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rived before anew change fucceeded ; and we 

were now told that it was jzaély fettled for 

the Ulyfles to go in company with two or 

three other fhips of war, and make a run- 

ning paflage to Martinique, in order to haften 

thither a body of troops, without waiting 

the ‘interruptions, and tedious delays of a 

convoy; and, to this end, veflels were to be 

alongfide, early in the morning, to take out 

all the ftores belonging to the St. Domingo 

divifion, 

Prefently, after we had heard the latter 

report, the lieutenant, commanding the fhip, 

came on board with inftructions to the fame 

effet. This, therefore, ftands-as the final 

arrangement: but we have already known 

fo many fal arrangements that we begin to 

regard a Jaf decifion, with refpect to the 

Ulyffes, in the light of a diplomatic ul 

timatum—fifty times renewed! What the 

morrow may bring forth is yet in embryo, 

and exceedingly doubtful: but the com- 

manding officer having received his official 

inftructions, probability would feem to ren- 

der the prefent decifion conclufive. 
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How we are to be dipofed of is not yet 

determined, but, in cafe of this plan being 

adopted, we fhall, no doubt, be driven to feek 

our births elfewhere. 

I had almoft forgot to notice to you 

that, a few mornings fince, we had an oppor- 

tunity of witnefling the diftrefsful ceremony 

of flogging a failor round the fleet, in con- 

fequence of a fentence pafled upon him for 

defertion, That the fufferer might be ex- 

hibited with all the parade of a public pu- 

nifhment, and that all due folemnity might be 

given to it, a number of boats, from the dif- , 

ferent fhips of war, were ordered to attend in 

proceffion. ‘The man belonged to the Trufty. 

Ele was, accordingly, placed in the long-boat 

of that fhip, and made to ftand up, with his 

back uncovered ; and when, the other boats 

had affembled around him, to the number of 

fifteen, they all proceeded, in flow and folemn 

movement, to the feveral thips, whence thefe 

boats had been difpatched. Upon arriving 

at the fide of each fhip, the boats refted on 

their. oars; and the fhip’s company being 

piped upon deck, to witnelfs the fpectacle, ten 

di 
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firipes were inflicted upon the bare back of 
the delinquent—thus dividing the fentence 

of a hundred and fifty lathes, into fifteen fe. 

parate punifhments, according to the number 

of fhips, whofe boats attended. In this way 

the difgrace, refulting from the crime, was 

made public, and the punifhment not only 

rendered more fevere, but fo conducted as to 

be an example to the whole fleet, 
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LETTER XIIL. 

Author and his comrades again on fhore.  Port{mouth 
thronged, and many compelled to fleep in chairs, hammocks, 

sc, Author obtains a bed by firatagem. St. Domingo 

frores removed from the Ulyffes ; and the focial quartette of 

the wardrosm ordered to feparate into the George and 
Bridget, and the Lord Sheffield tranfports. . Further ace 
count of the difaftrous effects of the form. Author and 

bis comrades fuppofed to have been at fea with the convoy. 

Felicitations of an old lady at Gofport, on feeing Dr. Clege 

horn fafely returned. 

| Portfmouth, Nov. 30. 

Porrsmoutu! methinks, I hear you ex- 

claim! What, again on fhore? Yes, again on 

fhore ! and, in England, too! Be not furpriz- 

ed! I have already told you that it is not lefs 

dificult to know our ultimatum, than that of 

a political negociation. Since I wrote to you 

laft we have remained in a moft unfettled 

ftate, wandering from Spithead to Portfmouth, 

and from Portfmouth to Spithead, even as 

men without a home—/azs lodging on fhore 

—fans birth on board. Some nights we have 

pafled in the Ulyfies—others we have flept at 

Portfmouth ; but, in either, we have felt our- 
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felves mere intruders, the thip having been one 
grand fcene of hurry and confufion—the town 

a great and overflowing throng. In confe- 

quence of the fleet returning, every inn, and 

every houfe is fo crowded that beds cannot 

be procured—hence fome fleep upon tables, 

fome in chairs, and fome in hammocks, hung 

in the fitting rooms; while others find other 

expedients for the night. 

Laft night I was indebted to my pro-~- 

fefion for my pillow. I had gone the whole 

round of the town, and had fought through- 

out every ftreet, and almoft every houfe, in 

vain, when I was compelled to have recourfe 

toa ruje de guerre, and by a ftratagem, which 

I truft you will allow to have been both 

warrantable and innocent, fucceeded in 

procuring an excellent bed, whilft many 

others were obliged to fit up the whole 

night. 

The hour was late. I was ready to 
drop with fatigue, and had quite defpaired 

of finding a refting place by other means, 

hence, neceflity feeming to fanGtion the ex- 
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pedient, having chanced to hear that the latid- 

lord of one of the inns was ill, and confined ° 

to his room, and having once feen him, and 

heard his name, I walked ftraight into the 

bar, and, addrefling myfelf to his lady, with- 
out afking for a bed—or entering upon other 

fubjeéts, inquired civilly after Mr. —— é 

The good lady, taking it for granted that 

I was well acquainted with her hufband, 

thanked me,—entered into a long detail of the 

fymptoms of his complaint, and with an ap- 

peal, which implied that fhe had not miftaken 

my profeflion, afked what might be moft 

likely to give him relief —expreffing herfelf 

grateful for the hints I fuggefted; and, after 

converfing a fhort time, upon indifferent fub« 

jets, and drinking a glafs of brandy and wa- 

ter, I had the good fortune to be accommo-~ 

dated with one of the beft beds in the houfe ; 

which had, probably, been referved in cafe 

any particular friend, or any officer of high 

rank or intereft fhould apply in diftrefs.— 

You, my friend, will give me credit for hav- 

ing contributed all in my power.to the relief. 

of Mr. — , before I left his houfe in the 

morning. 
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It is now reported that three forty-four 

. gun fhips, viz. the Ulyfies, the Experiment, 

and the Charon, are to take in the troops, 

which, during the gale, were in fuch ex- 

treme peril on board the vaft and unwieldy 

Commerce de ‘Marfeilles, and to run out with 

them, as fpeedily as poflible, to the Weft 

Indies. 

Confiftent with this arrangement, vef- 

fels came alongfide the Ulyfles early on the 

morning of the 26th inftant, for the purpofe 

of removing the St. Domingo flores; and 
the hofpital packages, which were ftowed in 

this fhip, are now diftributed into two or three 

different veffels; which is an improvement, 

gained by the change, for fhould either of 

thefe fhips chance to be loft, captured, or de+ _ 

layed, ftill a proportion of the ftores may 

fafely arrive in the others, Further advan- 

tages may alfo derive from the diftribution, 

as an aflortment will be more conveniently 

at hand for any cafe of emergency—fuch 

as immediate or unexpected fervice, de- 

tachments, or fupplying different iflands or 

cdlonies. : 

VOL. I. K 
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You will feel that, with refpe& to our- 

felves, it were difficult to acknowledge fimilar 

advantages from the feparation of our happy 

and focial mefs, although we are, likewife, 

obliged to make a divifion of our ftores, and 

mefs-apparatus, being now inftru€@ted to make 

the voyage in different fhips. This is matter 

of high regret to us all, and the more fo, as 

we had been long enough together to become 

well acquainted, and happy in each other’s 

fociety, befides having jointly provided our- 

felves for the voyage. But it confifts with 

the many uncertainties that furround us, and 

is quite within the limits cf our expedta- 

tion. 

We have received orders to repair, two 

of us to the George and Bridget, and two 

to the Lord Sheffield: Mafter and mylelf feel 

ourfelves fortunate in being appointed to the 

latter, for we had been on board the George 

and Bridget, and had not acquired any firong 

prediletion in her favor. She wears the 

appearance of a heavy, dull-failing veffel ; 

and feems not to offer any thing fuperior in 

her accommodations, The cabin is deep, 
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dark, and gloomy, and her general appearance 

conveys nothing of neatnefs nor arrangement, 

but all about her looks /ombre, unclean, and 

-comfortlefs. The Lord Sheffield we have 

not yet feen, but her captain tells us the is a 

faft failing fhip, and fitted up in a fuperior 

ftyle, with her cabin neat, light, and lively 

as a “ drawing-room.” We do not give 

implicit confidence to the report of one fo 

firongly interefted in {peaking her fair; but 

the probabilities are much in her favor, the 

being a Weft India trader, and, no doubt, 

better fitted for paflengers, and better adapted, 

in all refpects, for a tropical climate. The 

George and Bridget is a large Baltic timber 

fhip, and, of courfe, has not had the fame oc- _ 

cafion either for conveying or accommodating 

paflengers. 

Mafter and mylelf have alfo the prof- 

pect of a further advantage in the fociety of 

our friendly infpector Mr. Weir, who intends 

to take his birth on board the Lord Sheffield. 

Should we be fortunate enough thus to form 
a trio, we fhall have far lefs caufe to feel 

our regretted feparation than our friends 

K 2 
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who are doomed to make the voyage in the 

gloomy George and Bridget. 

We have met with many of the officers 

at Portfmouth who were out, in the fleet, 

during the late deftructive gale. Their re- 

ports are fad and affliting beyond all the 

fuggeftions even of fearful anticipation. De- 

dudting in due allowance for the augmented 

terrors of young and frefh-water fuilors, ftill 

‘the whole fcene, and its refult have been moft 

painfully difaftrous; for, melancholy to re- 

peat ! multitudes of fouls have perifhed ; and, 

no lefs than fix or feven veffels have not been 

hheard of fince the ftorm. 

By our letters we find that many of our 

friends had imagined us to be at fea, and, 

confequently, they had read our deftiny in 

fate’s darkeft page. We are happy in the 

power of relieving them from their fears, 

and rejoice that thofe with whom we were 

in the habit of more immediate correfpon- 

dence, have not been expofed to fimilar ap- 

prehentions. | 
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From a like error having obtained here, 

we are hailed, by almoft all we meet, with 

cordial greetings on our fafe return. In our 

walk, through the ftreets of Gofport, we 

chanced to fee an old lady, with whom Dr. 

Cleghorn had been an inmate, during his at- 

tendance at the Haflar hofpital, and the very 

inftant the good old dame efpied us, fhe ran 

to us, with out ftretched arms, and welcoming 

the doctor, with warm embraces, fpake the 

anxious fears with which her bofom had beat 

towards him; while fhe exprefled herfelf 

enraptured to meet him, again, fafe on fhore. 

Never were friendfhip and regard more na- 

turally, or more powerfully evinced. The 

good old woman’s eyes alternately overflowed 

with tears, or fparkled with youthful fire: 

and fhe told the anxious griefs, and vivid 

terrors the had fuffered, with all the glowing 

expreffion of a fond mother who had juft re- 

covered her loft, and only fon. 

Upon fuch occafions the anxiety of im- 

mediate friends and relatives is an expe€ted 

tribute, and it operates as a confolation and 

fupport in the hour of peril, But the acute 

ak. 
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and impreflive concern of this ‘kind-hearted 

_ old woman furpaffed all that is looked for on 

the part of thofe, who only ftand in the re- 

lation of diftant acquaintances. It was, in 

fo far, the more grateful, and not only did 

honor to human nature, but ftood in proof 

of the high worth, and refpectability of our 

efteemed comrade. ) 
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LETTER. XIV. 

Perilous expedition of the author and others to the Mother- 
» bank. They fave themfelves on board the Diana frigate. 

Hopitality and humane attentions of the officers of that 

Seip. Lieutenant Davy a valuable officer, and an accom 

plifbed man. Author and the compamons of his peril pafs 
the night on board the Diana. Proceed to the Mother 

bank, and embark on board the Lord Sheffield. Hir/l ime 

preffion from the appearance of that bip highly favorable. 

Mother-bank, Dec. 3. 

M y late letter to you, from Portfmouth, 

had nearly been a laft addrefs. In my paf- 

fage from thence to the Lord Sheffield, at the 

Mother-bank, I was expofed to fuch immi- 

nent peril.as to have had fcarcely a hope of 
efcape, The neceflary arrangements being 

made for occupying our new births, I left 
Port{mouth in a fmall four-oared boat, be- 

longing to the Lord Sheffield, accompanied 

by Mr. Jaffray (the mafter of the fhip) and 

Mr. M'Lean, of the hofpital department ; 

when, on our way to the Mother-bank, we 

were fuddenly overtaken by a violent, and, 

fituated as we were, moft perilous ftorm. 

K 4 
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The fky blackened ; the tearing winds roared; 

and the tumid fea, gathering into frightful 

mountains, rufhed before the wind in boif- 

terous loudnefs, threatening us with inftant 

deftru€tion. Tofled from wave to wave, and 

dafhed and rolled about, amidft the broken, 

mountains of water, every moment feemed 

likely to be our laft ; for any one of the heavy 

feas might have ae our little bark, or have 

broken over us, and fent us at once, to the bot- 

tom. Befet by multitudes of rugged and liquid 

hills, rupturing on all quarters, and rolling 

and tumbling one over another towards her, 

fo {mall a boat feemed to have no chance, 

nor even a poffibility of maintaining herfelf 

upon the rude and ever changing furface. 

From the deep fwelling. of the fea, together 

with the conftant agitation and breaking of 

the waves, the failors could not take fufficient 

depth to pull fteadily with their oars; nor 

could the boat be made to obey the helm. 

At one moment we were raifed, as it were, 

on a pinnacle—at the next ingulphed in deep 

fhade between two roaring furges, towering 

high above us, and a to fay, “ Ye 

fhall never rife again.” Yet, quickly, were 
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we caft upon a new formed fummit, and as 

fuddenly dafhed again into the vale of {till 

more rugged billows, each contending in 

hafty ftrife, which fhould be the meflenger 

of our fate. 

‘Poor M‘Lean, who had taken his feat 

at the bow, in order to trim the boat, trem- 

bled, and turned pale with fear; the failors 

grew tired and diffatisfied ; and the captain, 

with a countenance ftrongly exprefiive of 

trouble and anxiety, begged of us not to. 

{peak, left we fhould divert his attention from 

the helm; upon the management of which 

our only chance feemed to depend. Sitting 

at his elbow, in dead filence, as he defired, I 

carefully, watched his features as the barome- 

ter of my hopes and fears, and you will be- 

lheve that I felt not much at eafe, upon ob- 

ferving him betray manifeft fymptoms of 

alarm. To move was even worfe than to 

fpeak, and might be inftant deftruCtion to us 

all, hence it only remained to us to fit in 

folemn ftillnefs, and meet whatever fate fhould 

overtake us, | 
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The captain affures me that I behaved 

uncommonly well, upon the occafion ; but I 

fear all the merit due to me was merely ne- 

gative, for I am not fure that my conduct 

was not more the effect of refignation, than 

of fortitude. Seeing that no effort, no power 

that I poffeffed, could, in any degree, aid our 

fafety, I refigned mylelf, in implicit obe- 

dience, to the captain’s better judgment ; 

and, without expreffing, indeed I might 

fay, without harbouring ufelefs fears, fat 

calmly prepared for any refult that might 
occur. 

To reach the Lord Sheffield was abfo- 

lutely impoflible ; forthe wind and tide were 

both in concert with the florm, to prevent 

it: and to return to Portfmouth was, fcarcely, 

lefs difficult, or lefs perilous, from the in- 

ability of our little boat to refift the enor- 

mous following waves, impelled by all the 

force of the gale and the tide. 

In this critical dilemma it was decided 

that we fhould bear away, and fteer for the 

neareft fhip there was any hope of our being 
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able to fetch, and the captain, encouraging 

the failors to continue at their oars, and bear 

away to leeward, dire€ted the helm accord- 

ingly. In this attempt we ftruggled on, often 

wafhed with the heavy fprays, which ftruck 

againft the boat, and as frequently almoft up- 

fet by the tearing gufts of wind, or driven 

to the bottom by the difordered waves. But 

perfeverance, together with great dexterity 

and addrefs in the management of the boat, 

at length, fucceeded in bringing us alongfide 

the Diana frigate, where we were kindly re- 

ceived, and even cherifhed as friends refcued 

from the devouring deep. 

Having witnefled the danger to which 

we had been expofed, the officers, in the moft 

liberal manner, welcomed us on board, and 

refufing to hear a word of apology, iniifted 

upon our not attempting to put to fea again 

until every appearance of the gale had fub- 

fided. Indeed they gave orders that our 

boat fhould be hoifted on board, and defired 

that we would think only of making ourfelves 

comfortable for the night. In this they were 
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imperative, nor will you imagine that our 

obedience was reluctant. 

The Diana was under the command of 

Lieutenant Davy, in the abfence of Captain 

Fauikener. This gentleman gave directions 

for our receiving every accommodation the 

fhip could afford, and tendered his fervices 

in a manner that made it grateful to accept 

the kindnefs beftowed. Every individual 

feemed to emulate the commanding officer 

in his friendly attention towards our party, 

infomuch that we had caufe to rejoice in the 

peril that had caft us on board. — 

As foon as we were made dry, and 
enabled to feel a litile like ourfelves, we were 
invited to the dinner table of the mefs. The 

board was fpread with plenty, and we par- 

took with Mr. Davy, and the whole party 

of officers, who all vied with each other in 

kind hofpitality towards the refcued ftrangers. 

Good humour prevailed; the converfation 

was agreeable; and the bottle paffed freely 

until evening, when a party was formed to 

> 
, 
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a rubber at whift, and, at night, we were 

conducted to fome of the beft births of the 

fhip. 

It happened that captain Jaffray recog- 

nifed an old acquaintance, in the perfon of © 

the furgeon, and M‘Lean proved to be known 

to one of the young gentlemen of the cock- 

pit, fo that we were not fuch entire flrangers 

as we had expected. 

We were pleafed to hear every perfon, 

with whom we converfed, fpeak of lieute- 

nant Davy in the higheft terms of praife. 

He was entitled to our beft wifhes, and we 

owed him much refpect and gratitude, we 

were, therefore, exceedingly happy to learn 

that he had equally the efteem of his captain, 

his mefs-mates, and the failors. Asan officer 

he is refpected by all, and he is equally va- 

lued, and beloved as a man. Combining a 
pleafant fuavity of manners, and mildnels of 

command, with a correct, and firm difcipline, 

he proves himfelf to be at once a failor, and 
agentieman. Active and fpirited as an of- 

ficer, he is an example to thofe about him, 

9 
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and the regularity and order which obtain 

throughout the fhip, and govern all its du- 

ties, evince the promptitude with which fuch 

an example is followed. The failors both 

love and refpe& him, and they obey him 

from inclination, while they fear to offend 

him. As a companion, he is amiable and 

engaging. His addrefs is eafy; his manners 

are accemplifhed ; and, independent of his 

‘great kindnefs to us, in the hour of peril, 

his general condué, and the handfome report 

of his mefimates, could not but call forth our 

eftcem. 

We paffed the night in reft and comfort. 

In the morning the weather was fettled and 

fine, therefore, after taking breakfaft with the 

Diana’s pleafant mefs, our boat was lowered 

down, and we made the beft of our way to 

the Lord Sheffield, relu@antly quitting the 

hofpitable party, with whom misfortune had 

brought us acquainted. | 

Without further interruption we reached 

the Mother-bank, and I have now the pleafure 

to addrefs you, in fafety, from the Lord Sheffield, 
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a very fine Weft India fhip, and as fuperior 

to the gloomy George and Bridget, even as 

her captain had reprefented. She is thoroughly 

clean, has a general air of neatnefs, and, if we. 

may judge from her appearance, feems likely 

to verify the commander’s report of her fail- 

ing. She is conveniently fitted out for paf- 

fengers, and is, exprefsly, calculated for the 

Weft Indies, having awnings, fcuttles, port- 

holes and all the neceffary accommodations 

for the climate. ‘The cabin is commodious, 

and is fitted up with mahogany wainfcot, pier 

glaffes, chairs, fofa, &c. due regard being paid 

to tafte and ornament. ; 

We have feveral guns on board, and wear 

the appearance of being well armed, but the 

fhip is not fufficiently manned to defend herfelf 

avain{t a regular attack, and this is what we 

have moit to lament in our change from the 

Ulyffes, for, perhaps, in moft other refpects 

our fituation is improved. In point of con- 

venience and accommodation the Lord Shef- 

field is far preferable to our late favorite— 

-the cabin being a neat and diftin@ fitting 

room, and the fleeping births, feparate flate 
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rooms entirely thut away from it, and encloféd 

as private apartments. Here we fhall require 

no canva{s partition to keep us from the noify 

ctowd of another mefs, but may feel ourfelves 

as retired and uninterrupted as we could bein 

a private room on fhore. 
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LETTER XV. 

Excurfion to the Commerce de Marfeilles at St. Helen's, 
Appearance of that foip as viewed from a {mall boat at 

her fide. Author vifits his comrades on board the George 
and Bridget: goes to the play at Port{mouth. Tumul- 
tuous proceedings at the Theatre. Author returns to the 
Lord Sheffield. Dr. Cleghorn joins the me/s on board that 
jfoip. Symptoms of failing. Linen taken wet from the 
qwa/b-tub. 

Lord Sheffield, Dec. 8. 

Ne aye I have been uniettled, and moving 

about from place to place, making my home 

fometimes on board, fometimes on fhore. Up- 

on examining my baggage, foon after I joined 

the Lord Sheffield, I perceived that one of my 
boxes was mifling; and it has coft me a long, 

and very fickly round, to recover it, in con- 
fequence of our old fhip, the Ulyffes, having 

changed her birth, and dropped down to St, 

Helen’s to take in troops from the Commerce 

de Marfeilles. In following her we were 

brought into an open and heavy-{welling fea, 

the motion of which made me very unwell, 

and led me to contemplate the probable fuf- 

VOL. I. L 
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ferings f hall have to fupport upon the long | 

voyage we are about to undertake. 

Capt. Jafiray never having been on 

board a thip of fuch immentfe bulk, availed 

himfelf of my neceflities, and took the com- 

mand of the boat, upon this excurfien, in or- 

der to view the vali Commerce de Marfeilles. 

I with it were pra@icable to convey to you, in 

words, the fenfe of grandeur with which the 

mind is infpired on firft approaching fuch an 

enormous floating battery; or to paint to 

you the fenfations excited by rowing, in a 
{mall boat, clofe under her ftern, and her fides ; 

but if were quite impoflible for the pen to de- 

feribe how diminutive we felt, and how im- 

menfe and wonderful fhe appeared.—To 

exprefs it by the image of the knat and the 

camel, it were neceflary to fuppofe the former 

the minuteft of its race, and the latter hugely 

overgrown. Looking up from our little {kiff 

the fight was truly awful—the figure of the 

fhip was forgotten —the hull appeared a moun- 

tain, the mafts lofty obelifks ereed upon 

it; and the tremendous batteries, projeting — 

from her fides, conveyed the idea of a ftu- 
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pendous rock hanging over us, fortified with 
many tiers of cannon. 

We alfo availed ourfelves of this ex 

curfion to make a vifit to our friends on board 

the George and Bridget, which fhip appears 
ftill more /ombre and uncomfortable, after wit- 

nefling the neatnefs of the Lord Sheffield. 

Having to pals another night or two at 

Portfmouth, and finding that a company of 

players had arrived, we took the opportunity 

of vifiting the theatre. The performance, as 
might be expected, was érés mediocre, yet 

it might have paifed off tolerably well, and 

with fufficient amufement for the evening, 

but for an unhappy interruption, which arofe 

from fome of the aétors oppofing the will of | 

the audience, refpecting a fong, and intro- 

duced a fcene of tumult and diforder, very 

like what I before mientioned to you from 

Southampton. 

The performers at the country theatres 

do not feem to feel, like thofe of the London 

boards, how much they are the fervants of the — 

| | ia 
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public. In town, it may be remarked that 

the houfe, on all occafions, is perfeally 

obedient to the audience. ‘This is difcreet: 

on the part of the managers and the adtors, 

and entitles them to fome merit, for it is often 

a matter of aftonifhment and admiration how 

they. can govern themfelves, fo implicitly as 

they do, and maintain enough of forbearance 

to bend fubmiflive to the will of the public. 

. The loyal fong of * God fave the King” 

being called for, fome of the performers ad- 

vanced to the front of the ftage, and, bowing 

to the: audience, obtained a general filence, 

from the idea that they came forward to fing © 

it: but, to the furprize of the multitude, they’ 

began the air of “Rule Britannia,” which, 

however grateful to the ears of Ene. 

-was not the fong demanded; therefore from 

a fenfe of indignity, at the actors afluming 

the quality of dictators, they ftrenuoufly op- 

pofed it, and a violent clamor enfued. * Rule 

Britannia” was, however, continued, notwith- 

ftanding the loud oppofition, and the general 

ry for “God fave the King ;” and after | 

having gone through this, amidft all ithe con- 
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fufion of. groans, hiffes, and every noife of 

difapprobation, one of the aétors advanced 

a ftep before the others, and infolently brand- 

ifhing his arms, began the fong that had 

been called for, which was then fung without 

fpirit, and with the moft carelefs indiffer- 

‘ence, Tellme if a London audience would 

have fubmitted to fuch an infult; or if a 

metropolitan performer would have been 

hardy or imprudent enough to have hazarded 

fuch mifconduG@ ?—No! methinks I hear you 

reply : he would have been driven from the 

ftaze, and would never have dared——-never 

have prefumed to return, until repentance 

and humility had led him forth, in due fub- 

- miffion, to offer his apologies. 

We returned, yefterday, to the Lord 

Sheffield, and you will be glad to know that 

we were accompanied by our friend Cieghorn, 

who, in confequence of a new arrangement, 

is permitted to join our mefs, fo that we have 

again the profpect of crofling the Atlantic 

pleafantly ex guartette. Dr. Henderfonis lefs 

fortunate, for, while we are, agreeably, af- 

fociated to our former number of profeffional 

aa 
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colleagues, he is left to make the paflage alone, 

or, perhaps, crowded with ftrangers in the 

gloomy George and Bridget: nor do cir- 
cumftances now ieem to afford any probability 

of a further change, for both the appearance 

of the weather, and the report of the hour, 

feem to imply that we have, at length, made 

our final vilit on fhore, 

To-day a fignal has been given for — 

the fleet to unmoor; and, in confequence of 

this, the Lord Sheffield has dropped down 

from the Mother-bank to the Eaftern part 

of Spithead.—We have taken the precaution 

of bringing our linen on board, wet from the 

wafh-tub, left wefhould be compelled to leave 

it behind, for fhould the wind continue at the 

point from which it now blows, we may be 

to-morrow on our paflage, 
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LETTER XVI. 

Convoy foils on the gth of December. Author promifes ta 

make notes on the paflage for bis friend, if the fea vill let 

him. Splendid appearance of ibe convep. Bt meets with 

tempeffuous weather. Defcription of a farm ai fea. Hie- 
ments boftile to the expedstiom. Gale repeated. Lard 
Sheffield left alone upor the ocean —Prevented from prving 
relief toa fonking foip. A melanch is ond afffitiing scene 
e22{ UES. 

Lord Sheffield, at fea, Dec. 31. 

Ar length we are at fe.! the convoy failed 

from Spithead and St. Helens, the day after 

I fent you my laft letter, and I now hft my 

‘pen to you upon the bofom of the wide 
Atlantic. From the time of the ever me- 

morable attempt of the fleet to proceed upon 

_ the voyage, in the month of November, the 

adverfe winds, which had driven it back, 

in fo fhattered and difaftrous a condition, 

detained it, in harbour, until the gth infiant, — 

when it again put to fea under a ferene 

fky, and propitious breezes; but, notwith- 

ftanding thefe favorable appearances, we 

have, fince, had a moft harafling and penl-~ 

ous fucceffion of ftorms, one having, icarcely, 

L 4 
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fubfided before it has been followed by an- 

other, and I have now {fo entirely loft my 

confidence in the weather, that although 

Tam fitting in tolerable quietnefs to write 

to you, at this moment, I fcarcely dare hope 

to finifh my letter before I am again toffed 

from my feat, by a renewal of the gale— 

feeling that the prefent may be only one of 

thofe fhort. refpites, which, like the delufive 

intervals of convulfion, only prepare the body 

for a more violent ftruggle. 

It is now the laft day of the old year, and, 

whichfoever way I look, my eye furveys 

only an unbounded ocean. When we may 

again fee land, it were difficult to conjecture, 

but my pen fhall prepare for you fome zotes 

of our proceedings, occafionally, when the 
fea will permit me to guide it; and I will 

fend them by any veflel we may chance to 

meet on the paflage, or by the earlieft packet, 

after we reach the Weft Indies, 

On the firft morning of our being at 

fea, the weather was clear and mild, and the 

whole fleet, confifting of nearly three hun- 
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dred veffels, of various magnitude and bur- 

den, was affembled in compact form, occu- 

pying a certain circle of the ocean’s furface, 

and gliding fmoothly on the paflage. It 

formed one of the grandeft {peCacles ever 

beheld. Never fhall I forget climbing up 

the fhrowds, as high as the main top, to en- 

joy it in all its perfeGtion. The fun fhone; 

the fea was fmooth and undifturbed : the air 

ferene. All fails were fet, and the veffels 

being near to each other, the white canvafs 

feemed fpread, in crowded continuation, 

throughout the whole extent of the fleet. 

Looking down upon the multitude of. fhips, 

it created the idea of a whole nation moving 

upon the waters. It was a proud emblem of 

Britain’s glory. We appeared to command 

the whole empire of the main; and the 

profpect, being calculated to excite flatter- 

ing hopes of victory and fuccefs, could not 

fail to be viewed, by every true Briton, with 

| delight. But alas! how delufive were thefe 

aufpicious dawnings! We had advanced but 

little on our paflage, before a dire reverfe 

fucceeded. ‘The fun was now obfcured; a 

thick fog overfpread the ocean; and the 
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whole fleet was fhut from our fight. Dark 
clouds gathered around; the heavens fcowled 

in terrific blacknefs ; the fhadowed fea {welled 

with pregnant throes; and the fhips heaved 

in fickening motion. At length the heavy 

clouds burft into a roaring ftorm; the waters 

broke into huge and tremendous mountains; 

and the fhips rolled and pitched, mm dreadful 

agitation, upon the ruptured furface. A 

feemed a mighty conflid. The boifterous 

gale tore, in hideous found; the fleeting 

clouds hurried before the wind; the rugged 

ocean, in violent diforder, hurled mountain 

Gver mountain, and iffued forth loud-roaring 

threats of deftruQion. The fhips, flrugsling 

againit the wild and furious waves, were, at 

/one moment, tolled on a pinnacle to the hea- 
vens, and, the next, plunged into a gloomy 

deep, furrounded by dark and difordered 

mountains ; whence there feemed no poffible 

efcape. In an inftant they were again amid 

the clouds, and again as fuddenly funk in the 

dark valley of liquid hills: thus, alternately, 

threatening us with the danger of being hurled 

from a fummit, or fwallowed up in a fright- 

‘ful gulf of the unfathomable ocean. Neg 
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had we, barely, to encounter the common 

dangers of the fea, but, from being amidft a 

crowded fleet, were, every inftant, liable to 

the additional peril of running aboard fome 

neighbouring fhip, and being dafhed in pieces, 

or driven, at once, tothe bottom; and to 

this we were equally expofed by the dark- 

nefs of the night, and by a heavy fog. The 

terror of thefe critical moments is neceflarily 

augmented by the lively apprehenfions of 

thofe who are but little accuftomed to the 

fea: nor is this wonderful, for, where every 

motion, and every found is calculated to ex- 

cite alarm, he muft be more than a philo- 

fopher, he muft be a failor, who can regard 

even the lefs imminent perils with uncon- 

cern. 

During a ftorm, the deep rollings of the 
fhip, her deeper lurches, the thundering con- 

 cuffion of heavy feas againft her fides, ‘the 

hollow dreary found of the wind howling in 

her fails and rigging, the hurry and clamor 
of the fhip’s company, the clattering of 

- broken plates, difhes, and bafons, and the dif- 
yal creakings of the mafts, bulkheads, and 
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other parts of the veflel, all confpire te 

create tumult and confufion, and to keep 

alive the moft trembling apprehenfions, At 

one moment the fhip is upfet, the next you 

feel her ftrike upon a rock: fuddenly fhe is 

fhattered to atoms; or, foundering, finks to 

the bottom ; and, while you are abforbed in 

thefe fenfations, a fea, or heavy fpray breaks 

over the deck, a threatening wave beats in 

the quarter gallery, or a rolling mountain 

dathes the ftern windows into the cabin. 

The water now pouring upon you, from 

every opening, your fears are confirmed by 

the confufion of the moment, and you feel 

that the veflel is pofitively finking. It has 

been my lot to experience, precifely, thefe 

fenfations. At one time I have hurried upon 

deck, in the intention of throwing myfelf 

into the fea, there to cling to a part of the 

wreck, in the hope of outliving the ftorm: 

At another I have fat in filence,upon my birth, 

with the water creeping up to my knees, and, 

hopelefs of being faved, have refolved to fub- 

mit to my fate, and feek the deep, without 

ufelefs bewailings. Quickly, the accident 

has been repaired, and, in the moment of 
4, 
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defpair, I have been greeted with tidings of 

fafetys* ! | 

Often, in the midft of threatening ap- 

pearances, and manifold difquietudes, you are 

vifited by the carpenter, with the “ dead-. 

lights,” who, fixing them in the fern win- 

dows, nails you up in darknefs, as in a coffin, 

and with as much fang roid as men of his 

calling {crew up the bodies of thofe who are 

actually dead: at the fame time replying, 

with unfeeling indifference, to your anxi- 

ous and fearful inguiries regarding the ne= 

celhty of that ftep being taken, that it is 

** only to keep the foray from breaking the win- 

dows!” But Tam fatiguing you with a de- 

tail of what every one knows; what all have 

read; and moft, who have been at fea, have 

felt: let me, therefore, revert, from ftorms in 

general, to our prefent voyage, in which you 

will find, perhaps, more of novelty. 

What fhall I fay to you of our great 

armada—of our unfortunate, unhappy, fleet ! 

- Fre this can reach you, you will have had 

many, alas! too many melancholy proofs of . 
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the difafters which have befallen it. Did 

ever the feas—did the heavens ever fight fo 

-eruelly againft an expedition! were ever the 

elements fo decidedly hoftile to the great 

and flattering efforts of man ! 

To convey any adequate idea of our 
fituation would require the beft energies of 

your own all-animating pen; but, as that pen 

is but the reprefentative of your imagination; 

eall this in aid of an humbler quill, and you 
may have fome conception of the peril and the 

horrors to which we have, already, been expo- 

fed, and which we may ftill have to encounter! 

After the violence of the firft gale, moft 

of our fcattered fleet, owing to the great at~ 

ention and exertions of Admiral Chriftian 

and his officers, was again affembled, and we 

felicitated ourfelves in the hope of proceeding’ 

to our place of deftination without further in- 

terruption : but the turbulent mountains of a 

difordered fea were, {carcely, reduced to a more 

tranquil furface, before the ftorm was renewed. 

with additional violence. Quickly we were 

more {cattered than before. Many of the 

fhips, unable to refift this fecond fhock, were, 
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how, much injured, and obliged to put back 
into port. Some, we fuppofe, again joined 

the admiral, and others wholly loft the con- 

voy. We were among the latter, but when 

the weather cleared we fell in with a {mail 

divifion of the fleet, with which we failed in 

company, for feveral days. Further repeti- 

fions of the ftorm again feparated us, and we 

were tofled about, feecing no more than three, 

fometimes but two, and often only a fingle 

fhip, until, at length, we found ourfelves quite 

alene upon the broad and mercilefs ocean. 

Previous to our final feparation we wit- 

nefled a fcene of a moft melancholy and dif- 

trefling nature. Knowing the exquifite fen- 

fibility of your feelings, on fuch occafions, I 

ought to fpare them the fad relation, but that 

it may exhibit to you one of the dangers of the 

fea, in a point of view under which you may 

not, perhaps, have contemplated it. Atthe moft 

furious and terrific moment of the ftorm, we 

fuffered the cruel affliGtion of feeing a neigh- 

bouring fhip in the utmoft danger of being 

loft, without having the power of affording her. 

any relief. She hoifted a fag, and fired guns 
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of diftrefs; but the gale was fo dreadful, and 

the fea running fo frightfully high, that it 

was, totally, impcffible to give her affiftance. 

We ftood towards her, and kept her anxioufly 

in view, in the hope of adminiftering aid, 

fhould fhe be fupported upon the furface 

until the weather became moderate. Unhap- 

pily the ftorm continued increafing rather 

than diminifhing in violence. We looked 

fearfully on the fhip, expeCting every inftant 

to fee her go tothe bottom. She repeated 

fignals of diftrefs. We heard them, and faw 

them, but were unable to obey them. It was 

a moft melancholy and awful crifis. We re- 

garded her in anxious forebodings, examining 

her, both with the eye and with the telefcope, 

again and again. Her mafts were ftanding ; 

her fails entire; and the rigging, apparently, 

perfe&; but this, which to landfmen would 

have feemed favourable, we difcovered to be 

the very reverfe ; for, hence it was that our 

beft failors formed the fatal conclufion that 

her fituation was hopelefs, and that fhe mutt 

have fprung a leak! 

We watched the heavens, and the was 
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ters in painful folicitude, but faw no relaxa- 

tion of the ftorm. Tremendous mountains 

‘at one moment concealed the wretched fhip 

fromm our view: at another we appeared to 

be enveloped, together, in the fame dark and 

difmal gulf. You will conceive our fenfa- 

tions upon feeling that, in one inftant more, 

this deep pit of the ocean might be the grave 

of every foul on board. Signals, denoting 

the extreme of danger, were repeated: the 

fea rolled in terrific diforder: we bent our 

eyes in vain towards the veflel, deploring 

her threatened fate, and our own inability to 

prevent it! Night came on. We loft her in 

beheld her no more! darknefs, and 

Heaven grant that fhe may be in fafety ! 

| But we all fear fhe cannot have withf{tood the 

violence of the gale, which continued until 

morning, and throughout the whole of the 

following day, with unremitted fury. Our 

anxiety was alfo much augmented, from hav- 

ing feen mafts, fpars, and other pieces of 

wreck, float by the fide of our fhip, when the 

ftorm abated. Until now I had regarded the 

, failing in company with a fleet as a kind of 

(VOL. 3, M 
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focial protection; but henceforth I hall feel 

no defire to move in crowded fociety .on the 

ocean. Being alone, we now (uffer the rifk of 

falling into the hands of the enemy ; but, com- 

pared to our late fuffering, even the vileft of 

French prifons lofes its horrors; for, to a man 

of any fenfibility, what can be fo truly afflia- 

ing as to fee a number of his fellow-crea- 

tures plunged in the deepeft diftrefs, and 

to feel himfelf withheld from tendering them 

relief! Our folitary fituation muft prevent a 

repetition of fuch a fcene: it alfo removes 

the peril of our being injured or deftroyed, . 

by other fhips, of which we had much dread, 

while we were amidtft the fleet: for it is not 

only during a ftorm that there is danger of 

éne fhip running foul of another: it is 

equally, and perhaps, even, more likely to~ 
happen when the wind abates,—more par= — 

ticularly if this occurs, fuddenly, for then 

the,fhip, not being fupported by the refift- 

ance of the gale, gives way to the heavy feas, 

and, from difobeying the helm, is liable to 

be driven aboard other veffels. Often, at this 

moment, as well as during the ftorm, the | 

fhips appear to have no weight, or depth of 



163 

purchafe in the water, but they tofs and roll 

about, at the mercy of the waves, like empty 

barrels floating upon the furface. 

At the period of feparating from the 

fleet we knew not our place of deftination, 

and hence it became expedient to open the 

fealed inftru€tions: from which we difco- 

vered that Carlifle Bay, in Barbadoes, was 

fixed as the general rendezvous of the fleet. 

Here, therefore, all our attractions lie, and to 

this port we are endeavouring to fteer; but 

adverfe winds, and unprofperous gales per- 

petually oppofe our progrefs. It is now more 

than three weeks from the date of our de- 

parture, ‘and we are yet beating about much 

nearer to you than you imagine, having, li- 

therto, advanced, on our paflage, only twelve | 

degrees of longitude, and three of latitude. 

But in whatever latitude or longitude—amidft . 

whatever ftorms or dangers, I am always 

Yours. 
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LETTER XVIL 

The new year mild and of good promife. Aiolus.and Nep= 
tune envaged againft the youthful deputy of time. Storms 

and gales vepeated. Delight of affociating wiih congenial 

frienis. A good foip fearcely perifhable at open fea. 

Accidents and difafters of the Lord Sheffield. Contraft 

between landfmen and feamen during a florm. Apathy of 
failors regavding the weather. Their peculiar degrees of 

comparifon. Cool replies of an old fleward. Odd tumbles, 

and poftures of the paffengers amufing to the failors. 

Dinner foene during a gale. Superfiition and prejudices 

of failors. Whifiling. on beard flip. Mother Cary’s 

chicken. Blowing for a wind. Marks of the Lord 
Sheffield having paffed the Azores. 

At fea, Jan.24. 

On concluding my former letter, I had 

pleafed myfelf with.the expe€ation of not com- 

municating another fentence of woe: indeed 

I had hoped not to refume my pen upon the 

face of the reftlefs Atlantic; and that, long 

ere this, I might have addrefled you from the 

ifland of Barbadoes ; but, unhappily, nearly 

four more tedious weeks have been confumed, 

in ftruggling againft the united violence of 

mercilefs winds, and a relentlefs ocean. New- 
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ycar,attended by gentle and fair-robed zephyrs, 

prefented himfelf in fmiles. His countenance 

was benign—his every look befpake mildnefs 
and tranquillity. We did funeral honors to 

his tempeftuous father, without the affecta- 
tion of grief; and greeted each other on 

efcaping from his turbulent government, to 

a milder reign. We now failed pleafantly 

on our paflage. The breeze was fair—the 

fea f{mooth and tranquil—the fun fhone with 

genial warmth—the {hip advanced in fteady 

motion ; and our cares were diffipated in the 

hope that all cur difaiters were buried in the 

grave of boifterous O/d—year. But, alas! our 

cup was not yet full—the period of proba- 

‘tion was not thus to end. olus and ftern 

Neptune, enraged at the mildnefs of the new 

deputy of hoary time, poured forth all their 

ire; and, tearing away the delufive veil, openly, 
expofed our error, proclaiming, in loud ty- 

ranny, that the young fteward of the winged 

hours was not the milder fon, but the very 

twin-brother of the late tempeftuous agent. 

Our flattering profpe& had not the duration 

of a day! Ere morning dawned, dark clouds 

obfcured the fun; the tumid ocean heaved 

aS 
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in threatening anguifh, and, a thick ftorm 

gathering at the horizon, the winds and waves 

rufhed into conflict, and, in all the dreadful 

wrath of tempeft, pronounced themfelves the 

meffengers of angry Gods! 

From this moment gale has fucceeded to 

gale, and ftorm to ftorm, defeating all our 

happieft calculations ; even the beft eftablithed 

prognoftics have deceived us, clouds fepa- 

rating, a change of wind, heavy rain, and the 

like, are no longer any indication of an abating 
ftorm. At one time, under the cleareft azure 

tky, and the brighteft, faireft fun, the dry 

wind tears in keeneft violence, as if rufhing, 

‘from the parched heavens, to devour all the 

fluids of the ocean: at another, loaded with 

moifture, it burfts into fudden gufts and 

{qualls, heaving the fhip, as it were, out of 

the fea, and leaving her fufpended in air; and, 

as if the fates had refolved to torment us, 
“whenever the wind, and the heavy waves 

have a little fubfided, and we have looked 

for fteady failing on our paflage, a breeze 

has fprung up, from the moft unfavorable 
point of the heavens, which, though mode- 
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rate, for a moment, has quickly -increafed, 

again, to a ftorm. Seven long weeks, now, 

have pafled, and with difficulty can it be faid 

that we have had an interval of one diurnal 

round, free from the perils of raging winds, 

or of the huge and fhattered mountains there- 

by engendered! . 

Did I not feel that I am fteering from my 

friends, the cruel perplexities of this torment-_ 

ing voyage would lead me intoa vow—perhaps 

fomewhat rafh—never again to intruft my 

body to fo fickle and mercilefs a guardian as: 

the fea. But not all her frowns or threats—not 

all the perils of which the is miftrefs, nor 

any thing fhort of death, can deter me from 

again hazarding my perfon, in order to return 

amidft thofe I love. Novelty has many charms. 
It is pleafing to regard fociety under all its 

forms, and to contemplate the human {pecies 

in every country and every clime; but even ; 

in this, the great enjoyment centers in the 

endearing hope of returning, fome day, to be 

ftationary amongtt our friends; for to affociate 

with thofe of fimilar minds, whofe difpofitions 

—whofe interefts and purfuits are congenial 

M 4 
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with our own, is the greateft gift of fociety 

—the higheft boon of civilized life: beyond 

this, the world has nothing to offer. 

You, who know me, are well aware that 

my mind delights not to dwell onthe dark 

furface of events. The feverity of the trial 

is perhaps at an end. Undaunted, I yet look 

forward to the happy termination of our paf- 
fage ; and, even, in our prefent fuffering, fee 

much of eventual good, for it will arm me 

againft a multitude of future alarms; already, 

indeed, am I become fo courageous a failor 

as to regard the recurring gales with pa- 

tient firmnefs ; and to look with tranquil eye 

at the immenfe mountains which ftrike the 

fhip, or the dafhing waves which out-top her 

mafts: indeed I can almoft fancy that a good 

fhip is imperifhable at open fea; and could 

you know what ours has borne, you would 

be inclined to countenance the opinion. She 

has amply proved herfelf to be what the 

failors term @ good fea boat ; and, from what I 

have faid of our paflage, you will feel the force 

of the technical expreflion that /be cau live 

in all weathers. "The fhocks and beatings fhe 
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has withftood, are almoft incredible. Often 

have I felt aftonifhed that the huge feas and 

raking winds have not torn every plank 
-afunder, and fhivered her to atoms. Her top- 

-mafts, yards, and different parts of the rigging 

have been carried away—her fails {plit—the 

quarter boards ftove in: things have been 

wathed overboard from the deck—feas have 

broken over her—fprays dafhed in the cabin 

windows—and various other accidents and. 

difafters have befallen her: yet all have been 

repaired, and fhe full rides triumphant ! - 

ften our party meet with drooping 

countenances, and fit down in gloomy filence, | 

not recovering their fpirits throughout the 

day! At other times they grow reftlefs and 

irritable, and cannot remain a quarter of an_ 

hour in the fame place. During the feverity’ 

_of the ftorm I have often remarked how differ- © 

ently the fcene has affe&ted the minds of thofe 

accuftomed, and thofe who are unaccuftomed 

to the fea. The failor, patiently obferves the - 

gale, lowers the yards and topmaits, furls 

or reefs his fails, makes all fnug, and thanks i 

the tempeft for a holiday :—heedlefs of the 
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perils which furround him, he extends him-_ 

felf in his hammock, or reclines his head on a 

plank or a locker, and, courting the tranquil 

embraces of Morpheus, regards the howlings 

of the ftorm as his peaceful lullaby. The 

landfman, on the contrary, is reftlefs and 

-Impatient—liftens in terror to the wind—and 

fhrinks in agitation at every found: the dan- 

gers that are, he magnifies, and his mind is 

tortured in the creation of others, which do — 

not exift. Each moment, to him, breeds 

new alarm. He afks a thoufand queftions, 

dictated by athoufand fears. He goes upon 

deck—looks round with affrighted eyes—his 

feet are unable to fupport his trembling body 

—he clings to the companion door-way, and, 

thence, ventures to fteal a look at the ocean and 

its waves. His head grows giddy—naufea 

feizes him, and he again defcends to the cabin 

In extreme anxiety. He fixes himfelf in the 

leeward corner —places his elbows on his knees 

—his head on his hands, and, concealing his — 
eyes, bewails his wretched fate! Suddenly he 

again feeks the deck—multiplies all the perils 

of the moment—ftorms the captain and failors 

with new queftions, all expreflive of his © 
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terror—faftens again to the companion door- 

way—gazes at the malts and fails—obferves 

the yards dip into the ocean—feels the yield- 

ings of the fhip—imagines fhe is upfet-— 

fancies the mafts are falling overboard, and, 

in each rolling wave, beholds a devouring fea. 

DeftruGtion occupies his mind! He returns 

below—impatiently feats himfelf—feeks relief 

in a book—is unableto read—throwsaway the 

volume—again takes it up, and again throws 

it down: naufea returns, and he is feized with | 

dizzinefs and reaching. His bodily feelings, 

now, augment the anguith and difquietude of 

his mind, and, at length, as a remedy for both, 

he proftrates himfelf in his birth ; but is ftill 

wretched and comfortlefs—all reft is denied 

him—ficknefs and anxiety remain—and he 
lies rolling, in fear and anguifh, to wear out 

the fury of the form! 

__ Strong as this contraft may appear, I have 

often feen it, fully, exemplified. The paf- 
fengers in the Lord Sheffield, being of the hof- 

pital ftaff, are moftly frefh-water failors, and 

a large majority of them can bear ample tefti- 

mony to thefe remarks. It has happened 
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that I have, before, had occafion to make many 

voyages by fea, but my ftomach aflures me that — 

Ican never become a failor: yet, from this long 

trial, in bad weather, I find that lam growing 

courageous, for I now can witnels the feeming 

apathy of older failors without furprize; and 

ean even liften to the returning gale, rather 

with regret for the delay it occafions, than 

with any apprehenfion, regarding the dangers 

to which we are expofed. When, from the 

toffing of the fhip, we are unable to walk, or 

even to remain upon our legs, we feck a quiet 

corner of the cabin—feat ourlelves—take upa 

book—and, in patient, reading, hope for better 

weather. Occafionally we venture, in giddy 

and {tumbling ftep, as high as the companion 

door-way, and, looking round, amidit all the 

rage of the ftorm, prophefy gentle breezes and 

fmooth feas. In thefe vifits we often feel 

wonder and amazement at obferving the car- 

penter and his mates working, quietly, in the 

tops; and the failors hanging about the 

yards and rigging, in feeming unconcern— 

toffed by each rolling fea from fide to fide, far 

beyond the limits of the fhip, and, not un- 

frequently, while feated at the end of the yard 
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dipped and drenched in the foaming billows | 

of the ocean! The indifference of fea-faring 

men to the dangers around them is exem- 

plified in every part of their condud, and, 

even, in their common expreflions. Often 

when we have felt the moft vivid appre- 

henfions from the fiercenefs of the ftorm, and 

the huge roughnels of the ocean, and have, 

tremblingly, fought relief, by an appeal to the 

captain or mate, we have met only a look of 

unconcern, or, at moft, the laconic reply “ i 

blows fre/o.’ From their quaint and tech- 
nical terms it is difficult for any one, unac-~ 

cultomed to the fea, to know precilely what 

they meanto convey. ‘Their degrees of com- 

parifon are peculiar to themi{elves, and, at firft, 

not eafy to be comprehended: taking the term 

freth as the pofitive, they fay it blows f/re/b—it 

blows frong—it blows hard: and again, to de- 

note the fevereft poflible gale, they affume hard 

as the pofitive—add an oath to form the com- 

parative, and augment that oath to conftitute 

the fuperlative : thus, it blows Lard; it blows 

a—— hard; it blows d hard by ; 

Previous to this extremity we are commonly 

furnifhed with an omen, by the captain com~ 
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ing down, below, to change his long coat 

for a fhort round jacket, and from this we al- 

ways prognofticate unfavorably, it being a 

precaution which denotes bufy, and perhaps, 

perilous employment. 

Our fteward is a very old failor, tough 

as the ropes of the fhip, and callous to every 

alarm; and, being the perfon more immedi- 

ately about us, it moit frequently falls to his 

lot to be teazed with queftions regarding 

the weather, the wind, and the fea; and the 

fteady apathy of his feelings, together with his 

exceflive fang froid and unconcern, have been 

often fubjeéts of remark—fometimes, indeed, 

of vexation to us; for his utter infenfibility to 

~ the circumftances, which called forth our cares 

and alarms, have, occafionally, provoked us. 

During one of our perilous ftorms, the wind 

having fhifted to a point fomewhat lefs un- 

favorable, although ftill blowing a terrific 

gale, the ufual queftion was afked—Well, 

fteward! how is the weather? ‘*Sqwally, /qually, 

“ gentlemen — the winds coming about—be 

“ fine weather Joon.” According to the feel- 

ings of this old weather-beaten tar, the fevereft 
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tempefts that we had fuffered, had been only 

{qualls, for, in the midit of the moft tremen- 

dous gales, his reply had always been “‘Sgually, 

a little {qually, gentlemen.”— Are we making 

any way, fteward?” “Ob yes, fine wind, quite 

free, going large, make fix or feven knots.” “But 

{urely we have too much of this good wind, 

fteward ?” “ Ob no, fine wind as can blow, gen- 

tlemen— but a little fqually—rather fqually.” 

The fhip’s company often reap much 

amufement fromthelittleaccidents—the ridicu- 

lous tumbles—and the ftrange poftures which 

the pafiengers are thrown into by the unfteady 

motion of the veffel: indeed we now feel fo 

little alarm during a gale, that we fometimes 

difregard its perils, and join in their. fmiles 

and jokes at the ludicrous occurrences which 

happen among ourfelves. Hogarth might 

have feafted upcn them. In the confufion of 

motions, caufed by the heavy feas, if we at- 

tempt to walk, we fetch way, and are tofled 

to the fartheft fide of the cabin, in all the odd 

and uncommon figures that can be imagined: 

and, often, before we can regain our legs, — oO 

the fhip yields to another wave, and we are 
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tumbled, in the moft ludicrous manner, to the 

oppofite fide, kicking, flruggling, or crawling, 

amidft a confufion of moving chairs, ftools, 

boxes, and other furniture. 

Our dinner ceremony is often rendered 

a humorous feene: at this hour the cabin 

being the general rendezvous of the party, 

we meet—crawl, trembling, towards the table 

——and tie ourfelves in the chairs. A tray-is 

fet before us, with deep holes cut in it for the 

difhes, plates, and glafles; the table and chairs 

are lafhed to the deck; yet one or other fre- 

quently gives way and upfets half the things 

in the cabin! Prefently enters the fteward with 

foup, followed by his little flave with potatoes ; 

and the fervants with fuch other covers as there 

may chance.to be. But fcarcely are the things 

upon table, and the fervants ftationed, cling- A 

ing to the backs of our chairs, before a fudden 

lurch of the fhip tumbles all into diforder. 

Away go fteward, fervants, and little Mungo, ~ 

to the lee-corner of the cabin: the foup falutes | 

the lap of one of us; another receives a leg - 

of pork ; a third is prefented with a piece of © 

- mutton or beef ; a couple of chickens or ducks ~ 
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fly to another ; the pudding jumps nearly into 

the mouth of the next; and the potatoes are 

toffed in all direGtions, about the deck of the 

cabin. One faves his plate; another {tops his 

knife and fork ; fome cling to the table, think- 

ing only of faving their perfons; one fecures 

the bottle; another, half fallen, holds up his 

glafs in one hand, and fixes himfelf faft to his 

chair with the other. Chaos is renewed! 

every thing isin motion—every thing in dif- 

order and confufion. At the next roll of the 

fhip the fervants, ftaring with amazement, 

again fetch way, and, with extended arms, 

are tofled to the oppofite fide of the cabin, 

where they cling faft, and remain fixed as fta- 

tues, afraid again to move: and, although we 

are lafhed in the chairs, ourlelves, it is with 

difficulty we can maintain our feats. Plates, 

difhes, knives, forks, and glaffes clatter 

together in all the difcord of the moment: 

the fteward and his boy, crawling upon 

their hands and knees after the dancing pota- 
toes, the flying fowls, or walking joints, are 
rolled over and over at our feet ; and all is dif 

order and confufion. The fhip now becomes 

fteady for a moment; the fcattered. parts of 
yOL. I. N ie 
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the dinner are collected ; and thofe who have 

efcaped ficknefs, again attempt to eat. Some, 

forefeeing all thefe accidents, fix themfelves 

in acorner upon the cabin-deck, and take the - 

plate between their knees, fancying themfelves 

in fecurity: but, quickly, they are tumbled, in 

ridiculous poftures, to the other fide of the 

cabin, fprawling, with outftretched limbs, like 

frightened crabs. Some, having no calls of 

appetite, join not in the feaft, but lie fwing- 

ing up and down in their cots or hammocks ; 

others remain rolling from fide to fide in their 

births. Some cry out with fore bruifes ; fome 

from being wetted with the fprays: one 

calls for help; another relieves his ftomach 

from ficknefs; while others, lamenting only 

their dinner, loudly bewail the foup, the 

meat, and the pudding. Some abufe the 

helmfman ; others the fhip; and others the 

fea; while all join in a chorus of impreca~ | 

tions upon the wind. 

It has been, commonly, obferved that 

failors have many prejudices and {fuperfti- 

tions. ‘They often predié a gale, from cir- 

cumftances ete feem to bear no kind of 



179 

connexion in the chain of canfe and effec, 

The prejudice againft whiftling, on board 

fhip, appears to be univerfal ; nor do | remem- 

ber ever to have heard a failor whiftle in any 

 fhip ; beyond the common whee-ew, whee-ew, 

when he wants a breeze; and paflengers are 

even called upon to pay a forfeit fhould they, 

however inadvertently, be heard to whiftle. 

The fuperftition refpe@ing the flight of a 

bird, which they call mother Carey’s chicken, 

is peculiarly ftrong. ‘This is a black {mall 

bird with long wings, which flies {wiftly and 

very near the water. It only appears, they fay, | 

in ftormy weather, and however temperate 

when the chicken is feen, they always predia, 

from its prefence, an approaching gale. The 

latter part of the obfervation we have but too 

often feen verified, for the prefence of mother 

Carey’s chicken, has, too frequently, been 

fucceeded by’a violent ftorm: but in how far 

the fact of this bird appearing, only, in fuch 

weather may be correct, we have had little op- 

portunity of judging. 

With pleafure I feel myfelf able to inform 

you that we have fome indications of having 
N 2 
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paffed the Azores. The temperature of the 
atmofphere is become very genial to our 

feelings, and, amidft all our toffings and buf. 

fetings, we feem to have brought all-in{pir- 

ing May clofe upon the heels of frigid Chrift- 

mas. A confiderable quantity of fea-weed 

appears floating upon the water, and this, the 

failors fay, is never feen to the north of the 

Weftern Ifles, it being fuppofed to proceed 

from the gulf of Mexico, and not to be carried 

beyond thefe iflands. We are fteering more 

to the fouth than our direét courfe; but 

we are glad to make /outhing at the expence 

of a little we/fimg, in the hope of beating out 

_ of the latitude of the tormenting gales, which 

have, almoft inceflantly, befet us, from the mo- 

ment of our departure from England: but I 

forget that Lam tiring you with uninterefting 

details, and that you may think my letter is 
growing as tedious as the voyage. 

Adieu. 
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LET ER XVIII. 

Lord Sheffield arrives at Barbadoes. Mein in of the trade 

wind. Striking change in the failing and working of the 

Sfrip. Lord Sheffield falls in with No. 4. tran[port, with 

a band of mufic on board-—fpeaks a Spanifh veffel —alfo the 

Britannia tranfport. _ Advantages of being on board a Weft 

India foip. Author adopts a preparatory regimen to guard 

him againft the effects of climate. Exclamation of one of 

the author’s comrades, on being firft attacked with « prickly ; 

heat.” Diftant land vifthle to failors long before it is to 

others. Firft appearance of Barbadoes. Lord Sheffield, 

happily, prevented by the land breeze, from going into the 

harbour at night. Scenery on entering Carlifle Bay. 

Carlifle Bay, Feb. 13. 

Be ics with me and give thanks! After 

all our perils and dangers we are, again, fafe 

at anchor, with terra firma in view! How 

delightful an element—how cheering—how 
animating is the folid earth! Even its groffer 

part is now endeared to us, and we hail the 

heavy foil in cordial fympathy, almoft re- 

joicing that our very bodies belong to dull 

clay! During nine long weeks had we been 

wandering, amid{t a multitude of perils, upon 

the fickle waters, without once obtaining even 
| : 
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the moft diftant view of land: but of this 

enough! Let me not recall, to your mind, 

{cenes that we are endeavouring to forget. 

Throughout the laft fortnight the horrors of 

-boifierous old Ocean have been affuaged, and 

for two or three days, after writing my laft 

notes, we were nearly becalmed. The foam- 

ing Atlantic became fmooth and tranquil as 

the fifh-pond of a pleafure ground; and, 

while reiting in the moft genial temperature, 

we had, only, to lament the total abfence of 

that wind, which had long been fo frightfully 

abundant. ‘This placid interval was occupied 

in making preparations for fair failing ; and 

the captain flattered us with the hope of hav- 

ing pafied the ftormy latitudes. The top- 

gallant mafts were fet—the royals and fteer- 

ing fails made ready—fithing lines were 

thrown into the ftill fea—and an awning 

prepared for the quarter-deck; all of which 
were indications of fteady breezes, warm re- 
gions, and pleafant failing. Senfible that you — 
will feel your fhare of complacency upon the 

occafion, | muft not neglect to note the event. 
of a moft joyous day—a day which will be 

held in gladnefs by our party, fo long as re- 

a lr ee ad 
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turning years fhall continue to place before 

us the 25th of January. We were in lati- 

tude 27° 49, the thermometer at 69°. The 

morning was mild; the fea ftiil and {mooth, 

as a lake: all nature feemed hufhed in filence, 

and no wind could be felt. We rofe early, 

and enjoyed a fteady walk on the, now, quiet 

deck. The fun, protruding from the bofom 

of a tranquil ocean, foftly ftole above the 

horizon, and, {welling into globular form, 

mildly, aflumed refulgent brightnefs, and 

fpread his genial rays around. From excefs 

of motion we had now lapfed into perfect 

re{t. We contemplated the change with ad- 

-miration and delight: yet wifhed enough of 

wind to carry us on our voyage. The ti- 

moneer left the helm; and the fhip remained 

immoveable upon the water. Cafting our 

eyes over the filver furface of the fea, to be= - 

hold the beauteous rifing of the fun, we of- 

fered afpirations that fierce Eurus, in the pla- 

cid humour of milder Zephyr, might follow 

in his train. Two ftrange veflels were ob- 

ferved to be in fight—a brig and a fchooner. 

The former was directly in our wake, and 

viewing this, amidft the univerfal {ftillnels 

N 4 
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that prevailed, we obferved, with furprife, 

that fhe was moving, towards us, with full 

fails. At this moment the {ky darkened ; the 

thermometer fell to 64; a gentle rippling 

{pread, lightly, over the ftill furface of the 

water; and, almoft imperceptibly, brought 

us ----- a favorable breeze! It was from 

the north-eaft; and fo foft and fleady that 

{carcely did we feel the veflel in motion, ere 

we were advancing at the rate of five knots 

an hour! What we had fo long and anxioufly 

fought, was now arrived, and we moft cor- 

dially hailed - - - - - - the trade wind! ‘The 

failors announced it in loud greetings: need 

I fay that we partook in their livelieft joy! 

You will readily conceive, without expeQing 

me to defcribe, our feelings upon the occafion. 

Never was a happier moment! All fenfe of 

our long fufferings vanifhed, and we were in 

perfect raptures on this glad event. Indeed 

we had much caufe to think ourfelves for- 

tunate on being faluted by the favoring 

trades in their very earlieft latitude. This 

was a moft grateful period of our paflage, 

and, together with the weather we have fince 

experienced, has, in fome degree, compen- 
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fated former evils. The temperature grew 
cooler than it had been during the few days 

of calm. The breeze frefhened, and all hands 

were bufily occupied in preparing and fetting 

all poffible fail, to obtain the full benefit of 

this great and conftant trader’s friend. Quickly 

new canval{s firetched from every point of the 

mafts and yards, and the fhip, winged with 

five additional fails, widely fpread her ex- 

panded pinions to embrace the breeze. What 

a change ! tranfported, at once, from the perils 

of fevere tempeft, to the fineft, fmootheft 

failing! During feven tedious weeks we had 

not known the wind from the point we 

withed ; and we had been perpetually befet 

with all the dangers of raging ftorm. Now, 

the breeze was all we could defire ! Sicknefs, 

and other uneafy feelings were difperfed ; we 

exercifed, freely, upon the deck ; and failed on 

our paflage, almoft without perceiving the 

vellel move! So rapid, indeed, was our pro- 

erefs, that the fhip feemed to feel no refift- 

ance, but to fly, uninterrupted, through the 

water ! : 

The crowded fails now remained night 
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and day. No change: no new arrangement 

— occafional bracing, only, was required! 

We ftood' before the wind, and in all the de- 

light of fair weather, and fine failing, made 

from 160 to 200 knots within the failor’s 

day—from noon to noon. In fuch feas, and 

with fuch a wind, the fhip’s company might 

have flept; leaving the helmfman only, to 
fteer the veflel’s courfe. The delay,the dif- 

ficultics and dangers we had met with, ferved 

but to augment the value of the ever-con- 

fiant trades, and to render them even more 

enchanting than we had hoped. The fteadi- 

nefs of this friendly breeze, and its certainty 

of duration, likewife enhanced its charms. 

So truly delightful did we find it, and fo 

pleafant were the wide ocean, and the wea- 

ther, that, had not former ficknefs, with the 

torment of repeated gales, already confirmed 

my abhorrence of the fea, I know not but I 

might have been led into the belief that dif- 

comfort and a failor’s life were not ftrictly 

fynonimous ! | | 

It were wrong to adulterate thefe happy 

tidings—or to chequer this letter with any 
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circumftance not perfeily in unifon with the 

joy we felt on meeting our excellent friends 

~--- the trades. I, therefore, referve fome de- 

tached occurrences of the voyage for my next 

letter, in order not to interrupt the harmony 

of this; which I with to conclude, as it be- 

_gan, with happily terminating the voyage. 

In the courfe of our paflage, we fell in, 

occafionally, with ftragglers of our unfortu- 

nate Armada, and remained in company with 

them, until we were again feparated by a 

ftorm, a thick fog, or the night. A few days 

before we reached Carlifle-bay, we were joined 

by No. 4. tranfport, with troops, and a band 

of mufic on board. This was a happy ren- 

contre, and afforded us a moft pleafing no- 

velty. The day had been fine; the evening 

was mild and clear; and gentle Cynthia, with 

her filver beams, feemed to aid the. general 

ftillnefs that prevailed. Every thing confpired 

‘in favor of the muficy and the notes of the 

various inftruments, coming to us acrofs the 

water, were fo {weetly foft and melodious as 

to convey the idea of celeftial harmony. We 

liftened in raptures, and, feeling quite en- 
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chanted with her delightful founds, we hoped 
to continue in the fociety of our new com- 

panion, during the remainder of the voyage : 

but the night concealed us from each other, — 

and, when Aurora again opened the gates of 

the eaft, we perceived, with ftrong regret, © 

that we had, already, to lament our harmonic 

affociate. 

When any ftrange veilel appeared in 

fight, it, commonly, excited fome apprehen- 

fion, from our being alone, and badly armed ; 

but, fortunately, the wide ocean feemed to be 

the path, only, of friends. In latitude 37 we 

defcried a foreign fail, but we quickly difco- 

vered that fhe was not of warlike afped, 

and, therefore, were defirous of {peaking her, 

in the hope of afcertaining our longitude. 

On approaching her, for this purpofe, we 

hoifted our enfign as a fignal ; to which fhe 

replied by a white flag, with a red ftripe, im- 

plying that fhe belonged to Spain. We were 

pleafed to find her an ally; and, employing 

a Portuguefe, whom we chanced to have on 

board, to hail her, we difcovered that fhe was 

from the Havannah, bound to Malaga; but 
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this was all the information we could obtain, 

for, unluckily, our Portuguefe failor was not 

able to render his queftions, concerning the 

longitude, intelligible to the Spaniards. 

On the morning of the day before we 

made the land, we fpake the Britannia tran{- 

port, and learned that, during the preceding 

night, fhe had been boarded by a floop of 

—war—one of the Barbadoes cruizers, and had 

received information that fhe was within fixty 

leagues of the ifland. This intelligence was 

peculiarly opportune, as we were in no cer- 

tainty regarding our longitude, and muft have 

proceeded in fear, during the night, or have 

created further delay by fhortening fail. 

It was a great advantage to us being on 

board a Weft India trader, for the fhips built . 

for this fervice, being intended for a hot cli- 

/mate, are confiruéted with much attention to 

‘the comfort and accommodation of paflen- 

gers, and have all the conveniences of ports, 

{cuttle-holes, window-blinds, awnings, &c.; 

from the want of which, many of the tranf— 

ports were, diftreflingly, clofe and oppreffive. 
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As foon as we had entered the trades, our 

ports and fcuttles were beat open, and we 

had a free circulation of air, through the ca-_ 

bin, night and day. . The windows were 

likewife opened ; and, as we failed before the 

‘wind, the Venetian blinds admitted the breeze, 

while they excluded the rays of the fun. 

From thefe means we were kept pleafantly 

cool, below; and, when upon deck, we were 

protected by a canvafs awning, under which 

we had a fhaded walk, ventilated by a free 

current of air. Having feveral bathing tubs, 

on board, we had, likewile, the comfort—the 

luxury I might fay, of plunging into fea- 

water every morning; and, in order not to 

meet the torrefadtion of thefe burning re- j 

gions, with all the rigid fibre, and ftrong © 

' vafcular ation of Europe, I have adopted © 

the plan of ufing a very abftemious diet, and — 

have fubmitted to a fhort preparatory courfe 

of medicine. My comrades {mile at the pre- 

caution, but, although doétors may difagree, | 

I fhall hope, on fome future day, to exhibit, 

to you, the good effets of this early difci- 

pline. Wine, ’tis faid by many, will counter- 

af the heat of the climate. Let thofe take 
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it who think fo—my faculties have not yet 

enabled me to comprehend the ingénious 

do&trine which would employ fire to extin- 

guifh heat—nor has my fagacity taught me 

how to quench a flame by the addition of 

oil, or xther! } 

Many days previous to our arrival -in 

Carlifle bay, the increafe of temperature had 

brought out upon our {kins that troublefome 

eruption called prickly Leat. Our bodies were 

covered with it, and the irritation and itch- 

ing it occafioned were intolerable. Our com- 

panion, Dr. Cleghorn, being an early fufferer. 

from it, demanded of thofe who had been 

accuftomed to the Weft Indies, how long his 

{kin was to be thus tormented? So long, 

good doctor, as you remain in health, was 

the reply! Upon which, with additional rub- 

bing and {cratching, the doctor jocofely, al- 

-. though fomewhat impatiently exclaimed, in 

the accent of his country, “ Faith captain, 

and would you carry us into never-ceating 

torment? “Bout fhip- and tack for England 

immediately.” | 



192 

On the morning of the toth inftant 

the boat{wain defcried the higheft points of 

Barbadoes, when Jand! land! was inftantly 

echoed throughout the fhip, to the great joy 

of all on board; and to the boatfwain’s pro- 

fit, who, being the firft that founded the 

glad tidings, became entitled to the cuftom- 

ary fee of a bottle of rum, or brandy. It 

required the eye of a failor to diftinguifh the 

all-delighting terra firma, amidft the clouds: 

the paflengers looked, and looked in vain! a 

nearer approach of yet fome leagues, was ne- 

ceflary, to render it vifible to the eye of a 

land{man, and when we, at length, difcerned 

it, the earth appeared, only, as the more fixed 

of the clouds—forming a dark ftreak a little 
above the horizon. This ftreak grew, gra- 

dually, more and more diftina, till, breaking 

as we advanced, it became unequal, and af- 

fumed the form of mountains ; and, at length, 

the appearance of land. Soon we difcovered 

it to be the northern point of the ifland of 

Barbadoes; but Carlifle-bay is to the fouth: 

we had, therefore, to coaft round nearly 

half the extent of the ifland, before we could 
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reach the harbour. This delay afforded us a 
good opportunity of viewing the ifland. We 
ftood near in, and could obferve, diftinély, 
the objets on fhore. I took my feat upon | 
deck, and with an anxious eye, aided by the 
telefcope, minutely, examined every thing 
we pafled. ‘The mind, ever adtive, generally 
forms to itfelf fome image of the things we 
hear {poken of, before any opportunity oc- 
curs of feeing them. Often the picture is 
very incorre& and extravagant; but, upon 
the prefent occafion, I was pleafed to find that 
[had formed to myfelf a tolerably accurate 
copy of the Weft Indies, from the defcrip- 
tions I had heard and read. In particular the 
appearance of the fields, and of the flaves, 
Jabouring with the whip at their backs, had 
been painted, very correaly, in my imagina- 
tion; for, I now faw them, in reality, what 
‘my mind had long reprefented them. 

Our coafting view of the ifland was not 
the moft favorable; for a nakednefs, which 
Barbadoes does not poflefs, appeared to pre- 
vail: nor did the general verdure feem to 
equal our expectation: houfes, huts, wind- 
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mills, and fugar-works, although plentifully 

diftributed, in. patches, about the ifland, did 

not prefent the fcenery, nor the air of rich- 

nefs and comfort we had expe@ed. ‘There 

feemed to be a want of inclofures, and a 

deficiency of trees and hedges. The build- 

ings looked bare and expofed, and there was 

a want of that protecting fhade, for the cattle, 

which our feelings had deemed requifite in 

fuch a climate. The houfes, devoid of orna- 

ment, and without chimnies, conveyed the 

idea of barns: nor could we affociate them 

in the picture of wealth and abundance which 

had been called up in our minds. We la- 

mented that the numerous windmills, houfes, 

and other buildings we faw, were not more 

protected by the deep fhading foliage of tro- 

pical vegetation. Had a variety of trees been 

interfperfed, or had the branching filk-cot- 

ton, or ftately mountain-cabbage, contributed 

their fhelter, the appearance of comfort had 

been preferved, and the picturefque effe& 

rendered more ftriking. The land is con- © 

fiderably varied, being hilly and unequal ; 

and from the general view, in failing along 

the coaft, it appears to rife into two or three © 
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diftin& tables, which elevate themfelves ab- 

ruptly, one above another. | 

We made the entrance of the harbour, 
juft as the fun was finking into his watery 
bed, for the night; and it was in debate whe- 
ther we could fetch in before it grew dark, 
when it was fuddenly decided againft us, by 
the wind fhifting and coming round direé#ly 
a-head. ‘This we learned was the land breeze. 
In thefe regions the trade-wind blows from 
the fea, during the day; but this commonly 
fubfides, as the fun goes down, and a contrary 

breeze fets in, from the land, which continues 

to blow throughout the night. 

Being prevented from coming to anchor, | 
we f{tood off and on, at the harbour’s mouth, 

until morning, when we difcovered that we 
had no caufe of regret in ‘this additional de- 
lay ; for all the beauties of Carlifle-bay were, 
now, exhibited to us-not only under the 
‘Mill light of the morning, but brightened ‘by 
the golden rays of a rifing fun. Had we 
gone in at night, we muft have loft a moft 
enchanting profpe@; and the lofs had been | 

02 
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irremediable, for, after the eye had been ac- 

cuftomed to the rich foliage, the houfes, the 

towns, the fields, and all the peculiarity of 

tropical fcenery, the impreffion we now felt 

could ‘never have been excited. The mind 

was, at this moment, in a ftate to enjoy them : 

the novelty was great, and every obje& ftrik- 

ing. ‘We had been long at fea, and the 
eye fought, eagerly, the fhore. Land was 

anxioufly defired: the view of it opened to 

us very favorably ; and, from all the various 

circumftances confpiring to its improvement, 

the profpeé&t was rendered more delightful 

than it could have been at any other period. 

_. The harbour is a fine open bay, the 

whole of which, with its varied fhores, were 

before the eye: many fhips were riding at 

anchor, and a multitude of boats and {mall 

veflels were failing and rowing to and fro. | 

The two points of land, at the entrance, ferve 

as a defence; while they augment the beauty 

of the harbour. On one of them appears a 

formidable battery, together with an exten- 

five barrack for troops: on the other is a fine 

grove of mountain cabbage, and coco nut 
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trees. Through the fhipping at the bottom 
of the bay, are feen numbers of neat cots 

tages; among which: are interfperfed va- 

rious tropical trees, affording the proteéting 

fhelter of their umbrageous fummits. On 

the fouth-weft fhore ftands Bridge-town, the 

capital of the ifland; and on the north-eaft, 

upon high ground, is a new and handfome 

quadrangle of ftone barracks, with the mili- 

tary hofpital and other buildings of St. Anne’s 

Hill, Nor is the profpe& confined to thefe 

limits. It extends ftill wider, and in addition 
to the water, the fhipping, and the numerous 

other objects, immediately before the eye, 

the back ground, beyond the bay, and above 
the town, forms a rich and extenfive land- 

{cape. The land is feen above the houfes, 

the trees, and the topmatts of the hips, rifing | 

to a great diftance, clothed in all the richnefs 

of its tropical apparel. Verdant fields of 

fugar, of coffee, and of cotton; fine groves, 

dark with luxuriant foliage; country villas; 

clufters of negro huts, windmills, and fugar- 

works, all prefent themfelves to diverfify 

and enliven the picture. Such was the fcene 

that appeared before us as we failed into 
03 
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Carlifle-bay. You, whofe idol is nature, in 

all her forms, will feel a friendfhip for the 

evening land-breeze which fo happily length- 

ened a voyage, before toc long. 

Adieu, 
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LETTER XIX. 

Ceremony of cleaning and painting Weft India foips. Feelings 
of failors refpecting the failing of their veffels. Tobacco an 
unverfal cordial among failors. Specimen of economy in a 

young tar. Negro economy. Baptifmal ceremony on crof- — 

Sing the tropic. Author and his comrades wevk at the cap« 
fian. An accident happens to Dr. Cleghorn. Harpoons 
and other inflruments prepared for firiking fifo. Peculiar 

habit of porpoifes. Sharks, dolphins, and flying ji/b ufed as 

food. Stupidity of the Shark. Splendid appearance of a fooal 
of dolphins. Remarks upon the firucture, and motion of 
the wings of the flying fifa. Small flying jifb an indication 
of approaching the land. Temperature of the water of the 

Atlantic. Lights produced by the foip at night. Small 

rainbows upon the furface of the ocean. Appearance of the 
jun and moon at fea, within the tropics. Weft India | 
Sky. Evening clouds. 7 

Barbadoes, Feb. 

P REVIOUS to our coming into harbour, 

from our late voyage, the fhip’s company 

was, for feveral days, bufily occupied in clean- 

ing, painting, and adorning the veflel; and 

we learned that it is a general cuftom to 

drefs the Welt India fhips in a new Jacket, 

during the fteady failing of running down the 

trades, in order that they may appear clean, 

OF 
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and in the beft condition, while remaining in 

the harbours of the iflands: and that in this 

the failors have a degree of pride, which excites 

a general fpirit of emulation—eyery captain 

wifhing to render his veflel the obje& of at- 

traction and admiration. In confequence of 

~ this cuftom the Weft India harbours become 

quite a drawing room of fine-dreffed mer- 

chantmen. Here each fhip exhibits her bef 

apparel, and vying with the others, holds 

out her lures to catch the eye of every 

beholder. The decoration is univerfal, From — 

head to ftern, not a plank, a maft, a yard, nor 

{carcely a rope e{capes; each receives a’full- 

drefs coat of paint, or is made new with a 

black varnith of tar. The painting of the more 

prominent parts of our fhip being completed, 

the progrefs of cleaning, and new-drefling 

was extended to fuch minutiz as to become 

very highly ridiculous. A painting mania 

feemed to have feized the whole crew, and 

every one was up to his elbows in greafe, tar, 

and paint. ‘The capftan—the quarter-boards 
—the binocles—the hen-koops-—every thing 

around us was bedaubed. The cannon—the 

hand-(pikes—the capftan bars—the: barrels 
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-—the buckets—the very handle of the pump 

-—all were painted—all put into one uniform 

of black and yellow. Not an iron ring, a bolt, 

nor a nail was negleCted—not even thecannon 

balls. efeaped—and, that nothing fhould be 

omitted, the inner furface of the water buckets, 

regardlefs of health, were drefled with their 

poifonous coating. Never was fyftem more 
univerfally obferved; nor idle excefs ren- 

dered more confpicuous. Not aninch, nor an 

atom, but appeared in Lord Shefield’s livery ; 

black and. yellow prevailed from the higheft 

point of the mafts, down to the very water’s 

edge. Nothing can convey to you a ftronger 

idea of the fine fteady failing, in a trade wind, 

than to know that the outer part of the thip 

is painted at fea, by men hanging in ropes, at 

her fides, while fhe is proceeding with full 

fails, on her paflage, | 

The failors have another, and yet ftronger 

pride, which refpects the failing of their vel- 

fel: like every man’s horfe,—every failor’s 

fhip is the bef? in the world, — every captain 

commands the quickeft failing veilel of the 

fleet; and 4e would ceafe to merit the honor 
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_ of a jacket, who could be brought to acknow- 

ledge, however true it might be, that his fhip 

was a bad failor: for, however manifeft this 

fhall appear, an excufe is never wanting. 

She is in bad trim—fhe is too much aftern 

-——too much ahead—is too deep—too light 

—the breeze is not from her point—the fails 

beft upon a wind—before the wind—fhe makes 

beft way in a gale—ina light breeze: fo 

that be the weather, and the attendant circum- 

fiances whatever they may, here is a /ide-wind 

for each of them; and a fon of the ocean is 

always expert enough to appropriate them in 

favor of his veffel, fo as to guard her, at 

every point, again{t the imputation of being 

a dull failor. It happened that our fhip was 

found not to advance in proportion to the 

breeze ; it was, therefore, deemed expedient to 

give her a new main-top-gallant maft; and this 

was put up, in the night time, with as much 

fecrecy as if the failure of the whole expe- 

dition had hung upon its difclofure. We, af- 
terwards, difcovered that it was done, in the 
dark, not to conceal it from the paflengers, 
only, but from the fhip’s company of a veffel, 
which happened, then, to be failing near us ; 
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and with which the Lord Sheffield was, fe- 
eretly, vying in her progrefs. _ 

Among other circumftances, perhaps as 
little worth noting, but which amufed an_ 

idle moment upon the paflage, was a re- 

markable inftance of ceconomy, which we 

obferved in a young Scottifh failor. The 

tars have, univerfally, a fondnefs for tobacco: 

_ to deprive them of food—of drink—nay, even 

of their loved grog, is not fo diftrefiing to 

-them, as to debar them of their cud. Tothofe 

who are acquainted with the properties of this 

plant, and with the habits of the Turks refpe@- 

ing opium, this will not feem wonderful ; for 

its effects being thofe of a {trong cordial, they, 
who frequently ufe it, will neceflarily feel a 
great degree of languor from being deprived 

of it. From the unufual length to which the 

paflage was extended, our failors’ ftock of to- 

bacco had become exhaufted before they 

reached Barbadoes. ‘They, confequently, fuf- 

fered depreffion of fpirits, reftlefInefs, languor, 

and all the ufual indications of debility. They 

felt, feverely, the abftraGion of their accuf- 

tomed cordial—and would have fubmitted to 
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many facrifices to have obtained it. At this 
moment of diftrefs and want, the wary Sandy 

Cameron opened his ftore, and, in the general 

eagernefs to procure it, retailed tobacco to 

his mefimates at an enormous profit. Some 

pawned their fhoes, fome their fhirts, fome 

their jackets: fome gave their food, fome 

their grog—every thing was devoted to pur- 

chafe this filthy herb. . Sazdy became a per- 

fe marchand de tabac—and was, thereby, 

enabled to accumulate clothes and property 

to no trifling amount. Four ounces of to- 

bacco were given for a jacket valued at feven 

or eight fhillings—other articles of ufe or ap- 

parel were bartered at a fimilar rate ; but, from 

fome accident, it was, at length, difcovered 
that young Cameron’s ftore was, moftly, the 
produce of a very filthy piece of ceconomy ; 

_ Sandy having collected it, by picking up the 
old cuds of his mefimates, during the paflage 

-—which he had dried and preferved for fu- 

ture ufe: fo that the failors were now paying | 
extravagantly, for the privilege of again fuck- 
ing, what had already been between their teeth. 

This dirty occurrence happening on — 
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board led the captain to mention a habit, 
fometimes practifed among the negroes in 

the Weft Indies, which is not lefs diftin- 
guifhed for its filthinefs and ceconomy. The 
blacks, both men and women, are very fond 

of rum, and fometimes, when they can only 

procure a fingle dram, the wife, as a mark of 

tendernefs and attachment, {fatisfies herfelf 

by warming her mouth with it, and, affec- 

tionately, employs that as a glafs for convey- 

ing the rum to her hufband; who receives it, 

from her, in due kindnefs, beak to beak, as 

pigeons feed their young; and thus, with ex- 

traordinary ceconomy, the fingle dram is made 

to ferve both man and wife; and fometimes 

it is, even, faid to go through the mouths of 

the whole family. 

A day or two after we had entered into 

the latitude of the trade-wind, we had to crofs 

the tropic; which was an occafion of great 

mirth and feftivity. ‘The ulual ceremonies 

were performed—the ufual honors paid. to 

old Neptune, and all was holiday. The great 

deity of the ocean, accompanied by his queen- 

rib of the waters, afcended from the deep, 
6 ' 
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in order to welcome us to his tropical abode, 

and to witnels the baptifm of fuch of his 

children who had not, already, done homage 

at his font. This is a ceremony which is, 

commonly, thought to be ludicrous: but, in 

the way it is conducted by the rough tars, it 

becomes a very dirty and fevere procefs. It 

is extended to every perfon on beard, who 

has not, before, been within the tropics, vary- 

ing only in its mode of application, and in 

its feverities. 

| The old failors are careful to difcover, in 

the courfe of the paflage, which of their mefl- 

mates have not undergone thedifcipline of this 

tropical baptifm; and on this day, all who are 

marked for the ceremony, are led upon deck, 

one by cne, blindfolded, In this ftate the 

young failor is made to feat himfelf upon a 

{mall narrow plank, laid acrofs a large tub of 

falt water, or upon the edge of the tub itfelf, 

and, in this perilous fituation, they adminifter 

to him a long and ridiculous oath; then 

offer him a glafs of gin, by way of cordial, 
which he is compelled to drink, and finds it 
to be only a glals of falt water. They, then, 
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{mear his face with a nafty compound of 
greafe, tar, and ftinking oil, taking care in 

_the operation, to force fome of it into his 

mouth. The next flep is to fhave this off, 

and the razor employed, for this purpofe, is 

commonly a piece of an old iron hoop, beat 

full of notches. The filth being in part 

{craped from his chin, with this rough inftru- 

ment, the baptifmal procefs 1s completed by 

the plank, upon which he is feated, being 

fuddenly withdrawn, and the young initiated 

plunged head and ears into the tub of water ; 

where he is made to lie kicking and {prawl- 
ing for a confiderable time; after which he is — 

permitted to rife from his briny birth ; when 

his eyes are unveiled—he wafhes his coun- 

tenance, and iffues forth a privileged fon of 

old Neptune—/i ree to range in the tropical 

feas. If he contends, or offers any refiftance, 

he is treated with three or four dippings, in- 

ftead of one; he, therefore, finds it, beft not 

be refractory, and fmothers his wrath in the 

fecret pleafure of witnefling a fimilar procefs 

impofed upon the reft of his mef{mates. 

Every one, whether failor or landfman, is 
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éalled upon to undergo this chriftening ces 

remony, as the tafk of initiation. 

As paffengers we were honored with a 

vifit from father Neptune and his fpoufe, to 

welcome us to their tropical dwelling, and to 

announce to us the propriety and neceflity 

of the baptifmal vow: but we compromifed 

the difcipline of dipping and fhaving, by of- 

fering the tribute of a few gallons of rum; 

and ‘petitioning the beauteous Amphitrite 

to intercede in our behalf. Neverthelefs, we 

were taught that it would be prudent to re= 

main; quietly, in the cabin, during this briny 

chriftening of the failors. 

The fervants ‘were led by curiofity to 

vilit the deck, hoping to witnefs the ceremony 

without becoming, themfelves, the objects of — 

ait: but they were fpeedily prefented with a 

complete wafhing of fea-water, and obliged 

to beat a hafty retreat, in order to efcape the - 

fhaving : one of them, who was a great cox- 

comb in his drefs, grew violently enraged, 

and felt highly indignant that the failors 
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thould dare to wet and fpoil his clothes ; and 

in his anger he ran down below to arm him- 

{elf with a fword, then returning upon deck, 

{wore that he would run the firft man through 

the body, who fhould throw water upon him, 

again: but fcarcely had he faid the words, 

and brandifthed his fabre, before feveral buckets 

of water were dathed upon his head and 

fhoulders, by fome failors who had placed 

themielves in the main-top. ‘The poor man 

ftormed violently, fwore, ftamped, and vowed 

vengeance. ‘The failors, laughing at his im- 

potent rage, continued to pour down bucket 

after bucket. He was unable to climb up 

the fhrouds; and they diverted themfelves at 

his wrath and diftrefs, until, at length, feeing 

that they defied all his threats, he again re- 

turned to the cabin, loading them with impre- 

cations, and, loudly, vowing vengeance, un- 

mindful that his beft remedy was to change his 

clothes, wipe himfelf dry, and let his choler 

fubfide. Cuftom is abfolute, and, in the 

hands of fuch hardy minifters, it were folly to 

oppole its defpotic government. 

VOL, I, iy 
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| After reaching the latitude of the trade 

wind we pafled very little of our time in. the 

cabin 5 nor, throughout the whole paflage, did 

we negleét to take our exercife upon deck, 

wheneverthe weather would permit; occafion- 

ally alfo in order to divert the fad indolence of 

our inaétive life, we gave afliftance at the cap- 

ftan, or in working the pump, or pulling the 

ropes; but one of thefe moments of induitry 

had nearly cof Dr. Cleghorn his life. A large 
block, expofed to exceflive purchafe in getting 

up one of the matts, broke from its rope as 

we were heaving at the capftan bars, and, 

flying to a great height with violent rapidity, 

{truck the do€tor on the head in its fall. 

Happily he was not within the circle of its full 

force, or, beyond all doubt, he had been killed 

on the {pot. foderate as it was, the blow’ 

being received from only the edge of the block,, 

in its fall tothe deck, it rendered him infenfhbles 

for fome time, and cut an alarming wound| 

through the integuments quite to the bone. 

On recovering from the comatofe fate, whichi 

had followed the blow, he had no knowledgee 

how the accident had happened; and when thee 
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broken block was prefented to him he was 
ftruck with furprize at his efcape.. The 

wound has fince healed kindly, and the doc- 

tor fuffers, from it, no other inconvenience 

than, like poor Patrick, wearing, in his fore- 

head, an honorable and warlike fear. 

- During our fine tropical failing we were 

frequently amufed in obferving the immenfe 

fhoals of porpoifes, dolphins, and flying fith, 

which, from time to time, aflembled about the 

_fhip. The frightful fhark and foouting eram- 

pus alfo made us frequent vilits. — 

Harpoons and other inftruments, called 

gigs, or grains, were prepared for the purpofe 

of taking thefe inhabitants of the ocean. 

They are formidable weapons of iron, made 

with barbed points, and at the time of ufing 

them, a wooden handle, loaded with lead, 1s 

afixed to them, together with a long cord; 

and they are ftruck into the animal while he 

, is {wimming at the fide of the thip. If they 

penetrate beyond the barb he is unable to free 

_himfelf from the inftrument, and is turned 

Pig 
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upon his back, by the weight of the lead in 

the handle, and confequently has no power 

to efcape. Often the iron points are bent dou- 

ble without entering the animal; and fome- 

times they are thrown out by Ins ftruggles, 

from not having penetrated deep enough, and 

leave him to efcape with his wound. This. 

we faw happen to a large porpoife while he 

was fwimming amidit a fhoal of his fpecies fo 

numerous as todarken the fea; when, inflant- 

ly, every individual of them abandoned the 

or confole théir wounded 

brother, but, according to the unfriendly habit 

of thefe hideous and rapacious animals, to 

purfue him as their prey. The flying fth, 

the fhark, and-the dolphin, are all ufed, by the 

failors, as food. The fhark is a moft ftupid 

animal——-unlike other fifhes he difregards be- 

ing feen, and fics not from people who appear 

before him, nor is intimidated at things fal- 

Jing near to him, or even upon him in the: 

water.. Does this arife from a deficiency of; 

nervous fenfibility, or from a confcioufness: 

that he is armed againft the objects he com-. 

monly meets? By throwing out to him oc» 
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«aho nally a piece of fat pork, he may be in- 
duced to continue, at the fide of the fhip, 

while a rope, let down into the water, is paf- 

fed over his head, and drawn tight round his 

body in order to take him alive, and if it hap- 

pens to flip off, he is fupid enough to re- 

main until it is fixed a fecond time. We 

caught a very large one in this manner; and 
alfo took a {maller one with the hook, which 
the failors confumed as delicate food, » 

The fhoals of dolphins are often fo-im- 

“menfe as to convert the fea into a kind of rich 

and dazzling mine, in which the lively inter- 

changes of colour out-rival ail the {plendour 

of brilliants and gold. | 

The novelty of immenfe multitudes of 

fifh darting from the fea and taking wing in. 

the air, you will believe attracted our attention. 

To fpeak of fithes flying might feem to be a 

traveller’s tale; we were, therefore, led to a 

minute inveftigation of the fat. We watched 

them with a {ceptical eye, and, at many dif- 

ferent times, before we admitted even the 

evidence of our fenfes. .It appeared polhible 
’ 
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that their fhort flight might be the effe& of a 

fingle mufcular effort, fupported by the expan- 

fion of long membranous fins ; and this opini- 

onbecame ftrengthened from obferving them, 

occafionally, touch the water, as if to gain new 

force from its refiftance, and then rife again, 

and fly as faras before. But, upon regarding 

them with frit attention, we obferved their 

wings employed, like thofe of birds, in flut- 

tering motion as they flew. We faw them 

change their courle, from a direct line ; we 

perceived them rife and fall in their flight, 

to furmount the waves they met, and re- 

marked-that they often continued their pro- 

erefs to the diftance of two or three hundred 

yards, without touching the water: at length 

two or three of them flew on board the fhip, 

and, ttriking again{ft the mafts, fell dead upon 

the deck ; this afforded us an opportunity of 

fatisfying our doubts ; and after very minutely — 

examining their external form, we further 
aflured ourfeives, by carefully diffe€ting them ; 
and we have now no hefitation in faying 

that fifhes- - - - - do fly! The wings are! 

very long,: arifing from behind the gills, , 

they lie folded at the fides nearly the whole: 
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length of the fifth, being formed of feveral 
fine cartilages, and a thin tran{parent mem- 
brane not unlike the wing of a bat. At the 
infertion, near the gills, they are narrow, 

but become confiderably wider towards their 
extremities. When ufed in flying they 

are sraifed” from \.the lide; “and. expand- 

ed, by the cartilages feparating from each 

other, and ftretching out the membrane which 

covers them. ‘They are not connected with 
the body by extenfive mufcular infertions ; but 

are united byaligamentous membrane. ‘Two 

{mall mufcles pafs. into each wing, terminating 

in ftrong ligaments. Thefe ferve to give 

them the command of the wing, but are not 

calculated to fupport long and powerful ac- 

tion, ‘The fith is about the fize of a herring. 

They are caught, in great numbers, near Bar- 

badoes, where they are pickled, and falted, and 

ufed as a very common food. 

The day before we made the land we 

“met with thoals of flying fifth of much {maller 

fize than thofe we had commonly feen—not 

larger, indeed, than fprats. On rifing out of 

the water, in large bodies at a time, they caufed 

PS 
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a found like the fplathing of rain, which being 

heard by the captain, he inftantly exclaimed 

“ Ha! bravo! land, land! bere are the little 

ct Splafbers, we can't be far from the land !”?— 

Fhis {mall race of flying fith, it feems, is never 

cbferved at any great diflance from the fhore, 

nor in the deeper parts of the Atlantic : where- 

fore their appearance is ailumed as a fure 

prognoftic of a fpeedy approach to the land. 

We obferved upon the paflage, that after 

the great heat of the day, the water of the At- 

{antic was fomewhat warmer than the circum- 

ambient air. In latitude 14°, at 10 o'clock 

at night, the thermometer ftood at 723, and 

upon being put into a bucket of freth-drawn 

fea water it rofe to 73. 

Like all young failors we felt our atten- 

tion ftrongly attracted by the phenomenon of 

the lights produced in the fea, at night, from 

the fhip. beating her way through the water. 

We often witneffed them in a very ftriking 

degree, and were, frequently, led to the fore- 

part of the fhip to view them in their brighteft 
{plendour; for, there, the fhip appeared to be 
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failing through liquid flames. On every fide 
the lights were vivid and beautiful, but at the 

forecaftle we faw the pitchings and plunges 
of the veffel ftrike out wide flathes, refem- 

bling fheets of fire. The great noife at the 

head of the fhip, likewife added to the effeQ, 

and it required very little help of the ima- 

gination to create a belief that we, actually, 

heard the {parks and crackling of more de- 

ftrudtive flames. At the ftern thefe lights ap- 

pear as it they poured from the veilel in bright 

{treams of fire, extending to a confiderable 

_ diftance in her wake. | 

We drew up buckets of water, occafion- . 

ally, to the deck, and found that by agitating 

it, either with the hand ora piece of wood, we 

could excite the fame luminous appearance: 

but, after difturbing it for a fhort time, this 

effet ceafed ; and no degree of agitation was 

fufficient to renew it in the fame water. You 

know the various theories and fpeculations 

which have been offered in explanation of 

this phenomenon, I need not, therefore, {well 

my letter by repeating them. 
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The beautiful appearance of the iris reft- 

ing ina number of {mall circles upon the fur- 

face of the ocean, alfo frequently attracted 

our notice. ‘Thefe were only feen near the 

fhip, and it will occur to you that they 

arofe from the minute particles of water, beat 

off by the veflel, dividing the rays of light, 

and caufing them to fall upon the fea in the 

form of rich and diftinét rainbows. They 

are often extremely brilliant, and are feen, 

as it were, lying in numbers upon the 

water. 

The very beautiful rifing and fetting of 

the fun and the moon were the frequent 

and admired fubjeéts of our contemplation, 

Viewed from a Weft India fea, the furface of 

thefe orbs does not appear, like a mere plane 

fixed in the heavens, as in Europe, but their 

_ convexity, and globular form are feen very 

| diftin&ly. When rifing they appear as de- 

tached globes protruding from the deep: at 

fetting they refemble diftin@ fpheres finking, 
or rather dropping, divefted of their rays, 
into the ocean. 
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The moon is brighter than in England, 

and refleGts a clearer light. When only a 

few days old the whole orb is vifible—not 

decked in uniform brightnefs, as when it is 

at the full, but with the great body in fhade, 

while the horned edge, alone, is drefled in 

filver. 

The appearance of the weftern fky was 

likewife an object of novelty to us. By day 

the whole canopy is one fine azure expanfe, 

bright and unclouded ; but, at evening, dark 

mountainous clouds accumulate, and, gather- 

ing into deep heavy mafles, impend in awful 

majefty of form over the horizon. 



LETTER XX. 

“luthor continues to addrefs his friend, but cannot fend away 

his letters. Lord Sheffield vifited by anxious crowds 1 

queft of news. Perilous fate of St. Vincent and Grenada. 

Guadaloupe reinforced. Erench gafconade. Enemy's frt- 

gates and cruifers infeft the coaft of Barbadoes. Lofs of 

the Lada frigate. Brunfwick detached with troops to 

«St. Vincent. The loft Stanley fafe in Carlifle Bay, alfo 

nine or ten other tranfports of the December convoy: Au- 

thor and his comrades go on [bore at Barbadoes. Remarks 

upon, the novelty of the fcene. Vifit to an American flave 

Joip - - - toa Liverpool Guinea-man. 

Carlifle Bay, Feb, 

In purfuance of my promife I ftill dire my 

pen towards you, notwithftanding the uncer- 

tainty when I may be able to fend away my let- 

ters. On account of the repeated difafters of 

the fleet, and the fad delays that have occurred, 

you will believe that we, who have had the 

good fortune to complete our paffage, are 

extremely anxious to make known to our 

friends that we are in fafety : but, as though 

the diftaff of the fates were thrown out to en- 

tangle us in vexation, no opportunity offers 

of conveying intelligence to Europe. A packet 
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is eftablifhed to fail, from England every 
fortnight ; but none has reached Barbadoes, 

for many weeks paft.; and the inhabitants are 

looking out, with anxious folicitude, for fe- 

veral which remain due: nor is it expected 

that any mail will be made up for England 

until fome of thefe arrive. 

should any merchantman fail, I will avail 

myfelf of that opportunity to forward to you 

this letter, together with thofe written upon 

the pailage: but of this I have very little hope, 

as no unprotected veffel can venture to fea 

without extreme peril, on account of the ene- 

my’s cruifers. 

The period is critical and important. 

News from each fhore of the Atlantic, to its 

oppofite, is fought with the moft lively an- 

—xiety. While youare looking to us for tidings 

of ourfelves, of our fcatrered fleet, and of en- 

-dangered iflands; we, unable to relieve your 

fufpenfe, are looking to you, with no lefs 

anxiety for intelligence of England and of 

Europe. The avidity for news, which, here, 

difplays itfelf, is vivid beyond all I can exprefs, 
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Our anchor was not ‘dropped, indeed we had 

{carcely entered the harbour before a variety 

of people came out, in boats, to meet us, and, 

fcrambling on board, afked the news in fuch 

hurried folicitude as fcarcely to wait a reply, 

before each queftion was followed by another. 

What news? what news? what news of the 

fleet? what news of England? what news 

from the Continent? were all uttered in fuch 

rapid fuccefiion, that the only anfwer we 

could properly make, ferved as a general re- 

ply - - - ‘None! we have been nine weeks at 

fea, and bate every intelligence to feek—none 

to give.” 7 

Our abrupt vifitors were extremely dif 

appointed, when, inftead of being able to fa- 

tisfy them, they foundthat we wereequally fo- 

licitous to demand news of our convoy, of 

the Iflands, and of the failing of the packet 

for England. You will readily imagine that 

from the critical ftate of Europe, on the one 

hand, and the perilous fituation of the Hands, 

ontheother, together with the long interrupted 

communication between them, each party, - 

» partaking all the anxiety of the period, was 
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more defirous to afk queftions, than to offer 

replies. | 

We could impart nothing fatisfactory ; 

and the information we acquired was not 

very gratifying. ‘The following were the 

leading circumftances which we colleéted at 

the moment. Grenada, we were told, was, 

almoft wholly, in pofleffion of the brigands: 

St. Vincent in imminent danger from the 

Charibs: and Guadaloupe, if not St. Lucie, 

{fo ftrengthened by reinforcements from France 

as to bid us defiance.’ As a fpecimen of 

French gafconade, I may tell you what is. 

reported to be the prefent language of that 

infolent democratic tyrant, Victor Hugues : 

“* Let them come! let the general lead hither. 

his troops ! we will invite them afhore ; nay! 

we will lay planks to their veffels that they 

may not wet their feet in vifiting us, and 

when we have them here we will teach them 

who is Victor: we will give the officers their 

favorite toaft, and accommodate them with 

fpeedy promotion.”’ Such is faid to be the 

idle boafting of this man, in confequence of the 

reinforcements lately arrived from Europe. 
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Two French frigates, and hordes of pri- 

vateers had been cruifing, with too much fuc- 

cefs, again{t our fcattered tranfports and mer- 

chantmen. The frigates had lately been 

daring enough to look into the harbour of 

Carlifle Bay, and the Charon of 44 guns 

armed en flute, one of the earlieft arrivals of 

the Spithead fleet, had been fent out, with La 

Pique frigate, in purfuit of them. 

The Leda frigate, employed to convoy 

a fleet of victuallers from Cork, had, been 

upfet in a gale, and, unhappily, funk to the bot- 

tom, with all hands on board, feven only 

excepted. Thefe had fince arrived in. one of 

the victuallers, at Barbadoes; but feveral of 

the convoy, left unprote@ed by this fatal ac- 

cident, had been captured by the enemy’s 

craters. 

The commander in chief was fill un- 

heard of ; nor was there any accurate intelli- 

gence of the fleet, although a few ftrageling 

‘weffels had arrived. ‘ 

This was the fum of the news that ereet- | 
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ted our arrival at Barbadoes. But gloomy 
as it was, the diftrefsful feelings it produced 
were, in fome degree, alleviated by our learn- 

ing, foon afterwards, that the Brunfwick, 

which had been ordered to proceed with 

troops to the relief of St. Vincent, had ar- — 

rived moft opportunely to fave the ifland : 

and that the Stanley, which had failed with 

the firft fleet in November, and was fuppofed 

~ to have been loft, during the difaftrous ftorm 

which arofe in the channel, had arrived fafe in 

Carlifle bay, on Chriftmas day, being the only 

fhip of the November convoy that made good 

her paflage ; and, further, that nine or ten of 

the veflels of the December convoy had 

reached Barbadoes in fafety, with upwards of 

two thoufand troops on board. | 

The inhabitants, who” beft knew the 
{tate of the neighbouring iflands, were ex- 

tremely anxious to fee thefe troops employed ; 

and, on this account, they were looking out, 
with double anxiety, for the arrival of the 

commander in chief. 

‘The delight we felt on the glad occafion 

VOLs I, Q, 
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of fetting our feet, again, upon terra firma was 

more exquilite than I can exprefs ; and it was 

highly augmented by the novelty that fur- 

rounded us. The houfes, the ftreets, the 

people, the fruit, fifh, and vegetables, the 

trees, the fields, every thing before us, was 

hew. The very means of labour and amufe- 

ment were novel, and all combined to indicate 

the change we had made—all befpake our re- 

moval from a northern to a tropical latitude. 

We gazed on all we met, and all we pafled. 

- Obje&ts: which, at other moments, had been 

trifling and unimportant, now called forth 

our attention. The eye of curiofity fuffered 

nothing to efcape. Ideas crowded upon our - 

minds in fuch rapid fucceflion, that the confu- 

fion of chaos feemed to be ‘renewed. The 

univerfal metamorphofis that furrounded us 
prevented our digefling the feene, which pre- 
fented itfelf, into any thing of order or ar-_ 
rangement: yet was the whole uncommonly 

gratifying ; and, without being able to dif- 
criminate, we contemplated, in a fort of 
pleafing reverie, this feeming change of 
worlds, Complex as are the feelings of fuch 

a moment, | have often withed that they 
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were lefs fleeting, or could more frequently 

recur ; for, upon fuch occafions, the mind 

_feems to enjoy unparalleled delight; and to 

dwell with rapture, on objects which, under 

other circumftances, would pafs unheeded . 

by. 

We took our umbrellas in our hands, by 

way of parafols, but found lefs occafion for 

them than we had been taught to expect ; for 

although the heat was greater, by feveral de- 

grees, in Bridge Town than in the harbour, | 

we did not feel, from it, any degree of lan- 

guor or oppreflion. -A pleafant breeze coun- 

teracted the ardent rays of the fun ; and, at 

our firft vifit, we rambled, for two hours, about 

the town, to the barracks, and into the fields, 

with far lefs inconvenience from heat, than I 

have often experienced in the clofe and fultry 

days of England, . 

It will be quite within your recollection 

how long, and how much I have wifhed to 

vifit the fhips trading to Africa, and to witnefs 

perfonally, the manner of treating thofe poor 

beings of fable fkin, who are torn from their 

Q2 
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native home, by the iron-hand of commerce, 
to be tranfported to a home of flavery ; and 

you will be pleafed to learn that in this wifh, 

“I have had an early opportunity of being 

gratified. A flave fhip, belonging to North — 

America, and bound to Savanna in Georgia, 

had arrived from the coaft of Guinea juft be- 

fore we came into harbour, and was lying 

very near to us, with a cargo of negroes on 

board. Fearing fhe might fail for America, 

and being unwilling to lofe the firft occafion 

that offered, of adminiftering to a curiofity 

which beat ftrong in our breafts, Mafter, Cleg- 

horn, and myfelf took off a boat, the morning 

after we came to anchor, and went ‘to vilit 

the Guinea-man. We confidered ourfelves 

fortunate in finding both the mafter and mate 

of the thip difpofed to fhew us every civility, 

and to indulge us in ready reply to. the 

gueftions which our curlolity fuggefted. 

A litde before they made Carlifle bay 

they had been taken out of their thip, and 
detained a whole night, on board an Englifh 
frigate, while their papers were examined, 

under the fufpicion that the veffel and cargo 
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were Dutch property : but the property being 

proved to be American, they were releafed, 

and the fhip is now taking in water, prepa- 
ratory to purfuing her voyage down to si! 
{tate of Georgia. ? 

The cargo confifted of a hundred and 

thirty flaves, of whom two-thirds were males, 

and one-third females. The two fexes were 

kept feparate by a partition, or bulk-head, 

built from fide to fide, acrofs the fhip; allot- 

ting the waiff to the men, and to the women, 

the guarterdeck. A great majority of them 

were very young, being from ten to eighteen 

years of age. We were pleafed to obferve 

that an air of cheerfulnefs and contentment 

prevailed among them. In a few only we re- 

marked defpondency,.and dejection of coun- 

tenance. Both fexes were without apparel, 

having ‘only a narrow band of blue cloth put 

round the wailt, and brought to faften before, 

fo.as to ferve the office of the fir-leaf, worn 

_ by our firft parents, in the fruitful garden of 

Eden. As we walked through the different 

groups of them, they fixed their eyes + upon 

us, with feeming curiofity; and fome of the 

Q5 
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boys, like thofe of fairer fkin, were inclined 

to be playful, and to exhibit youthful tricks. 

One or two of the females, unchecked by the 

referve of education, accafionally glanced an 

expreflive look, or difplayed a fignificant 

gefture. Many of them had marks upon the 

fkin which appeared to have been made with 

a cutting inftrument. Thefe, we learned, 

were diftinclive of the nation to which they 

had belonged, Some had ‘their teeth cut, or 

filed to fharp points, giving them a very 

hideous, and canine appearance. They looked 

well fed and healthy, although fome of them 

had an eruption, called the cra-cra upon the 

fkin. 

Their fleeping births were the naked 
boards. Divided into two crowded parties, 
they repofed, during the night, upon the 
bare planks below—the males on the main- 
deck—the females upon the deck of the aft 
cabin, In the day-time they were not al- 
lowed to remain in the place where they 
had flept, but were kept. moftly upon the 
open deck, where they were made to exercife, 
and encouraged by the mufic of their loved 
banjar, to dancing and cheerfulnefs, 
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We faw them dance, and heard them fing, 
- In dancing they fcarcely moved their feet, 

but threw about their arms, and twifted and 

writhed their bodies into a multitude of dif- 
eufting and indecent attitudes. Their fong 

was a wild and favage yell, devoid of all 
foftnefs and harmony, and loudly chanted 
in harfh monotony. 

Their food is chiefly rice, which they 

prepare by plain and fimple boiling. At 

the time of mefling they fquat round the 

bowl in large bodies, upon their heels and | 

haunches, like monkies, each putting his 

paws into the platter to claw out the rice with 

his fingers.. We faw feveral of them ems 

ployed in beating the red hufks off the rice, 

which was done by pounding the grain in 

wooden mortars, with wooden peftles, fuf- _ 

ficiently long to allow them to ftand upright 

while beating in mortars placed at their feet. 

This appeared to. be a labour of cheerfulnefs. 

They beat the peftle in tune to the fong, 

and feemed happy; yet nothing of in- 

duftry marked their toil, for the pounding 

was performed by, indolently, raifing the 

Q. 4+ 
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pettle and then leaving it to fall from its own 

weight. | | 

I am moft happy to conclude my report 

of this vifit by informing you that we difcover- 

ed no marks of thofe horrors and cruelties, faid 

to be practifed on board the fhips occupied in 

this fad traffic of human flefh ; and which are 

reprefented as fo frightfully augmenting the 

manifold ills of flavery. Chains, {tripes, and 

feverities did not feem to have bee nin the 

catalogue of means employed in conveying 

thefe poor Africans to their American matters. 

Our minds, neceflarily, fuffered in contempla~ 

ting the degrading practices of civilized beings 

towards the lefs cultivated brethren of their 

{pecies: but the eye was not fhocked by the 

abufes of tyranny and inhumanity. The 

comfort and health of the flaves were pro- 

moted with every care. Being fond of wath- 

ing in cold water, they were encouraged ta 

the free ufe of it ; and their perfons, as well as 

the whole of the fhip, were kept remarkably 

clean. ‘They were plentifully fed; and, in 

the day-time, were difperfed aboutthe fhip, fo, » 

as to be prevented, as much as poflible, from 
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allembling together, in clofe unwholefome 

crowds. Mirth and gaiety were promoted 

among them: they were roufed to bodily 

exercife, and care was ufed to divert their 

minds from dwelling upon their change of - 

ftate, and lofs of home: and I may truly fay, 

that a more general air of _ contentment 

zelgened among them than could have been 

expected. While many were dancing and 

finging, and playing together, others were 

giving their affiflance in working the fhip; 

and, we even learned that feveral of them had | 

made themielves highly ufefulon the paflage, 

and were already becoming expert failors. 

They all feemed to regard the mafter of 

the veflel more in affeCtion than fear; and, 

although firiGly obedient, they did not ap- 
pear to be at all under the influence of terror. 

Crowded in fome degree, they, neceflarily, 

muft be, particularly in the place where 

they flept; but every attention was paid 

to prevent the injury which might derive 

from it; and to keep them in health, 

We went down below to fee their place 
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of repofe, where the hard planks formed one 

common bed, and each individual employed 

his arm as his pillow. The men could not 

ftand between decks, without ftooping ; and 

when they lay down, the boards were fo 

clofely fpread, that it was fcarcely poflible to 

fet a foot between their naked bodies. They 

were always taken upon deck early in the 

morning,and the fleeping birth was thoroughly 

leaned and wathed ; but ftill it was highly 

offenfive to European olfaCtories ; and plainly 

indicated, that were it not for the great atten- 

tion paid to cleanlinefs and ventilation, difeafe 

mutt inevitably be generated. Their naked- 

nefs is, perhaps, theirbeft fecurity; for although 

they had neither bed-clothes, nor perfonal 

covering, nor any kind of baggage, or furni- © 

ture in the place, we perceived: that all the 

cleaning and airing employed could not fub- 

due the ftench created by their fleeping toge- 

ther in fuch crowded heaps. 

Although they are fond of wafhing, and 

feem to have fome fenfe of perfonal cleanli- 

néfs, they have none of cleanlinefs of place, 

nor of common decency : for, notwithftanding 
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the ftriGteft injunGions againft it, they cannot 
always be prevented from the filthy habit of 

 depofiting their natural excretions upon the 

{pot where they fleep. 

The wool of their heads forms a thick 

cover for vermin, of which they have, com-. 

monly, a fwarming abundance; therefore to 

_prevent this, and to further the rules of clean-. 

linefs, all their heads had been thaved: but 

this, we were told, had deprived them of one 

great fource of occupation and amufement 3 

it being a fingular pleafure to them to fit down 

in pairs, for hours together, to enjoy the | 

focial feaft of picking each other’s heads, and 

afterwards twifting and plaiting the wool into 

a variety of forms. 

| The pleafure we had experienced from 

finding thefe poor blacks in a ftate of ap- 

parent contentment, and, with refpect to the 

reported cruelty, enjoying a degree of compa- 

_rative comfort, was fucceeded by feelings of 

horror, on hearing the relation of an infur- 

— retion which had taken place, on board the 

{hip, previous to their failing from the coaft of 
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Africa. Many of the negroes being detained 

on board for a confiderable time while the 

cargo was completing, and lying, during this 

period, within fight of their native fhore, from 

which, and, perhaps, from their wives and 

families, they were about to be torn for ever, 

had grown indignant even to defperation, and 

rifine upon the fhip’s company, murdered the 

mafter and mate, who then belonged to the 

veffel, and wounded feveral of the men: nor 

was it until after a very fevere and bloody 

conteft that they were overcome; when the 

ting-leaders were put to death, as an example 

to deter others from again revolting. One 

of the failors fhewed us three defperate wounds 

which he had received on the face, the breaft, 

and the arm, from the ftroke of an axe, with 

which one of the blacks ‘had, juft before, 

ftruck off the captain’s head. 

The next day, after our vifit to the 

American flave-fhip, an opportunity offered of 

feeing one of our own nation—a Liverpool 

Guinea-man—a fhip of much greater burden, 

fitted out exprefsly for the trade, with a fuffi- 

‘eient number of hands and of guns on board 
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to protect her againft the enemy’s privateers ; 

and calculated for a cargo of five hundred 

flaves. | 

We were taught to believe that we 

fhould find the negroes much better accom- 

modated in this, than in the American fhip; 

but we could not obferve that the fuperiority. 

was either great, or flriking. Although the 

‘veilel was larger, the number of flaves was 

more than proportionally greater. In other. 

refpeGs the accommodations were nearly 

equal. The Liverpool fhip was kept re. 

markably clean ; but the American was not lefs 

fo ; and, between the decks, the American fhip | 

was the moft commodious, being higher, and 

having more room in proportion to the cargo, 

from: which the flaves had. the advantage of 

being lefs clofe and confined during the 

night. | 

In the fleeping place of the Englifh 

veflel we could not ftand up without ftooping 

almoft double :—in each the men and women 

were kept feparate~—in both their food was 

rice; and in both they flept naked upon the 

| * 



238 

naked planks, crowded together like fheep in 

a fold. ee, | 

The mofi ftriking difference that occurred 

to our obfervation was, that the flaves of the 

Liverpool fhip were of blacker and fmoother 

{kin than the others, and all of them free from 

that dirty eruption, the cra-cra; but upon 

our noticing this better appearance of one 

cargo than the other, the apparent fupe- 

rlority was inftantly explained to us, by the 

obfervation that the Liverpool veffel had 

reached her deftined port, and that her cargo 

had been made up, for market, by having their 

{kins dreffed over three or four times with a 

compound of gun-powder, lime-juice and oil 

—a preparation which not only deftroys the 

era-cra, and gives the fkin, a fmooth, black, 

and polifhed appearance, but likewife renders it 

{leek and fine: and it was further remarked 

that the cargo of the American fhip would 

be made to look as well, before they reached 

the port where they were to be expofed for 
fale. 
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LETTER XX. 

Author and bis comrades live on beard foip at Barbadoes. 

Accommedation of a Barbadoes tavern. Method of cooling 
liquors. Porter better than in England. Tavern waite 

ers. Black and mulatto hofleffes. Privilege of female 

attendants. Bar-maid at Mary Bella Green’sy Law 

, concerning the children of flaves. Women of colour not diga 

nified with the title of miftrefs. Converfation with two fea 
male flaves. ae 

: Carlifle Bay, Feb. 

~ From the details I gave you of our te- 

dious voyage, you will learn, with furprize, 

that we ftill continue to live on board fhip. 
But to this we have many inducements. It 

is much cooler in the harbour, than it is in 

Bridge Town ; we are much lefs annoyed with 

mufquitoes; and, from our belonging to the 

St. Domingo ftaff, and being in daily expec- 

tation of receiving orders to proceed to that 
ifland, we are, at all moments, ready to move, 

and without the rifk of leaving our baggage 

behind; moreover, by living on board, while 

we are detained to windward, our fea-habits 

are continued, and perhaps we may thereby 
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avoid the tormenting ficknefs of a fecond 

voyage. 

We have a regular mefs eftablifhed. 

Every morning we go. or fend to market for 

provifions ; and our domeftic arrangements 

are better regulated, and in more of com- 

fort than if we were on fhore. Occafionally 

we dine, and fpend the whole, or part of a 

day at Bridge Town, but we never fail to re- 

turn on board to fleep. 

We find that the accommodations of a 

Weft India tavern, although not precifely what » 

a Bond-ftreet lounger would expect in St. 

James’s-ftreet, or a high-fed alderman in the 

city, are by no means defpicable: and you 

know that I am enough a foldier, and a tra- 

| veller, rather'to court the varieties we meet, 

than to repine, and regard them as hardthips, 

becaufe they are not, in every feature, the fame 

as we are accuftomed to in England. 

But you have defired to be told of thefe 

varieties as they occur, and | have an early op- 
portunity of trying your patience—Our 
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fir dinner on fhore was at a tavern in Bridge 

Town, kept by a mulatto woman, Mary 

_ Bella Green. Plenty prevailed. The crowd- 

ed table {moked with fith, a piece of boiled 

beef, a pepper-pot, a turkey, fome roafted veal, - 

-and a quarter of mutton, with feveral dif 

ferent kinds of puddings, and quite an affort- 

ment of vegetables, of eight or nine dif- 

ferent {pecies—European and tropical. Our 

liquors were—moft excellent bottled. porter, 
good Madeira, tolerable claret, and very fine 

Noyeau. In the defert we were fadly difap- 

‘pointed, for, inftead of the fine tropical fruits 
we had expected, three or four of the very 

common and inferior {pecies were fet before 

us, unripe, and bad in quality: viz. goavas, 

bananas, and four-fops, with fome tough, and 

bitter fhaddocks—to any, and all of: which, 

the commoneft apples, or goofeberries of 

Europe had been preferable. But Barbadoes 

is not an ifland abounding in the finer fruits 

of the climate, hence we do not judge of the 

delicious produdtions of the Weft Indies by 

this ill-chofen fample. 

Our party, for whom we had ordered 

‘dinner, confifted of nine perfons, but upom 

VOL. I. R 
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coming to table, we found covers for fifteen, 

and learned that, inftead of giving us a private 

dinner, as we had direted, they had put us 

into a large public room, and ferved a kind of 

table d’bote. Not being prepared for this ar- 

rangement, we remonftrated againft it, and, 

with fome difficulty, prevailed in having the 

extra-covers removed ; but we foon perceiv- 

ed that we had aS) little by thus inter-— 

rupting the cufloms of the houfe: for they, 

direily, fpread another table in the fame 

room, and, fetting down the fix ftrangers clofe 

by us, divided the dinner, they had drefled, 

between the two parties. 

In making out their bill for payment, 
they do not detail the feparate articles of the 

dinner, the number of bottles of wine, the 

different plates of fruit, @&c. as in England, 

but put down the whole fum, under the three 
general items of dinner, wine, and fruit ; and, 

at any houfe you are accuftomed to ufe, if 
you call, occafionally, in a morning to reft, 
or to take fhelter from the fun, or rain, they 
give you a glafs of lemonade, or of coco-nut 
water, with a “very welcome,’ and confi- 
der themfelves rewarded, by the payment 
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you make when you take dinner at the | 
houfe. Nor is the demand for this at all ex- 
travagant, except, in fo far as regards the 
the bad fruit. We paid adollar each for din- 
ner ; the fame for the wine ; and half a dollar 
for the defert. 

They make the wine and porter very 
pleafantly cool, by putting the bottles in 
wet cloth bags, and placing them in the 

open windows, for fome time before din- 

ner; taking care to fprinkle them, occafion- 

ally, with water, as they ftand expofed to 

the breeze. A very rapid evaporation is 

thus produced, and, confequently, far more 

heat carried off, than by merely fetting the 

bottles cold in water. © The porter is fo high- 
ly improved by the climate, and rendered 

fo pleafant, by this method of cooling, as 

to be very fuperior to any that is drank in 

England. 

The attendants of the table are very nu- 

merous, black and yellow, male and female— 

perhaps too numerous to ferve you well: for 

they are badly regulated, and the duty of one 

R 2 
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being the duty of all,it is not regarded as the 

particular duty of either, and, confequently, 

is apt to be left unheeded. Each, being idle 

and inactive, waits for another to ftep be- 

fore him, when any thing is called for ; 

and, although you have a crowd of fervants 

round you, it is difficult to obtain what you 

want. 

The females are, ufually, of erect fi- 

gure, and ftately carriage, but they move in 

all the languor of the climate. They ap- 

pear without fhoes and ftockings, in a 

fhort white jacket, and a thin fhort petti- 

coat. They wear a white turban on the 

head ; but the neck and fhoulders are left bare. - 

Silence is not efteemed a neceflary qua- 
lification among them, for they often join, 

with great freedom, and a fad drawling accent, 

in the converfation of the table. This will 

appear to you but little confiftent with the 

referve and abject forbearance of flavery; 

but it is the confequence of the public fitu- 
ation in which thefe women are placed, and 
the familiarity that is commonly ufed towards 
them by ftrangers—to any, or all of whom- St te 
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they are the very obedient, obliging, and mo/f 
convenient oe fervants. 

On firlt making inquiry, refpecting 

the accommodations of the houfe, we were 

furprized to learn their extent, and the facility 

with which they are attainable. A bed 

may be had for half a dollar per night, or 

three dollars per week ; and, for an additional 

fum well underftood, the choice of an attend- 

ant to draw the curtains. 

The hoftefs of the tavern is, ufually, a 

black, or mulatto woman, who has been the 

favored enamorata of fome Jackra* man; from 

whom fhe has obtained her treedom, and per- 

haps two or three flaves to aflift her in carry- 

ing on the bufinefs of the houfe; where fhe 

now indulges in indolence, and the good 

things of life, grows fat, and feels herfelf of 

importance in fociety. To thofe who, in 

compliance with the Highgate privilege, 

court her particular attention,’ in preference 

to the more youthful attendants around her, 

fhe is fuppofed not to be violently cruel. 

* The negro term ufed for white, 
R 3 
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It is to her advantage that the female at- 

tendants of her family fhould be as handfome 

as fhe can procure them. Being flaves, the 

only recompence of their fervices, is the food 

they eat, the hard bed they fleep on, and the 

few loofe clothes which are hung upon them. 

One privilege,’ indeed, is allowed them, 

which, you will be fhocked to know, is that 

of tenderly difpofing of their perfons; and 

this ‘offers the only hope they have of pro- 

curing a fum of money, wherewith to purchafe 

their freedom: and the refource among them 

is fo common, that neither fhame nor difgrace 

attaches to it; but, on the contrary, fhe whois 

moft fought, becomes an obje& of envy, and 

is proud of the diftinGtion fhewn her. 

One of our attendants at table, appeared, 

both from her converfation and behaviour, 

to be very fuperior to her degraded ftation. | 

She had nothing of beauty, nor even pretti- » 

nefs of face, but fhe was of good figure, and 
of refpeCtable and interefting demeanor, and, 

in point of intelledt, far above her colleagues. 

Together with gentlenefs of manner, and an 

ealy, pleafant addrefs, the poflefles a degree 
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of underftanding and ability which claim re- 
{fpect. In principle, and in fentiment, the 
appeared virtuous; and, from the franknefs 
of her replies, it was evident that fhe knew 
no fenfe of wrong in her condu&. We 

could not but lament that the imperious 

habits of the country did not allow of her 

being placed as a more refpectable member 

of fociety. 

This woman is the great fupport of 

the houfe—the bar-maid, and leading ma- 

nager of the fainily. Her miftrefs had re- 

fufed to take a, hundred guineas for her; 

which, fhe afflured us, had been offered by 

a gentleman who would have purchafed 

her. She has a very lively interefting little 

daughter, a Meftee about four years old. 

- Of this child the fpake with great tendernefs, 

and appeared to bear it all the fond attachment 

of an affeGionate parent. Yet, as the infant 

was born in flavery, fhould the mother, by 

any means, obtain her own freedom, the can- 

not claim her child ; but mutt leave it, ftill the 

difpofable property of her miiirefs, equally 

R 4 
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liable to be fold as any other piece of furni- 

ture in the houfe: for, in Barbadoes, the. off- 

fpring of a woman in flavery becomes the ab- 

folute property of the owner to whom the 

mother belongs, whether it be black, yellow, 

or white ; as the law knows no period when 

the child of a flave fhall be born free, how- 

ever removed from the African: nor can 

the mother, under any circumftances of 

fubfequent liberation, claim her infant 

from its owner, even though it fhould 

be of fairer fkin than the faireft European. 

Thus are the natural ties of our fpecies 

torn afunder; and the deareft attachments, 

and pureft aifeftions of the heart cruelly 

broken down! Babes are feparated from their 

parents, and mothers robbed of their children, 

by this unatural appropriation of human fub- 

{tance ! | 

The manners, and the circumftances 

attending the fituation of this mulatto were 

{trongly interefting. Her whole deportment 

befpake a degree of delicacy and refine- 

ment, tugether witha fuperiority of mind and 
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underftanding! Her intelligence and quick- 
nefs of perception affured us that fhe had ta- 
lents capable of high improvement ; and it is 
probable, that had fortune fo placed her in 
life, as to have offered her the acquire- 

“ments of a chafte and cultivated education, 

this woman, notwithftanding the color of 

her fkin, had madea faithful and virtuous. 

wife ; been an ornament to her friends and 

fociety ; and a bleffing to the man who 

fhould have made herthe partner of his hours, 

The taverns are commonly known by. 

the names of the perfons who keep them.. 

The moft frequented, at Bridge Town, are 

thofe of Nancy Clarke, and Mary Bella 

Green; the former a black—the latter a mu- 

latto woman. Mrs. Clarke, or Mrs. Green 

would fcarcely be known! A party is faid to 

dine at Mary Bella Green’s, or at Nancy 

Clarke’s—or, more concifely, at Mary Bella's 

or at Nancy’s.—The title Mrs—feems to be 

referved, folely, for the ladies from Europe,. 

and the white creoles, and to form a diftinc- 
| 

] 
tion between them and the women of color of 

all clafles and defcriptions—none of whom, 
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of whatever fhade or degree, are dignified 

with this appellation. 

In the evening, after taking our firft 

dinner on fhore,-Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf 

made a walk to vifit the hofpitals and bar- 
racks at St. Anne’s Hill; and, on our way back 

to Bridge Town, we wereaccofted bytwo negro 

girls of refpectable appearance, fittingupon the 

fiep of a gentleman’s gateway, by the road fide. 

Being juft arrived in a land of flavery, 

and feeling defirous to converfe with the Afri- 

cans, and their defcendants, in order to afcer- 

tain whether any deficiency of intelle@, or 

inferiority of natural capacity was obfervable 

among them, we gladly detained ourfelves, 

for fome minutes, in converfation with thefe 

decent-looking young flaves. They were 

the property of the gentleman, at whofe 

gate they were fitting ; and were employed 

as houfe fervants, ar as they are here termed, 

“+ Loufe-wenches *,” in his family. 

Trifling as it is, I give you the conver 

* Domeftics of the kitchen, not flaves of the field. : | 
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fation as it pafled, divefting it only of the 
broken accent, with which our language is. 

_ fpoken by the negroes: It will ferve to thew 
you that the replies were not inappofite; and 
perhaps not inferior to what might have 
been expected, from the common order of 
people in Europe. One of the girls was 

about fixteen, the other eighteen years of 
age. They converfed with eafe and affability, 

but were very refpectful and unaffuming, 

and their whole condu@& might have done 

credit even to European fervants, not of the 

jowelt clafs. 

On our afking to whom they belonged, 

hey replied “ We belong to Col. B’s. lady.” — 

Is this Col. B’s houle? “* Yes; but the Col. is 

not at home—he is goneto England.” How 

does it happen that you are fitting here, in- 

ftead of being in the houfe at work? “ Our 

work, for to-day, is finifhed, and we came to 
the gate to fee the ftrangers, as they pafs 

by.” What ftrangers? “ The ftrangers, who 
are come with the army, from old England.” 

Do you like.to meet ftrangers? “ Oh! yes, 

yes!” And to talk with them? “ Yes, if 
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they talk with us.” Are the people, here, 

kind to ftrangers? ‘* Ch, yes! it is always our — 

cuftom: every body fhould be more kind to 

ftrangers than to their own people.’ Why 

fo ?—fhould we not be kind to every body? » 

“ Yes! we fhould be kind to every body, 

but we fhould be more kind to ftrangers, 
becaufe they come far from their own home, 

and their friends ; and becaufe we may fome 

time travel ourfelves, and want kindnefs from 

others.” Have you ever been far from your 

home? “No! but, perhaps, we may fome 

” How far have you ever travelled from day. 

your mafter’s houfe? ‘* Never more than five 

miles.” Did you ride or walk? They both 

fmiled, and hung down their heads, looking 

to the ground. No reply could have been 

more expreflive, nor better underflood.— __ 

“ Ride! a flave ride! you are ftrangers here 

indeed! No! we walked, bore our burden 

on our backs, and journied on our naked 

feet !’ We bade them good night, and walked 

on, plealed with the rencontre, 
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LETTER XXIl. 

Meat feld alive in the market at Barbadoes. Cuftom of blow | 
ing the meat. Creoles caution Dr. Cleghorn and the 
author againf? walking. Vifit to a fugar plantation. 
Specimen of the indolent labour of flaves. A wafbing 
party. Indecency of women upon the fireets. Effect of the 
indecent habits of flaves upon the minds of white females. 
Negro cuflom of picking each other’s heads. Savage fight 
between a black woman, and a mulatto woman. 

Carlifle Bay, Feb. 

) T HE office of caterer for the mefs having 

fallen to the lot of your friend, I may tell you 

_. that I fometimes go to Bridge Town, to buy 

living meat for dinnre. You will, perhaps, 

be furprifed to learn that animals are, here, 

brought alive into the market, to be killed 

after the different joints are fold; and, that it 

often happens, that the meat is flaughtered, 

configned to the pot or fpit, brought to table, 

and eaten, without growing cold! 

The very filthy cuftom of blowing the 

meat, is here carried to greater excefs than 

in England... As foon as the calf is dead, a 
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hole is cut through the fkin, near to the hock, 

and a long fharp-pointed ftick, being intro- 

duced, is forced up the whole length of the 

thigh, and the fide, to tear or break down | 

the cellular membrane. This being done, the 

{tick is withdrawn, and one negro puts his 

mouth to the hole and blows in air, while 

another beats, with a cane, upon every part 

of the fkin; which beating and blowing, are 

‘continued until the carcafe founds like a 

drum, and the whole furface is inflated like 

a full-blown bladder—the animal being dif- 

tended to nearly twice its former fize. The 

fkin is then taken off, and the meat diftri- 

buted to the purchafers for immediate ufe. 

Leaving our comrades, Weir, and Ma- 

fter, on board, Cleghorn and myfelf requently 

make excurfions on fhore, and ftroll about. 

the town and the fields, by way of ex~ 

ercife, and of gratifying the ftrong curiofity 

which we feel to fee and know all that ap- 
pertains to the change we have made. In 

thefe ramblings, we often furprize the Weft 

Indians, by, what they term, the dangerous 

extent of our walks; and they aflure us that, a 
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few months hence, we thall be little inclined 
to ufe fuch violent exercife. A walk of five or 
fix miles appears to them éremendous: but 
we fuffer no inconvenience from it, and, per- 

haps, without being, yet, well able to judge, 
‘we fancy that much of the languor and in- 

aGtivity of the Creoles and creolifed, might be 
prevented, and ftronger health enjoyed, were 

they to accuftom themfelves, more freely, to 

habits of exercife. Againft our theory they - 

urge experience, remarking that all Euro- 

peans, however fond of ufing much exercife, 

on their firft arrival, gradually lapfe into 

the fame indolent indulgence as the natives. 

In one of thefe excurfions we, lately, 

‘made a firft vifit to a fugar eftate, in the 

hope of feeing the works, and witnefling 
the mode of making the fugar ; but we were 

difappointed, by finding that none of the 

flaves were at work, and that the manager 

was from home, with the keys of the boiling 

houfe in his pocket. .We had, however, 

fome compenfation in being allowed to walk 
into an excellent garden, adjoining the houfe, 

where we were gratified with the novelty 
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of feeing a number of the tropical fruits, and - 

obferving the garden hedge, which was form- 

ed of a bufh bearing immenfe quantities of 

a fpecies of cherry, of a very pleafant flavor. 

From this walk we returned to Bridge 

- Town, by way of Pilgrim, the refidence of 

the governor—a pleafant home, fituated 

upon an elevated {pot, about a mile from the 

Town. Near this place our attention was ar- 

refted by a party of flaves, or, according to 

the language of the ifland, a gang of negroes, 

who were employed in making a road to the 

governor's houfe. . It was the firft large body 

of flaves we had met with, toiling at their re- 

gular employment, immediately under the 

Jafh of the whip; and we could not but 

remark that the manner of executing the 

‘tafk afforded a ftriking example of the in- 

dolence of climate, and of flavery. | Nothing 

of diligence, nor induftry appeared among ; 

them ; and, verily, but little of bodily labor 
was expended. They feemed almoft too idle 

to raile the hammer, which they let fall by 

its own weight, repeating the blow feveral 

times, upon the fame fione, until it was, 
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broken to pieces. A mulatto overfeer at- 
tended them, holding a whip at their backs ; 
but he had every appearance of being as 
much a ftranger to induftry, as the negroes ; 
who proceeded very indolently, without 
feeming to be at all apprehenfive of the 
driver or his whip, except when he made 
it fall acrofs them in ftripes. 

In proportion to the work done by 

Englifh laborers, and the price, ufually, 

paid for it, the labor of thefe flaves could 

not be calculated at fo much as twopence 

per day; for almoft any two men in Eng= 

Jand would, with the greateft eafe, do as 

much work ina given time, as was performed 

by a dozen of thefe indolent meager-looking 

beings. 

In one of our late -perambulations, we 

fell in with a party of negro women, wafh- — 

ing linen, at the opening of a river near the 

fea; and a more difgufting fight I do not 

recolle& ever to havé beheld. ‘They were 

old women, of ftrong-marked, and very 

hideous African countenance; and had no 
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regard to decency either of manner, or per- 
fon. Their bodies were naked, fave a bit of 

blue cloth folded round the loins, and 

brought between the legs, from behind, to 

faften before. As they ftooped down, to 

dip the linen in the river, many of them ex- 

pofed the crowded and callous efcars of re- 

peated punifhment; and when they moved 

themfelves in rubbing the clothes, or beating 

them upon the large ftones before them, 

their long flaccid breafls fell over their arms, 

or hung in loofe mafles of corrugated fkin 

flapping upon their bodies, fo as to cre- 

ate a moft difgufting and abhorrent appear- 

ance. 

It has alfo happened to us to witnefs 

another {pecies of indelicacy among the negro 

women, which is extremely offenfive to an 
_ European eye. Regardlefs of decency, and _ 
of the crowd they meet, they are fometimes 

feen drawing their naked, pendulous breafts 

as they walk along, and fpilling their milk 

_upon the public ftreets. ° 

You will, perhaps, be more fhocked 

& 
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than furprized that fuch-like indecencies 
fhould occur among the flaves ; but you will 
join in my regret that they fhould happen be- 
fore the eyes of European wives, and fpin- 

~ fters; and you will lament the fad effee& 
which the frequent recurrence of fuch of- 
fenfive fcenes muft, neceflarily, have in de- 
{troying that modeft delicacy of fentiment, 
which renders fo truly lovely, while it fo 
much exalts the female mind. 

Of this baneful effe&, I am forry to have 

it in my power to mention to you a {triking 

example, which lately occurred to my no- 

tice. Being in company with a large party 

of Europeans, and white creoles, male and 

female, hufbands, wives, widows, maidens, 

and ftrangers, at the time when the party 

was aflembled, during the fhort moment 

before dinner, a {weet little babe, only a few 

- months old, was brought into the room, by 

its black nurfe, to be exhibited to the com- 

pany: when the woman, who, with the ex- . 

ception of one fhort petticoat, was in per- 

fe&t nudity, was defired, before all prefent, 

to fuckle the child ; and its mother and grand- 

& 2 
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- mother, two of the moft refpectable ladies 

we have met, fince we left. England, in order 

to pleafe “ little bab,” amufed themfelves 

by flapping, prefling, fhaking about, and 

playing with the long black breafts of the 

flave, with very indelicate familiarity, before 

the whole company ; and without feeming to 

be at all fenfible, that it was, in any degree, 

indecent or improper ! 

In all corners of the ftreets we meet 

with the filthy fight of pairs of negroes, of 

both fexes, fitting and lying about, with their 

heads in each other’s laps, picking out the 

{warms of vermin which occupy their wool. 

This, as we had been told on board the 

flave fhips, feems to be a feaft of delight to 

the blacks, whether in freedom, or in fla- 

very. 

One day in pafling along the ftreet, we 

chanced to fee a fight between two women 

‘of colour, one a negro, the other a mulatto. 

The crowd, about them, was very great, and 

European curiofity induced us to wait the 

refult ; but we have no defire to witnefs fuch 
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another conteft. You can have no concep- 
tion of the brutal and favage means which 
were ufed by thefe women to injure each 
other. Not only biting, pinching, flapping, 

and {cratching were employed ; but with the 

more horrid vengeance of the American 
gouchers, and in the moft cold and deliberate 
manner, did each of thefe females thruft her 

thumb or fingers into the nofe, mouth, and 

eyes, of the other, ftriving, inall the bitternefs 

and cruelty of favage nature, to tear to pieces, 

to blind, or to maim her opponent. 

I feel that this letter will be more : 

painful than: amufing to you; and almoft fear 

that you will charge me with having looked. 

out for unpleafant and diftrefsful events! But 

I may affure you that, without going in 

fearch of them, they have accidentally fallen 

in my path ; and, as they are ftrong features, I 

cannot reconcile to myfelf to withhoid them 

from you, merely becaufe they are not of fo 

pleafant a nature as I could have withed. 

It is my object, faithfully, to lay before you 

the facts I meet with, whether happy or 

unhappy, in order that you may be enabled 
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to form a juft opinion of the charater 
and habits of thofe among whomI may 

_ chance to be placed, while abfent from Eng 
land. 
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Lil TER: MAIN. 

Sunday a day of feflivity among the flaves. African dance, 

and mufic. Remarks of a Scottifh woman on feeing the 
negroes dance. £racas between a negro man and woman, 

Negro funeral. Faith of flaves in tranfmigration after 

death. Singular expedient to deter them from fuscide. 

 Barbadoes, Feb. 

Ir is Sunday, and, feparated by the wide 

Atlantic, [ take up my pen to hallow the fab- 

bath to my friend. Mentally I am every | 

day in your fociety: but on the fabbath I 

breath a {till warmer afpiration to dear En- 

gland, and fan@ify the with that we were, 

perfonally, nearer. Were you here to parti- 

cipate them with me, the novel fcenes which 

occur to my obfervation would have a double 
intereft, and I fhould find acharm in many 

things which now convey only a languid im- 

preffion. 

Sunday is a day of feftivity among the 

flaves. They are paffionately fond of dancing, 

and the fabbath; ciffering them an interval 

from toil, is, generaily, devoted io their fa- 
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vorite amufement ; and, inftead of remaining 

in tranquil reft, they undergo more fatigue, or 

at leaft more perfonal exertion, during their 

gala hours of Saturday night and Sunday, 

than is demanded from them, in labor, du- 

ring any four days of the week. 

They aflemble, in crowds, upon the 

open green, or in any fquare or corner of the 

town, and, forming a ring in the centre of | 

the throng, dance to the found of their be- 

loved mufic, and the finging of their favorite 

African yell. Both mufic and dance are of 

a favage nature. I have withed myfelf a 

mufician, that I might take down for you 

the notes of their fongs; which are very 

fimple, but harfh and wholly deficient in foft- 

nefs and melody. Afk the fair chantrefs our 

delighting friend ---- the next time you 

meet her, and if ‘fhe be not afraid of diftort- 

ing her fweet countenance, fhe can give you, 

very accurately, all you may with to hear 

of an African fong. 

The inftrumental parts of the band con- 

fit of a fpecies of drum, a kind of rattle, and 
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their ever-delighting Banjar. The firft is a_ 
long hollow piece of wood, with a dried 
fheep- fkin tied over the end; the fecond is a 

calabafh containing a number of {mall ftones, 

fixed to a fhort ftick which ferves as the han- | 

dle; and the third is a coarfe and rough kind © 

of guitar. While one negro ftrikes the Banjar, 

another fhakes the rattle with great force of 

arm, and a third fitting acrofs the body of the 

drum, as it lies lengthwife upon the ground, 

beats and kicks the fheep fkin at the end, in 

violent exertion with his hands and heels, and 

a fourth fitting upon the ground at the other 

end, behind the man upon. the drum, beats 

upon the wooden fides of it with two flicks. 

Together with thefe noify founds, numbers of 

the party of both fexes baw] forth their dear de- 

lighting fong with all pofflible force of lungs ; 

and from the combination, and fout enxfemble of 

the fcene, a fpectator would require only a 

‘flight aid from fancy to tran{port him to the 

favage wilds of Africa. On great occafionsthe 

band is increafed by an additional number 

of drums, rattles, and voices. | 

The dance confifts of ftamping of the 
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feet, twiftings of the body, and a number 

of ftrange indecent attitudes. It is a fevere 
bodily exertion—more bodily indeed than 

you can well imagine, for the limbs have 

little to do init. The head is held ere, or, 

occafionally, inclined a little forward—the 

hands nearly meet before—the elbows are 

fixed, pointing from the fides—and the lower 

extremities being held rigid, the whole perfon 

is moved without lifting the feet from the 

ground. Making the head and limbs fixed 

points, they writhe and turn the body upon 

its own axis, flowly advancing towards each 

other, or retreating to the outer parts of the 

ring. Their approaches, with the figure of 

the dance, and the attitudes and inflexions in 

which they are made, are highly indecent: but 

of this they feem to be wholly unconfcious, for 

the gravity—I might fay the folemnity of 

countenance, under which all this paffes, is pe- 

culiarly ftriking, indeed almoft ridiculous. 

Not a {mile—not a fignificant glance, nor an 

immedeft look efcapes from. either fex: but 

they meet, in very indecent attitudes, under 

the moft fettled, and unmeaning gravity of 
countenance, Occafionally they change the 
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figure by ftamping upon the feet, or making 
amore general movement of the perfon, but 
thefe are only temporary variations; the 

twiftings and turnings of the body feeming 
to conftitute the fupreme excellence of the 

dance. 

For the moft part only two enter the 
ting at a time, but, occafionally, as many as 

three or four! each making a {mall contri- 

bution to the band at the time of ftepping 

into the citcle. They circle, violently, toge- 

ther until one is tired, and when this efcapes 

from the circle another afflumes the place, 

thus continuing to follow, one by one, in 

fucceffion, fo as frequently to keep up the 

dance, without any interval, for feveral hours. 

Both muficians and dancers feem, equal- 
ly, to delight in the amufement. ‘They ex- 

ert themfelves until their naked fkins pour 

off copious ftreams. The band feem to be 

quite infenfible to fatigue, for, in proportion 

as the fluid diftils from their pores, they in- 

creafe their efforts, raifing their voices, and 

beating the drum and the rattle, with ad- 
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ditional violence : and fuch of the {pectators 

whofe olfactories have no relith for African 

_odours, are fadly annoyed by the high 

effenced exhalation which fpreads  itfelf 

around. | 

As I was looking on at one of thefe dances 

I obferved a foldier’s wife, from the north 

of Tweed, gazing with curiofity and aftonith- 

ment, amidft the throng: and feeing her 

features marked with diflatisfaGtion and fur- 

prize, [afked her what fhe thought of the 

African dance. * Oot,” faid the “ts am unco 

way o fpending the fabbath night.’—And on 

my afking her if there were any as pretty 

woman in the Highlands of Scotland, fhe, 

inftantly, replied “ whether or nal ital 

fiell better.” ) 

Prefently a foldier pafling that way, 

and obferving the dance, afked a mulatto who 

was {landing by, for a cud of tobacco, and 

twilting it between his lower lip and his 

teeth, forced his way through the crowd, 

into the middle of the ring; and there pla- 

cing himfelf, betwen the negro and the girl 



269 

who were dancing, fet the nymph in African 
ftep and figure. Wowtki was refponfive and 

they danced, cordially, together ; but foon 

finifhed by footing it, in quick ftep, from the 

ring, happily enfolded in each others’ arms ; 

to the great difappointment of poor Sambo, 

who, no doubt, thought to regain his part- 

ner as foon as the foldier had grown tired in 

the dance. 

Near this merry green happened a fad 

fracas between a negro man and woman, ‘in 

confequence of gaming ; which is a very pre- 

vailing paffion among the blacks. The wo- 
man had won from the man three dollars, and 

fome words having arifen between them, a 

feuffle enfued, in which the man had torn off 

the few clothes, that covered the ebon dame, 

and expofed her, in nakednefs, to the 

crowd. She, in return, tore and mal-treated 

his breeches ; and the difpute now was whe- 

ther the woman, having been the fuccefsful 

adventurer, ought not to make reparation 

for the further injury fhe had committed. 

The man exclaimed, with fad violence, re- 

garding the additional lofs, fuftained by the 
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deftruction of his indifpenfible apparel. The 

woman, putting all fuccefs at play out of the 

_queftion, infifted that fhe was the injured 

party, from having her petticoat ruined, and 

being expofed, in nudity, to the multitude. 

At length a refpedtable looking, and 

decently dreffed negro, who chanced to pafs 

that way, kindly undertook to fettle this 

important broil; and we obferved that much 

deference was foaia to his opinion; but 

T am not fatistied that he ated quite the 

part of an upright and impartial judge,— 

certainly his opinion was not fraught with 

gallantry, for having no eye of pity towards 

the difireffed, and naked nymph, he decided 

that a hole in the culotfes was an evil of. 

greater magnitude than a rent in the petti- 

coat, and accordingly decreed that Penelope | 

fhould forfeit half a dollar to Cafflandro, for 

taking him by the breeches. 

Having led you to the merry fong, and 

fprightly dance of the flaves, let me now con- | 

duct you to their bed of death. Seeing a 

crowd in one of the ftreets, and obferving a 
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kind of proceflion, we followed the multi-- 

tude, and foon found ourfelves in the train 

of a negro funeral. Wifhing to witnefs the 

ceremony of interment we proceeded to the 

burial ground, with the throng. The corpfe 

‘was conveyed in a neat {mall hearfe, drawn 

by one horfe. Six boys, twelve men, and 

_ forty-eight women walked behind, in pairs, 

as followers, but I cannot fay as deeply aflic- 

ted mourners. The females were neatly 

clad, for the occafion, and moftly in white. 

Grief and lamentations’ were not among 

them: nor was even the femblance thereof 

afflumed. No folemn dirge was heard—no 

deep-founding bell was tolled—no fearful 

filence held. It feemed a period of mirth 

and joy. Inftead of weeping and bewailing, 

the followers jumped and fported, as they 

paffed along, and talked and laughed, with 

each other, in high feftivity. The proceffion 

was clofed by five robuft negro fifhermen, 

_ who followed behind playing antic gambols, 

_ and dancing all the way to the grave. 

> At the gate of the burying ground the 

corpfe was taken from the hearfe, and borne 
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by eight negroes, not upon their fhoulders, but 
upon four clean:white napkins placed under’ 
the coffin. ‘The body was commiited to the 

grave, immediately, on reaching it, without 

either prayer or ceremony; and the cof- 

fin, dire€tly, covered with earth. In doing: 
this, much decent attention was obferved. | 

The mould was not fhovelled in roughly 

with the fpade, almoft difturbing the dead, — 

with the rattling of ftones and bones upon 

the coffin, but was firft put into a bafket, 

and then carefully emptied into the grave ; 

an obfervance which might be adopted in 

England very much to the comfort of the 

afflicted friends of the deceafed. 

During this procefs an old negro wo- 

man chanted an African air, and the mul- 

titude joined her in the chorus. It was not 

in the ftrain of .a hymn, or folemn re. 

quiem, but was loud and lively, in unifon © 

with the other gaieties of the occafion. 

Many were laughing and fporting the | 

whole time with the fifhermen, who danced 

and gambolled, during the ceremony, upon — 
& 


