf- 

penfe and anxiety. The folicitude of the 

mercantile world is not lefs than that of the 

military. No packet is arrived; the affairs of 

commerce are interrupted ; we have no news 

of Europe or the war, and all feems fhut in 

ignorance, or abiorbed in painful uncertainty. 

Straggling vefels of cur difaftrous fleet con- 



321 

tinue to arrive; and, from thefe, we catch 
with eagernefs, every report, but ftill with- 
out acquiring any thing fatisfactory. Some 
feparated on one day; fome another; and 
fome another: but with refpect to the actual 
{tate of the convoy all is ftill enveloped i in 
doubt and incertitude. 

Moft unhappily our difappointment and 
our regrets are further augmented by the 

painful intelligence of frequent captures be- 
ine made by the enemy’s privateers. From 

the velfels coming out, in this difperfed and 

_ divided manner, the cruifers, from Guada- 

lope, are but too fuccefsful, in picking up 

numbers of our unarmed, and unprotedicd 

tran{ports. 

A hip which arrived this day reports 

that fhe parted from the Admiral and a -hun- 

dred fail of the convoy, on the feventh of 

January, in latitude 45, longitude 17. This 

is received, by fome, as favorable intelligence, 

it feeming to ftrengthen the hope that the 

fleet has not been under the neceflity of 

again putting. back to Cork, or Spithcad. 

But it is now fo long fince the feventh 

VOL. I. ¥ , 
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of January, and we have known in the 

interval fuch violent,—fuch repeated and 

long continued gales, that, to many of us, 

this news is equally unfatisfattory as all we 

had heard before. So little does it meet our 

hopes, that we have ftill many apprehenfions 

left the majority of the convoy may have 

been obliged to return to Ireland or to En- 

gland. Between five and fix thoufand troops 

have reached Barbadoes in the fhips already 

arrived, and the inhabitants of the Mlands 

exprefs fad regret and impatience at fee- 

ing fuch a body of men remain fo long 

unemployed. Looking to the fpot moft 

in danger, or concerning which they feel 

a more immediate intereft, they with that 

to be made fecure, forgetful, that were the 

troops to be divided as they might wifh, and 

detached on different fervices, before the ar- 

rival of the commander in chief, with the 

remainder of the armament, the great object 

of the expedition might, thereby, be al- 

together defeated. | 

Unhappily the fineft feafon is pafling 

away—and before the whole army can have 

arrived, and be brought into action, the rainy 
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period will be faft approaching ; but, as many 
of the men already here are in a fickly ftate, we 
hope the delay may prove beneficial to them, 
by affording them an opportunity of reco- 
vering from the ills of the voyage, and of 
their long confinement on board, before they 
enter upon the fatigues of the campaign. 
They are daily taken on fhore to relieve them 
from the clofe atmofphere of the tranfportss 
and, from being regularly exercifed, they will 

have the advantage of becoming, in fome 
degree, acclimates previous to being ordered | 
upon actual fervice. 

A report is current here that the Spanith 

part of the ifland of St. Domingo has refuted 

to fubmit to the French ; and that the go- 

vernor has fent downto Jamaica to demand 

‘protection from the Englifh. If fuch be the 

fact, it leads to additional, regret refpecting 

the unfortunate delays of this powerful ar- 

mament: a very confiderable part of which 

is fuppofed to be deftined for St. Domingo. 

We learn from our captain that an 

alarmingdefertion is taking place among the 
failors of his fhip. Six have already ab- 

| rae: 
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fconded, and the number of our crew is res 

duced to fourteen. This intelligence makes 

us apprehenfive left, by the time we fail for 

St. Domingo, we may not have enough hands 

to work the fhip. But we are confoled 

in the recolleétion that the friendly trades 

will be dire&tly in our favot; and that we 

cannot require fo ftrong a fhip’s company 

as amidft the terrific, and adverfe gales which 

fo long befet us on our paflage hither. 

A fad alarm has {pread th roughout the 

harbour, and we have been all in vivid 

and anxious concern, refpecting the fate 

of twelve men who went out ina flat-bot- 

tomed boat to confign to the deep bofom 

of the ocean, the body of a deceafed {fhip- 

mate. Defirous not to throw over the 

corpfe within the harbour, where it would 

be inftantly devoured by the numerous 

fharks which infeft the bay, and which we 

fee almoft daily ftealing round the veffels in 

fearch of prey, they rowed fo far out to fea 

as to be unable to pull back again; and the 

tide being againft them, their heavy boat, not 

withftanding all their efforts to row her 

into the harbour, was fet adrift, and carried 
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out into the wide Atlantic, with all hands on | 

board. The captain finding it long before 

his men returned, grew very apprehenfive 

regarding their fafety. A general alarm 

{pread throughout the bay; and extending 

likewife to the fhore, multitudes foon co- 

vered the beach, while the fhrouds, and 

yards of the fhips, were thronged with an- 

xious crowds looking out for the funeral 

party. No boat appeared, and the fears refpect~ 

“ing the perilous fituation of the party becom-~ 

ing univerfal, two {chooners were difpatched 

in fearch of them. Happily the weather 

and the waves were moderate, or the whole 

had certainly been loft, for the boat was found 

adrift at open fea! Fortunately all the men 

were in her, and were brought back in fatety 

to the harbour, exprefling themfelves very 

thankful for their unexpected oe i 

from the jaws of hungry ocean. 

A ftrong contraft, to the dangerous fitu- 

ation of thefe poor men, was offered in the 

repofe of fome other boats’ crews, whom we 

“perceived fitting at reft in their boats, and fail- 

ing about the harbour by means of their 

gars; a a cuftom which we find to be common 

a3 
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here; for we often fee parties of negroes, 

boatmen, and failors, feud indolently about 

_ the bay, employing their oars by way of fails. 

They fix the handles of them at the bottom 

of the boat, and fetting them up, two on 

each fide, with the flat furface to the wind, 

colle& a fufficiency of the breeze to carry the 

boat along without the trouble of rowing. 

The captains of the Guineamen often re- 

lieve their fhips’ company from the duty of 

the boat, by training fome of their black cargo 

to the ufe of the oar.—Indeed fo ufeful do 

many of the negroes become, during the 

pailage, and the time they are detained on 

board, that their affiftance is of much fervice 

in working the vefiel. We occafionally fee. 

the mafter of a flave fhip rowed afhore by © 

four of his naked Africans, who appear as 

dexterous, in the management of the boat, 

as if they had been for years accuftomed to it, 

Often we obferve the captains parading 

the ftreets, accompanied by parties of their 

prime flaves—apparently with the intention 

of exhibiting them to the eye of the public, 

in found ftate and good condition, ‘This 
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éontributes, at the fame time, to the health 
and amufement of thefe poor beings, who 

feem delighted at feeling their feet on fhore, 

and, in due obedience to their captain, dance 

and frolic as they go along, either in real, or 

in well diffembled contentment and happi- 

nefs. 

I made a vifit on fhore this morning 

in the intention of leaving fome books to be 
bound, which, you will remember, I brought 

out, in fheets, from the printer ; but you will 

be furprifed to learn that no fuch perfon as 
a book-binder could be found in Barbadoes. 

We called on Mr. Hinde, and were informed 

that, by the affiftance of his friends Meflrs. 

Jordan and Maxwell, he had provided horfes 

for our intended “ Marooning party” to Hac- 
Aleton’s Cliff, and the northern coaft of the 

ifland ; when, upon our apologizing for be- 

ing fo troublefome to him, and his friends, 

and obferving that we had fent our fervants 

_.to hire horfes for the journey, he replied 

that no apologies could be neceflary, for it 

would be “ quite inconfiftent with Barbadoes 

to fuffer ftrangers to have the trouble of pro- 

curing horfes, or of feeking, for themfelves, 
7 Y 4 
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the accommodations of a country excur- 
fion.” 

Mr. Hinde accompanied us in our walk 

to different parts of the town, and to fee the 
church, which is a plain and neat edifice, 

built much upon the plan of Greenwich 

chapel; the interior is fitted up with enclofed 
feats of cedar, regularly conftru€ted in the 

modern ftyle. It is alfo furnifhed with a hand- 

fome organ. 

The fhip being made our head quarters, 

it is a great fource of amufement to us while 

we remain in harbour, to obferve the differ- 

ent fignals made at the flag flaff, at the en- 

trance of the Bay, when any veilels appear 

within fight. Indeed the hourly expectation 

of the fleet has made the fignal-flaff fo much 

an object of our ftudy, that fearcely a flag 

can be hoifted but we inftantly comprehend 
the intelligence it 1s meant to convey to the 
Governor, at Pilgrim, from whence the fig. 

nals are anfwered. after, in particular, is 

become fuch an adept in this fcience, and. is 

fo entirely au fait to the fignal code, that, 

Should a vacancy occur, during our continu= 
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ance here, it is propofed to recommend Dr. 
Robert Mafter, phyfician to the forces, as a 
proper perfon for the appointment of Szgval- 

Mafter-General, for Carlifle bay, and the 

whole of the bays and promontories of his 

Majefty’s ifland of Barbadoes. 
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LETTER XXVIT 

Marocning excurfion to the windward coaft of Barbadoess 
Flarrifon’s Cave. Sugar Hill. Foes River. Unhappy 

fate of the Rev. Mr, H. its late poffeffor. Bay-heufe. Beer- 
Soeba. Animal flower. Hackleton’s cliff. Mules of the 
Alps. . Ginger plantation. Colleton effate. Urbanity of 

Mr. Hollingsworth and family. Cedrington college. Coach 
Fill. Negroes dine in the open field ated to the fun. 

Mode of claying fugar. Eccentric manager of Kendall 
— eftate. Drax-hall. Barbadoes one of the ‘‘ Friendly Ifles.”” 

Spendlove cftate. Fofpitality and benevolence of Mr. Fobn 

Waith. Lat people not uncommon in Barbadoes. Grati- 
tude of flaves. Negro privileges. Pitiurefque fcenery of a 
Negro yard. Market held on Sunday. Supplied by Nea 

groes. Sprats, lobfiers, and milk punch ferved after dine 
ner. Mr. Waith, fen. invites the Party to a Barbadoes 
farmer's dinner. Difappointment refpedting Mr. Ellcock’s 
botanical collection. Compenfation by recommending it to the 
attention of Dr. Wright. General remarks concerning the 
excurfion. 

Barbadoes, Feb. 27. 

WE have made our proje€ted Marooning 
excurfion to Hackleton’s Cliff, and the wind- 
ward coaft of the ifland, as planned by our 
friends at the “‘focial rock,” and how often, 
in the courfe of it, did my thoughts wander 
to another friend, withing yet one addition 
to the party! 

4 



33% 

On the 23d inft. we went off before 

_ fix in the morning to Bridge-Town, where 

we found flaves, horfes, and every necef- 

fary for the journey, provided by the 

friendly Mr. Hinde, and in readinefs for our 

departure. It was arranged, that we fhould 

avail ourfelves of the early part of the day, 

by proceeding to Col. Williams’s before break- 

fat. The morning was dull; the fky low- 

ered, and it threatened rain; but none fell, 

and from the fun being obfcured, the air was 

: pleafantly cool, 

We rode flowly as far as Dr. Hinde’s, - 

where we were joined by the DoGor, and Mr. 

Abel Hinde, and Mr. Jordan. Upon our 

arrival at Col. Williams’s, we found the 

breakfaft board moft bounteoufly {pread, and 

the Col. prepared to take an active part in the 

expedition, After breakfafling with good 

appetite, and being well refted and refrefhed, 

we left the “ focial rock,” to purfue our route, 

in the true Marooning fpirit of making a 

home whenever we might require it, ot 

wherefoever we might find it, availing our- 

{elves of whatever dwelling might prefent 

itfelfin our path, ‘The firft object “which met 
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our attention was within about half a mile 

of the Col.’s houfe, where we ftopped to ex- 
plore one of the greateft natural curiofities 

of the Ifland—a very extenfive fubterraneous 

cavern, called ** Harrifon’s Cave.” Its hid- 

den mouth opens among the rocks of a deep 

narrow gully, between two lofty hills. There 
we forfook the world of light, and defcended 

into the dark regions of the earth, in order 

to advance to the bottom of the fombre depths 

before us. Our way was intricate and ob- 

{cure. ‘Taking with us three Negroes, with 

lights, we defcended by narrow windings, or 

{pacious openings, by broad walks, or narrow 

crooked paths, over loofe ftones, or rocky 

{teeps. At one moment we found ourfelves 

under a fine arch or dome, hung with clufters 

of petrifactions ; at another we were in a 

narrow aifle, whofe walls, and impending 

vault, faintly glittered with multiform incruf- 

tations. By the fenfes of feeling and hear-~ 

ing, more than by fight, we judged of the 

varying uncertainty of our fituation, and ad~ 
vanced in perilous ftep—now confined, now 

in more open fpace, until we reached a {pot 

where we came to a gentle rivulet, fofty 

flealing along its fubterraneous bed in a pure 
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and cryftal ftream. A few foft rays, eleam« 
ing from above, filvered over the furface, and 

exhibited all the purity of this limpid cur- 
rent, conveying, amidft fome fimilitudes of 
fituation and of {cene, precifely the reverfe of 

the difmal waters of Acheron, which are re~ 

prefented by the poets, as wandering in the. 
gloomy dark, where 

Above no fky is feen.; below 

A turbid wave is feen to flow. 

But here the fky did appear above, for it 

was feen at acircular opening, cut through the 

foil and the folid rock, to the depth of thirty 

or forty fathoms, and refembled the pale moon, 

or the brighter orb of day, divefled of his 

fiery rednefs, and his golden beams. The 
Wave, too, was any thing but turbid; indeed, 

it was fo invitingly clear and pure, that we 

were tempted to drink of its iimpid ftream, 

Together with our artificial lights, the 

mild rays from the opening above, pere- 

trating to the very bottom of the cave, dif- 

played the hanging tubes of ftalactites, and the 

various furrounding petrifactions, in a pecu- 

liarly interefting and romiantic manner |. 
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¢ Here incruftations ftrike the eyes: 

There {fpangled domes, with luftre brights 

Beam down an artificial light ; 

Whence penfile hang, in gothic fhewy © 

Defcending to the fands aoe 

Fantaftic forms——.” 

After contemplating the fine pellucid 

flream, and the pendant vaults, the arches, 

and recefles around, we proceeded onwards to 

a confiderable diftance beyond the rivulet, 

until the intricate path became more and more 

difficult, and the gloomy cavern feemed to 

clofe upon us in dark, and endlefs deep. ‘The 

feeble taper now fcarcely illumined the fpot 

whereon we ftood, while all before us was 

buried in the profoundeft darknefs. ©The 

path grew flill more uncertain and irregular : 

here we bent our perfons almoft double to 

pafs under arugged arch; there defcended a 
fudden fteep; then, again, we had to fcram- 

ble up a craggy and projecting mafs: prefent- 

ly we turned the fharp corner of a rock, into 

a narrow paflage, between huge walls of ftone; 

next we opened into a more fpacious vault; 

foon our way was again confined, or our 

heads ftruck the hanging petrifactions above. 

At one moment we trod on the firm rock, at 
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another our fteppings were upon loofe ftoness 
and, perhaps, the following inftant we found 
our feet in water, or upon damp earth: now 

we feemed to have reached the utmoft depth 
of the cave—then we ftepped fuddenly into 
a wide fpace.. At length we reached the 

_ fartheft extent that had been explored, but 
unlimited windings feemed yet to lead on, 

in dark and terrific gloom, tothe very centre 
of the earth. 

Having no other lights than two of 
three open tapers, we did not feel it prudent 
to venture farther into paflages unexplored, 

and more particularly as the road we had 

pafled, had been fo obfcure and perplexing 
that, in cafe of any accident occurring to 

extinguifh our light, we might not have been 

able to have traced our way back, to the 

mouth of the cave. Hence we déclined pro 

ceeding any deeper into this filent comb of 

the earth; and turned about to retrace our 

fteps to a brighter fcene. Feeling better 

aflured refpeGting our path we now more 

leif{urely contemplated the ftupendous walls of 

rock, the varied incruftations, and ponderous 

mafles of ftalactites, the multitudes of mad 
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ripores, and other calcareous conctetions, — 
formed by nature from the limpid dittilling 

drop, which were feen on all fides, alfo above 
and below, and hanging round about our heads 

in an endlefs variety of romantic and fance 

iful forms. 

The air, in moft parts of the cave, was 
confined and warm, but, occafionally, we 

felt it damp and chilly. On our way back, 

ata narrow pafs, where we had been obli- 

ged to bend low the knee in order to creep 

under the arch of a rock, we perceived it 
rufh in flrong current; and here the whole 
of our lights were fuddenly extinguifhed, 

and we were fhut in the dark and hollow 

bowels of the earth, unable to explore our 

way to the mouth of the cavern. Unhappily, 
too, we were confined in a damp current 

of air, where we were compelled to ftand 

fhivering with cold, while Col. Williams and 

the Negroes, who had been often in the 

cave, felt their way, at great hazard, to the 

opening, to procure new lights. Weremained 

buried in the filent feclufion of this fubterrane- 
ous abode for nearly an hour; and when the 

diftant found of our condudtcr’s fect returned 
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upon our ears, and the foft glimmerings of 
light again ftole into the folemn depths of the 
cave, the effect was uncommonly itriking and 

beautiful. Watching carefully as the negroes 
approached, we at one moment faw the rays 
of light gleam upon their dark tkins, gilding 
them as it were with fire, and giving them the 
appearance of the fons of Satan. Prefently — 
we loft them in profound obfcurity, thea 
again, the imperfect rays ftretched towards us, 
and at one moment we faw indiftin@ly the 
blacks defcend from a rock, and at another 
perceived them fuddenly rife as from the deep, 
“Again the light difappeared and we only heard 
their diftant hollow founding fteps: then 
they efcaped from a narrow paflage or 
confined recefs, and were feen ftepping forth 
under an open and fpacious arch, where the 
heavy rocks, the vaulted dome, the petrified 
columns, the mafly tubes, and impending cluf- © 
ters of glittering concretions, together with 
the folemn echo, the fiery blacknefs of the 
negroes, and the fpreading rays of artificial 
light, partially abforbed, or feebly refle@ed, 
produced an effet, which was awfully ro- 

mantic and fublime. 
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in fuch a fituation, buried in darknefs 

and fepulchral filence, you will agree that it 

required but little aid of fancy to create pic- 

tures of horror, or to figure to the imagination 

the mighty abode of terrors and of punifh- 

ments. Call to your recolle€tion the effect 

fometimes produced at the theatre, when the 

lights are withdrawn, and a few imperfect 

rays are thrown upon the dark fkins of ne- 

groes, and you will readily allow that when 

our eyes firft caught thefe Africans, at a dif- 

tant part of the cavern, it fearcely required the 

_ powers of fancy to convert them into de- 

mons of darknefs, approaching us with the. 

tormenting flames of their dread parent; and 

you may fuppofe us tracing in our minds the 

various degrees of punifhment merited by the 

wicked, cach of the party fixing upon that 

to which his fecret feelings feemed to configa 

him. Such anaffociation did a€tually occupy 

our minds, and in flillnefs we watched the 

approach of thefe fpirits of darknefs, while 

the awful gloom around us, the oblivious 

feclufion, the dead filence, the occafional 

gleamings of imperfect light, and the fable 

{kins of the negroes obfufcated by the par- 

tial rays, all confpired to fix our contempla- 
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tions to the manfions of the wicked ; and by 

the time thefe fable beings had reached us, we 

had fo powerfully traced the images of the 

black {pirits below, that it was difficult to per- 
fuade ourfelves they were only black bodies, 
bringing us lights from above. 

But the voice of the good Colonel, who 
had accompanied them, foon roufed us from 

our reverie, and reminded us that, however 
difmal our abode, it was not that bourn from 

whence no travellers return: we now haftened 

to change our bed of darknels for brighter re- 
gions, but were obliged to tread our way 

in cautious fteps towards the exit of the 
cave, for the path was intricate and perilous. 
As we approached the opening we extinguifhed 
the artificial lights, in order to enjoy the ap- 
pearance of the foft rays which ftole in at the 
entrance of the cave, richly gilding the rocks 

and petrifaGions, and gradually though irregu- 
larly increafing until we again met the bright- 

nefs of day. 

At our firft efcaping from the cave, the 

{trong light of a tropical fun, falling through 
the widely dilated pupils of our eyes, pro- 

duced a confiderable degree of pain, we there- 

: Z2 
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fore remained a fhort time in the gully be- 

fore we again mounted our horfes; and then 

proceeded to a point called Sugar-hill, from ~ 

whence we obtained an extenfive and very 

beautiful view of the parifhes of Scotland, 

and theromantic parts of the ifland which we 

had before vilited. 

Near to Sugar-hill we called at a cottage 

to give directions for fome oranges to be fent 

down to the “ Bay-houfe,” a place we were — 

to vifitex route. Were we met with two fair 

cottagers, the healthy looking daughters of 

the old dame of the houfe, who, though lefs 

ruddy, were not lefs {miling than the lovely 

and blooming peafants of old England ; and 

who, notwithftanding the want of rofy bloom, 

had pretty Englith faces. 

After enjoying the fweet views of Sugar- 

hill, and witneffing the fweeter {miles of the 

neighbouring young cottagers, we were con- 

ducted to the home of a Mr. Haynes, where 

we were received with a warm Barbadocs 

greeting, and welcomed with franknefs and a 

cordial hofpitality. We refted only a few 

minutes, when Mr. Haynes and his fon jom- 



341 

ed our party, and accompanied us to a neigh- 
bouring eftate called “ Joe’s River,’ a moft 
beautiful fpot, and quite the elyfium of the 

ifland. Until lately it has been in the poffef- 
fion of the Rev. Mr. H., a man of much ge- 

nius and learning, whofe lofs is deeply re- 

gretted by all, but more particularly by the 

literati of the ifland. He was a _ {cientific 

botanift, and as much refpected for his lite- 

rary talents, and extenfive information, as 

revered for his benevolent and focial difpoti- 
tion, | 

The houfe is finely fituated on elevated 
ground near the fea, furrounded with exten- 

five plantations of the choiceft trees and 

tropical fruits. The garden and orchard had 

long been the devoted objects of his care. 

It was his with to procure an ufeful and orna- 

mental aflemblage of all the rare fruits and 

plants of the tropical regions: and in this 

intention he had already obtained a numerous 
and valuable collection, which, through his 

induftry and preferverance, was almoft daily 

increafing. His private hours were pafled in 

literary purfuits. Much of his time was de- 
sig 
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voted to his favorite ftudy of Natural Hiftory, 

and to realizing the improvements fuggefted 

by his contemplations. In fociety he was con- 

vivial ; to his flaves he was kind and humane ; 

and, poffeffing great urbanity, he was benevo- 

lent and friendly to all. 

The fates that rule our deftiny are faid to 

be blind; and you will agree that they muft 

indeed have wanted fight, when you are told 

that they have thrown this efteemed and valu- 

able man iato dire diftrefs, and robbed him 

of the powers of his enriched and highly or- 

namented mind. Bereft of his mental facul- 

ties, of all thofe fine and comprehenfive ta- 

lents which fo adorned and honored him, 

both as a prieft and a man, he now languithes 

in fadnefs and misfortune, loft to his friends, 

and the world; and the happy dwelling 

which was graced by hofpitality and benevo- 

lence, enriched by induftry, and dignified by _ 

{cience; that delightful home, the objed& of his 

anxious cares and ftudies, as well as the proud 

and juft boaft of the ifland, is now left to fall 

into ruin and decay. The broken walls, the” 

hidden paths, the fhattered doors and wine 
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dows, the wild neglected trees, the obtrufive 

weeds, and half covered walks all befpeak, 

in doleful decline, its former beauty ; and 

while they create a fcene, at once romantic 

and piéturefque, excite the moft painful feel- 

ings of regret, and lead to gloomy reflections 

concerning the inftability of all earthly things. 

_ The objects around convey the image of the 

mafter’s now difordered mind, and the whole 

place feems to deplore in fympathetic fadnefs 

the melancholy derangement of his once rare 

and {plendid faculties : and truly may it be 

faid that Joe’s river mourns the fhattered in- 

telleét, and participates, in foft and faft wither- 

ing forrow, the affliGing ills that have be- 

fallen this diftinguifhed ornament of Barba- 

_does. 

Having viewed every part of this inter- 

efting eftate, with a minutenefs of atrention 

which was merited, equally by its fituation 

_and improvements, as by the painful hiftory 

of its late accomplifhed owner, we left it with 

regret, earneftly fympathizing with our 

friends in the fad lofs they fo heavily and {o 

juftly deplored. 

a4 



eae 

We now proceeded to the fea-fide, and 

our next place of call was at a cottage termed 

the Bay-houfe, a neat little building erected 

by Mr. Haynes, under a rock upon the open 

beach, to ferve as aplace of reft and refrefh- 

ment for fuch of his friends, and, in great 

truth may we fay, his friends’ friends, who 

may chance to vifit the windward coalt. 

We found it the rendezvous of entertainment 

and repofe. Intimation had been conveyed 

to the generous owner that it might perhaps 

be in our way to make an ex paffant vilit at 

the Bay-houfe, and he had availed himlelf of 

the information to provide a rich and bounti- 

ful repaft. All the good things of the ifland 

feemed to have been colle€ted. The whole 

neighbourhood had been ranfacked for our 

convenience and accommodation. The beft 

productions from all quarters were directed 
hither to fupply the hofpitable board. Cook, 

butler, fifhermen, fervants, and flaves were 

all aflembled to give their attendance. The 

net was thrown into the fea immediately 

before the door, and the fithes that were ta- 

ken were prefently fmoking upon the table; 

fruits, wines, meat, poultry, and_ vegetables 

were brought in loads, and made only a part | 
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of the feaft of this little cottage, built by 

generous hofpitality, and dedicated to friend- 

fhip and focial harmony. A fupply of pro- 

vifions was likewife collected for the refrefh- 

ment of our flaves and horfes, and thefe 

were regaled with no lefs liberality than their 

mafters the friendly hofpitality of the “ Bay- 

houfe” being extended equally to all. 

Punch and mandram were ferved to us 

before dinner, the one to quench our thirft, 

the other to provoke the appetite; and foon 

afterwards were fet before us a variety of 

difhes, confifting of boiled, ftewed, and broiled 

fith, a cold roafted lamb, a cold turkey, fowls, 

tongues, cray-fith, anda multitude of other 

good things. After we had dined very abun- 

dantly the table was covered with punch, a 

variety of excellent wines, and feveral {pecies 

of fruit. Among the latter was a fine pine, the 

firft we had tafted inthe ifland. I do not know 

that the flavor was fuperior to that of fome of 

the pines I have tafted from the hot-houfes of 

England, although it certainly was very ex- 

quifite: but I muft tafte again, and often, 

‘before I hazard a general opinion upon this 

fubjead. | | 
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Having plentifully refrefhed ourfelves, 

and the flaves and horfes being well fed and 
refted, wecalled the negroes from their defert 
of rolling and bafking in the fun, and pro- 

ceeded upon our journey. To our great fur- 

prize, at the very moment the horfes appeared 

at the door for our departure, a large difh of 

f{prats, fmoking from the gridiron, and an 

immenfe bowl of milk-punch, were fet before 

us. This was quite a Weft Indian addition to 

the repaft. Having eaten very heartily, and 

indulged in copious libations, we had already 
done even too much inthe way of feafting, 

but, to my great aftonifhment, fome of the 
party partook with a renewal of appetite 

which was rather indicative of fitting down 

to dinner, than of rifing from table. At two 
oclock we had commenced with punch ; 

after which came the mandram; at three 

was ferved the dinner: bufy eating and drink- 

ing continued until five; and then appeared 

the fprats, and bowl of milk-punch: thus did 
nearly four hours pafs in high banquetting 

and conviviality at this focial cottage. At 

length, due honors having been done to the | 

punch and fprats, we again put ourfelves ez 

route, the party being increafed by the ad- 
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dition of Mr. Haynes jun., who accompa-~ 

nied us throughout the remainder of the day, 

We rode along the fands to a {pot called Beer- 

fheba, which is ufed as a natural bathing place, 

among the rocks, and from thence proceeded 

to a large mafs of rocks, lying in the water, 

near to the edge of the fea, where we had 

the expeétation of feeing a very curious natu- 

ral produdtion called the animal Hower. But 

here we were unluckily difappointed ; for the 

tide being in, the fea running high, and the 

wind ftrong, we were unable to reach the 

fpot where this phenomenon of nature is 

ufually found. 

Although we loft the opportunity of fee- 

ing It, Icannot refrain from giving you the 

account of this uncommon flower, and its 

dwelling place, as communicated to us by 

our brother Maroons. It is as foilows :— 

Within a deep cave, formed in the rock, is a 

{pacious natural bafon of water, which is 

about eleven feet above low water mark. It 

‘5 collected from the fea beating into the cave 

in rough weather; and hence, that which 

lodges in this bafon is entirely falt water, ¢X- 

cept a very {mall admixture from rain, which 
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diftils in drops, through the fmall openings 
of the rock. In the middle of the bafon isa 

large ftone, or piece of detached rock, which 

is ufually covered with water. About this 
{tone, and adhering to its fides, as if grow- 
ing therefrom, are feen numbers of apparently 

beautiful flowers, finely variegated in vivid 

colours, and of radiated form, fomewhat re- 

fembling the petals of the garden marigold. 
Some are of a pale yellow, ora light ftraw 
colour, tinged with green; others of a grey- 

ifh purple, variegated with black fpots. 

To gather any of thefe feeming flowers 
is a tafk of difficulty, for when the hand ap- 
proaches them, the beautiful petals inftantly 

contract, and become invifible. If left un- 

difturbed they re-appear, in the courfe of a 

few minutes, gradually expanding into their 
former bloom ; but again retire, with furpriz- 
ing quicknefs, on the approach of the hand, 

a cane, or any other body that may be di- 

_ rected towards them. 

This circumftance, as you will expect, 

led to early inveftigation regarding the nature 

of this fingular Hower, when, inftead of a fine - 



349 

blowing vegetable, it was difcovered tobe an 

animal that was decorated with all this gaiety 

of colouring; and hence the name “ ani- 

_mal flower.” 

On examination the body is found to be 

of a blackith hue, lefs than an inch in length, 

and about a quarter of an inch in thicknefs. 

It adheres by one end to the rock, and from 

the other extremity, which projects outwards, 

are thrown off a number of fine membranous 

filaments, in a radiated and circular form ; and 

from the point or head, at the centre of this 

circle, proje& four long flender fibrils, not 

unlike the legs of the fpider. Thus, while the 

body appears as the calyx, and the expanded 

filaments as the petals, thefe fibrils ferving as 

the ftamina, complete the refemblance of a 

regular and beautiful flower. Av 

It has been fuggefted, that as this animal 

is almoft wholly deprived of locomotive 

power, the fine colours, given to the mem- 

branous filaments, ferve as 4 provifion of 

nature, to allure and bring within its reach 

the fmaller infeéts, upon which it feeds; and 

from the quick fpontancous motion of the 
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fine central threads, from fide to fide, or 
round the whole border of the radiated cir- 

cle, thefe would feem to be defigned to a& 

as forceps, for conveying the food to the 

mouth, the extended filaments ferving as 

antenne, or feelers, to difcover the prey, and 

from their contractile power enclofing it, when 

feized, as in a purfe, or facculus, until it 1s 

devoured. With much difappointment at not 

being able to fee this natural curiofity of the 

ifland, we left the coaft, in order to afcend the 

mountainous fummit, called Hackleton’s Cliff, 

—the only {pot which difputes with Hilloughby 

hill the claim of being the loftieft point of 

Barbadoes. ‘The path was rugged, and {fin- 

eularly precipitate. To walk up it was a de- 

eree of fatigue which, it was infifted, Euro- 

peans ought not to encounter; and to ride 

was not free from danger, befides being a 

cruel labour to the poor horfes. But as it was 

contended that they would better fupport the 

toil than ourfelves, we were induced to con- 

tinue upon our faddles, although, indeed, with 

much difficulty, from the rapid rifing of the | 

afcent. By ftopping frequently to let the 

poor animals recover their breath, we did, at 

length, reach the fummit; but never before 
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had I fat upon a horfe to climb fo fteep a 

mountain. Inthe Alps of Switzerland, and 

of Savoy, it is not: unufual to ride fmall 

horfes, called Mountain Ponies, over the lef- 

fer hills; but previous to afcending the more 

lofty and fteeper mountains thefe are always 

changed for mules; and with them I have 

often ventured up afcents even more nearly 

perpendicular than Hackleton’s Cliff. But 

the mule is a more quiet, a more enduring, 

and more patient animal. He is not irafcible 

and impetuous like the horfe, and moreover, 

in fuch fituations he is fo accuftomed to the 

climbing of mountains, that he appears fen- 

ible of all the dangers around him, and 1s 

careful. in every movement, to confult the 

fafety of himfelf and his rider. Only give 

him the bridle, or as the cuides fay, “ laufez 

lui aller,” and in the moft perilous fituations 

you need not feel yourfelf in any danger. His: 

fagacity is equal to his care: he looks with 

caution at each ftepping, and he knows his 

foot to be fecure, before he ventures to 

bear upon it the weight of his body. I re- 

member to have rode at firft, in much fear 

and trembling ; but upon witnefling the dex- 

terity of the animal my terrors gave way to 
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aftonifhment ; and my aftonifhment gradually 
yielded to a placid fecurity, until, at length, 

I could throw the rein upon the neck of the 

mule, and regard the frightful precipices, and 
imminent dangers around us, without any 

- apprehenfion. 

In the Alpsa mule will carry you up 

mountains which are fo fteep as to appear 

from the valley quite perpendicular, pro- 

ceeding by a narrow path, in which he cannot 
poflibly turn himfelf round, and paffing clofe 

by the edge of the moft terrific precipices, 

clinbing only by means of irregular holes 
made among the roots of trees, or ftep- 

pings roughly broken in the rock; yet have 

you only to give him the bridle and fit ftill, 

holding by the mane to keep yourfelf from 

flipping back, and you are in the utmoft 
fafety. 

But I muft return from the Alps, and 

tell you that in coniequence of our feafting 

delay at the Bay-houfe, and the time re- 

quired to afcend the chff, we found the even- 

ing ftealing upon us before we came to the 

top. The fun had already funk too low, to 
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pild the landfeape with its rays, or to enliven ) 
the view of the ocean, with the brightnefs. 

which fhone upon our vifit to Hillough- 
by hill; but, from what [have already faid 
of that, your imagination will readily fuggeft 
‘to you the beauties of the fcenery, and the 

extent of the profpedt from Hackleton’s : 

Cliff, From viewing the delightful variety 

around, under the defcending rays of declin- 

ing day, the effe@t was newand pleafing. Afoft 

and placid piéture fucceeded to the ftrong and 

vivid colours of noon: the land{cape, though 

leis bright, was, perhaps, not leis interefting ; 

and, as_we had vifited Mount Hilloughby in 

the full glow -of day, we did not lament that 

we faw Hackleton’s Cliff under the gentle and 

retiring beams of evening. : 

Unexpetedly we found the top of the 

cliff to be a wide extended furface, covered 

with herbage, and fo gradually declining on 

the oppofite fide, that on turning our faces 

from the fteep precipice of the eaft, we 

appeared to be upon a wide plain, inftead of 

a rude fummit, or nearly the higheft point of 

land in the ifland. On the cliff we vifited the 
- eftate of Mr. Stewart, at which is a pleafant 

VOL. f. AA 
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houfe, delightfully fituated, near the moft lofty 

- part of this high fummit, bearing no 
appearance 

of being fo elevated, or within fo fhort a 

diftance of the ftupendous precipice which 1s 

near to it. | | 

Ginger is the produce of the plantation. 

We faw great quantities of this root fpread 

before the houfe, upon a large fquare neatly 

paved, for the purpofe of drying it previous 

to fending it to market. 

From Mr. Stewart’s we proceeded to the 

Colleton eftate, where we purpoled taking up 

our quarters for the night. On our way 

I happened to learn that the gentleman of 

the houfe was not apprized of our intended 

vifit; and on difcovering this, it feemed to” 

me only a neceflary civility to acquaint him 

with it, I therefore propofed that we fhould 

difpatch an avant courier to announce our ap= 

proach, left, from deferying fo large a partys 

unexpectedly, the family might verily believe 

us to be a hordeof Maroons; or, {till worfe, — 

might miftake us for a foraging party of 

citoyens-foldats, coming to levy contributions 

upon the eftate ; but 1 was defired to fufpend 
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my anxiety, and be afured that we fhould: 
not fail to meet with good accommodations, 
and a fincere welcome, by only announcing 

ourfelves in propriis perfonibus 3 and this in- 

formation proved to be perfedtly correct, for 

Mr. Hollingfworth greeted us cordially, and 

entertained us in all the genuine hofpitality 
of the ifland, Eight vifitors, eight flaves, 
and eight horfes, thus dropping in unexpe@- 
edly, and at night, were received with fuch 

kindnefs and unafleGed urbanity as to af- 

fure us that thrice the number would have 

been joyfully welcomed. No cold, nor for- 
bidding ceremony; no feeming hurry nor 

confufion ; no derangement of the houfehold 

appeared. We wereall immediately at home; 

no mark of furprize, or inconvenience was 

evinced; not an individual was incommoded ; 
the duties of the family were continued; nor 

was there the flighteft mark of interruption in 

any department of this hofpitable home. The 
ufual order was maintained, and it only ap- 

peared as though we were a part of the family. 
The mauvaife bonte, the confufion and embar- 

-raffment but too common, upon fimilar oc- 

cafions in England, were utterly unknown ; 

and we at once belonged to the family. The 
A A 2 
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brimming punch-bowl was fet before us, ahd. 

pleafant lively converfation prevailed until fup« 

per called usto further feafting, which conti- 

hued until the hour of repofe. After fupper 

Mifs Hollingfworth kindly, as {weetly, added 

foft melody to complete the harmony of the 

entertainment. 

We retired to reft, according to the cuf 

tom of the country, at an early hour. Drs. 

Mafter, Cleghorn, and myfelf were accom- 

modated in cne fpacious room. It was the 

firft night we flept on fhore, and you will judge 

of the temperature of thefe regions, when I 

tell you that, in this cool part of the moft 

Windward Ifland, and in the month of 

February, we fet open the windows of the 

room, and threw afide all the bedding and 

clothes, preferving to each perfon only a hard 

mattrefs, and a fingle fheet. With this ar- 

rangement we paffed the night in found re- 

pofe, and rofe at fix in the morning, well 

prepared for another marooning day. 

We rode before breakfaft to fee the 

Barbadoes or Codrington College. On our way 

we paffed an eftate called “Society,” and on 



357 

approaching the college from the high land of 
that quarter we obtained a fine view of the 
building, with the plain on which it ftands, 

and the wide expanfe of the fea, {pread be- 

fore it. Defcending from the hill we met 
with the fineft avenue of mountain cabbage 

trees that we had feen in the ifland. 

The college was founded by Colonel 

Codrington, and richly endowed, with the 

generous and very laudable intention of 
eftablifhing a great and ufeful feminary for 

the education of the youth of Barbadoes; 

the liberal founder appropriating the revenue 

of two large eftates to the inftitution, in the 

defire of affording an Sppectanity to the 
Creole generations of the ifland, of acquiring 

learning, and fitting themfelves for the im- 

portant duties of fociety, and of their indi~ 

vidual ftations, without incurring the ex- 

pence of an European education. But the 

benevolent intentions of the Colonel have not 

been duly regarded. The profits intended 

for this beft of purpofes have been fquan- 

dered away, and the funds difgracefully ne- 

glected or abufed. The fuperb edifice, which 

‘was planned, has not been finifhed, and even 
AA 3 



mene pale 

358 

the part that was erected, has, from fhameful. 

neglect, been brought into early decay. Only- 

one fide of the intended quadrangle has yet 

been built, and that, to the difgrace of thofe. 

concerned, has long been left to fall into 

ruin, 

The prefent manager, highly to his 

honor, has done much towards recovering the 

eftates, and direéting the funds, arifing there~ 

from, into their proper channel. By his. 

care a very confiderable fum has been recently 

accumulated, and the part of the building 

which has been ereCted, is now undergoing 

a thorough repair, in the hope of faving it 

from utter and premature deftruction. 

The walls are built of fone, and are of 

“uncommon firength. They withftood the 

dreadful hurricane of 1780, and appear to be 

‘fill capable of a complete repair, but it mult 

beat great labor, and a prodigious expence. 

As we were viewing the large hall, and 

the chapel, we received a meflage from the 

mafter, the Rev. Mr. Thomas, requefting us 

to take breakfaft with him: but our plan for 
4 3 
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the day, and our engagements with Mr. 

Hollingfworth did not allow. us to accept the 

invitation. We however had an opportunity 

of thanking him, by making him a vifitin the 

houfe built for the principal of the college, 

which we were forry to obferve, like the ot
her 

parts of the ftructure, had been left unheeded, 

and was falling into comparatively youth- 

ful decay. Mr. Thomas fhewed us a model 

in wood, according to the original defien; 

and, had the building been completed upon 

this plan, Barbadoes might have boatted a 

college, vying in grandeur, and elegance of 

ftructure, with the greateft ornaments of the 

celebrated univerfities of the mother-country. 

The model, like the building, feeling the 

deftructive effect of the climate, and of fad 

neglect, was faft crumbling into a ftate, in 

which it could only ferve to minifter duft 

to the elements! : | 

| Twelve boys, only, are yet admitted on 

the foundation, and thefe, inftead of occu- 

pying any part of the college building, are 

accommodated in the houfe of the matter, 

the parlour being converted into a kind of a 

{chool-room, for the purpole. 

AAG 
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We returned to Mr. Hollingfworth’s bya 
different road, from that we had taken in 
going, afcending fome hizh land near the 
college, ca‘led “‘Coach-Hill.” This ride afford- 
ed us an opportunity of feeling a numerous 
gang of negroes grouped in the middie of a 
field, taking their breakfaft, during the tem. 
porary fufpenfion allowed them from labor, 
They were feated upon the bare earth, and 
expofed to the full ardor of the fcorching 
fun. 

On our arrival we found a handfome 
breaktaft prepared for us, and neatly ferved in 
a large cool rovm, with all the tafte and fath- 
ion of the Weft Indies. While partaking of 
it I feveral times detected my thouguts 
wandering to the poor blacks in the field, 
contemplating the fimplicity of their fare, 
and che humble natural board on which it 
was fpread. They ha! no water-glaffes to 
cool their fingers, nor had they, like us, a 
youthful flave to fan the breeze with a fra- 
erant bough, and protect their naked fking 
from the painful annoyance of infects, 

A 
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The Colleton eftate is one of the largeft 
in the ifland. It is, at prefent, the property 
of a Mrs. Colleton, who refides in London. 
The direction and fole management of it is left 
to Mr. Hollingfworth ; and Mrs. Colleton is 
fortunate in giving her confidence to a perfon 
of high honor and integrity, who does every 
juftice to the eftate, and the proprietor. At 
the Colleton plantation we had an opportunity 
of witnefling the mode of claying or (as they 
commonly term it) zmproving fugar. This is 
avery timple procefs by which the fugar is 
much whitened, and increafed in value. Acoat- 

ingof clay, foftened nearly toa liquid ftate with 

water, is fpread over the furface of the fugar, 
as it ftands in the deep earthen pots into 

which it is received from the boiler, and the 

fluid parts gradually draining away, the clay 
becomes hardened into a dry cake at the top; 

while the water pafles through the whole of 

the fugar, and carries -with it a confiderable 
portion of the melailes, through an opening 
at the bottom of the pot, leaving the fugar 
greatly whitened, and improved. The clay 

having become dry and contracted into a hard 

cake, is eafily removed from the furface. We 

Jaw it litted from feveral of the pg's ; and 
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the difference between the fugar in thefe and 

in the pots which had not been fubjected to 

the fame procefs was very ftriking. After 

being thus improved the fugar fells at a price 

nearly one third higher, than in its raw ftate: 

other advantages are likewife faid to derive 

to the planter from this partial mode of 

refining the produce of his canes. Soon 

after breakfatt we refumed our morning wan~ 

derings, leaving the Colleton eftate imprefled 

with a ftrong fenfe of the kind reception, and © 

the very warm hofpitality it had afforded us. — 

Upon taking leave, it was difcovered that our | 

patty had decreafed from eight tofeven. The 

family and the houfe had fufficient attrac- 

tions to detain the inclinations of us all; but 

the peculiar magnet which influenced the per- 

fon, whofe fociety we loft, was of an irrefift- 

able nature,—the junior Mr. H. was the hap- 

py fuitor of Mifs Hollingfworth, and, amidft 

the crowd of the evening, her attentions had ~ 

neceflarily been too much divided for him to — 

have fecured the exclufive proportion due toa 

faithful and devoted admirer. 

After leaving Mr. Hollingfworth’s, 

ss Clarkes Court,” and “ Kendall” eftates, were 
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the two firft Plantations that arrefted our atten< 

tion. The latter is under the direction of a 

very fingular and eccentric character, whofe 

great ambition Is to act differently from othet 

men; and who finds a fecret pleafure in 

deviating from al! eftablifhed and common 

rules, His mill is oddly trimmed, the fails 

ftrangely cut, and all the works, by fome 

deviation or other, made peculiar. Among 

a multitude of other fingularities he has plant= 

ed a patch of pigeon peas in the neighbour 

hood of a field of canes, in order to allure 

the borers from the fugar,—a piece of policy 

very like fetting a difh of tough beef before 

an alderman to feduce his appetite from a 

haunch of venilon ! | 

From Kendall’s we rode to “ Drax-Hall,” 

the largeft plantation of the ifland, and the 

property of the Grofvenor family. The 

houfe is a fpacious old mantion, quite pro- 

portionate to the fize of the eftate, which we 

obferved, from its great extent, had two mills, 

and adouble fet of works for the preparation 

of the fugar. This was alfo the cafe at the 

large eftates of Colleton and Kendall. 

Re 



364 

No interruption,—no chafm occurs in 

the hofpitality. of Barbadoes! It is univerfal 
and literally, as juftly, entitles it to be ranked 

among the “ friendly ifles.” In all the li- 

berality of the country Mr. Chatterton of 

Drax-Hall, invited us to pafs the day at the 

good old manfion, kindly profering us every 

friendly accommodation, But it was not 

confiftent with our plan to take up our quar- 

ters at fo early an hour; we were therefore 

compelled to violate our inclinations, which 

would have detained us throughout the day 

atthe Hall. After taking the refrefhment of 

fome wine and water, we purfued our ride, 

and paffing by way of a wood, called after the 

name of the plantation “ Drax-Hall wood,” 

we proceeded to an eftate called “ Spendlove,” 

which is under the care, and very excellent 

management of Mr. John Waith, a gentle- 

man in no degree lefs friendly, or hofpitable 

thanany wehad feen in the ifland, and although 

very active, no lefs fat and good humoured 

than fome of our well fed priefts, who feaft 

upon the good things of England. | 

We find that fat perfons are by no 

means uncommon in this ifland, notwith- 
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fianding the great heat of climate, and thé 
exceflive wafte of fluids by perfpiration ; nor 

¢an this be at all wonderful to thofe who have. 

witneffed their hearty devotion to the good 

things of the table. Spendlove was our place 

of dinner, and, while this was. preparing, we 

begged permiffion to fee the negro-yard, and 

to extend our vifit into fome of the huts, 
being defirousto infpect the habitations, an@ 

witnefs the mode of life-of the flaves. It 

was remarked to us that the negroes were 

tenacious of their home, and difliked to have 

their huts expofed to the prying eye of 

ftirangers. We accordingly treafured the in- 

timation, promifing not to be too minute, 

but to regulate our curiofity with all becom- 

ing decorum, paying due regard to the feelings 

and prejudices of the fable inhabitants: and I 

fhould have been truly mortified not to have 

had this opportunity of telling you, from the 

teftimony both of my eyes and ears, the very 
comfortable, and, I might fay, happy ftate 

in which we found the flaves of Spendlove, 

In your future good withes for the com- 

fort of the poor Africans forget not to pray 
that all mafters may poffefs hearts as kind, 
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~ and humane, as that which beats in the bofom 

of “Jack Waith,” this being the title by 

which that gentleman is beft known in the 

ifland. The kind indulgence of the mafter - 

is amply repaid in the attachment of his, 

flaves; and the history of Mr. Waith and 

his gang, may ftand in everlafting re- 

proach tothe felf-arrogating opinion which 

Maintains that negroes know not the divine 

fentiment of gratitude, but are moft treache- 

rous toward the mafter who beft treats, and 

moft indulges them. Were this the faét, as is 

not unfrequently aflerted, it would offer itfelf 

in direct oppofition to one great principle of 

human nature, and would place the blacks 

very far indeed below the whites, but, how- 

ever much individual inftances might feem to 

countenance the opinion, thefe, perhaps, do not 

Qccur more frequently among Africans, than 

among Europeans, and furely cannot be cons 

fidered to arife more from any defeét of a great 

and amiable principle of nature in them, than 

we fhould be willing to admit that they do in 

ourfelves. Such inftances are but the effet of 

depravity in either, and proceed from a 

perverfion, not from a genuine priaciple of 

nature, and hence cannot in the one, more 
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than in the other, ferve to eftablith any general 

-maxim. | 

By kind attentions, by occafional and 

friendly indulgences towards his flaves, Mr. 

Waith had fo meliorated their condition, fo 

foftened to them the hardfhips. of flavery, 

and fo improved their comforts, as to attach 

them to his perfon and his intereft by 

the fecure ties of affection and gratitude, 

“The loud clang of the whip was feldom 

heard among them, and the fmartings of 

its painful lath were fearcely dreaded ; for a 

better principle than fear impelled them to 

their duty. Their friendfhip for their mafter 

made his intereft their own; and their 

gratitude, towards him, rendered his fafety 

the object of their folicitude, and even of 

their lives. .Of this he had, in two great in- 

flances, known the moft unequivocal proof,— 

one when the negroes of the eftates had form- 

ed a confpiracy to rife upon their mafters,— 

the other upon an alarm being given that the. 

ifland was attacked by the French! On both 

thefe occafions the flaves of Spendlove had 

voluntarily offered to lay down their lives in 

defence of Mr. Waith and his houle. 
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At the negro yards it is common for the 

flaves to plant fruits and vegetables, and to 

raife ftock. Some of them keep a pig, fome 

a goat, fome Guinea fowls, ducks, chickens, 

pigeons, or the like; and at one of the huts 

of Spendlove, we faw a pig, a goat, a young 

kid, fome pigeons, and fome chickens, all 

the property of an individual flave-—This is 

mere indulgence, but it gratifies and amufes 

the negroes, and becomes, in various ways, 

highly ufeful. The little garden, and their 

ftock, not only afford them occupation and 

amtufement for their leifure moments, but 

create a degree of intereft in the fpot, and ex- 

cite feelings of attachment toward the mafter, 

who both grants and protects the indulgence. 

The negro- yard, viewed from a fhort diftance, 

forms an object of highly interefting and 

picturefque {cenery ;—it comprizes all the 

little huts, intermixed with, and more or lefs 

concealed by the variety of fhrubs and fruit 

‘trees, which kindly lend their fhade ; likewife 

the many fmall patches of garden ground 

around them, and the different fpecies of 

ftock, fome appearing in pens, fome tied by 

the leg, or the neck, and fome running at 

large ; and if it be evening, you have alfo the 
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erowd of negroes, male and female, as they 

chance to be feen, at reft, or moving in buly 

occupation, fome pafling from hut to hut, 

fome dancing to their favorite mufic, fone 

fitting at the door with the pipe in thei 

mouths, and others fmoking their loved fagat 
under the broad leaf of the plantain: The 
picture is alfo further enlivened by the 

groups of little black. children ;-fome run- 

ning and {kipping about, fome feated, play 

ing before the doors, in Nature’s ebon drefs, 

and fome, unable to walk, attempting little 

pedeftrian excurfions upon their hands @ad*- 

. Perhaps within fo {mall a fpace, few 

teats could offer fo much to intereft a con- 

templative mind ; or to aid the pencil of a 

painter of the picturefque. 

Independent of their own provifions, 

either raifed or purchafed, each negro hus hig 

weekly allowance iflued to him, every Sun- 

day, from the eftate ; and hence they are at 

liberty to take the whole of their owni_private 

ftack.to market, and to procure whatever ad- 

ditional comforts they prefer with the money 

it produces; and pethaps it will ieem ftrange 

fo you when I tell you that the markets ef 
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the ifland depend almoft wholly upon this 

mode of fupply. They are all held weekly, 

and upon the Sunday; that being the day 

when the negroes are free from labour, and 

have leifure to attend. 

Mr. Waith has learned the happy att of 
governing the flaves with kindnefs, and he 

finds it a better fteward than the whip. With 

ereat goodnefs of heart he indulges his own 

humane feelings, and finds it better policy 

than ufing ftripes. He is a'man of focial 

manners, and would certainly deceive Lavater 

himfelf, if he poffeffed not all the generolity 

and benevolence for which he has obtained 

fuch univerfal credit ; for fo plainly is all this 

written upon his brow, that thofe who run 

may read it—He is of a ruddy complexion, 

and, with an uncommon degree of fatnefs, is 

very aclive, and appears to have all the 

ftrong health of an European. Never was 

entertainment more bountiful, or given with 

ereater liberality, or a more cordial wel- 

come, than at the plantation of Spendlove. 

Punch and mandram preceded the dinner; at 

table was an extenfive variety of good things; 

and after the cloth was removed, the board 
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was {pread with fruits of various kinds, toges 
ther with claret, port, and madeira wines, 

and Goava-punch. | 

The round of feafting having continued 

for feveral hours, it was followed, like our 

dinner at the Bay-Houfe, by new provoca- 
tives ; and the appetite, having already con- 

fumed more than it required, was invited to 
take more than it ought, by the unexpeéted 

appearance of fmoking fprats, hot lobfters, 
and a large bow] of milk punch. 

The cloth was again regularly fpread, at 

a fide table, and thefe things placed by us, as 
if we had juft arrived from a journey with 
all the cravings of hunger; and to my afto- | 

nifhment, I confefs, fome ofthe party left the 

fruit and wine, and feating themielves in due 

form at the other table, exhibited a renewal 

of appetite, as if the dinner they had juft taken 

had been already digefted and forgotten. 

Mr. Waith’s father and brother came 

from Sit yep plantations to meet us at 

Spendlove, and were of the party at din- 

ner. The old gentleman is an uncommonly 
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handfome man, fixty years of age, with all 

the health and fpirits of a perfon of forty: 

He is not fo fat as his fon, mars trés enbon 

point. He is jocofe and lively, a facetious com- 

panion, highly convivial, and, in the full 

fpirit of the Weft Indies, a perfect bon vivant. 

He entreated us, with much kindnefs and 

urgent folicitation, to make a vifit to his eltate 

before we leave Barbadoes, apologizing in his 

own mirthful way, for not having it in his 

power to offer us more tham a “ plain farmer's 

dinner,—a pig, a duck, and a turkey cock.” 

In ordet to reach Bridge-Town in time 

to go on board to fleep, we left Spendlove 

earlier than our inclinations would have dic- 

tated. On our way we called at the houfe of 

Mr. Ellcock, brother to an eminent phyfician 

of that name, whom we had met at Dr. 

Hinde’s. We were led to the houfe through 

an avenue of the ftatelymountain cabbage trees, 

whichare fopeculiarly calculated to formagrand 

and impofing approach to any gentleman’s 

dwelling. Thefe were the fineft which had yet 

occurred to our obfervation, not excepting thofe 

‘we had feen at the college. Mr. Ellcock’s 

is the moft modern, and moft European-look- 
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ine abode we met with in the whole of our 

tour. The houfe and little flower garden 

before it refemble thofe of England, and near 

to the door is a cool ayenue forming an 

agre«able promenade, deeply fhaded wits the 

foliage of a ~very handiome tree called’ the 

* Evergreen.” 

We walked into the fmall garden before 

the houfe, which is laid out a l angloife, and 

has much more corre@ly the appearance of an 

Englith garden, than the many very humble 

imitations, which Englifhmen are fo often in- 

yited to fee in France, Germany, and other 

parts of the continent, under the title of 

Jardin Anglois,” | 

Mr, Ellcock’s favorite purfuit is bota- 

ny. He is occupied in obtaining an extentive 

colleGtion of rare and curious plants, and of 

the different {pecies of tropical trees, and 

‘fruits. He is particularly curious in his or- 

chard; but unfortunately he was from home, 

and the key was not to be found, hence we 

loft the opportunity of feeing perhaps the 

moft varied, and valuable afiemblage of fruit 
L 

trees inthe ifland. Nor could we even iteal 
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one look at the collection, through any open- 
ing, for the gate was clofe as the door of a 

convent, and the whole orchard was furround- 

ed with a high hedge of the lignum vite, fo 

thick and impenetrable as to refift even the 

prying eye of curiofity. 

Both the orchard and garden were 

origim lly planned, and have been wholly 

planted under the immediate infpetion of Mr. 

Ellcock, to whofe tafte and induftry every 

credit is due for the improvements made, 

and the very valuable collection already 

brought together. He is a fcientific bota- 

nift; and, from learning the attention he de- 
votes to his plants and trees, and to the vege- 

table world in general, we could not but con- 

template, in ftrong fympathy, the fevere lofs 

he mult have felt in the unhappy fate of the 

learned naturalift of “ Joe’s River.” In a 
{mall and remote ifland fuch a lofs becomes, in 

many points of view, irreparable, it being 

unlike Europe, where from {cience being more 

advanced and more generally diffufed, fo 

many may be found of congenial minds, that 

the .lofs of one of Flora’s favorite fons 

might not be equally irremediablee I have 
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not heard that it was fo, but reafon and fym- 

pathy would feem to imply it, and you, I 

know, will feel with me, that from circum- 

{tances of locality, and from fimilarity of fenti- 

ment and occupation, M~ Ellcock and Mr. | 

H— muft have been more than brothers in 

regard andefteem, and that, to either, the lofs of | 

the other mufthave been of multiplied feverity. 

Although difappointed in this vifit, we 

have ftill an eye to the colleGion of Mr. 

Ellcock, and do not intend to let it efcape 

without infpeétion ; for fhould it happen that 

we may be called away, before we have an 

opportunity of returning to it ourfelves, we 

have made known its fituation to a friend of 

ours, whofe induftry and acutenefs in the 

feience of botany will not allow a twig or a 

flower to pafs unnoticed, Our colleague, Dr. 

Wright, is told where to find it, and as he 

is of the Charibbee Ifland ftaff, and may 

remain longer here than ourfelves, or may 

poffibly be ftationed in the ifland, it will be a 

ereat delight, and perhaps the higheft gratifi- 

cation that could offer to him, to explore this 

tropical vegetable depot. The Doctor is a 

veteran in the field of Flora, and in him Mr. 

BB 4. 



376 

Ellcock may find a valuable fubftitute for the 

late unhappy poffeffor of “ Joe’s River,” 

Zealous and well verfed as our friend is 

in the realms of botany, and particularly from 

having already augmented his fame by his in- 

duftrious refearches refpeCting the botanical 

produdtions of Jamaica, to range amidft fuch . ” 

a colleftion of tropical plants, would form 

the delight of his leifure, and, from his ac- 

curate knowledge in the fcience, the whole 

- botanical world might perhaps be benefited by | 

its Vo, lyr, Elicock, 1 truft it is alfo a plea- 

-furein ftore, for he could not but find pleafure 

in being known to our friend, whofe reputa- 

tion asa botanift, is only rivalled by his phil- 

anthrophy, and his amiable character as a man. 

Difappointed in our vifit at Mr. Ellcock’s 

we rode on to Bridge-Town without further 

delay, and arrived in time to go off to the 

Lord Sheffield before the prohibited hour of 

nine, after which no boats are permitted ta 

leave the fhore, 3 

To bring into one point the fum of grati« 
fication afforded by this delightful excurfion, 
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would bea work of difficulty. You will form 

fame idea of it from the loofe details I have 

marked. It has offered us an abundant op- 

portunity of feeing the whole face of the ifland; 

of viewing many of the different plantations ; 

of obferving the produce and mode of cultiva- 

tion; of witnefling the manners and cuftoms 

of the inhabitants ; and of noticing the labors 

and mode of life of the flaves ;—-whom we 

have feen in the fields,—in their huts,—in the 

-, fugar works,—about the houfes,—at their mo- 

ments of reft and retirement, and amid all 

their various occupations and modes of em- 

ployment. | 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Stull no tidings of the commander in chief, or the convey, 

A trading hip arrives from Glafgow. Anxiety difplayed 

when any veffel enters Carlifle Bay. Privateers captured. 

AA detachment of troops fent to Grenada. Uncertainty of 

all expeditions by fea. Black corps formed at Barbadoes. 

Negroes of the French colonies betray all the levity and 

vivacity of the French charaéter. Dry feafon at Barba- 

does. Heat of the climate. Sugge/ion that it might be. 

politic to fend out the hofpitals, barracks, and other build- 
angs, previous to the failing of the treops. Hofpitals ereed: 
at St. Anne's hill. Troops in the tranfports unhealthy. 

Meoon-light view of acoco-nut grove, near Bridge-Town. 

Carlifle Bay, Feb. 29, 

Ge proves that we might have lengthened our 
Marooning excurfion, without any interrup= 

tion from the fear of being hurried away to 
St. Domingo. Scarcely any veffels arrived in 
the bay during our abfence,and very few have 
come in fince our return. Our folicitude, 
concerning the commander in chief and the 
convoy, is ftill undiminithed. One thip left 

_ them in one latitude, another in another, one 
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parted from the fleet in the bay of Bilcay, 

another off Portugal, a third off the coatt 

of Africa, and others in different latitudes. 

Some fuppofe the convoy to have put in- 

to Lifbon, fome fay Gibraltar, and others 

varicus other ports. All is ftill enveloped in 

-acloud of uncertainty ; nor are we without 

our fufpicions that the fleet may yet be nearer 

to you than it is to Barbadoes, and, indeed, 

this would feem probable from the extraordi- 

nary delay of the packets, not one having ar- 

rived fince we came into harbour. Amidft all 

our apprehenfions we ftill hope, and ftill, in 

daily expectation, look for their arrival. 

One veffelhas at length reached Barbadoes, 

which failed fubfequent to ourfelves. Itis a 

‘Glafgow trader, and although from a remote 

port, you will judge what multitudes thronged 

on board, as foon as fhe entered the harbour, to 

afk for news. She brings papers of January, and 

we are much gratified to learn that the admiral 

had written to England, fo late as the fourth 

of tat month, faying that he had, then, with 

him one hundred and eleven fail ; but we are 

forry to find that a part of the convoy had been 

again compelled to put back, and we read, 
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with trembling apprehenfion, that fifteen vef- 
fels were known to have been difmatted, or 

otherwife difabled—all of which, it is to be 

feared, may not have reached’even a fafe port 
at home. Later than this date, the papers con- 
tain no news of the convoy : nor have we. any 

through any other channel. 

At this very interefting period of fufpenfe, — 

if a ftrange veflel enters the bay, the whole 
harbour becomes a crowded and moving {cene, 

in confequence of almoft every fhip fending 
off a boat to feek tidings of the fleet. You, 
who can feel for our folicitude, will compaflio- 
nate our difappointment, when we happen to 

find thatthe ftranger is not direét from England. 
This frequently occurs, and we return load- 

ed with chagrin. Of two fhips which have 

been this day thronged with eager vifitors, one 

proved to be from Newfoundland with fith, 

and the other from the coaft of Africa with 

flaves—confequently neither of them knew 

fo much of England or the convoy as ours 

felves. / | 

News has juft reached Barbadoes that fome — 

of our frigates have captured feveral privas 
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teers off Trinidad. This is peculiarly impot- 

tant at the prefent moment, as multitudes of 

our defencelefs tranfports are fcattered over 

thefe feas, in fearch of which hofts of arm- 

ed cruifers have been fitted out by the ene- 

my. 

I am forry to tell you that information of 

an unpleafant nature has reached us from Gre= 

nada, in confequence of which it has been 

deemed expedient to embark a body of troops 

on board the Expedition armée en flute, and 

other {maller veflels, to fend to the relief of 

that ifland, without waiting for the arrival of 

the commander in chief, 7 

Could it have been forefeen, that the re- : 

mainder of the convoy would have been de- 

tained fo many weeks behind us, the troops 

which have been accumulated at Barbadoes 

might have been beneficially employed in re- 

ftoring tranquillity to our difordered iflands, 

and, perhaps, have been fiill in time to have 

joined in the great, and more combined ob- 

je of the expedition. But it is not given 

to humanity to forefee events, and the fad dif- 

afters of this formidable armament only tend 
v 
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to prove the extreme uncertainty which mutt 

ever attend our expeditions. The plan may 

be concerted with wifdom ; all the neceflaries 

amply provided; and the force, on failing, 

fully adequate to the intended purpofes: yet, 
after all, the lamentable uncertainty of the 
elements will often fruftrate the beft and — 

wifeft arrangements. If an army be deftined 

to march, by land, to any given fpot, it may 

be calculated, with confiderable accuracy, in 

what number, and at what period it fhall ar- 

rive; and, with {till greater certainty, any given 

quantity of ftores and provifions may be tranf- 

ported with it: but no fuch accuracy can 

be attained where the high-road is the fea, 

and the tracklefs path to be traced by the 
capricious and inconftant winds. — 

We have an encampment of negroes 
formed near to Bridge-Town, upon a fpot call- 
ed Conftitution-hill. They are a fine body 
of men, who have been enlifted from the re- 
volted French iflands, or brought away on 
the evacuation of them by our troops. They 
are active and expert, and are training into a 
formidable corps to aflift in our intended ex- 
peditions, About fixteen hundred of them 
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bear arms; befides whom there are twelve 

hundred to be employed as pioneers. They 

have all the vivacity and levity of the French 

charaéter about them ; and it, occafionally, af- 

fords us amufement to obferve the Barbadoes 

negroes regard them with evident amazement, 

gaping with wonder at their volatility and 

alertnefs. John Bull differs not more widely 

from a Parifian fetit-maitre than many of the 

Barbadoes flaves from the fable fops of this 

fprightly corps. 

It is now the dry feafon of the year at 

Barbadoes, and if you have imbibed the fame 

idea of a tropical climate which I remember 

to have once felt, you will learn, with furprife, 

that very few days have pafled, fince our ar- 

rival, without a refrefhing fhower of rain. 

The heatis far more fupportable than we had 

expected. The thermometer, at noon, is- 

commonly about 80, and very feldom exceeds 

82; we have not yet feen it above 54. 

It happens, fortunately, that fome of the 

fhips, laden with the temporary hofpitals, 

made in England, have arrived in Carlifle Bay, 

and, likewife, a few of the men belonging to 
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thecorps of artificers; who, together with fomé 

creole and negro carpenters, are actively em= 

ployed in fitting and putting up thefe frames 

with all poffible expedition: but much of hurry 

and difficulty might have been avoided had the 

hofpitals, the barracks, and other buildings. 

been fent out in time to have been ereéted be- 

fore any of the troops, or any divifion of the 

moving part of the expedition arrived. | 

The confufion that muf neceffarily arife 

ftom the arrival of the foldiers, of the build- 

Ings requiring to be ereéted, and of all the va~ 

rious departments, at the fame moment, muft 
be felf-evident; and it will readily appear, 

from the hurried and numerous claims each 
department will have upon the artificers, that 
many of the requifites attaching to the hofpi- 

tals may not be completed, before the more 
preffing oceafion for them has ceafed, on ac- 
count of the removal of the troops to diftang 
ftations. Prefent experience may convey am 

ufeful leffon. 

From the great exertions now making we 
hope very foon to have hefpital room at St.» 

Anne’s Hill for, at leaft, a thoufand fick, and I 
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am forry to temmert, from the unhealthy ftate 
in which fome of the tranfports have alrea- 
dy arrived, that it feers likely we may have 
occafion for it all ; but we have the further ac- 
commodation of hofpital fhips, fhould they be 

_ required, and have, therefore, the profpe@ of 
feeing all the fick comfortably placed, and 
amply provided with fuch neceffaries -as their 
unfortunate ftate may demand. This, to a 
medical officer, is a circumftance of no trivial 
import. To the fervice it is seb effential : 
but, fpeaking as an individual, I know of | 
few things that could be fo truly diftreffing to 
a man of feeling and humanity, as to behold a 
crowd of brave and fuffering foldiers lying 
dettitute of the comforts and accommodations 
tequired in ficknefs; and you will believe 
‘that I have very fincere gratification in finding 
that I am not likely to be expofed to this 
painful neceffity. 

In a moon-light walk from St. Anne’s 
hill to Bridge-Town, after our vifit at the 
hofpital, our attention was lately very power- 

‘fully arrefted by the fttiking appearance of 
a gently waving grove of coco nut trees, at the 
fide of the road. From the i aaa of the 
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moon, the peculiar form of the trees, and the 

dead ftillnefs of the night, we were fuddenly 

(truck with the grandeur and folemnity of the 

{cene ; nor do I know that my eye was ever 

attraéced to one fo divinely foft and fepulchral. ) 

On beholding it, I was fixed in penfive con-— 

templation. ‘The trees ovew nigh, one to ano- 

ther, and the naked trunks formed fo many 

ftately pillars, fupporting their palmated fum- 

mits, which, ftretching to meet each other, 

affumed the femblance of extenfive aifles 

of Gothic arches. The whifpering breeze 

gently waved the leaves in foothing undu- 

Jation, while the deep and dark fhading fo- 

liage fhut out the filver moon-beams, leav- 

ing only an occafional folitary ray, to {teal 

in here and there, at partial openings, to in- 

creafe the intereft and relieve the plaintive — 

gloom. AA contemplative mind could not fail 

to be enamoured with the foft melancholy ofg 

the {cene. It produced a kind of folemn, and 

tender enchantment ; the effec: of which was 

highly increafed from the broad fea appearing 

below the grove, whole waters, in all the full- 

nefs of night, bearing the trembling beams of 

the moon upon their furface, moved in gen- 

tle murmurs to the fhore, and broke in whit 
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pers, fcarcely to be heard, upon the fands 
Never was {pot more calculated to fill the 
mind with fublime and tender impreffions ! 
It feemed the fit abode of filence, and of fleep © 
—afacred fhade where the child of forrow 
might {weetly indulge his grief, liften to the 
fympathetic ruftlings that whifpered to his 
fighs, and pour forth, in refleGtion and _peni- 
tence, the genuine effufions of the heart : 

<¢ What folemn folitude around ! 

Here Nature’s true fublime is found : 

Hence thought fhould travel to the tky.” 

It was a penfive and fequeftered retirement, 
where a forrowing and heart-rended lover 
might indulge a full feaft of foul, in offering 
his devotions at the tomb of a loft miftrefs: 
for, amidift fuch fcenes, the mind fprings from. 

its manfion of clay, to range. in plaintive co- 
gitation and delight: it feafts in rapturous 

melancholy, and, dwelling in folemn thought, 

is elevated above itfelf. Filled with fublime 

‘contemplation, the fpirit is unmindful of its 

earthly chains, and the foul, abforbed in great- 

nefs, foars to its peaceful and heavenly mantfion 

above. 

cca 



LETTER: XXIX; 

Author claims the freedom of noting” upon all fubjecis. 

Polite and learned prattitioners in medicine at Barbadces. 

The contrary. Anecdote of a Barbadoes medicafter. Re- 

marks upon the fatal confequences of allowi
ng every pretender 

to range at large in the medical profefion. Empirics and 

patents. New Tavern at Bridge-Town. Mode of fepara~ 

ting ‘the feeds from cotton. Barbadoes method of carrying 

children. . Suggeftion whether it may not be preferable to the 

Englifh method. A fpecimen of the bitter hardfbips of 

flavery. | 

Barbadoes, March.. 

Ik being ftipulated that all fubjeéts of re- 

mark are to find place in: my Notes, you will 

not reproach me with the diffentient term 

“ Parifh bufinefs,” if an occafional fentence 

fhould chance to fteal in upon the topic of 

medicine. Indeed you have defired it fhould 

be fo, and this, at once, prevents the neceflity — 

of apology. 

You will have collected, from what Ihave 
faid before, that there are Gentlemen in the 
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medical profeffion in Barbadoes, who are, 

equally, an honor to their profeffion, and an 

ornament to fociety, and I may here repeat 

that many fuch are to be met with in the 

ifland. But it is an unhappy truth that there 

are others who are only pre-eminent in igno- 

rance, for, alas ! practitioners in medicine may 

be found in this ifland, who, in learning and 

manners, are not far removed above the flaves. 

They are more illiterate than you can believe, 

and the very zegro doctors of the eftates too 

juftly vie with them in medical knowledge. 

It has happened to us to fee, among them, 

men, who inftead of having the care of the 

health and lives of their fellow-fubje@s, ought 

not to be entrufted to compound a pill, or a 

bolus. Atyro, advanced only a year or two 

jn his apprenticefhip, in England, is far bet- 

ter inflruéted in his profeffion, than fome of 

the foi-difans and prattifing proficients of 

Barbadoes. Totally unprepared with a claf- 

fical education, and, indeed, wholly devoid 

of the very rudiments of literature, they 

indolently wafte a few years, in the houfe, 

or idly looking out at the fhop-window of 

fome uneducated apothecary of the ifland, and 

then in all the bold confidence of ignorance, 
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they commen ce Dofors, feeling themfelves fully 

qualified, without profeffional reading, without 

vifiting the fchools of Europe, without expe- 

rience, and [ might fay, without thought, or 

judgment, to undertake the cure of all the 

direful maladies which afi the human frame; 

—in fhort, without one neceflary qualification 

do thefe creole pretenders feel themfelves com- 

petent to exercife all the various branches of 

the healing art. 

Cleghorn, Mafter, and myfelf called, late- 

ly, at the thop of one of the practitioners of 

this clafs, to purchafe fome Peruvian bark, 

when we found our brother doctor difpofed to 

be facetious and communicative ; and prone 

to talk with equal confidence and loquacity. 

His bark, he affured us, was “ of the beft,” for 

he had plenty of the “ Cort. Peruv. optimum, 

and had “ advertifed it for /a/e,” although he 

“ never ufed it for his patzents ;”— adding to 

this very liberal and laudable avowal “* I have 

“ alfo the Cort. Peruv. common, but I never 

write now for the Cort. Peruv. /econd: for- 

merly I did, and the druggifts cheated. me, 

but I have found them out, and now make the 

Cort. Peruv. /econd myfelf. I mix a little of 
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the Cort. Peruv. optimum, with
 the Cort. Peruv. 

common, and fo make Cort. Peruv. /econd, * and 

in this way gain the money myfelf which, 

before, I foolifhly paid to the 
druggifts in Eng- 

land.” 

This man who, independent of a total want — 

of profeflional knowledge, av
owedly, and from 

the moft fordid motives, never adminiftered 

to his patients a fingle grain of that bark, 

which (even in proper cafes for its exhibition) 

was mott likely to prove benef
icial,—¢is man 

is a bufy practitioner in Bridge-Town, and 1s 

efteemed the great Hippocrates, the family 

doétor, and the confidential, and prime guar- 

djan of health to many of the inhabitants of 

Barbadoes ! 
| 

In all climates, a found judgment, and an 

acutenefs. of difcrimination, together with a 

correé&t knowledge of the human frame, are 

neceflary to the fuccefsful treatment of dif- 

cafes : but in the Weft Indies, where the attack 

* It were much to be withed, that the vendors of drugs! 

had not difcovered a ftill worfe means of adulterating this 

mott valuable medicine, 

oy! 
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is frequently fudden, and the progrefs deftruc- 
tively rapid, if the malady be neglected or 
badly treated, in its incipient ftage, medicine 
becomes inefficient, and, too. often, the difeafe 
cannot be fubdued by all the art of the wifeft 
Phyfician.— How lamentable, then, is‘ it that 
fuch ignorant medicafters as our ‘* Cort Peruv. 
optimum” fhould be entrufted, and particu- 
larly in a tropical region, with the health and | 
lives of multitudes of their fellow-beings. 

When we reflect that the riches and 
profperity of a country conne@, moft inti- 
mately, with its population, and that the 
lives of men are of the higheft importance to 
the ftate, it becomes matter of furprife and 
aftonifhment, that, even in the remoteft colony, 
{uch pretenders fhould be permitted to difgrace 
the healing art. Ifthat wife principle ‘ falus 
populi fuprema lex,” be correét, and I fufpea it 
cannot be difputed, the health of the people. 
muft be a fubje& of prime confideration in the 
eye of every government ;—how then are we 
to account for the apathy which permits 
{uch dangerous doéors to wield the deftructive 
lance, or, how thall we explain the mifcalcu- 
lating policy which not only tolerates a tre- 
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mendous hoft of empirics, but fuffers them to 

overrun every part of the ftate, under the all- 

creating fanGtion of a patent, or allows them, 

on the bare privilege of bold affurance, to com- 

mit depredations upon the health, the purfes, 

and the lives of His Majefty’s fubjeGts? _ 

You will recollect the name of “ Betfy 

Lemon” the refpeétable mulatto whom [I for- 

-merly mentioned to you as the leading fupport 

of the Bar at Mary Bella Green's, and you 

will be pleafed to learn that the is releafed from 

the toils of flavery, and placed in a more in- 

dependent fituation, where fhe may become 

eftablifhed as an ufeful and refpectable member 

of the community. She has opened a new 

tavern at Bridge-Town, where we have made 

a party of encouragement, to take a dinner, © 

and drink to the fuccefs of the hoftefs; and, 

from the accommodations we met with, I may 

add, that, fhould any more of your friends fol- 

low us to Barbadoes, you may affure them of 

attention and good treatment at the houfe of 

Bet/y Lemon. 

7 In one of our late walks, near Bridge- 

Town, we met with two {mall windmills, 
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erected for the purpofe of clearing the cotton 

- from its feeds; and, as they happened to be 

in motion we availed ourfelves of the opportu- 

nity of waiting a fhort time, to witne(fs the pro- 

cefs. The cotton, when pulled from the pod, 

envelopes the feeds, forming the matrix in 

which they grow and are embedded ; and it is 

feparated from them by being caufed to pals . 

* through the bite of two imall metallic rollers, 

placed horizontally, one over the other, and 

turned by the action of the mill. Thefe patl- 

ing round, near to each other, are fed with the 

cotton, which they take in, without receiving 

the feeds, leaving them to fall to the ground, 

or into a bafket below, while the cotton, drawn 

between the rollers, pafles through and is 

ejected into a box on the oppofite fide. ‘The 

'procefs is fo entirely fimple that it might be 

performed equally well by a {maller inftru- 

ment worked with the hand, or the foot, and 

which we are told is the method practiled in 

many parts of the Weft Indies. 

Among the novelties which meet the eye 

of an European upon his arrival at Barbadoes, 

or probably in any of the Weft India iflands, 

is the practice of carrying the children acrofs 
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the hip, inftead of feating them upon the arm. 

The lower clafs of white women, in Barbadoes, 

have adoped this cuftom, from the example 

of the negroes, among whom it feems to be 

the univerfal mode of nurfing ; and, perhaps, 

it would admit of argument, whether this 

method be not preferable to the European cuf- 

tom of carrying them upon the arm. Seated 

upon the hip, the infant foon learns to cling, 

and in a great meafure to fupport itfelf; but, 

placed upon the arm, it muft always remain a 

helplefs or dead weight upon the mother, being 

without the power of aflifting itfelf, or reliev- 

ing its pofition. Further, it is fo conveniently 

placed when upon the hip, that the mother 

can fupport it with much greater facility, for 

by only putting the arm behind it, the child 

can lie back, or reft and change its pofture in 

various ways: thus the weight becomes lefs fa- 

tiguing to the mother, and perhaps lefs inju- 

rious to the infant ; for, at this tender age, 

the long bones of the thigh, not ‘being firmly 

offified, are liable to yield, and a degree of de- 

formity may be induced, from their being made 

to bear the whole weight of the body, at long 

and frequent periods, upon fo narrow a leat 

as the arm. 
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Trivial as this fubje@ might appear to 
fome, it is worthy the ferious confideration of 
Britifh mothers, and nurfes. A deformed ne- 
grois avery rare object, and this may probably 
be attributed, in great meafure, to the manner 
of nurfing them in their infancy; for, befides the 
better mode of carrying them, they have the 
further advantage of being allowed to crawl 
about upon their hands and feet, in perfea& 
freedom, unreftrained by ligatures, or tight 
garments, 

Although I have obferved the mode of 
carrying children upon the hip to be the com- 
mon method of nurfing among the flaves, yet, 
when they have to carry them to a great dif- 
tance, they neither place them upon the hip, 
nor the arm, but upon the back; and I have, 
frequently, been furprized to obferve by what 
fiight fupport they fecure them in this fitua- 
tion. A mere pocket handkerchief, tied care- 
lefsly round the mother, often forms all their 
feat, and all their fafety ! 

A few eveningsago I had the affliing op- 
portunity of witneflinga fcene of cruelty, which 
ftrongly exemplified the abjeét, and wretched- 
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ly humiliating condition to which human be- 

ings are fubjected in a life of flavery. I hap- 

pened to be waiting upon the quay for the 

Lord Sheffield’s boat, in order to return on 

board, when two men, apparently white creo- 

les, came up, and feized a negro, who was 

ftanding near me, accufing him of having run 

away from his mafter. The poor black af- 

{ured them that he had no mafter,—that he 

belonged to Mrs. , that he was well 

known in the town,—and that they mutft, cer- 

tainly, have miftaken his perfon ; and, upon 

thefe grounds, urged the impropriety of their 

taking him to prifon. But, regardlefs of his 

remonftrances, and of their own error, they 

tied him with a heavy cord, faftened his hands, 

and forced him towards the place of confine- 

ment! Curiofity led me to follow them. The 

poor man ftill pleaded his innocence, and the 

miftake they had committed, begging and pray-
 

ing to be allowed to refer them to his Mil- 

trefs, or to another family in the town, to iden- 

tify his perfon. Heedlefs of his proteftations 

and entreaties they ftill dragged him on, and 

from his only exprefling a reluctance at being 

thus, unjuftly, hurried to a prifon, one of thefe 

hardened wretches (truck him a violent blow 
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on the head, with alarge ftick, calling out to 
the other, in broad  Barbadoes accent, 
* Daa-am him, cut him down.” 

A. little before they reached the prifon 
they had to pafs a door-way where there 
happened to be a ftrong light, by means of 
which one of thefe cruel inftruments of the 
law of force inftantly recognifed the poor ill- 
treated flave, and finding that they were aCtu- 
ally guilty of the miftake which the negro 
had ftated, he called out to his favage comrade, © 

who had ftruck the helplefs black upon the 
head, “ Daa-am him, I know the fellow, we 
muft let him go,” upon which, they both, 
with horrid and dreadful imprecations, ordered 
him to ftand, without flirring ,while they fhould 
untie him; and, upon his only moving his 
arm to expedite the loofening of the cord, 
they {wore, thatifhe dared “ to ftir, or look 
favage,” they would “ cut him down,” or put 
him, “‘ dire@ly into prifon.” Such was the 
compenfation dealt him for the unjuft and - 

cruel treatment he had already received. The 
wretches not only dragged the poor unoffend- 
ing flave to a prifon, in defiance of his folemn 
allurances of their having miftaken his perfon, 

9 
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and without allowing him an appeal to any one 

who knew him, but, becaufe he ventured to 

fay they were committing an error, had the 

inhumanity to frike him with a force fufh- 

cient to have fractured his fkull, and to threat- 

en him with the further feverity of death, or 

adungeon, fhould he dare to exprefs o
nly a look 

of difpleafure. | 

What muft have been the feelings of this 

injured man? who, after being abufed and 

mal-treated, was further put in fear of his life, 

fhould he only permit nature to aflume her 
a 

feat on his brow,—fhould the cruelty, pain, 

and injuftice he had fuffered, only caufe a mark 

of difapprobation to appear upon his counte- 

nance! But Nature, however profcribed, was 

notto bereftrained by fuchcommand! Wh
ile the 

power of memory remains to me I can never— 

never forget the indignant, but hopelefs ex- 

preffion of injury which overfpread 
the features 

of this poor flave, as he retired !—He felt ag- 

erieved, wade. YEAS eas conmgions that he 

had no remedy,——no appeal ! 
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LETTER XXx- 

Author fends his friend a lift of the fips of the convoy which 
had reached Barbadoes. A veffel from Liverpool arrives 

in Carlile Bay. The body of the fleet fill wandering up- 
onthe ocean. Packet fill delayed. Cork divifion found to 
be at Cove long after it was reported at fea. Probability of 
the author and his comrades being employed, in confequence 

of the increafing number of fick. Carlifle-Bay difturbed by 

Prefs-gangs: Confufion created by the failors of one of 

the tranfports reffting them. The Lord Sheffield vifited 

by two gangs in one night. 

Barbadoes March g: 
\ 

IT occurs to me that, amidft all the uncertain- 

ties of our unfortunate fleet, it may be pleafant 

to you and others of our friends to know 

which of the fhips have made good the paf- 
fage,I, therefore, fend you the annexed lift of 

upwards of fixty, which are now fafe at anchor 
in Carlifle Bay. 

A veflel from Liverpool is come into 
harbour, which failed on the oth of January, 
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but we are ftill without any late news of the 
fleet, which failed on the 9th of December; and, 

fingular to tell, the Liverpool fhip, now arriv- 
ed, made the whole paflage without happen- 

ing to fall in with any one of the convoy. 

We learn that, previous to her failing from 

port, the Admiral had again written to Eng- 

land, mentioning that ninety fail ftill re- 

mained with him, at the date of his let- 
ter; but that, from the repeated gales they 

had met with, he feared the others had 

been obliged to put back difabled. It would 
-feem, from this, that he has no idea of fo con- 

_fiderable a number having reached Barbadoes. 
We, who are here, obferving on the other 

hand that very heavy and bad-failing veffels 
have made their paflage, are furprized what 

can fo long have detained the remainder of the 

convoy ; and what can be the caufe why we 

are fo long without any direc and accurate 

intelligence of its fituation. It is now thir- 

teen weeks fince the fleet left England, and we > 

know about as much concerning the great body 

of it, at this moment, as if it were failing in the 

moon. 

VOL. 1. yD’ 
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» We are fadly anxious for the arrival of a 

packet, and of newfpapers, neither the fhip 

from Glafgow, nor that from Liverpool having 
brought more than one or two papers of the few 

days preceding their departure. We look for | 

them in feries, and expect quite a feaft of de- 

light from the perufal. Debarred from the 

' news of our own country, and the old world, 

we have occafionally been much gratified by 
reading the American papers, brought by 

veffels which have arrived with ftores and pro=_ 

vifions from the United States. 

We, who are deftined to proceed:to St. 
Domingo, have new difappointment in finding 

that the Cork divifion, intended for that ifland, 

had not failed ata date many weeks fubfequent 

to the time it had been reported at fea; and 

hence we feel it probable that we may even 

yet be long delayed: nor does it feem un- 

likely, that, before we depart, we may be cal- 
led on duty at Barbadoes, in confequence of 

the increafing number of fick, and the non-ar- 

rival of the medical officers of the Charibbee= 

Iland, or what, with ftrange incorre€tnefs, has 

been called the Leeward-Ifland ftaff. 
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You will, perhaps, be furprifed to know 

that the tranfports in Carliile bay have been 

feveral times interrupted, and the whole har- 

bour difturbed, and brought into a ftate of con- 

fufion, by the vifitings of different prefs-gangs, 

in the exercife of that neceflary cuftom, fo re- 

pugnant to the feelings, and the freedom of 

Eneglifhmen. 

In one inftance an alarming fcene took 

place in confequence of the failors of one of 

the fhips refifting this arbitrary and uncon- | 

ftitutional method of obtaining their fer- 

vices. They oppofed the boarding, and beat 

off the agent, and two boats. with the prefs- 

gang. This refiftance was foon followed by 

the appearance ofa party of foldiers, with fire- 

locks and fixed bayonets, who had been call- 

ed upon to aid the prefs-gang, and to force the 

failors to fubmiffion. Upon feeing the troops 

approach, thus formidably armed, the failors 

jumped into the fhip’s boat, and made the beft 

of their way towards the fhore. ‘The prefs- 

gang and two or three boats, filled with armed 

foldiers, purfued them. A general fenfation of 

alarm overfpread the harbour, and it was fear-_ 

ed that much blood would be fhed. Every 

DD 2 | 
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vefllel was thronged with {peCtators, an univer- 

fal impulfe was excited, and feelings of anxiety — 
feemed to poffefs every mind. The failors ma- 

noeuvred beftin the race. They gained head- 
way at every pull of their oars, and made the 
fhore ata point beyond the reach of the foldiers 
and their mufquets. Several fhots were fired at 

them in vain; and upon their landing,a loud and 

general fhout inftantly fpread around; which 

feemed to be involuntary, but was ftrongly ex- 

prefliveof the with of the multitude thatthe fail- 

ors might efcape. Their only hope was in flight, 

and fome of them had the good fortune to elude 

the activity and vigilance of their purfuers ; but 

the foldiers proved to be more fuccefsful 

in the chafe, on fhore, than they had been 

in the boats, for a party of the failors was 

brought back a fhort time after, under a ftrong 

guard, and compelled to fubmit to this law of 

force, 

It has been our fortune on board the 

Lord Sheffield to be difturbed by two different 

. parties of the prefs-gang in the courfe -of the 

fame night: one of which came alongfide at 

midnight,—the other at two oclock in the 

morning. From ftealing upon us unexpected~ 

7 



405 
ly, andin the dark, you will fuppofe that 

~ much hurry and confufion was created. Being 

wakened by the noife and running of people 

over my head, I put on my robe de chambre, 

and went up to learn the caufe, when, finding 

it to be the prefs-gang, I felt a flrong difpo- 

_ fition to obferve their conduc and manner of — 

proceeding, and therefore remained upon deck, © 

during the whole time they continued on 

~ board. 

A Lieutenant of the navy was flalking 

up and down with a huge drawn fabre in his 

hand, calling out, with boatfwain’s lungs, for 

the fteward to bring upa light. His men were 

running about every part ofthe fhip armed 

with cutlafles, piftols, hangers, and various 

other weapons, and initruments of death. 

Such of the failors of the fhip whom they 

found upon deck, were inftantly tumbled in- 

to a boat at the fide, filled with armed men. 

The others fecreted themfelves in holes and 

corners, while the old feward with feeming 

“hafte, but with fox-like cunning, delayed the 

light. Perhaps you will fay it wasa little fe- 

vere to demand a light, at all, from the hip, 

- in order to rob her of her own men ; but the 

DD3 
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whole proceeding was alike arbitrary and de- 

fpotic, and this only confiftent with the other 

parts of it. They had come in darknefs, and 

with muffled oars, that they might take the vef- 

fel by furprife, and were unable to profecute 

their fearch, into the remote and concealed 

parts of the fhip, without the aid of light. 

The fteward, fomewhat endangered from 

the ire he had provoked by his well-contrived 

delay, at length appeared with the lantern ; 

and a general fearch was immediately made be- 

low. ‘The cabins,—the cable-tier,—the pan- 

tries, —the lockers—the very pig-fty,—every 

hole and corner they could think of were hunt- 

ed out, and they feemed refolved that not a {pot 

fhould be omitted. Yet, notwithftanding alt 

their vigilance, feveral of the failors contrived 

to elude the fearch. One, who had not time 

to efcape to a place of more probable fecuri- 

ty, remained quietly in his hammock, and, 

when they came to examine it, affected to a- 

wake uttering aloud groan, ftrongly expreflive 

- of pain and fuffering. Hearing this the prefs- 

gang afked who it was, and if a failor. The 

mate, who was watching them with a vigil- 

ance not inferior to their own, immediately re- 
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plied that it was a fick man, who had been 
long confined to his birth. His promptitude 
was fuccefsful : fick men they did not want ; 
and the failor was left undifturbed—his free- 

dom the fruit of his well-timed ftratagem, and 

of the expertnefs of the mate in promoting it. 

The fecond party came more openly, and 

without obferving the fame fiillnefs of ap- 
proach, confequently all the failors who were 

likely to fuit them, were fecreted before they 

could reach the deck; and from the mate re- 

ceiving them frankly, and affuring them that 

they were too late in their vifit, in confe- 
quence of their comrades having but juft pre- 

ceded them, and taken away the greater part 
of the fhip’s company, they did not fubje& the . 

veffel to fo minute and prying a fearch, but, 

after looking generally round the fhip, went 

quietly away without a man, 

DD4 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Senate houfe, and general affembly of Barbadoes. “Punch and 

Sangaree a pleafant part of the debate. Altercation in the 

court of Chancery. Interefting party dine with the mes 
of the Lord Sheffield. Hazardous efcape of two Engli/p- 

men from confinement. Honorable conduét. of Victor 
Hugue’s fecretary. Remarks on bribery and corruption — 

on patriotifm. Self-love, and the love of fame Stronger 

incentives to action than love of country. 

Barbadoes, March 15. 

I NOW take up my pen, to you after ma- 

king a vifitto the fenate houfe, and being 

prefent at a fitting of the general affembly 
of the ifland. The proceedings were con- 

ducted according to the routine of our Houfe 

of Commons, which the aflembly regards as 
its model. The reprefentatives, like ours, are 

returned from the provinces, two, not, in- 

deed, from each county, but from each parifh : 
and, there being eleven parifhes in the ifland, 

the aflembly, confequently, confifts of twenty- 

two members. 

As in our houfe, fo in theirs, the perfon 
who prefides is denominated—* the fpeaker” 
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—the Searer had perhaps been more cor 

rect, as he happens to be the only perfon 

who is precluded from {peaking in the debate, 

and is appointed, for the exprefs purpofe of 

hearing all others, who, through him, addrefs 

their arguments to the houfe, 

Among the members we recoguized fe- 

veral of the gentlemen whom we had feen 

in our marooning excurlion into the country, 

It did not happen to be a fitting of great 

intereft to ftrangers, there being but little 

before the houfe for difcuffion, and, confe- 

quently, few debates. Reading and pafling 

a militia act, and fome other bills, confti- 

tuted nearly the whole bufinefs of the meet- 

ing. One part of the proceedings, however, 

we thought to be firidtly in the ---- order of 

the day. It was exceflively warm, and we 

were fadly parching with thirft, when two per- 

fons fuddenly appeared with a large bowl, and 

atwo quart glafs filled with punch and fanga- 

ree. Thefe were prefented to “ Mr. Speaker” 

who, after dipping deep into the bowl, paffed 

it among the members: nor was the audience 

forgotten, for we were moft gratefully taught 

that the hofpitality, fo univerfal in the ifland, 

lives even in the fenate. The glafs was handed 

nee 
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up to us, and we found that it was cor-~ 

rectly in order for ftrangers to join in this 

part of the debate. It came at a moment pe- 

culiarly opportune, and we drank deeply and 

cordially to our friends, and the houfe of 
affembly. 

The court of Chancery, with the go- 

vernor as prefident, was fitting in a chamber 

above, and, fuddenly, a loud clamour, indica- 

ting difcord and confufion, was heard from 

that quarter; we, therefore, left the houfe 

of aflembly and afcended to the upper houfe, 

in the defire of afcertaining what could poflibly 

have caufed fuch turbulent proceedings ; when 

we found this auguft affembly totally ab- 
forbed in a quarrel between two of its members, 

who had interrupted the bufinefs of the fitting, » 

and diverted the attention of the houfe exclu- 

fively to their perfonal difpute. Each remained 

obftinately inflexible, with regard to the re- 

quired acknowledgment, and neither could 

be brought to any terms of conceffion ; hence, 

after a long interruption, it proved that the 
houfe had only to leave it to be fettled as a 

perfonal quarrel, according to the feelings of 

the parties. Perhaps it had been more con- 

fiftent had the court, from the firft, main- 
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tained its own dignity, and not fuffered its 

proceedings to have yielded to a perfonal al- 

tercation within its own walls, which, there, 

it might have prevented, but which between 

the individuals it had not the power to con- 

trol. There appeared no profpect of a recon- 

ciliation between the parties, nor of the har- 

mony of the court being fufhciently re-efta- 

blifhed for the bufinefs of the meeting to be re- 

fumed; we therefore left them, in order to 

purfue our further engagements. 

You will be pleafed to know that we 

have, lately, had a very interefting party to 

dine with us on board the Lord Sheffield ; 

among whom were three gentlemen who had 

recently returned from imprifonment—one > 

from France, the others from Guadaloupe. 

The narrative of their confinement and treat- 

ment, together with fome anecdotes of perfons 

whom they had about them, afforded us much 

amufement, and gave to their details a high 

degree of intereit. 

One of the gentlemen, who had been ta- 

ken to Guadaloupe, was confined on board a 
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prifon fhip, with feveral others of our coun- 
trymen, where, being treated with great ri- 
gour, and fed with a very fcanty allowance of 
bad food, he entered into a confidential agree~ 
ment, with one of his fellow-prifoners, to con- 
cert fome means of efcape; and, one day, 
feeing a boat, convenient for their purpofe, 
come to the -fhip, they ftepped over the 
fide of the veffel, and defcending fuddenly 

_ Into it, as it lay. alongfide, immediately threw 
overboard three of the five negroes, who. 
were init, and compelled the other two to take 
up their oars, and affift in rowing them away. 

The fuccefs of this perilous enterprife 
was equal to the boldnefs with which it was 
undertaken. The fentinels fired at them in 
vain: being once clear of the fhip they 
pulled the oats with vigour, and, encouraging 
the blacks to their aid, were foon out of reach. 
Neither boats, nor bullets were able to over- 
take them: they were quickly at fea, in their 
open ikiff, and, gladly, entrufted themfelveés 
to the mercy of the elements. The weather 
favored them, and they foon made a port 
of fafety in a Britith ifland. 
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The manner in which the other gentle- 

man who had been confined in Guadaloupe 
obtained his releafe was alfo attended with 
peculiar, and ftrongly marked circumftances. - 
Having an opportunity of {peaking with the 
fecretary of Victot Hugues, he reprefented 

’ 

to him in firong colours the very ferious per- 
fonal injury his confinement might bring 
upon him, and urged the abfolute impoffibility 
of his releafe being injurious to any indivi- 

_ dual of the French nation, fupporting his 
appeal with the offer of a fum nearly equal 
to 1200). fterling, to be paid ax citoyen Jecre- 

taire, provided he would contribute his aid 
in obtaining him and two of his friends per-. 

miffion to leave the ifland. The fecretary 
rejeed the offer with difdain, expreffing 

_ both anger and aftonifhment that he fhould 

dare to imagine that he was capabable of 

being feduced by a bribe; adding that “ for- 

merly Frenchmen were venial and might be 

bought ; but now, citoyen, we are republicans! 

and. a good republican requires not a bribe 

toencourage him to the execution of his duty, 

rior is capable of being, cpudh impelled — 

to commit a breach of it.’ He, never- 

thelefs, liftened with attention to the pecu- 
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liar feverity of the cafe, and having heard 

the particulars, appeared to feel a degree of in- 

tereft regarding the hardfhips that were repre- 

fented. Upon leaving the gentleman he faid 

he would try to intercede in his behalf; and 

intimated a hope that he might be able in the 

courfe of a week to communicate fome report 

‘to him. A few days only had elapfed when the 

fecretary returned, bringing with him the pri- 

foner’s releafe, which he prefented to him, 

with felicitations, exprefling himfelf hap- 

py in being the means of his regaining 

his liberty, and; peremptorily, tefufing to ac- 

cept, even the flighteft compliment for the 

fervice he had rendered him. 

Would all men a&t thus, my friend, of 

how little confequence were it whether they 

were denominated republicans, ariftocrats, or 

royalifts! What the form of government, or 

who fhould rule. the land, could be of little 

confequence, were honor and virtue made 

the rulers of men’s actions. Speaking from 

the warm feelings of the heart a very elegant 

writer has faid, “I cannot be more con- 

vinced of the truth of any demonftration in 

Euclid than I am that that fyftem of politics 
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muft be beft by which thofe I love are made 

happy’—but, perhaps, it might be faid, with 
ftill greater correctnefs, that that fyfem of 
government mu uf be beft, where virtue , among the 

people, moft prevails. 

It is idle to declaim againft a government, 
while individuals—while even +thofe who 
complain have not virtue enough to with- 
ftand the feducing lures of corruption! Let 
the people be virtuous, and the government 

will never be corrupt. Were men to refift 
_ bribery, and to expofe their feducers to pub- 

dic reproach, few attempts would be made 
upon their independence. But alas! even thofe 
who are loudeft in railing againft corruption, 

but too commonly, when the magic wand ap- 
proaches ¢bemfelves evince that it was not 
virtue raifed their voices! Too often the 

difordered appetite, which calls aloud for the 

high condiments of privation and patriotif{m, 

feelsno naufea from a change of diet, but finds 

all its acrid gnawings fpeedily appeafed by a 
well-dreffed dith of -- -- = loaves and jfifbes ! 

Perhaps it may be doubted whether a 

tue patriot, in the full extent of the term, 
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ever exifted, that is, aman whocould feel hime 

felf fo devoutly and abftractedly a patriot as, 

wholly, to forego every perfonal confideration, 

and devote himfelf exc/ufively to his country. 

Individuals, in convention, may confent to 

give up a portion of their perfonal rights, for 

the general good, and for the fuperior ad- 

vantages accruing to themfelves, in fociety : 

but, perhaps, no man can love his country 

better than himfelf, or become fo pure a pa- 
triot as to facrifice his perfonal eafe, his com- 

fort, his happinefs, and even his life, from a 

Sondnefs for the foil whereon he was born. 

Selflove would feem a more powerful 

and more effential principle of our nature 

than love of our country, and, without tore- 

going this great leading principle, a man 

may be avery good patriot. —They are in no 

degree incompatible, and, confiftent with the 

duties he owes himfelf, a man may poflefs 

enough of patriotic virtue to call forth all the 

high duties demanded of him by his country. 

The love of fame, as a branch of felf- 

love, is a much ftronger principle of action 

than patriotifm, and may lead to acts, whence 
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the country is highly benefitted, and which 
from intimaey of connexion, when only 
fuperficially examined, may appear to arife 
from patriotifm alone. Perhaps the greateft 
deeds of the moft renowned patriots, whether 
of ancient or modern times, could the princi- 
ple from which they were derived be fairly 
traced, or the fecret motives which caufed 
them be fully difclofed, would be found to 
have arifen, not barely from a patriotic feeling, 
but, in.a ftill greater degree, from that power- 
ful and infatuating paflion—the love of fame. 
Could thofe modern great men, or thofe 
heroes of antiquity, who are faid to have died 
for their country, have been fully made to be- 
lieve that from the moment they ceafed to 

breathe their names would never again be 

heard, or uttered—that their remembrance 

would at no future moment find place inthe 
minds of their friends or defcendants, or in 

the annals of their country; and that their 
deeds would be inftantly forgotten, and biot- 
ted out in utter oblivion, it is more than 

probable they had never regarded all the good 
their country might derive from the facrilice 
as an equivalent for the lofs of life—aad 
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that, confequently, thofe great aéts ({aid to 

be) of patriotifm had never been known. 

It has been faid that—‘* were there no 

’ uniform there would be no foldiers.”” However 
much this may be doubted, it will, perhaps, 

be lefs difputed, that if no perfonal honor 
or fame were to.attach to thofe great deeds, 

which are faid to arife from patriotifm, few 

would die from an abftract love of country. 

There is a happy fomething in our na- 

ture which leads all men to extol honorable 

and virtuous actions, and to deprecate fuch 

as are corrupt and vicicus: however de-— 

praved himfelf, there is a certain upright con- 

duct which, in others, even the moft diffolute 

does and muft approve! Every one, my 

friend, will efteem the condud of the republi- 

can fecretary, which has led me to fatigue 

you with thefe remarks. Alas! that. every 

one would learn to imitate it! Then might 

thefe dire political contefts ceafe; and then 

were it unimportant to Europe and the world 

whether France hall, finally, fucceed in efta- 

blifhing a republican government, or- grow 

weary of blood-ftained faftion and revert 

to a monarchy ! 
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LETTER XXXIL 

A packet arrives at Barbadoes. Carlifle Bay, and Bridge 
Lown one great fcene of confufion. High feaft of peru 
jing the news-papers. The fleet fo long expetted at Bars 

badoes fill in England. Seafon growing late for military 
operations. Report that honors are to be conferred on Ad= 

_ mwval Chriftian for his great exertions in taking care of the 

convoy. Admiral Cornwallis expetted in the Weft Indies. 

Hope of peace vanifhed. Auflrian armies checked and 
defeated. Scarcity of corn and fpeciein England. Gre- 
nada in danger of being taken by the Brigands.—St. Vin. 
cent - - - = by the Gharibs. A French [py detected at Bar- 

badoes. | 

Barbadoes, March 16. 

Wi HAT a day of hurry, confufion, and foli- 
citude! a packet has at length arrived ! From 

December the gth, to March the 16th, have 

we been feparated from you without hearing 

one word of our friends, or fcarcely of our | 

country. How fhall I convey to you any juft 

idea of the {cene this day has produced by the 

Impatient multitude crowding in anxious ea- 

gernefs to obtain letters, to fee the papers, 
and to hear the news! 

EE? 
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Early in the morning a fignal appeared 

at the fort, implying that a veffel was in fight. 

Soon afterwards, this was lowered down, and 

the packet fignal hoifted in its place ; when 

inftead of the pleafing expectation of feeing 

a veilel of our fleet, and learning news of the 

convoy, all were on tiptoe in the ftill more 

lively hope of hearing news, not only of our 

unfortunate armada, but of Europe, of Eng- 

land, and..... our friends! Concerning the 

fleet we had grown quite weary of conjecture, 

and now faw it probable that we might obtain 

more accurate intelligence refpecting it, by 

way of England, than by any fhip which had 

been feparated from it upon the paflage. 

On the packet making the harbour it 

caufed a crowd not unlike what you may have 

{een at a failing or rowing match of boats up- 

on the Thames. Each withing to be firft, and 

all being anxious to learn the news, the veflel 

was befet. on every quarter before fhe could 

come to anchor, and the whole bay became 

one animated fcene of crowded fhips and 

moving boats. Many who could not go to the 

packet as fhe entered the harbour, repaired on 

fhore to be ready, there, to meet the news. 
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The people of the town, alfo, thronged the 
beach in anxious multitudes. All was bufy 
expectation. Impatience fcarcely allowed the 
bags to reach the office : every avenue to which 
was {fo clofely blockaded that the houfe was 
quite in a ftate of fiege, and the poft-mafter 
and his manfion in danger of being taken by 
{torm. 

I. was about eleven o'clock when the in- 
{pector general, Dr. Mafter, and myfelf, follow 
ing the common impulfe, went to inquire for 
our letters and papers ; but we could only ad- 
vance within fight of the poft-office walls,— 
to approach the door was utterly impoffible, 
Finding the crowd to be ftill fo deep, we ram- 
bled about the town, and made calls upon 
various perfons in order to glean the news,’ 

We found that it was the firft January packet, 
which had arrived, and hence it cguld not be 

expected to bring the regular papers later 

than to the 6th of that month, although it 

failed fo late as the oth of February, having 

been detained at Falmouth waiting for a fa» 

vorable wind. 
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Seeing no profpeét of afcertaining 

whether we had any letters, we returned from — 

the hot and crowded town to take our din- 

ners quietly on board, and to enjoy the high 

feaft of reading the papers, which our obliging 

and attentive friend, Mr. Hinde, had kindly 

allowed us to put into our pockets. You will 

believe that this formed a moft exquifite de- 

fert after our meal, and was of more grateful 

flavor than all the fruits and {weets of a tropi- 

eal foil. 

To an Englifhman a news-paper is a ne- 

ver-failing fource of amufement ; and the high 

delight thence derived appears to be, in fome 

meafure, peculiar to our nation. If, therefore, 

even at home, and ina peaceful hour, it bea 

great pleafure to take up the Times or the 

Chronicle of the morning, I put it to your 

feelings to judge what muft have been our 

enjoyment, when I tell you that, at this 

wide diftance from our country, and after 

being long fhut in ignorance regarding it, we 
have been quietly feated in the fhade of a coof 

cabin to perufe the papers in the regular 

feries of a whole fortnight. We remained 
for ieveral hours fecluded and in filence,— 


