




4 were 
bel ja 







rhe 

Whibe ath a 
1 Ata Bri 2 

Printers <n ~ fe) 



NOTES 

WEST INDIES: 

EXPEDITION UNDER THE COMMAND 

OF THE LATE 

GENERAL SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY : 

INCLUDING OBSERVATIONS ON 

THE ISLAND OF BARBADOES, 

AND THE SETTLEMENTS CAPTURED BY THE BRITISH TROOPS, UPON, ~ 

THE COAST OF GUIANA; 

U] 

LIKEWISE REMARKS RELATING TO THE 

CREOLES AND SLAVES OF THE WESTERN COLONIES, AND 

THE INDIANS OF SOUTH AMERICA: 

WITH OCCASIONAL HINTS, REGARDING 

Che Sealoning, ov Bellow Feber 
OF HOT CLIMATES. 

By GEORGE PINCKARD, M.D. 
OF THE ROYAL ee OF PHYSICIANS, 

BEPOTY INSPECTORsGENERAL OF HOSPITALS TO HIS MAJESTY’s FORCES, 

AND PHYSICIAN TO THE BLOOMSBURY DISPENSARY. 

IN ‘THREE VOLUMES. 

QOL. 1. 

Tt is a flrange thing that in fea-voyages, where there is nothing to be feene, but 
iky ‘and fea, men fieuld make diaries; but in land-trauaile, wherin fo rausthy is 
<0 bee obferued, for the moft part they omit it; as ifchance were fitter to be re- 
giftered than mghice gation, Lorp. VERULAMe 

London: 
PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, AND ORM Eg 

PATERNOSTER*ROW. 

1806, 



a Ady ie ‘a Siteks 
HEP ADE i. 

ett 
tea aly * a 

ty 7 

de eersau 



DEDICATION. 
—— 
ie ate RI rete, 

TO FRIENDSHIP. 

Looxine round, as it is faid authors are 

wont, for a great perfonage, to whofe name. 

I might dedicate my work, I have not found 

it poffible to fix upon any one, to whom I[ . 

could with fo much propriety confign it, as . 

tO......+.+.1TS PARENT! Accept, then, © 

Benign Power! Thine offspring: cherifh it, 

even as Thou haft begotten it: and caufe 

Thy warmeft influence ever to animate the | 

heart of — ie. | 

Thy faithful and devoted Servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Great Rufell Street, Bloomfbury, 

March 15,°1806. 

LIBR ABO 



Vr 

ry roe 

Giver me MS a. OR. ong 
= 

I ees Mire we ‘Sa i hesnias nit Howe | 
Se "Baste He im ap ah Dy. Ks chee <ayie: rR ifr 
es SON BAS ze Tele: BaD end i a eH 
ne | grt Lat ate ays pec ie rag 
cone soda oben. UE STE ahs hie oe 
ough af Wess. berg pik as a ama PR 

7 ae Oe aes 

: reus phe aaied + para Wk FE * be! tee
 ‘a . he = Be Ps) « ry 

4 ts. 

: 2 Mi Ap pau - die st4 Het ee 
“i “ , 

5 ap hgie cigiih ing bal “a sak <a 
> a: 7 

se of ie, Mi pad PERE Ps As, 

aa Ri apts 5 Paty tessti Lee SEES, ou: 

PdLTOR, GH gS Ms sei Bye Ga = 
peeks ag ‘hda ph Vas athe es sirdirh: ride. he iusoxt a ; 

rata iatanietce uo Utitdydeer ee 
‘a ig ra Skt API: baiovab. ap 2 TEMAS ppg 3 

, : bi ie | care a nee peers tee 
; 3 72 As, 4 y ay hig. Padteahs ieee 

ers AEHYR <7 i, Pe hae | 1 eet! 4 Ab A : Se. 

> th 4 L. 

ape nit Fay 5H kegs + ve 
4 al i Mie or: oy ee te 

on. 

“sist iit ake * rg 7 ie ine hit 1 eas (ade ey 

we. ‘ | 

S Laan ve a 



PREFACE, 

From the entreaties of a Friend the following 

* Notes” were written for his private eye :—from 

the folicitations of other friends they are now | 

offered to the eye of the Public. The former were 

tender perfuafions, and, in obeying them, the 

author had much and fincere gratification: he 
wilhes he could feel as well affured that he is pur- 

fuing the path of wifdom, by yielding to the latter. 

But he is too fenfible that what may be amufing, 

or may, even, be deemed valuable, in the clofet of 

friendfhip, may be very unfit to meet the lefs-pre- 

judiced judgment of the world; and he is not 

without many apprehenfions, left a flattering par- 

tiality—a partiality which often deals praife, where 

no merit is due, fhould have induced him to pre- 

fent to the Public, what ought never to have efcaped 

beyond the limits of private perufal. 
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Confcious how little his “ Notes” are calcu- 

lated to -withftand the fcrutinizing feverity of cri- 

ticifm, he may obferve that, at no time, during 

the period of writing them, had he a thought that 

they were deftined to appear at the bar of the pub- 

lic. To fulfil the wifhes of one, whofe fentiments 

and opinions were dear to him, was a grateful 

tafk: it was congenial to his feelings, and, regard 

lefs of ftudied rules, he performed it with all the 

freedom of familiar intercourle. He, daily, devoted 

to his friend the. few laft minutes, previous to em- 

bracing his pillow: it, confequently, happened 

that his remarks were, frequently, traced with a 

drowfy pen, or hutried over with a wearied and re- 

luctant arm: but, from adopting this habit, the bufy 

occupation of the day fuffered no interruption ; 

all the occurrences were noted, whilft they were 

ftrongly alive in the memory ; and thofe who have 

known the privation of a long and perilous abfence 

from their home, and the objects of their efteem, 

will comprehend the many happy aflociations, 

which were, thus, brought to fweeten the hours of 

repofe. 

At the time of the author’s arrival in the 

‘Welt Indies every thing, in the tropical regions, was 

new to him. His defire to obtain information was 
ardent, and without waiting to digeft his remarks 
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into a fyftematic train—to ftamp them with the 
importance of method—or to improve them by 

more mature obfervation, he endeavoured to con- 

vey, to his friend, a correct and faithful reprefenta- 

tion of the feelings impreffed upon his mind, by 

the novel fcenes around him, whilft he was yet a 

firanger, and before habit and familiarity had 

‘weakened their effect. : 

He fears that the frequent repetitions, necel- 

fary to this mode of communication, will be found 

to be more tedious, and, in fome inftances, even 

more multiplied than a “ thrice told tale,” but he 
faw no way of avoiding them, without altering the - 

whole plan of the work, and depriving it of the 

only merit, which he feels it has any title to claim, 

viz. that of giving the occurrences, precifely as. 

they pafled before the eye. He was not engaged 

in a deliberate voyage of difcovery; nor did the 

bufy and anxious duties of his appointment allow 

him time to devote to purfuits of minute invefltiga- 

tion. The utmoft he could hope was to catch 

events as they paffed, and faithfully to note them, 

from the impreflion of the fleeting moment: and, 

if it fhould be objected to him that the remarks 

are not always of high importance, he would 

obferve that it is not from great occurrences, 

alone, that a correct judgment is formed of men 



< *% 

and things. It is more from the daily, common 

round, than from the great and blazoned events, 

that a juft knowledge is acquired of the cha- 

racters of individuals :—perhaps, allo, of empires, 

nations, and colonies. © 
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Concerning the covrefpondence. of diftant friends. Difap- 
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: Southampton, Od. 3. 

‘Tur happinefs we enjoy by preferving an 

intercourfe with our friends when feparated 

from them, beyond the reach of perfonal 

interview, ranks amongft the higheft bleffings 

of civilized life. The focial principle which 

attaches man to his fpecies, influences’ him 

wherefoever he may be placed, or whatfo- 
ever his condition—it prevails equally im fa- 

vage life and in polifhed fociety :—but it is 
to navigation and the art of writing, thofe 

powerful engines which have eftablifhed a 

freedom of intercourfe throughout the wide 

(POG. Te or 
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extent of the globe, that we are indebted for 

‘the fuperior- enjoyment of communicating 

with far diftant friends, and thereby ren- 

dering our feparation lefs intolerable. 

, Yet, will you, my friend, I fear, but too 

foon difcover how much you have facrificed 
your judgment to your friendfhip, in fo 

ftrenuoufly requiring frequent communica- 

‘tions, from me, during my abfence from Eng- 

~-land.—In the correfpondence your kindnefs 

has exacted you will have to encounter a 

tafk, while all the advantages of amufe- 

ment and inftruction will be mine: but you 

have brought it upon yourfelf, and muft, 

therefore, be content to fee me your debtor, 

affured of my regret that the benefit, to be 

derived, cannot be reciprocal. Did I even 

poffefs all the glowing and happy talents ne- 

ceflary to defcriptive narration, the bufy 

employment of my time, and the unfettled 

_ ftate of my mind, amidft the perpetual hurry 

and uncertainty of military movements, muft 

prevent me from obferving, and ftill more 

from relating what may pafs before me, with 

the accuracy you might expea, or I could 

i" xX 
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defirey ~Indeed, were genius mine, and all 

the acute and penetrating powers fitted for 

the tafk, ftill, from being unable to mature 

my remarks by the recurrent eyé of a con- 

tinued ‘refidence, all [ could offer you, would, 

neceflarily, be f{uperficial and undigefted. 

You will perceive, therefore, that, under 

all circumftances, yours cannot fail to bea 

trial of patience, for, you can only expect 

the perufal of hafty notes, hafltily collected, 

by an obferver whofe time mutt be devoted 

to the duties of his appointment—and whofe 

movements and paufes muft be regulated by 

thofe exigencies of the army which more 

immediately, and imperioufly demand his at 

tention. 

But it were needlefs to enter into a de- 
tail of the allowances you will have to make. 
You already know them: hence, as apologies 
are irkfome to you, I forego all further com- 
ment, and, meeting you as you defire, pro- 
ceed to my fubje&@. You command me, 
and, as the foft di€tates of friendthip ufually 

pulfate upon my heart with an influence 
3 B2 
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too grateful to be dilcegarded:- — a, pea 

aye 

The adventures of a ftage-coach are fome- 

times amufing, but it happened that my jour~ 

ney, hither, was peculiarly devoid of incident, 

being, merely, a dark nocturnal ride, which 

pafled on without any thing to divert, or to 

intereft. 

According to my ufual habit I felt no 

difpofition to fleep, but, wrapt in penfive 

ftillnefs, fat undifturbed, and let my cogitative | 

faculties have their way. My fat companions, 

whom you faw in the mail, proved to be three 

of the fturdy fons of old Ocean. They had 

formed rather an intimate acquaintance with 

a certain perfonal pronoun; and, in ab- 

ruptnefs of manner, feemed to be as nearly 

related to that great perfonage Mr. John 

Bull, as. to his kind: patron, father Neptune. 

If I miftake them not, they were the com- 

manders of fome trading fhips, or tranfports, 

going out with the convoy. The one fitting © 

upon the fame feat with myfelf, fo {pread his 

huge fea-worn limbs as to occupy nearly the 
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whole. width of the coach, thrufting my, com- 

paratively, diminutive perfon up into the cor- 

ner like a very bodkin. Each of them, plant- 

ing himfelf, with a loud grunt, quite at his 

eafe, they all lowered down their travelling 

caps, and, turning into their births in the fe- 

veral corners, funk as profoundly into the 

arms of Morpheus as though they had been 

quietly {winging in their hammocks upon the 

fmooth furface of a weftern ocean. Occa- 

fionally they were rather loud in flarts of 

fonorous repofe, otherwife they caufed no 

interruption of my meditations ; and as dark- 

ne{fs deprived me of all the variety of paffing 

objects, the want of fleep was, in fome mea~ 

fure, compenfated by my fenfes falling into 

the lumber of weakened impreffion. 

Amidft the ftillnefs of night we rolled 
fwiftly on, without impediment or delay, 

always finding horfes in readinefs at the place 

of change. Even the great bufinefs of eat — 

_ ing and drinking was more than commonly 

difregarded.. No focial hour of fupper was 

obferved: nor were our conductors troubled 

with thofe frequetit calls of thirft, which are, 

B3 ; i 
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commonly, fo vexatious and annoying to the 

paflengers. To arrive at the end of the jour- 

ney feemed alike the obje& of all. Within 

the coach it was my lot, alone, to be fenfible 

of time, or diftance. Our fleeping captains 

might have fancied themfelves to have been | 

transferred by fome fudden or {ylph-like aid ; 

for, the curtains of their eyes but dropped 

with the clofing day of London, to be again 
uplifted with the riling fun of Southampton. 

We arrived at an early hour, and after 

taking the refrefhment of a cold ablution, 

and a plentiful breakfaft, I proceeded, with- 
out delay, to head-quarters, to announce my 

arrival, and to pay my refpects to the com- 

mander in chief. It happened that the in- 

fpeGtor-general of hofpitals was with Sir 

Ralph Abercromby, at the time I called, J, 

therefore, reported my appointment to both— 

and put myfelf under command, 

The effet of this moment, upon my 

mind, I had not fully anticipated. It was a 

moment big with fenfation, but I cannot fay 
-—with delight! A fudden impulfe fluthed 



ie 
within me, which feemed to create unex- 

pected feelings, as it were, of regret; on the 

furrender of my liberty. Recalling the days 

of my youth, when, at fchool, I was fubjedt 

to the will of a mafter, my mind, in vivid 

remembrance, rapidly retraced all the images 

of a reftraint which had fo long been itkfome 

to it, and in high impatience of the impref- 

fion, bufy appeal feemed to call aloud, ‘* Doft 

thou not recolle& that it was then, the anx- 

ious theme of all thy hopes to efcape from 

fetters, and gain the exercife of thine own 

will? Didt thou not anticipate, as the con- 

fummation of thy beft withes, the proud and 

happy period when thou fhould’ft arrive at 

the power of felf-command? and, this’ at- 

tained, would’ft thou, now, furrender the free- 

dom of aétion fo long, and fo anxioufly con- 

templated as thy greateft good—would’ft thou. 

abandon the happy acquifition for which 

thou hadf&t languifhed—for which thou hadft 

toiled through fo many tedious years ?” 

Such were the repugnant, and difcourag- 

ing appeals of momentary impulfe; but fober 

reafon quickly refumed her throne, and, pur aa me ) 
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fuing a more tempered train of ideas, ba- 

nifhed the hoftile impreffion; when the re- 

newal of former contemplations foon reftored 

me to myfelf. 

From the quarters of the commander in 

chief, I accompanied the in{pector-general to 

vifit the fick, and, in profeffional purfuit, 

forgot the wayward feelings of a difcordant 

moment. 

This walk afforded me the opportunity 

of taking an early view of the military hofpital, 

and I have great pleafure in remarking to 

you that it does much credit to the doGor’s * 

judgment and induftry. Placed in the di- 

reCtion of the medical department, his exer- 

tions have demonftrated how effential it is to 

commit that important appointment to an 

ofhicer whofe experience qualifies him for all 
the various duties it demands. From a well 

devifed arrangement, forwarded by a zealous 

and laudable induftry, he has caufed a large 

old building, late. a fugar-houfe, to be con- 

* Sir J. M‘Namara Hayes. 
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verted into a commodious, and well-aired 

hofpital ; where the unfortunate fick are 

comfortably placed, duly attended, and con- 

yeniently, as well as liberally accommodated 

- with all that their afflicted fituation de- 

mands. 

After my vifit at the hofpital, I {pent the 

remainder of the morning in perambulating 

the town and its environs, and in making va~ 

rious calls upon my friends and acquaintances, 

At the hour of dinner I found myfelf en fa- 

mille with colonel M., whofe lady is among 

the unhappy inconfolables, whom this - fad 

expedition is about to feparate from their 

Lords. In the ‘afternoon I joined feveral of 

my profeffional comrades at the infpector- 

general's; and, to complete the round of a 

bufy day, accompanied a party, in the even- 

ing, to the public rooms: the night I crown | 

to you, for, as my pen traces the hour, the 

. clock ftrikes- phi twelve. 
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Southampton, O&. 5. 

W ert you a ftranger to Southampton, I 

might offer you many. full pages upon its de- 

lightful fituation, and the many charms of its 

environs; for it cannot be difputed that this 

town and neighbourhood afford more of 

pleafing f{cenery, convenience, and accom- 

modation, than moft other {pots in England. 

Within the town, the fick and the feeble 

have the benefit of fea-bathing, the well and 

the diffipated the amufements of a playhoufe, 

public rooms, card-playing, and aflemblies :— 
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without it, all. may find recreation—the vas 

rious promenades, either for walking, riding, 

rowing, or failing, being fuch as to invite and 

to gratify even the moft faftidious. Pleafant 
walks, delightful water excurfions, and the 

fineft foreft rides, abound on every quarter, 

offering all the variety of open country, in- 

‘clofed fields, fea and river views, and wood- 

land fcenery. Nor are the common and more 

_ generally ftriking lions of the neighbourhood 

lefs abundant: there being, within ‘reach, a 

multitude of towns, places, and objects which 

ufually attra the attention of ftrangers, fuch 

as Portf{mouth and its dock-yard, Gofport 

and its hofpital, the Ifle of Wight, the fleet 

at Spithead, Winchefter, Lymington, Lynd- 

hurft, Netley Abbey, &c. dc, zc. 

In fhort, Southampton would feem to be 

one of the few places equaily calculated for 

the invalid, the idle, and the gay; for each 

may find the purfuit fitted for his habits and 

inclinations. Without the too common ex- 

cefs of diffipation, this place offers every re- 

ereation and amufement that a rational mind 

can defire; and, in the happy combination 
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of its rural fcenery, it prefents all the firft 

requifites of a fummer retirement. Nor will 

the mere Epicurean vifitor be difappointed of 

his gratification,—for the markct is plente- 

oufly fupplied with the good things of life. 

The fifth, poultry, butcher’s-meat, and ve- 

getables are not only abundant, but, alfo, the 

beft of their kind. 

The town is, commonly, well filled with 

company, during the fummer ; but, this year, 

from the attraction of a camp, and the crowd 

of military aflembled to proceed with the 

expedition, it is overflowing, and, confe- 

quently, all is life and motion. Still thofe 

who feck retirement can readily find it, 

whether in the lefs public parts of the town, 

in the hedge-row path, the lonely fea-fide 
walk, or, in penfive ramble, amidft the deep 

fhades of the foreft:—or, they may efcape 

from the bufy crowd, and noify throng, by 
fetiring to the ftill furface, and the tranquil 
{cenes of the river. 3 

| The town itfelf bears all the appearance 

of neatnefs and comfort, and the many hand- 

31 . 
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fome villas near it not only improve the fur- 
rounding fcenery, but, likewife, impofe a ge- 

neral air of wealth and opulence. 

As you know my habit of vifiting what 
are called the /ions of a place, as foon as poffible 

after my arrival, you will conclude that I 

have not negle€ted the encampment near 

Southampton; and, in this, you will judge 

| correctly, for, verily,)T have not been un- 

mindful of it. I have made ita vifit of very 
attentive infpection, and much do I wih it 

were poffible for words to convey, to you, all 

the hoft of feelings that rufhed into my mind 

upon, the occafion. A whole volume of. . 

‘mixed fenfations crowded my bofom, and I ~ 

{carcely knew which was predominant. Views 

ing the foldiers in. full contemplation of the 

ftriG& order, the manly deportment, and. the 

elevated enthufiafm of the character, my 

mind traverfed, in hafty review, all the pe- 

rils and. hardfhips,—the glory and honours, 

which attach to a military life. I felt a fenfe 

of pride and gratification on-feeing fo fine 

a body of men ready to join in our expedi- 
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tion. My imagination faw all the inviting 

forms of fuccefs before them. I obferved them 

in battle, on the oppofite fide of the Atlantic ; 

felt honoured in their bravery ; hailed them 

victorious, and, crowned with the laurels they 

had won, re-conducted them, in fafety, to 

their home, and their friends. 

Yet the bright picture was not without its 

fhades: reftlefs fancy went on to bufy herfelf 

in gloomy comparifons, in painful contrafts, 

and affliting reverfes! Viewing the bril- 

liancy, the order, and the comfort of a do- 

meftic camp, in the peaceful fields of England, 

fhe called up ideas of a confufed and tumul- 

tuous encampment upon the enemy’s foil, 

threatened by the approach of a daring foe, 

routed by blood-thirfty cohorts, or ftormed 

by’a horde of mercilefs brigands! Next ap- 

peared the dire confufion of battle, the diftrefs 

of defeat, and the dread effects of panic, with 

all the horrid fcene of bleeding wounds, 

dying groans, and mangled bodies, and, ftill 

worle than thefe, were piCtured the fatal ills 

of climate :—yellow-fever opened her all- 
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devouring jaws, and, in deadly difeafe, ex- 

pofed' a contraft, yet more afflictive, sirsia all 

the perils of battle or. defeat. 

Although, in my mind, the more happy 
face of the picture maintained its impreflion, I 

am forry to belicvethat the general fenfation of 
the country is in fympathy with the oppofite. 

A degree of horror feems to have overfpread 
the nation from the late deftruétive effets of 

the yellow-fever, or, what the multitude de- 

nominates, the Weft India plague ; infomuch 

that a fenfe of terror attaches to the very 

name of the Weft Indies—many, even, con- 

fidering it fynonimous with the grave ; and, 

perhaps, it were not too much to fay, that all, 

who have friends in the expedition, appre- 

hend more from difeafe than the fword. 

Such difcouraging fentiments I am forry 
to find have not been concealed from the 
troops. The fearful farewel of defponding 
friends is every day, and hour, either heed- 
lefsly, or artfully founded in their ears. Peo- 

ple walking about the camp, attending at a-. 

review, or a parade, or merely upon feeing 

¥ 
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parties of foldiers in the ftreets, are heard to 

exclaim,—‘“* Ah, poor fellows ! you are going 

to your laft home! What pity fuch brave men 

fhould go to that Weft India grave-!—to that 

hateful climate to be killed by the plague! 

Poor fellows, good bye, farewel! we fhall 

never fee you back again!” With fuch like 

accents are the ears of the foldiers inceflantly 
faluted; and the hopelefs predidtions are 

loudly echoed, for the worft of purpofes, by 

_ the defigning, whofe turbulent fpirits would 

feaft in exciting difcontentment. among the 
troops. 

But, ftrongly as I would condemn every 

attempt, and every incaution, which might 

create even the feebleft ray of terror in the 

breafts of the foldiers, yet I cannot but be fen- 
fible, that it is a fervice of imminent danger: 
and, while I look at thefe men, in high ade 
miration of their intrepid charafter, the re- 

collection of the general fenfation, which 
prevails refpeCting them, fteals upon me, 
and my bofom heaves a filent pang in the 
confciouinels that a great majority of them 
will never return, Still I would hope that 
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every foldier is geverned by the fame in- 
dividual feelings as myfelf, and that each is 

fully impreffed with the belief that it will be 

his lotto efcape. With the greateft truth I 

may aver that, notwithftanding all the de- 

prefling rumours of the moment, and the 

trembling alarm of friends and relatives, I do 

not feel the flighteft perfonal .apprehenfion, 

either with refpe& to climate, or difeafe. What 

fhall prove to be my fate, amidft all the 

chances of fervice, it were:idle to conjecture, 

but I-thall embark with: confident affurance 

of returning to my: re ad: toicOld ~~ 
England. i | 

It isthe duty of foldiers to ferve where- 
foever their country requires, and hence the 

attempts to infpire them with a dread of cli- 
mate are, not lefs cruel, than mifchievous. 
Defigned to injure the country, they operate 

by diftrefling the feelings of the individual, 
whofe noble mind knows no fear of death 

from other caufe; but, if he falls, falls with- 

, out a murmur—glorying in having devoted 
himfelf to his country, and, calmly, refigning 
_himfelf to the fate of war. 

YOu. 1. . g 
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It does not appear that the expedition is 

fo, immediately, upon the eve of failing as is 

generally imagined. The whole of the troops 

are not yet aflembled, nor are all the tranf- 

ports in readinefs. Finding this the cafe, I have 

obtained leave of abfence for a week, and 

have the profpe& of feeing you again before 

my departure. 

Repeating my vifit at the Infpector Ge- 
neral’s, I have learned, with fome furprize, 

that my name is not upon the return of the 

hofpital ftaff of this armament, and I begin to 

fear that my being ordered to Southampton 

has been the offspring of error. Two other 
ftaff-phyficians are in the fame predicament, 

and it is, even, probable that, like many of the 

more idle vifitors, we have only made a trip 

to fee the camp, and go back again, 

It is not unlikely that we may find our 
names upon the St. Domingo ftaff, inftead 
of the ftaff of the Leeward Iflands; in which 
cafe we may expect to make a journey to 

Cork, to join the expedition about to fail from 
Ireland. ‘This weuld be a difappointment to 
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mé, beyond the mere inconvenience of, again, 
moving my perfon and my baggage, for, in 

the Leeward Ifland divifion, I have acquaint- 

ances, whom I had hoped to find my com- 

rades on fervice : while, with the St. Domingo 
ftaff, there are very few perfons to whom I am 

known. But [ am prepared for all the uncer- 

_ tainties and difappointments, I may have to en- 

counter : confidering the duties of my appoint-- 
ment as the great object of my attention, I 
fhall make it my ftudy to remove whatever 

| deigulties may, occur, by fubduing them. 

% 

Except i in what reoards individual con~ 

nections, there is, perhaps, no queftion of 

choice between the two divifions of the arma- 

ment; the fervice, fo far as it refpects our 

| department, being, eflentially, the fame in one 

part of the Weft Indies as in another; and, 

if I thould be ordered to Cork to join i St. 

Domingo expedition, I hope I have philo- 
fophy enough to foothe the difappointment, 

by regarding the journey through Wales, and 

Jreland—two countries which I have been 

_ long defirous to vifit, in fome degree as a 

-compenfation. x. - 

C2 
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In my prefent purfuit I feel the neceflity 

of eftablithing it as a principle to view oc- 

‘currences in their beft light, and, inftead of 

repining: that more cannot be obtained, to 

feek comfort from what falls in my. path. 

Were we to adopt this as a leading maxim, 

in all fituations, it is more than poffible that 

we might, often, have happy hours, where we 

know only thofe of mifery ; for fuch a prin- 

ciple, applied with wifdom, would tend very 

much to blunt the fharp thorns of life. As 
if the evils of the world were not enough fe- 

vere, we, too commonly, attach ourfelves to. 

the unhappy face of events, brood over fan- 

cied forrows, and, eagerly, multiply our dif 

appointments, wholly overlooking the more 

favorable features from which peace, har- 

mony, and comiort might derive. 

«© Yet fome there are, Of men I think the wortft, 

Poor imps! ‘unhappy if they can’t be curs’d, 
LP For ever brooding over mis’ry’s eggs 

Hen oe id ae ci * Bi * 

‘This gloomy tendency of our difpofition 
forms a remarkable charaGeriftic between-the 

people of England and thofe of France: 
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while an Englifhman, in affliQive contempla- 

tion, dwells on misfortune, even to fuicide—a 

Frenchman, let the affairs of the moment be 

never fo adverfe, always finds wherewithal to 

attach his better hopes; and, furely, when 

any occurrence proves lefs happy than we had 

anticipated, it is wife policy rather to extract 

from it all the good we can, than to give up 

ourfelves wholly to the fadnefs of difappoint- 

ment, becaufe it fulfils not our every with. 

From this facility of yielding to events, 

it has been faid that the French people 

know how to play the game of happinefs 
better than the Englifh. It may be fo. But 

‘flill it is poffible that the principle, to which 

I allude, may be carried to excefs. Where it 

is the effec of a patient and manly fortitude, 

and employed to fupport us againft injury, 

misfortune, and difappointment, it is both, 

amiable and virtuous, and may be dignified 

with the title of philofophy. But it is fome- 

times the effe& of frivolity, or. depravity —~ 

is connected with vice and diffipation, and 
highly unworthy. When proceeding from 
this fource, it fuperfedes all the finer feelings 

ee 
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and fentiments of the mind. It deftroys the 

natural affections, and, weakening the attach- 

ment which ought to exift, between man and 

man, tends.to, make mere egotifts of us all. 

It not only renders us infenfible to our own 

misfortunes, and the common ills of life, but 

makes us callous to the fufferings of others, 

and fhuts the heart againft thofe feelings 
of fympathy and compaffion, which, being 

founded in humanity, are among the higheft 

adornments of our nature. 

Notwithftanding my determination to 

pafs over the ills of my prefent employment as 

lightly as poffible, I. confefs myfelf to be one 

of thofe dull Britons who would hope never 

to fee the period when French levity fhall 

fuperfede John Bull's fedate integrity, Ifa 

Frenchman diflipates the pafling moment- 

with greater mirth and cheerfulnefs, ftill there 
is a fomething in the more folid attachment, 
and the blunt honefty of an Englifhman, 

which is more important, and more interefts 

and engages our efteem. 

Asa ftranger, or traveller, I look not for 
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friendfhip, or for confidence, and have always 

hailed that urbanity and eafe of manner, 

which make the moment pleafant; or have 

been in good humour with that fmooth and 

extended politenefs which means - nO@= 

thing at all! But, when refiding among 

Englifhmen,—my countrymen, whom 1| 

regard more as the relatives of one great 

family, I have always feemed to expect a 
degree of ftability and fincerity,gswhich it 

were idle to look for in the mere traveller’s | 

hour. 

The plodding purfuits, and fober attach- 

ments of the Englifh, poffefs not fufficient 

gout for the appetite of a Frenchman, 

whofe life may be faid to conftitute one 

fyftem—one continued feries of intrigue. 

In all his occupations he requires the high 

feafoning of variety. Whatever the fubftance 

of his purfuit, intrigue is always the condi- 

ment. Without a fpice of intrigue the board 

were infipid, however fumptuous. A French- 

man troubles not himfelf with the affeGtions ; 

but is a dupe to his. paffions. His attach- 

ments wear away with the moment, and are 

C4 
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not thought of beyond the period of, being 

convenient to his purpofe. . He is often dif- 

appointed, but never difmayed. ‘All regret, 

for the paft, he buries in fome new fcheme or 

adventure. If one project fails, he, inftantly, 

flies-to another, exclaiming, “ Ah, \Diable! 

cela ne me conviens pas. Il y faut un autre 

projet.., Allons! tachons: encore.” —If he 

fucceeds-not to-day, he has always a new plan 

for to-morrow. — If difcomfited in the {cheme 

of thé morning, ‘he feels’certain of fuccefs in 

the zouveau projet of the evening. Some- 

thing new, fomething not of plain or ready 
attainment—fomething potlefiing a real or 

a fancied intricacy is, always imagined, or 

attempted. | No matter how vaft, or how fri= 

volous ‘the objeét-—whether a revolution of 

the fiate, or a game of loto. It diverts his 

attention, diffipates the moment, fhields him 

from the fadnefs of difappointment, and fhuts 

the door againft ennui. From the condud, 

ufually, purfued it would feem to: be a !ead~ 

ing feature, in the charaéter of a.Frenchman, 
not to attach himfelf ferioufly, or permanently 

to any thing; but to avail himfelf of all 

pafiing circumftances, yielding to each,, or 
~ 
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caufing each to yield to his purpofe. In this 
way he travels the great journey of life 

with lefs of care and forrow than the more 

fedate of other nations; fombre reflection 

offering no impediment to a path, which, at 

every ftep, bears his loved motto,—‘“* Vive 
{?? Ia, bagatelle ! 

fT am aware that you will plead very 

broad exceptions to this, as a general cha- 

racter, and I moft readily admit them ; for, 
although the reverfe is too common, I have 

feen Frenchmen, under misfortune, whofe 

patient fubmiffion, inftead of bearing the 

marks of levity and frivolity, has exhibited 

all the manly firmnefs of true uignipy and 
pyaleEay 

But I am wandering from my fubjeh— 
abruptly, therefore, Good night! 
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LETTER ELL 

Lhe author returns to London with Doctor Mafter. Lhey 

ave ordered to join the St. Domingo flaff, at Cork. Au- 

thor paffes a few days with bis friends. Provides new 
fupplies of baggage. Medical officers’ uniform. . 

London, Oct. g. 

T wap hoped that you would have received 

my laft letter before you left town, and, in 

the flattering expectation of feeing you again, 

before my departure from England, I haftened 

to your home, immediately, upon my arrival 

in London; when I was extremely difap- 

pointed to find that you were gone, and that 

I cannot have the gratification of, perfonally, 

telling you, that my journey to Southampton 

proves to have been only a vifit to the camp. 

Finding that we were not appointed to 

the Leeward Ifland divifion, Doétor Mafter 

and myfelf returned to Town, and, as we fulf- 

pected, found our names upon the lift of the 

St. Domingo ftaff. We are now directed to 

proceed in the Ulyfles, armed tranfport, to 

9 
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Cork, to join the expedition under major- 

general Whyte. But as this fhip is now in 

the Thames, and is to touch at Spithead on 

her way, it will give usa few days to pre- 

pare our baggage, and inftead of going round | 

with her by fea, we can put our things on 

board, and meet the veffel at Portfmouth. 

I fhall thus gain a few pleafant hours, among 

my friends, which I had not anticipated ; and 

fhall have time to provide myfelf with fuch 
neceflaries as I may require, both for the 

voyage, and the climate. Moft of the few 

things which I had“been able to hurry to- 

gether, during the fhort moment allowed, 

previous to my journey to Southampton, are 

already rendered ufelefs to me, in confequence 

of a fubfequent arrangement, requiring the 

officers of the hofpital ftaff to appear in a 

certain preferibed uniform. How will you 

{mile to fancy your friend, who hath fo long 

clothed himfelf in fable, like a very lobfter, 

changed, all at once, to a gay fcarlet, and 

fringed and embroidered with gold. Come _ 

and fee him,’and be affured that, whether he 

be gay or fad, his coat bright or black, he’is 

always, faithfully, - - - - - - - yours. 
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PETTERS IV. 

huthor returns to sia auleal Deftination, of the Ulyffes 

reported to be changed. Expedition fill delayed. Author 

' wifits the theatre, and public rooms at Southampton. T he- 

atrical Corps. Payal 

Southampton, Oct. 19.. 

SouTHAMPTON again? Yes, be not fur- 

prifed! you perceive that Iam in a way to. 

be, early, initiated into all the fudden and un- 
certain movements of a military life. 

We came to this place ev route to Porti- 

mouth and Spithead, where we were to join 

the Ulyffes, on her way from the river Thames 

to Cove harbour; and we have now the fin- 

cular comfort of being told that the deftina-_ 

tion of this fhip is changed, and that fhe is 

not to go round to Cork, but:to proceed, 

forthwith, to the Weft Indies, in company 

with the Leeward Ifland divifion, 

Should this information prove to be cor- 

rect, or fhould not the fhip very foon reach 
Spithead, Mafter and myfelf may be ordered 
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to Cork in fome other veffel, before fhe 

arrives, and, in this cafe, we fhall have the 

mortification of being compelled to proceed 

to St. Domingo without our baggage, which 

was. put on board in the Thames: but our 

-inftrudctions fill dire us to the Ulyffes, and 

unlefs thefe thould. be, officially, counter= 

manded, we fhall wait the arrival of that 

fhip, confidering the information which has 

been conveyed to us, ee as How rumour, 

Every thing here is araihe't forward with 

all poffible difpatch, but to get fuch an im- 

menfe expedition to fea, is a work of, infi- 

nitely, greater magnitude than thofe who do 

not think to the details of it can be aware of. 

Probably it may be, yet, fome weeks before: 

the fleet can fail, notwithfanding all the ace 

tivity and exertions ufed to haften it. 

Should we be long detained, on fhore, I 

fhall be mortified that we could not remain 

‘at Southampton, which, in addition to the 

many advantages of its fituationy is now in 

high feafon, and as pleafant as Portfmouth is 

reputed tobe difaereeable. 
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You will admit that I avail myfelf of the 
_ prefent moment, and neglect not the pafling | 

occafion, when I tell you that, fince my re-+ 

turn hither on the 16th iaftant, I have made 

vilits to the environs of the town—rode 

through the foreft; and to the camp—pafled 

two evenings at the theatre, and one at the 

public rooms. 

I am forry to remark, contrary to the 

good order of Southampton, that, each of the 

two nights, when I happened to vifit the 

theatre, the tranquillity of thé audience was 

difturbed, the performance interrupted, and 

the whole houfe brought into a {cene of riotous 

confufion. The firft time, it arofe from fome 

idle etiquette, which I could not exactly com- 

_prehend, refpecting, one of the a@reffes com- 

ing forward to announce her own benefit ; 

and did not fubfide until, with great reluc- 

tance, and after much delay, the, fubmiffively, 

made her appearance. | The fecond time, it 

proceeded from a number of officers and 

other fpectators crowding upon the ftage fo 

as. to interrupt the performers; and only 

ceafed, after much delay and confufion, by 
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all of them being actually hiffed and. Pelee 

off the war 

_As it happens at moft country places, 

the theatrical corps confifts of a few tolerably 

good actors, and many very bad ones: but, 
_ upon the whole, the town feems fatisfied with 

their performance, and at this moment of full 

crowd, offers them great encouragement. 

To-morrow I leave Southampton, and, in 

a few days, fhall have the pleafure of addref- 

fing you from——~the Wapping of England. 

§. a 

hap taar , 



32 

LETTER V. 

Author and his comrades detained in fufpenfe at Portfmouth, 

Objeéts commonly noticed by flrangers in and about that 
place. Port/mouth different in time of war and of peace. 

Hint that. in peace 1t might: be an ceconomical retirement 

for prodigals. Anecdote 4 ae its extravagance in time 

of war. Proftigacy obferved upon the ftreets of Portf- 
mouth. Defcription of the dre/s and perfon of a“ Portf~ 

mouth Poll? Progre{s of a long abfent.tar, upon landing 
at Port/mouth. Vi if t to the dock-yard. Honourable re= 
treat of Admiral Cornwallis. The Hi lar hofpital, Ine 

tended military hofpital at Gofport. Obliging attention of 

Dr. Lind. Author addreffed by a beunty-man. at the 
HHaflar.. Lhe ramparts, Odfervations on the fad neceffity 

of man fortifying bimfeif againft the ravages of his own 

Species. 

: Portfmouth, Oct. 23. 

No tidings of the Ulyfles! Four long days 

have pafled away, fince my arrival at this 

place, and I am ftill left in anxious un- 

certainty Tae my baggage, and my 

paffage. 

My colleagues, Doctors Mafter and Hen- 

derfon, have, again, joined me, and, like my- 

felf, have pafled four heavy days of {ufpente, 
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with only the profpe@ of extending it to 
fourteen more. Being fadly tired of a Portf- 

mouth inn, and feeing no profpe& of foon 

embarking, we have taken private lodgings 

in the hope of pafling, more quietly, our te- 

dious hours of waiting. 

Portfmouth verifies, to our experience, 
all that we had heard of its unpleafantnefs, and 

vulgar immorality. ‘The great objects, which 

call forth the attention of ftrangers, are the 

dock-yard, the Haflar hofpital, and the fine 
walk upon the ramparts. All thefe we have 

vifited, likewife South-Down caftle, and the 
Forton and Porchefter prifons: nor have we 

neglefed that new modern meffenger the 

telegraph, by which intelligence can be con- 

veyed, from this place to the Admiralty, at 

Charing-crofs, in the fhort period of ten mi- 

nutes. 

_ Having thus exhaufted all the novelty of 
the town and its environs, it only remains 
to us to lapfe into the dull round of the 
place. It is faid that in days of peace, long 

grafs grows upon the ftreets. In time of 
VOL, I. D 
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war they are more trodden ; but, even then, 

the bufy aGtivity of the place occurs only at 

intervals, as when a fleet comes in, or is about 

to fail: at which periods the town becomes 

all crowd and hurry, for a few days, and then 

fuddenly reverts to a languid intermiflion of 

dullnefs and inactivity. 

The rent of houfes and apartments—the 

price of provifions, é&c. differ very much in 

times of peace and of war. Indeed, we are 

told that the houfes, and lodgings, have their 

war price, and their peace price, diftinGly 

fixed. Viewing its prefent extravagance, if 

Portfmouth fhould be, proportionally, cheap 

in time of peace, as it is dear in war, 

it might ferve as a place of retirement for 

our prodigals, and render unneceflary their 

tours of retrenchment to the mountains of 

Wales, or of Switzerland :—and, perhaps, 

there are few places that might fooner bring 

them to fober refleGtion ; for it is lifelefs and 

infipid as the moft forlorn might defire, and 

would feem well calculated to temper the 

mind into the gloomy fedatenefs of peni- 

tence. | 
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The following anecdote, faid to be of re- 

cent occurrence, will exemplify, to you, what 

may be termed the war-extravagance of Port{- 

mouth. A gentleman, who had been ill, 

called on his way to Southampton, to dine 

at one of the inns, and having but a weak 

appetite, ordered only a veal-cutlet, with a 

pint of wine, for which he was charged 

eighteen fhillings. Conceiving, there muft 

be fome error, he defired to fpeak with the 

landlord, who, inftead of condu@ting himfelf 

with the civility of a perfon obliged by the 

preference given to his houfe, doubled the - 

offence by his infolence. Upon the gentle- 

man telling him that he apprehended fome — 

miftake had occurred, refpecting the demand 

made for his dinner, he looked at the bill, and, 

immediately, replied, “ Yes, Sir! there is a 

miftake, | perceive.” Accordingly he took the 

account back with him, into the bar, as the 

gentleman fuppofed, to make the neceflary 

deduGions—but, to his furprife, the waiter 

quickly returned with it, increafed from eigh- 

tcen to nineteen fhillings. 

The gentleman feeling enraged at the 

D 2 
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impofition itfelf, and, more efpecially, at the 

infolent manner of aggravating it, defired the 

landlord might again be called, when he in- 

formed him that if he, ftill, infifted upon his 

enormous charge, he would publifh it in all 

the newfpapers, and fet a mark upon his 

houfe, which fhould make it notorious 

throughout London and the country: upon 
which the impertinent hoft, ftill perfifting 

in his demand, drily replied, “* And when 

you have made it fo well known, will you be 

fo good, fir, as to add, N.B. Zhe houfe to 

fet !"— There was no contending with fuch 

infolence. The man had made his fortune— 

and it was in vain to attempt to teach him 

civility, good manners, or common honefty. 

The gentleman, therefore, paid the bill, and 

left the houfe, lamenting that his only res 
medy was—to avoid it in future. 

In refpect to ftreets, houfes, markets, and 
trafic, Portfmouth is not unlike other country 

towns, but Portfmouth-point, Portfea-com- 

mon, and fome other parts of the town have 
peculiarities which feem to fan@ion the ce- 

-lebrity the place has acquired. In fome quar- | 
I 
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ters, Portfmouth is not only filthy and 

crowded, but crowded with a clafs of low 

and abandoned beings, who feem to have de- 

clared open war again{ft every habit of com- 

mon decency and decorum. You know the 

ftrong defire I have to contemplate human 

nature, under all her varied forms, but thofe 

fhe, here, afflumes, I am forry to tell you, are, 

uncommonly, hideous and difgufting. The 

riotous, drunken, and immoral fcenes of this 

place, perhaps, exceed all others. Commonly 

gro{fs obfcenity and intoxication preferve 

enough of diffidence to feek the concealment 

of night, and, affluming a kind of decency, 

ftrive to hide themfelves from the public eye: 

but, here, hordes of profligate females are 

feen reeling in drunkennefs, or plying upon — 

the ftreets in open day, with a broad im- 

modefty which puts the great orb of noon to 
the blufh. ‘Thefe daughters of Cypria are 

not only of manners peculiar, but likewife of 

fuch peculiar figure and apparel, that it were, 

perhaps, difficult, in any other part of Eng- | 

Jand, to find a correct refemblance of— 

* fweet Poll of Portfmouth.” | 

gi 
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To form to yourfelf an idea of thefe ten- 

der languifhing nymphs—thefe lovely fighing 

ornaments of the fair-fex, imagine a fome- 

thing of more than Amazonian ftature, hav- 

ing a crimfon countenance, emblazoned with 

all the effrontery of Cyprian confidence, and 

troad Bacchanaltan folly: give to her bold 

countenance the warlike features of two 

wounded cheeks, a tumid nofe, fcarred and 

battered brows, and a pair of blackened eyes, 

with balls of red; then add to her fides a 

pair of brawny arms, fit to encounter a Co- 

loflus, and fet her upon two ancles like the 

fixed fupporters of a gate. Afterwards, by 

way of apparel, put upon her a loofe flying 

cap, a man’s biack hat, a torn neckerchief, 

fione rings on her fingers, and a dirty white, 

ortawdry flowered gown, with fhort apron, 

and a pink petticoat ; and thus, will you have 

fomething very like the figure of a “ Port 

mouth Poll.” 

Callous to every fenfe of fhame, thefe da- 

ring objects reel about the ftreets, lie in wait 
at the corners, or, like the devouring kite, 

hover over every landing-place, eager to 
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pounce upon their prey; and each unhappy. 

tar, who has the misfortune to fall under their 

talons, has no hope of efcape till plucked of 

every feather. The inftant he fets foot on 

dry land he is embraced by the neck, hugged 

round the waift, or hooked in the arm by 

one or more of thefe tender Dulcineas; and, 

thus, poor Jack with pockets full of prize- 

money, or rich with the wages of a long 

and dangerous cruize, is, inftantly, dragged 

(though, it muft beconfeffed,not always againft 

his confent) to a bagnio, or fome filthy 

pot-houfe, where he is kept drinking, fmok- 

ing, finging, dancing, fwearing, and rioting, 

amidft one continued {cene of debauchery, all 

day and all night, and all night and all day, 

until his every farthing is gone. He is, then, . 

left to fleep till he is fober, and awakes to 

return, pennylefs, to his fhip—with much 

caufe to think himfelf fortunate, if an empty 

purfe be the worle confequence of his, long 

wifhed for, ramble afhore. 

My vifit to the dock-yard was of a nature © 

highly gratifying. I contemplated this vaft 

depot of ftores—this ereat workfhop of our 

~ee 
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navy, as the emblem of our nation’s glory. 

No. part of it efcaped my eye. I regarded 

each {pot with all the enthufiaftic veneration 

of a Briton, oroud of his country’s greatnels, 

and of the fplendid and heroic atchievements ~ 

of its defenders. 

The Tigre, thip of war, lately taken from 

the French, by Lord Bridport, being in dock, 

we had the opportunity of going on board, 

to witnefs the injuries fhe had fuftained from 

the thunderbolts of Britain. Her fhattered 

condition befpake, in ftrong expreffion, the 

terrible effe€ts of a clofe-fought action at fea, 

Yet were we told that all fhe had fuffered 

was trivial, compared to what is feen, in many 

vellels, after a battle. If fo, it is equally mat- 

ter of furprife that fuch veffels fhould be kept 

afloat, as that any fhould ever have been con- 

firucted capable of withftanding the deftruc- 
tive batteries now brought againft them. 

While examining the many wounds of 
the Tigre, my mind called up, in vivid affocia- 
tion, the late noble retreat made by our gallant 

admiral Cornwallis, which I have always 
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thought did lim high and fingular eredit. 

Conducted as it was, it had all the merit of 

a great victory, and I well remember that, at 

the firt moment of perufing the difpatches 

concerning it, I was imprefled with a high 

ienfe of that officer’s judgment, and his valour, 

and felt that I muft ever retain the higheft 

_refpe& for his profeffional talents. To have 

defended an inferior fleet, again{t fuch unequal 

force, and to have brought every fhip fafe 

inte port, argues a degree of intrepid deli- 

beration, of addrefs, and of fteady valour, 

which can only be found in a great com- 

mander. To have brought in the faft failing 
veffels of the fquadron had been meritorious: 

but to have dropped aftern, with thefe, and 

eaufed them to bear the blows, in protection 

of the flower veilels, whilit they made the 

beit of the wind, and, thus, to have faved the 

whole, was doubly honourable. It was great 

and bold, and worthy the brother of our 

brave and long efteemed Marquis, whofe high 

and well-appreciated talents are fo univerfally 

acknowledged, and fo increated in fplendor, 

by the humanity and benevolence of his na- 

ture. ‘That two fuch diitinguifhed comman- 
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ders, in-the different branches of our fervice, 

fhould be found in the fame family, is no 

lefs honourable to themfelves than gratifying 

to their country. Of fuch men England has 

juft caufe to be proud. Contemplating their 

characters, I feel as a Briton, and partaking 

ef my country’s pride, could exclaim, Such 

are Albion’s heroes—fuch her own legitimate 

fons ! | 

My vifit to Haflar hofpital was in keeping 

with that to the dock-yard. Conneéted with 

our country’s greatnefs, it called up a fimilar 

train of ideas, and I felt it an honor to Eng- 

land that fo noble an inftitution fhould offer, 

to our brave tars, the comforts required in 

ficknefs. Too much cannot be done for our 

navy, nor can the provifion for our fick and 

wounded defenders be too liberal; they merit 

all their country can beftow. It has long 

been faid, and, afluredly, with great correét- 

ne(fs, that Britifh failors are not only a bold; 

but a peculiar race of beings: the fa is 

ftriking, and although it were extremely dif- 

ficult to defcribe their fingular chara&ter, yet: 

may it be given in one fhort fentence, for— 

at 
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they are a race of heroes! Each in his ca- 

pacity, and as far as the power of an indi- 

vidual extends, is a decided hero. Of fear he 

only knows the name. Nothing fo delights 

him as to be led into clofe combat; and, ra- 

ther than be vanquithed, he would fubmit to- 

die at his gun. That fuch men fhould be 

liberally accommodated in their fufferings, 

muft be congenial to the warmeft withes of 

every Briton ; and to know that they are fo, 

is confolatory to the feelings of all who are 

fenfible of their value. It is due to their 

courage and bravery, and is demanded from 

their country’s gratitude. | 

The Haflar is, admirably, calculated, as 
an afylum, for this important purpofe. The 

eftablifhment is fplendid and liberal, and well 

worthy its obje@; and, in, fo amply, providing 

for her brave and fuffering defenders, Eng- 

Jand confults her beft interefts, while fhe 

proves herfelf to be mindful of the high du- 

ties of humanity. 

The hofpital, like many others of this 

‘ifland, from the grandeur of the edifice, might 
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be miftaken for a palace. It is built in an 

open, airy fituation near the fea, at a fhort 

diftance from Gofport. The fick are brought 

in boats, from the fhips at Spithead, and, con- 

veniently, received on fhore at a landing place 

at the hofpital. This great building, fitted for 

the accommodation of two thoufand patients, 

together with houfes for officers and the medi- 

cal attendants, a chapel, a laboratory, a variety 

of offices, and thirty-eight acres of good paf- 

ture land, belonging to the inftitution, is en- 

clofed within a high brick wall, with iron- 

gates, and a porter’s lodge at the entrance, 

which no ftranger is permitted to pafs, 

without the leave of one of the refident 

lieutenants; or the porter firft announcing 

his name to fome officer of the eftablith- 

ment. 

Much to the credit of the country this 

noble afylum, likewife, offers apartments for 

fick and wounded officers, where thofe who 

from convenience, or neceflity, with to avail 

themfelves of the benefit of the inftitution, 

may find every aid and comfort their fitua- 
tion demands. | 
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Nothing neceflary to the eftablifhment 

has been omitted. It is a diftiné building, fe- 

parated from all others, and, from poffeffing 

every effential within itfelf, is as complete as 

it is liberal, and does honor to the reign of 

George II. who has the merit of being its 

founder. 

The eftablifhment confifts of a governor, 

(ufually an old navy captain) three lieute- 

nants, three phyficians, three furgeons, two — 

vifiting apothecaries, a chaplain, an agent, a 

fteward, and a difpenfer, with afliftants and 

fervants in proportion to the number of 

fick. The hofpital accomodates one thoufand 

eight hundred patients, conveniently, but it 

jometimes happens that it receives as many 

as two thoufand. ‘This important eftablith- 

ment was founded in the year 1746, but was 

ten years before it was completed, the patients — 

not being admitted until the year 1756. The 

expenditure, as may be expected, from the 

nature of the inftitution, differs very widely 

in different years, varying from 10,000l, to 

upwards of 30,000l. per annum. 
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A plan has lately been formed for eftablith- 

ing a military hofpital, likewife, in this neigh- 

bourhood, for the accommodation of our fick 

and wounded foldiers. You will join me, I 

have no doubt, in wifhing that it may be at- 

tended with every potlible fuccefs, and that 

it may prove equally ufeful to our army, as 

the Haflar to the navy. The building is al- 

ready commenced, at Gofport, and it is.ex- 

pected to be in readinefs for the reception of 

patients next year, or, at the lateft, the year 

following. 

Atthe Haflar, a high degree of order and 

arrangement prevails, and all the regulations 

of the eftablithment are duly obferved. ‘The 

hofpital is clean, well ventilated, and- well 

conducted ; and the benefit, ‘intended, is re- 

eularly and correctly adminiftered, 

- But great and hberal as is the relief | 

held out, to the fick, by this fplendid infti- 

tution, we are not to contemplate it in the 

limited view of a mere afylum for thofe 

who are, immediately, fuffering. - Its obje& is 
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far more extenfive. It may be faid to bethe 

dep6t—the great and general receptacle of 

maritime ficknefs, and the beft guardian of 

our navy; for it not only offers a home to 

the fick, but holds out the means of keeping 

difeafe and infe@ion from our fleets. Every 

fhip lying in harbour, or upon going out to 

fea, has the privilege of fending any of the 

failors who may chance to be ill, to the Haf- 

lar; a regulation founded in wifdom, and 

fraught with great.and manifold advantages ; 

for, not only are the fick more fpeedily reco- 

vered, but, by this excellent: arrangement, 

every fhip is made free from difeafe, and con- 

tagion is prevented; or, if it fhould already 

exift, is kept from {preading through the 

veflel, or extending its direful effeéts to the 

fleet. Hence, from the extenfive accommo- 

dation of this admirable inftitution, and from 

the frit rules of cleanlinefs and ventilation, 

which are now obferved on board the thips, 

all apprehenfion is removed of great and 

general ficknefs in our navy. 

_ Dr. Lind, the fenior phyfician at the Haf- 

lar, politely offered his fervices, as guide and 
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condu@or to us, in our round at the hofpital, 

and we were much gratified in this oppor- 

tunity of becoming known to him. But few 

men could be found fo well calculated for the 

fituation and appointment he holds. The 

doctor is not only a man of profeffional ta- 

lents, but of great accuracy and fy{tematic 

arrangement. He, very obligingly, commu- 

nicated to us much information’ refpedting 

the interior ceconomy of hofpitals ; and, from 

his remarks, we collected many ufeful hints, 

of which we hope to avail ourfelves on fer- 

vice. From a perfon of fuch extenfive ex- 

perience, you may believe, that every word 

was treafured, and we fhall be happy in the 

opportunity of applying his obfervations to 

the benefit of the fick in our military hof 

pitals. 

In our walk through the Haflar, a man, 

apparently a convalefcent, came up to me, 
in one of the fever wards, and, accofting me 

in a firm tone of voice, without any preface, 

defired me to “take care of my pockets.” 

I heard him, without much furprife, fuppofing 

him to be a convalefcent in the delirium of 
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fevers when he quickly rejoined, ‘ take care 

of your pockets—for I’m a d——ble thief.” 

This confirmed me in the idea fuggefted by 

his firft addrefs: but I was foon undeceived 

by the information that he was “ a bounty=- 

man,’ {ent by one of the parifhes, as a part 

of the levy required to complete the manning 

of the navy; the parifh officers having, thus, 

availed themfelves of the opportunity of re= 

lieving the parith from an unfortunate object, 

who had long been a burthen to them, from 

being in a ftate of infanity. But too many, it 

is to be feared, have fought to fulfil the a& 

by ferving their country with fuch-like contri- 

butions, | 

I mentioned the ramparts as another ob« 
jet of our attention. Thefe form an agree- 

able relief to the general heavinefs of the 
town, by affording a lively and extenfive 

view of the environs, including the fea, the 
Ifle of Wight, and the Southampton river, 

with the fleets at Spithead and St. Helen’s. 

The works of a fortified town, being 

confiderably elevated, ufually form a pleafant 
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promenade, and offer a commanding view of 
the country adjoining. Could the mind di-— 

vet itfelf of all idea of the unhappy caufe 

which renders fuch barriers neceflary, they 

might be regarded as the ornamental im- 

provement of the place: but, too commonly, 

gloomy reflections conne&t with them, from 

the contemplation of the cruel ferocity of 

our nature, which requires that fuch defence 

fhould be oppofed to thofe of our own {pe- 

cies, and prevents mankind from aflociating 
in the peaceful harmony of one great family. 

That men fhould need to be thus protected 

again{t each other, is a melancholy refleGtion, 

and almoft amounts to a contradiction of all 

the boafted advantages of our reafoning fa- 

culty. The wild beafts of the foreft war, only, 

from the calls of appetite, and even under 

the powerful impulfe of hunger, devour not 

thofe of their own fpecies—but man! favage 

man! who boafts the exclufive faculty of 

reafon, employs his talents to the deftruGion 

of his fellow beings, and without even the 

plea of the beaft of prey—that nature im- 

pels him to it by the appetite fhe has given 

him, 
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The fortifications of Portfmouth have 
been, lately, extended to the part called Portfea, 

by which they have aflumed a more formidable 

afpea ; and although they are, even yet, more 

calculated to guard againft a furprife, than to 

withftand the regular attack of a befieging 

army ; ftill, from its fofles, its baftions, and 

its angles, this place wears more the appear- 

ance of a, regularly, fortified town, than any 

other of our ifland. But, happily, for Eng- 

land, fhe has been fortified by a greater mafter 

than Vauban, Colbert, or any other engineer 

of modern or ancient celebrity. The trident of 

old Neptune has dug a deep foffe around her, 

which Britons, of the prefent day, know how 

to guard, as their beft defence, againft all the 

fanguinary hordes of our fpecies. 

£2 
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LETTER VL 

Author receives infiructions to proceed to Cork in the Bridgee 

qwater tranfport. Is offered an exchange from the St. 

Demingo to the Leeward Ifland fiaff. LEmbarkation of 

troops. Tempefl nots Jcenery at Port/moutb. Author vifits the 

Civcus. Adventure of a Britifh tar at this theatre. Author 

lodges at the Widow Butler’s. Is led into religtous contro- — 

verfy with bis bofte/s. Obtains ber bleffing, by prefcribing 

a fimple food for her children. 

Portfmouth, O&ober aes 

Sela at Portfmouth, and the Ulyffes not 

yet come round from the Thames! Hender- 

fon and myfelf have received orders not to 

wait longer, but to repair, immediately, on 

board the Bridgewater tranfport, and pro- 

ceed to Cork. Of this veflel we do not hear 

the moft happy report. She is very old, and 

we cannot fancy her fo fafe-as the Ulyffes. 

We, likewife, hear that fhe is, already, much 

crowded with patlengers, and that- we have 

no profpect of obtaining, even, a-tolerable 

birth on board. But as I before remarked to 
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you, I am prepared for all I may have to en- 

counter, and refolved to meet whatever hap- 

pens fans me plaindre. 

Mafter has not received inftru€tions to 
accompany us, and we lament the profpedt 

of being fo foon deprived of his fociety. But 
we have fome hope, that he may, again, join 

us at Cork. Poffibly he may follow us in the 

Uly fies, and have the fatisfaGion of not being 

feparated from his baggage. 

You will learn with furprize that, what I, 

fome time ago, fought, in vain, is now offered ° 

to my acceptance. One of the phyficians of 

the Leeward Ifland ftaff, wifhing to go to St. 

Domingo, it has been propofed to me to 

make an exchange, giving him my appoint- 

ment, and taking his. But my arrangements 

are now fixed. Ihave a better knowledge 

of things conneéting with the fervice on 

~ which we are deftined, and my baggage is, 

already, on board a veffel bound for St. Do- 

mingo:—if, therefore, my deftination be 

altered, I can only know it officially, for 
=> 

E 3 
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eircumftances no longer prompt me to a VO- 

luntary exchange. 

Some troops were embarked yefterday, 

from this place. The weather was rough and 

unfavorable. Such indeed has it, conftantly, 

been, {ince our arrival at Portfmouth,—always 

ftormy, and, at times, tempeftuous, From 

this ftate of the weather we have had the 

opportunity of feeing this great maritime 

port to much advantage; a degree of gran- 
deur being added to the fcenery, which, in a 

more tranquil feafon, had not exifted. The 

general movement and activity have been, 

neceflarily, increafed. We have heard the 

deep roaring of the billows, and have liftened 
to the howling of the wind, and the beating 

of the ftorm among the fhipping; the troubled 

waves have dafhed, in heavy feas, upon the 

Jand, or broke, with violence, againft the 

rampart-walls ; boats and fhips have been fet 

adrift, others have been driven from their 

anchors and caft on fhore; and that degree 

of the terrific, neceflary to the fublime, has 

prevailed, But fublime and grand as it may 
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have appeared, you wiil believe that, as we 

are fo foon to be placed at the mercy of the 

reftlefs and turbulent waters, the ideas ex- 

cited, by this fcenery, have not been of the 
moft happy nature. | 

A fort of relief to the dull round of Portf- 

mouth has, lately, prefented itfelf,in a company 

of equeftrians, who have opened a circus, or 

theatre for horfemanship, in the hope of arnuf- 

ing the public, at more of profit than the bare 

fupport of the riders and their horfes. But, 

in this expectation, it feems probable, they 

may be difappointed, efpecially, if their vifit 

fhould be at all protracted. | 

To have difregarded this only amufement 

of the place had been a great negle@: but a 

fingle vifit has exhaufted all our curiofity. Of 

the fpectators, no {mall proportion confifted 

of failors, (drunk or fober,) and the lovely 
Cyprians I have before defcribed to you. The 
low buffoonery of the clown, you may be- 

' heve, was fuited to his audience, and, cer- 

tainly, it was coarfe and vulgar as, even, 

Portfmouth might defire. 

E4 
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Perhaps I might fay that the beft part of 

the entertainment proceeded from a jolly tar, 

in a fit of mirth, letting himfelf down from the 

gallery, to {natch off the fool’s cap,—which 

he put upon his own head, and, ufurping the 

place and character of the clown, defired him 

to “ budge,” for he was “ too great a fool to 

keep the deck.” ‘This introduced a very ludi- 

crous {[cene between Jack and the clown. The 

clown met the adventure as mere failor’s fun, 

bore it patiently, and, in his own way, en- 

deavoured to turn it to the amufement of the 

audience: while Jack made many hits of 

humor and drollery, and feemed not, alto- 

gether, unworthy of the cap. For fome time 

they maintained a very ridiculous and fportive 
conteft, who fhould wear it, Jack repelling 

the rough wit and farcafm of the clown with 

confiderable effect. But, at length, the latter 

obferving that “ ¢wo fools’ were “% too much 

for fo genteel an audience,” abruptly feized the 

cap from the head of the merry tar, and poor 

Jack, thus deprived of necromantic influence, 

recled off the ftage, a mere drunken failor, | 

ftammering, by way of apology, “ D..d.. 

dammee, ladies and g..gentlemen, Pit Ob bo 



liged to firike, for Pother’s the bub. .bigge 

fool.” 

~ From the time of our leaving the Foun- 

tain inn I have lodged at the houfe of a wi- 

dow, who proves to be a very ftri& dilciple of 

the zealous and bigotted Whitfield. This poor 

woman has feveral children, who are brought 

up in all the fcrupulous tenets of their fe; 

and, it being a part of the fyftem to feek pro- 

felytes, 1 am, fometimes, in my occafional 

conferences, betrayed into theologicai difcuf 

fions with my puritanical hoftefs. Moft 

- commonly they turn upon the hallowed doc- 

trine of predeftination ; when the {criptures 

are turned, and twifted, and tortured, and 

conftrued, and mifconftrued, in a variety of 

ways, and in all the trite language, and ready 

quotation of the fect, to exemplify the certi- 

tude of this great and univerfal principle; 

which, to minds lefs biafled, would only feem 

to plead an excufe for all the bad paffions of 

man, while it impeached the juftice of a be- 

nevolent, all-wife, and all-merciful ruler, — 

_ But, as J, always, hold religion facred, and 
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venerate true devotion, under all the various 

forms aflumed by every clafs of its votaries, 

however mifled, with regard to particular 

tenets, I, fo far, fubfcribe to the merit of the 

-widow’s arguments as to quit the topic in 

perfect harmony; although lefs impreffed 

with the great truths, fhe fo fervently urges, 

than her zeal for the good caufe would lead 

her to with. 

I feel, however, the fatisfaction of having 

obtained this poor woman’s efteem and grati- 

tude; although, by a circumftance lefs {piritual 

than religious obfervance ;—a concern, indeed, 

wholly temporal, for it regards, fimply, the 

body’s fupport! . Finding that fhe was often 

at a lofs to contrive a convenient and ceco- 

nomical dinner for her little brood, I hinted 

to her the great utility of rice. In reply to 

which fhe remarked, that fhe did often make 

them rice-puddings, but that they were very 

expenfive, and required much time and 

trouble in preparing. She did not feem'to 

have any idea that rice, imply boiled, could 

be eaten, or that it could be regarded as food, 

without the admixture of eggs, fugar, milk, 
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and fpices; and, when I affured her that Alain 
vice merely put into a bag and boiled, made 

avery wholefome and nourifhing diet, the 

{miled, and exprefled ftrong doubts of the 

fa&: therefore, in order to convince her, I 

defired that the would procure fome rice that 

day for the children’s dinner, and let me in- 
ftruct her how to prepare it. She did fo, 

with a fort of relu€tance, believing that it 

could not be good,—not eatable ! I repeated | 

my affurances that fhe would find it an im- 

portant article of diet, adding, that it was 

predefined for her children to ufe it as a 

principal part of their food.—This was a 

clofe fpecimen of her own logic, and a little 

{fiaggered her: but fhe could not “ tell by 

anticipation what was predeftined. Whatever 

was would come to pafs.”’ This, fhe believed, 

never could. She knew not what was to be; 

but, like the moft zealous of the feat, referved 

herfelf to judge the cafe of pre-ordination by 

the event, | 

At dinner-time the rice appeared, and, 

fortunately, it was well boiled. I defired them 
to mix with it fome moift fugar and a fall 
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piece of butter, and, giving fome of it to the 

children, begged of the mother to leave it to 

them todecide whether the predeftination I had 

foretold was not about to be fulfilled. They 

ate up, eagerly, what was given them, and 

afked for more. The poor woman, likewife, 

partook of it herfelf, and, to her great fur- 

prife, found it to be, not only a good and 

wholefome food, but very palatable. A fcene 

of joy and happinefs fucceeded, which I wit- 

neffed with the moft heartfelt fatisfadtion ; and 

I could not but take to myfeif the merit of 

having done a good action :—although it was 

but the humble one of prefcribing @ pudding 

to a poor widow, and her tender babes! | 

The dear little ones clapped their hands, 

and, in lifping accents, told their joy ; while 

the thankful parent relieved a heart, loaded 

with gratitude, by exprefling a multitude of 

acknowledgments, and praying Heaven, for 

ever, to blefs me. ‘ Now,” faid the, “ I can 

never be at a lofs for a pleafant, or a plentiful 

meal, for my poor children :” and, on my 

putting to her the queftion regarding my 

prediction, fhe replied, that fhe was not only 
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fully convinced of the truth of it, but that the 

further believed it had been predeftined by 

the Almighty, that I fhould be fent, to lodge 

in her houfe, to inftruct her how to provide, 

for her infants, a fit and palatable food, which, 

at all times, dhe might be able to procure.— 

She devoutly offered thanks to Heaven, on 

this happy event, which, fhe declared, 

brought, to herfelf and children, a degree of 

comfort, and of plenty, fhe had not dared to 

expect. | ; 

If I at all know your heart, my friend, 

however trivial it fhall feem to fome, this 

vwill not be regarded, by you, as, merely, an 

idle anecdote. You will envy me the bleffing 

_ of the widow Butler, and the fmiles of her 

innocent babes. | 



62 

Ua ed Bi Os Dae ae Bs 

Author goes to Spithead and St. Helen’s with Dr. Henderforts 
in feavck of the Bridgewater tranfport. They return to - 

Port{mouth unfuccefsful. Violent florm on the 29th of 

Oftober. Its effect upon the minds of the common people. 

Fleets detained by bad weather, and contrary winds. Sug- 

geftion that an approaching peace may prevent the expedi- 

tion from proceeding to its defination. Credulity of a hypo= 

chondriac lady, who afked a celebrated empiric to tell her 

the name of ber malady. 

| Portfmouth, O&tober, 31. 

oS one ro doubt, expected that my next 

letter would be addrefled to you from Cork, 
and will be {urprized to find that I am ftill at 
Portfmouth :—but this is among the num- 
berlefs uncertainties of my prefent calling. 

Upon receiving our inftructions to repair 
on board the Bridgewater, Dr. Henderfon and 
myfelf took a boat and went off to Spithead, 
in the intention of joining her, but, after fail- 
ing and rowing, amidit the fleets, there, and: 

at St. Helen’s, throughout, nearly, the whole 

) 
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of the day, we, at laft, returned without being 

able to find, our an 

We hailed a great number of veflels with 

inquiries, but could not obtain any accurate © 

tidings of the Bridgewater. One had no 

knowledge of her whatever ;—another knew 

~ her, but could not tell where fhe lay 5A 

third had never heard her name. Some had 

feen her, but faid fhe had fhifted her birth ; 

—fome thought fhe had dropped down to 

St. Helen’s ;—fome believed fhe lay at the 
Motherbank,—and others underftood that fhe 

had failed. Amidft all thefe contradiaory 

reports we could neither find the fhip, nor 

learn any certain intelligence refpedting her: 

hence, after a moft tirefome and fatiguing 

round, and confuming nearly a whole day in 

queft of the Bridgewater, it only remained 

tous to return to Portfmouth, and, again, wait 

for further orders. 

Previous to going into the boat we had 

been informed at the Tranfport-Office, that 

the veflel, we inquired for, had received in- 

frugtions to fail without delay: it is rhere- 

i 
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fore probable, that the might be getting under 

weigh at the very moment we went off in 

fearch of her. The following morning we 

learned that fhe had, actually, failed for 

Cork, | 

After the account I gave you, in my lat 

letter, regarding this fhip, you will not ima- 

gine that our difappointment was very af- 

fliting ;—and I, candidly, confefs that my 

greateft uneafinefs, upon the occafion, pro= 

ceeded from our fickening tour in the boat. 

The revived hope of feeing the Ulyffes, and 

the profpe& of regaining the fociety of our 

friend Mafter, held out to us more than a 

compenfation for our toil, In the Jatter ex- 

pectation we were fpeedily gratified ; but the 

fatisfadtion of greeting the Ulyfles ftill re- 

mains in anticipation, 

The weather continues to be very unfete 

tled. It has been ftormy and tempeftuous 

beyond all that is ufual, even, at the rougheft 

feafon of the year. On the 2gth inftant it 

blew a perfect hurricane,—like what we read 

of as, fometimes, happening in other countries, 
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but unlike all that we are accuftomed to wit- 

nefsin England. Had the fleet been at fea 

-. fomething very difaftrous would, probably, 

have befallen it; but as the weather has fo 

long been ftorn:y, we hope that the boifterous 

heavens will have exhaufted themfelves before 

the expedition fails. 

Between ten and eleven o'clock, on the 

morning of the 29th, a tremendous gale began 

to blow. The fky blackened. The tumid 

clouds rolled in heavy mafles, darting forth 

quick lightning, followed by loud burfts of 

thunder. The tearing gufts of wind brought 

with them violent fhowers of hail,-and de- 

luging torrents of rain. The whole elements 

feemed to be moved in one convulfive effort. °° 

The vivid lightning traced its path in broad 

and fiery flafhes, and the terrific thunder 

inftantly followed, as if raging to over- 

take them. At one inftant it rolled in op-— 
preffed and convulfive found, feeming to 

firuggle againft fome great impediment that 

confined it to the clouds, and, at the next, it. 

burft forth, in full explofion, as though a 

match had, fuddenly, fired the whole ordnanc¢, 
VOL. I. F 
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of heaven. Hailftones, of uncommon magni- 

tude, beat down with a force and rapidity, as 

if contending which fhould firft reach the 

earth: and fcarcely had they fallen, before 

the {weeping violence of tlie wind forced 

them into heaps like deep-drifted fnow ; in 

which ftate they remained for hours after the 

ftorm ; nothwithftanding the heavy torrents 

of rain which followed them. - 

The houfes were fhaken, to a dangerous 

degree, by the exceffive force of the tempeit. 

The loud ocean rolled in tremendous feas, 

and broke, in ruptured mountains, on the 

fhore. Many of the fhips were driven from 

their anchors; fome were difmafted; others 

caft away ; and boats, fet loofe by the ftorm, 

were {wallowed up by the troubled waters, 

and afterwards vomited, by the expelling 

throes of the fea, upon dry land. 

The hollow found of the wind, and the 

heavy beatings of the hail and rain, through 

the thick foreft of fhipping lying in the har- 

bour, together with the tremendous dafhings 

of the fea; and the troubled motion of the 
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--yeffels, upon its reftlefs furface, all combined to 
render the {cene greatly awful ; but too high 

a degree of the terrific was intermixed with 

it, for the {fpectator to regard its grandeur and 

fublimity in quiet contemplation.—To convey 

any juft idea of it would require the pen of 
a Milton, or a Shakefpeare. 

Great and general alarm prevailed, efpe- 

cially among the lower orders of people; in 

whofe minds a fearful affociation was excited, 

which carried them, infinitely, beyond the 

probable injuries to be expeCted. ‘They ran, 

trembling, into the remoteft corners of their 

houfes, uttering loud bewailings, and fearing 

that fome dreadful vifitation of the Almighty 

was upon them, and that He, in his wrath, 

was about to punifh their fins, by the de- 

ftruction of the town, and its wicked inha- 

bitants. Nothing was heard but the howl- 

ings of the tempeft. In all other refpedts 

a dread ftillnefs reigned. No living thing 

was feen upon the ftreets; and all around 

feemed hufhed in the filent paufe of con« 

fternation. , | 

| F2 
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_ When the violence of the ftorm had a 

little abated, and the rays of light began to 

iffue through the broken clouds, the trembling 

multitude ventured forth, and, aflembling in 

groups at the door-ways, relieved their ap- 

prehenfions by relating them to each other, 

in the reftored comfort of mutual intercourfe. 

At this moment I could not but remark 

the flriking effect of that great and leading 

feature of our nature,—the focial principle. 

Had thefe people remained alone, hidden in 

the corners of their houfes, their fenfe of alarm 

had, probably, continued much longer; but 

they derived manifeft relief from communi- 

cating with each other; and the very a& 

of relating their fears _infenfibly Spee 

them. 

Having much curiofity to hear their 

remarks, and to obferve their expreffions of 

terror, I mixed with thefe affociated groups, 

and found that their apprehenfions had been 

eteat and various. Some had magnified the 

ftorm intoan earthquake, fent to deftroy them. 

Others had believed it to be a hurricane, which 
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would bury them in the ruins of the town. 
Many had imagined they were to be fwal- 

lowed up by the fea, which threatened the 

place in huge and loud-roaring billows, 
Some, widening their fears to the whole ex- 

tent of our ifland, confidered the awful fcene 

as an omen to the Parliament (which was to 

meet this day), to warn them againf periift- 

ing in a “cruel and bloody war;” others, 

looking to the immenfe fleets preparing for 

our expeditions, believed the whole about to 

be fwallowed up, becaufe their empioyment 

was wicked; and all feemed to regard the 

tempeft as a fcourge, intended to punith the 

vices, and chaftife the follies of mankind, 

Whilft every one contemplated the event 

as of vaft and mighty import, bufy imagina- 

tion had tortured their individual fears into a 

thoufand forms. One worthy dame had felt 

the earth fhake under her; another faw the 

whole ftreet move; the olfactories of a third 

had perceived fulphureous fumes ifluing from 

below, and fome had even heard the church 

and other buildings falling into the opened 



79° 

chafms, and crafhing amidft the fhattered 
bowels of the earth. Thefe fecret terrors, you 

will believe, fubfided with the ftorm; yet 

all, in fobereft reafon, vowed they had never 
known the like before. | 

The injuries done were lefs than might 

have been expe€ted. Some of the thips and 

boats neceflarily fuffered ; a few houfes were 

unroofed; and, amid{t the devaftation, the 

windmill, at Gofport, was blown to the 

ground. It was, at firft, faid that many lives 

were loft,—but, happily, we do not find this 
report confirmed. 

The Weft-India fleet, the fleet for Gib- 

raltar, and the Channel fleet, are all detained 

by tempeftuous weather and contrary winds ; 

and there are fome among us who, from the 

pacific tendency of the King’s fpeech, and 
other circumftances, which they imagine to 

be favorable, would perfuade themfelves that 
our great expedition will never fail; or, that, 
if it fhould get under weigh, negociations for 
peace will prevent it from reaching the Weft- 
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Indies.. I dare not hazard an opinion upon 
this fubjeét. What fay you politicians of 
London refpecting it 

But I have fomething to tell you more 

amufing than ftorms, and fleets, and troubled 

feas. You will remember our occafional 

converfations refpe€ting the numberlefs perils _ 

and dangers that derive, to the public, from 
the licenfe afforded, in this country, to every 

idle and impudent boafter of empirical re- 

medies for the cure of difeafe ; and, without 

any violent furprize, you will place the fol- 
- lowing fact among the hoft of abfurdities 

which daily meet your eye and your ear. 

A phyfician, whom I had the pleafuré of 

_converfing with yefterday evening, was, fome 

time ago, called to vifit a patient who was, 

wretchedly, afflidted with hypochondriafis, 

She had long been under the care of the foi- 

difant and celebrated Doéfor——and had 
{wallowed of his all-healing, all-reftoring, all- 

ftrengthening, and never-failing cordial as 

much as had coft her ¢zwo-ana-twenty guineas. 

Still fhe was more and more low, dyfpeptic, 
Fy4- 
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and hypp’d ; and her poor flatulent ftomach 
was, cruelly, annoyed with the repeated po- 

tions of this infallible fpecific. At length, 

after enduring the doéfur, and his remedy, 

through a moft tedious trial, and finding no 

relief, fhe grew impatient to know, decidedly, 

the nature of her malady, and, at one of her 

vifits to the doéor, pointedly importuned 

him to teil her the real and true name of her 

difeafe : when this great man, finding that 

his patient was urgent, and that he was un- 

able, any longer, to evade the queftion, af- 

fumed a dignified and important air, and, 

with great gravity, made known to her his 

great opinion that fhe had -------- 

“ @ great fire in the bones!’ ‘The poor burn- 

ing lady, in all fullnefs of faith, gave credit 

to the fiery tale, and, in the true fenfe of a 

hypochondriac believer, felt that not only her 

bones, but her whole frame was rapidly con- 

fuming. Unhappily for the doéor, the foon 

after difcovered that taking his never-failing 

balfam was only adding fuel to her fire; and, 

at laft, upon turning to the newfpapers fhe 

found that, in the long lift of maladies to be 

cured by this omnipotent remedy, the door, 
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alas! had forgot to promife that it fhould 

extinguifh the “ fire in the bones ;” upon 

which fhe abandoned both cordial and doéfor, 

and applied for relief to the phyfician, who 

amufed us with the hiftory of the cafe. 
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LETTER VII. 

Author and his colleagues joined by Dr. Cleghorn. Doctors 

Mafter, Cleghorn, and the author cotemporaries at Kdin- 

burgh, and fellow-pupils of Guy's and St. Thomas's. 

Author and his comrades, joined by Mr. Nicholl, again vifit 

the Dock-yard, Haflar Hopital, and Forton Prifon. Vi- 

ciffitudes of war exemplified in the cafe of a French pri- 

foner. 

, Portfmouth, Nov. 8. 

Oor of evil, it is faid, fometimes fpringeth 

good: and I feel aflured that you will agree 

with me, in confidering the adage veriified, 

when I tell you, that the repeated delays to 

which we have been fubjeéted have proved 

the means of completing our party, by con- 

verting our harmonious trio into a ftill more 

focial quartette :—a circumftance which has 

happened from our being joined by Dr. 

Cleghorn, who is now arrived, at this place, 

on his way to join the St. Domingo hofpital 

fiaff. He is a pleafant, well-informed man, 

and of good profeflional abilities ; is brother 

to the profeffor of anatomy at the Univerfity 
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of Dublin, and nephew to the celebrated 

author on the difeafes of Minorca. His fo- 

ciety is a great acquifition to us, and we are 

much gratified in having fuch an agreeable 

addition to our party. We now look, more 

anxioufly than ever, to the arrival of the 

Ulyffes, in the hope of being allowed to efta- 

blifh a pleafant mefs for the voyage, 

On the day of Dr. Cleghorn’s arrival at 

Portfmouth, it happened that he met me 

walking in the ftreet, when, without any in- 

troduction, he direatly accofted me by name; 

and, on my feeming furprized, at being fo 

addrefled by a ftranger, he remarked that my © 

face was very familiar to him, from having 

feen .me often at the clafles in Edinburgh: 

upon a further eclairciflement, it proves that 

Mafter, Cleghorn, and myfelf were cotempo- 

raries, though not acquainted, at Edinburgh ; 

and that we were all pupils at Guy’s and St. 

Thomas’s in London. We are now met again, 

under circumftances calculated to create a 

durable intimacy, and we hope to remain af- 

fociated, until the calls of fervice fhall require 

our unwilling feparation. 
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I have alfo the pleafure of finding myfelf 
further relieved from the dulnefs of Portf- 

mouth, by the fociety of my friend Mr. Ni- 

choll, who is juft arrived here, in order to 

proceed to the Weft Indies, with the expedi- 

tion, but, on a much pleafanter fervice than 

ourfelves, viz. that of taking poffeffion of 

fome eftates, lately left him as a legacy, in 

the ifland of St. Vincent ; and from which he 

has the profpect of obtaining an income of 

feveral thoufands per annum. 

With our newly-arrived friends we have 

repeated our vilits to the Dock-yard, the Haf- 

Jar Hofpital, and the Forton Prifon. The 

wounded and fhattered Tigre again arrefted 

our attention. We alfo went on board the 

_ Bellerophon, and an immenfe fhip now 

building, which is intended to carry upwards 

of a hundred guns. 

At the prifon we met with a ftriking 

example of the numerous and fudden viciffi- 

tudes to which perfons are liable, who are 

expofed to the hazardous chances of war, 

| Obferving among the prifoners, an officer 
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who had loft his right arm, we were led to 

afk fome queftions refpe@ting him, when we 

learned that he was the very lieutenant who 

took pofleffion of our fhip of war the Alex- 
ander, at the time fhe fell into the hands of 

the French ; and that he had, afterwards, been 

taken in one of the fhips captured by Lord 

Bridport’s fleet, and had loft his arm in the 

ation. Thus the man, who, but a fhort time 

azo, rejoiced in victory, is now humbled by 

‘defeat, and has the fad mortification of being 

confined a prifoner, with the lofs of a moft 

important limb, and the melancholy profpe@ 

of being a cripple ihc gba the remainder 
ef his life. | 
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| Author and his comrades embark on board the Ulyffes at Spite 

head. Report of the expedition being about to fail. Cone 7 

fequent hurry and confufion. Scramble for provifions. 

Author and his comrades buy a giblet pie upon the fireet, 

het from the oven. Embarkatin feene at Port{mouth. 

Author's account of having witnefed a fimilar fcene at 

Geneva, but of a nature and extent far more afflictings 

ConduG of an emigrant marquis upon that occafion. Re= 

ception of the author and bis comrades on board the Ulyffes. 
Proceedings of the jfirft night on board. 

Spithead, Nov. 12. 

Grarrrines from the Ulyfles ! Our fufpenfe 

is, at length, relieved. ‘The day after I laft 

wrote to you, our long looked for Ulyffles 

arrived, with a fleet from the Downs, and 

yeiterday, Henderfon, Mafter, Cleghorn, and 

myfelf, took our births on board, finding 

Mafter’s and my baggage ftowed in great 

fafety. 

We left Portfmouth ina grand fcene of 

hurry and confufion, in confequence of it 

being reported, on the arrival of the fleet 
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from the Downs, that every fhip, belonging 

' to the expedition, was to fail, without further 

delay; thofe of the Leward ifland divifion 

for Batbadoes, and thofe of the St. Domingo 

divifion for Cork. The tranfports, with 

troops from Southampton, happening to drop 

down the river at the fame time, to rendez- 

vous at the Motherbank and Spithead, feemed 

to confirm the report ; and fuddenly, all was 

converted into extreme hurry and activity. 

- Multitudes, both frem the newly arrived fhips, 

and thofe which had been long waiting, | 

thronged on fhore to purchafe provifions and 

{tores, to complete their ftock forthe voyage. 

Many, who had pafled their hours of fuf- 

penfe in the town, had alfo their marketings 

to make; and hence the demand becoming, 

fuddenly, greater than the fupply, it intro- 

duced ali the confufion of a general fcramble. 

Each feized upon whatever provifions he 

could find, afking no queftions, but paying 

any money that was demanded. 

' Not aware of the tumultuous preffure of 

fuch a moment, and confidering ours to be 

Goly a fhort paflage, we had, purpofely, de- 
| 4 
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layed purchafing our meat, bread, and other 

freth provifions, until we fhould be certain 

that the fhip, in which we were to make the 

voyage, was arrived. But, fhould we proceed 

to fea, immediately, and the voyage be at all 

protracted, we fhall be reduced, by this ne- 

gledt, to falt food, and the fhip’s allowance 3. 

for, in the general {cramble, we were unable 

to obtain what we wifhed, and were com- 

pelled to repair on board with a very de- 

ficient fupply. 

All the butchers’ and bakers’ fhops were 

quickly emptied. Nota loaf, nor a bit of meat, 

not even a carrot, nor a cabbage remained, and 

many went empty away. Neither porters 

nor fervants were required, but every one, 

who was fuccefsful enough to put his hand 

upon any provifions, gladly became the 

bearer of his own load. To fhew you the | 
extremity to which we were reduced, I may 

tell you that our party {topped a man, upon 

the ftreet, who was carrying home a large 

giblet pie, hot from the oven, which we 

tempted him to let us take on board, by of- 

fering, for the pie and the difh, more than 
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double their value—or indeed any money he 

might demand. . 

To an unconcerned fpectator it muft have 
been a moft ludicrous and diverting {cene, 

and fuch as might have afforded full {cope to 

the all-animating pencil of Hogarth. We 

were too intimately affociated in what was 

pafling, to view it only with an eye of 

amufement. Still I could not but remark the 

oddity of the affemblage, and the varied ex- 
preflion of countenance, as actuated by hope, 

joy, difappointment, hurry, and anxiety. 

Military and naval officers, paflengers, fer- 

vants, foldiers, failors, boys, women, and ne- 

eroes, all crowded together upon the ftreets, 

formed one heterogeneous mafs—one great 

and motley groupe, of which every part was 

in bufy motion—each perfon feeling the ap- 

prehenfion of being left behind. 

‘From the multitudes of anxious heavy- 

laden individuals who were feen running with 

their burdens down to the boats, and {cram- 

bling to embark, it might have appeared to 

a ftranger, that the inhabitants oi Portfmouth 

VOU, t. fe 
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were making one great effort to carry off all 

the provifions, ftores, and furniture of the 

town, previous to evacuating it to the poffel- 

fion of an enemy. One hurried off with 

legs and fhoulders of mutton, another with 

half a fheep, a third with a huge piece of 

beef, and others with different joints of veal 

or pork. Here was aman running with a 

cheefe, there one with a fugar-loaf. Others 
were fcampering away loaded with rice, or 

papers of groceries. Some ran off with bags 

of bread, fome with bafkets of greens, po- 

tatoes, carrots, turnips, and the like. Many 

were feen bending under heavy bundles of 
clothes, wet from the wath ; others loaded 

with camp-ftools, deal boxes, fea-coffers, 

pewter utenfils, and various other kinds of 
{lores ; and, amid{ft the throng, ourfelves with 
the {moking giblet pie, and fuch other pro- 
vifions as we had been able to procure. Every 
one was upon the alert. Neceffity made all - 
induftrious, and, without any idle or {crupu- 
lous objeCtions, each was glad to minifter to 
his own wants, | 

{ntermixed with the bufinefs of. this 



83 

anxious {cene, were many other circumftances 

which increafed the general crowd and con- 

fufion of the picture; fuch as multitudes 

prefling into, and overflowing the fhops— 

people running againft, or tumbling over each 

other upon the ftreets—loud difputes and 

quarrelling—the: fadnefs of parting —greet- 

ings of friends, unexpectedly met, and as 

fuddenly about to feparate—failors quitting 

their trulls — drunkards reeling — boatmen 

wrangling—boats overloaded or upfet—the 

tide beating in heavy fprays upon the fhore-— 

perfons running and hurrying in every di- 

rection, for fomething new, or fomething 

forgot—fome curfing the boatmen for not 

-puthing off with more fpeed, and others be- 

_feeching and imploring them to {top a minute 

longer. 

_ Such was the ftate in which we left Portf- 

mouth, after a refidence of three weeks, du- 

ring which time we had regarded it as a dull 

- inanimate place ; but the change was fudden, 

‘and will be only tranfient: the hurry and 

tumult will vanith with the failing of the 
flect, and the town will relapfe into its trans 

| a2 
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quil famenefs, until the recurrence of a fimilar 

occafion, 

This troubled moment of fcramble and 

confufion called to my remembrance a fcene, 

not unlike it, but upon a far greater fcale, 

which I had witnefled at Geneva, at the time 

when the French general Montefquiow, after 

taking the town of Chamberry, marched his 

army again{ft that city. ‘This was a period 

of uncommon intereft, and it has ftamped an 

indelible impreflion upon my mind. Having 

made a long tour through Holland, the Pays- 

bas, Germany, Switzerland, and Savoy, my 

brother and fifter, and myfelf had propofed 

making the vicinity of Geneva our refting- 

place, during the autumn months, and, with 

this view, we had taken up our refidence at 

the village of Copet, near that city, in a cot- 

tage, built upon the very brink of its enchant- 

ing lake. 

From our wiadows we, at once, com- 

manded, perhaps the grandeft land{cape,and the 

fublimeft picture in nature. An expanfe of 

water thirty-fix miles in length, {ix in breadth, 
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and as bright as cryftal, was immediately be- 

fore us. Near to us, at the upper extremity | 

of this fine theet of water, appeared the city 

of Geneva, encompafling the end of the lake 

in femilunar form. Upon its fides were feen 

many villages, towns, and country, villas, 

diftributed amidft verdant fields, or luxuriant 
wineyards. At the diftance of a few miles, 
on the left fhore, was the celebrated town of 

Laufanne, with the towering mountains of 

Jura, which divide Switzerland from France ; 

and before us, on the oppofite coaft of the 

lake, rofe the gigantic Alps of Savoy, proudly 

elevating themfelves, in three vaft ranges, 

afpiring to the very fkies, and fcarcely leav- 

ing a fpace between the earth and heaven. 

The firft rife, gradually, behind the beautiful 
villas and vineyards bordering the lake, and 

are covered, to the top, with cattle and green 

herbage ; thofe of the fecond range, tower 

above thefe, and appear, at the diftance of 

from ten to twenty miles, in rugged pyramids 

of naked rock ; and the moft remote, which 

crown all the others, are feen above the 

clouds, at the diftance of forty or fifty 

G3 
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miles, appearing in huge fummits of ice and 

fnow. 

_ Here we had hoped to fojourn during 

the autumn, enjoying thefe. fineft fcenes of 
nature, placed, as it were, beyond the broils of 

a difordered world: but it was not permitted’ 

us, quietly to lull in nature’s lap, or, thus, to 

reft embofomed in her fofteft couch. Too 

foon ‘wide-fpreading violation reached this 

peaceful retreat, and the maniacal fever of 

change, which fhook the globe, fuffered not 

this heavenly {pot to efcape. 

Under the protection of a neutral republic, 

and believing themfelves fecure in this foul- 

enchanting retirement, many of the unhappy 

and perfecuted emigrants, from France, had 
taken refuge in this moft delightful neigh- 
bourhood, hoping to reft in quietnefs, and, 

peacefully, deplore their country’s woes; but 

the infectious revolution, which now fpreads 
its poifon abroad, refpects neither perfons nor 

places. No eftablifhment, however ancient 

or facred, js fecure againft its peftiferous ins 
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Ruence. It rages wide and wild, and, like a) 

ferocious beaft of prey, feems only eager to; 

devour and deftroy. 

At an early hour of the morning, long 

' previous to the ufual moment of perfons being 

allowed to enter the city, crowds of diftreffed 

and terror-ftruck emigrants, flying from the. 

adjacent country, thronged to the Chamberry 

gate, to feek protection within the walls, re- 

porting that the French army had feized tel 

town of Chamberry, and was proceeding 

againft Geneva. 

The news was unexpected as alarming, 

and the fudden apprifal introduced a fcene of 

terror and confufion not to be defcribed. ‘An 

univerfal confternation prevailed. The emi. 

grants expected te be maflacred if they fell 

into the hands of their implacable foes; and 

the ariftocratic party of the inhabitants looked 

to nothing but plunder, indignity, aie in- 

fult. 

_A general council was called, and it was 

refolved to demand the Swifs fublidy of 

G4 
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troops to defend the city. In the mean 

time feveral of the fenators deemed it prudent 

to embark fuch of their property as could 

be conveniently moved; and the whole 

body of emigrants haftened, without delay, 

to feek their fafety in the more independent 

territory of Switzerland. Of the inhabitants 

alfo, great numbers faw no fecurity but in 

quitting the town ; and many, who remained, 

held it prudent to fend away their wives and 

families. 

The fcene which followed was not unlike 

what we have, lately, witneffed at Portfmouth, 

but more general, and of a nature infinitely ~ 

more affliding. Indeed the fudden panic 

that overfpread the place, together with the 

alarm and confufion of the emigrants, begat 

a day of horror and diftrefs, which might 

have drawn compaffion even from the tigre- 

hearts of thofe who caufed it. 

Penetrated with every fearful apprehen- 

fion, multitudes abandoned their property, and 

ran from the city to efcape, only, with their 

lives; regardlefs whither they wandered, or 
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what path they took, fo it but led to a place 
of fafety. Others taking what property they 

could with them, crowded into boats upon 

the lake, in order to proceed, by water, to 

the Cantons of Switzerland. Many hurried 

away on horfeback, others in coaches, carts, 

waggons, or any fort of conveyance they 

could find. Every fpecies of carriage, of 

whatever fhape or ftruéture, was feized and 

driven away with more than a double load. 

Unhappily a new fource of diftrefs arofe, 

from an obftacle which the terrified multitude 

had not anticipated. The little town of Ver- 

foy, fituated upon the weftern border of the 

lake, is within the territory of France, and the 

frightened multitude, in purfuing the public 
route to Switzerland, which leads through 

this place, met with guards of military “ le- 

vellers’”’ ftationed upon the ftreets, and upon 

different parts of the road, who ftopped every 

perfon, and every carriage, under pretence of 
fearching for emigrant, or contraband pro- 

perty. But thefe new comptrollers of the road 

_ ——this new fpecies of highway robbers, fanc- 

tioned by that odious badge of Jiberty, the 

\ 
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national uniform, having, in compliance with 
the fyftem and principle of the revolution, 

fubdued all the antiquated prejudices of con- 

fcience; ftole and plundered without referve. 

The law ‘of force being their only rule of 

juftice, they found no difficulty in attaching 

the term “ emigré”’ to whatever they defired 

to pofiefs. If emigrant property was found, 

it was tofled out upon the open road; the 

packages emptied, and whatever was valuable 

taken away: and thofe perfons who were 

difcovered to be emigrants, were, further, 

robbed of their fhoe-buckles, knee-buckles, 

-ear-rings, and the like, and fubjected to every 

low and degrading infult that could aggravate 

their misfortune, or augment the diftrefs of 
their retreat. For more than a mile, between 

Verfoy and Geneva, the road was ftrewed 

with interrupted carriages—with trunks,boxes, 

imperials, and other packages, expofed to the 

rough examination, and the plunder of thefe, — 

foi-difans, fons of freedom. . Whole trains of 

carriages were thus detained for many hours, 

and others were not fuffered to proceed. 

Multitudes of perfons hearing of therude 
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infpection to which thofe in advance were’ 

fubjeCted; returned, before they reached the 

firt {tation of French troops, hoping to make 

their efcape, with lefs dificulty, by water. 

But in this they were not lefs unhappy, for 

the freedom of the lake was alfo violated. 

The tri-coloured marauders of Verfoy, ob- 

ferving a crowd moving upon the water, fent 

out. four boats, and ftationed them acrofs the 

lake, with inftrutions to intercept every vel- 

fel that fhould attempt to pafs; and inter- 

ruption and plunder prevailed, equally, upon 

the land and the water, 

The whole town was now at the higheft 

point of diftrefs ; boats, carriages, and vehi- 

cles of every defcription were crowding back, 

both from the road, and the lake; the French 

army was faid to be actually on its march from 

Chamberry ; and, ftill worfe, from the demo- 

cratic. part of the citizens being diflatisfied 

with the decifion of the council, refpe@ing 

the Swifs troops and the defence of the city, - 

the place was threatened with inteftine com- 

motion. No one felt fafe in the town, yet 

none could efcape from it, without injury or 
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infult.—The moment was awful as perilous. 

‘Confternation was feated upon every brow. 

The fireets were crowded with parties, each 

fufpeGing the other’s deligns: and from the 

more violent and diforderly calling aloud, 

© Point de Suilfes—Point de Suiffes,” it was 
to be apprehended that fome dreadful con- 

yulfion might enfue, 

In this alarming flate of the city the 

eouncil was again aflembled, and, in order 

to appeafe the. difcontented, it was refolved 

that fome ftep fhould be taken to evince the 

amicable difpofition of the government of 

éseneva, towards the republic of France. A 

decree was accordingly paffed, that the French, 

efident at Geneva, who had not been ac- 

Enowledged fince the memorable roth of 

Augult, fhould be recognifed, as envoy of the 

French republic, and that he fhould be re- 

quefted to proceed to general Montefquiou, 

commanding the French army, with affur- 

ances of friendthip from the council and peo- 

ple of Geneva. 

This, in fome degree, quieted the diflati- 
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fied citizens: but “ Point de Suifles—Point de 
Suiffes,” continued to be occafionally heard. 

The council, however, did not abandon the 

decree of calling in the Swifs levy, but re- 

ferved all further proceedings, until they 

fhould receive the anfwer of general Montef- 

_ quiou,to the friendly communication conveyed 

through the medium of the French refident. 

in the mean time, as the whole town feit 

‘indignant on account of the freedom of the 

lake being infringed, an armed veffel was 

difpatched to affert the rights of the ftate of 

Geneva; and to infift upon the free and un- 

interrupted paflage of all veflels going from 

the city. The remonftrance fucceeded, and — 

no further obftacte being oppofed, every boat, 

barge, and {kiff—every veffel that could carry 

an oar or a fail, was, immediately, employed, 

and the general hurry and confufion were ten- 

fold increafed. Anxious multitudes thronged 

on board, and the crowded boats were in 

danger of being upfet, or funk to the bottom. 

From the diftrefs and extreme peril which 

intermixed with, and augmented the confufion 

£5 
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of this difaftrous period, it was rendered 

highly afflicting. Not only the peace and 

property, but the lives of numbers were at 

-hazard. To go off in the boats, crowded as 

‘they were, was extremely dangerous; but 

ftill greater peril awaited longer delay. 

Hence, at all rifks, thofe who could poflibly 

find place, ventured themfelves afloat, and, 

quickly, we faw, from our window, as it 

were, a whole town moving upon the water. 

Among the crowd that appeared before 

the city gates early in the morning, as well 

as among thofe who left their homes, to 

efcape from the town, were groupes of the 

various defcriptions of young and old; male 

and female, rich and poor, polifhed and vul- 

gar, all confounded, pall-imall, together. AG- 

ing from the fudden impulfe of terror, many 

thought only of the fafety of their perfons ; 

and fome, in their hafte and anxiety to efcape, 

ran off without hats or fhoes—fome without 

caps or bonnets. Few, indeed, were enough 

collected to regard either propriety or orna- 

ment of drefs. The countenances of all 

befpake more important concern; but their 
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feelings were differently depicted, and fo 

~ great was the motley variety of the. throng, 

that had the occafion been lefs painful, -the 

whole feene might. have appeared asa ludi- 

crous f{pe@acle. But all the circumflances 

connedting with it, were fo ferious and afflia- 

ing, that every feeling of levity, which might 

have arifen from the various incidents of the 

moment, was abforbed in the general emotion 

of compaffion for the fufferers. 

Both the fympathy and aftonifhment of 
the town were excited, in a peculiar manner, 

towards an unfortunate old~ lady, nearly 

eighty years of age, who had heard the 
alarm in the night-time, and, in order to 

fave her life, had hurried away on foot, from 

her place: of refidence, and had been com- 

pelled to walk many miles to reach Ge- 

neva; where fhe appeared, amidft the terri- 

fied crowd, before the hour of opening the 

city gates. 

Very. different was the fenfation created 

by the misfortune, or rather by the conduct, - 

under misfortune, of a frivolous marquis—a 
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petit maitre who was driven back to the town — 

by the rude boat-infpectors from Verfoy. A 

party of Englifh who had been acquainted 

with this emigrant, during his refidence at 

Geneva, wifhing to affift him in his efcape to 

the Cantons, had offered him the proteétion 

of their boat. But the fans-culottes fearchers 

of the veffel, finding their ex-countryman on 

board, minutely infpected every package, — 

plundering the marquis of his, and. detaining 

much of what belonged to his kind pro- 

tectors ; but, worft of all, they robbed the un- _ 

happy marquis of his fhoe-buckles, his knee- 

buckles, and—his beloved ear-vings ! and thert 

obliged him and the party to return, not fuf- 

fering the veffel to pafs on account of having 

an emigrant on board. Upon landing from 

the boat, this infignificant fribble ran to my | 

brother and mylelf in loud bewailing, forget- 

ful of the greater lofs of his baggage, and 

that his life was ftill in danger, and lament- 

ing only “6 les cheres boucles d oreilles I” 

‘OQ! Meffieurs,” cried the wretched fop, 

‘¢ Les vilains republicains ont volé mes boucles ’ 

d’oreilles. Les gueux! Les voleurs! Les 
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enragés democrats! Ils ont volé mes cheres 

boucles d’oreilles! Helas! qu’elles etoient belies! at 7 
‘qu elles etoient fuperbes! UO! pourquoi faut il 

que je les aie perdues! Les voleurs! Les co- 
® ® , @ 9% 1.9 ; . 

quins! Pourquoi faut il qu ils mayent vole mes 

boucles d’oreilles!” All his concern: all his 

anguith feemed tocentreinthefe idle ornaments 

—thefe effeminate appendages of his ears, 

I need not explain to you the emotion 

created in our minds by the poor marquis’s 

eriefs. Such inefiable frivolity, exhibited at 

a moment of the heavieft affliction, could not 

but render its objet contemptible. But as 

{oon as the bitter calamity of loting his ear- 

drops would allow him to think of his per- 

{onal fafety, we, in compaflion to his misfor- 

tunes, affifted in conveying him, by means 
of a {mall private boat, to the oppofite fide 
of the lake, where we put him on {hore upon 

the territory of Savoy, and left him to fteal 

his way through the vineyards, into the Can-= 

tons of Switzerland. 

; But you will fay that I am ftraying as 

wide as the marquis, and, like him, dropping 

VOL. I. I 



98 

trifles in your ears, to the exclufion of more 

immediate, or more important fubjedts: let 

me, therefore, return with you tothe Ulyfles, 

and tell you, that upon reaching the fhip, we 

had fo anxioufly looked for, we were re- 

ceived as people unknown and unregarded— 

conducted into a large ward-room, ftrewed 

with various kinds of lumber, and there lefs,. . 

as in a wildernefs. No births had been pre- 

pared, nor any kind of arrangement ‘made 

for our accommodation. Notacot was flung ; 

nor any fleeping place allotted. The ward- 

room was open to all, and was to ferve for the 
whole of the paflengers. We were turned 

in loofe, with fix or eight other perfons, and 
foon found ourfelves to be, only, individuals 

of the general herd —the whole flock being 
left, at large, like fheep ina common fold. 

The veflel is commanded by an officer 
of the navy, and it was no part of his duty 
to prepare accommodations for paflengers he 
neither knew nor expefted. She is one 
of the old forty-four gun frigates, and carries 
fome of her guns as an armed tranfport. Had 
our fhip been a@ commen tran{port, ora mer- 
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chantman, I fhould have felt enough at home 
to have demanded all we required, but, from 

not having, before, been paflengers on board a 

fhip of war, Cleghorn, Mafter, and myfelf 

Were quite at a lofs how to proceed. For- 

tunately Henderfon is more aw fait to thefe 

fubjedts, and from underftanding the neceflary 

etiquette, kindly took upon him(elf the .tafk 

of meliorating our condition. Waving ap- 

plied, with all due ceremony, to the Governor 

_ of our ocean: caftle, he foon fucceeded in bring- 

ing one of the lieutenants to our aid; who, 

very obligingly, gave immediate directions 

for bettering our fituation, and it was gra- 

tifying, beyond all the advantages of per- 

fonal accommodation, to obferve with what 

_ promptitude his orders were put into exe- 

cution. The packages, and other incom-- 

moding lumber, were quickly removed; and 

a canvafs partition was put up to divide the 
ward-room into two feparate apartments ; al- 

lotting to us that on the ftarboard fide. Four 

cots were flung, in a row, over the cannon, 

and inclofed with another canvafs running, 

parallel with the former,throughout the whole 

length of the ward-room. This formed a’ 

Ls pe 
See 
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general fleeping birth for our mefs, allowing 

to each his appropriate drefling room between 

the feveral guns: and, thus, were we {peedily 
accommodated with five diftinct apartments, 

confifting of a long narrow dining room, and, 

as we were aflured, four excellent bed-rooms. 

We were both amufed and gratified in 

obferving the expertnefs of the fhip’s car- 

penters, and all the men employed upon this 

occafion; and it afforded us great pleafure to 

remark how prompt and obedient they were 

in executing the commands of their officers. 
On board a tranfport, or a merchantman, 

feveral days would have been expended, in 

preparing what was here completed in a 

fingle hour. | 

As we are only frefh-water failors, it was,. 

hinted, for our information, that the aft, or 

iternmoft cot, being the upper birth on the ftar- — 

board fide, was deemed the place of honor, and 

hence appropriated to the ufe of the captain, 

- 

always, when the officers fleep in the ward- 
room. My ambition did not lead me to contend 
for this fickening poft of honor, therefore, in 

i 
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obedience to my poor naufeated ftomach, I, 

very humbly, required to be allowed to take 

the loweft cot of the four, and am accordingly 

indulged with the birth neareft the centre of 

the fhip, where I lhe with my three comrades 

kicking, in a row, at my head. 

Our firft night has been reftlefs and 

difturbed—the unpleafant heaving of the 

fhip—the creaking of bulk-heads, and 
other noifes—the uneafy motion of the cot, 

and a whole hoft of annoyances, prevented 

me from fleeping. Ateach movement of the 

fhip, or the cot, my feet were ftruck againft 
the bulk-head at the bottom of the ward- 

room ; or | was bumped upon the huge can- 

_non ftanding under me; or had Cleghorn’s feet 

roughly prefented tomy head. Some of thefe 

evils arofe from the cot being badly flung, 

and will be removed; and a few days, I 

‘truft, will reconcile me to thofe which cannot 

be remedied. 

i 3 
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Ei ge BN ad ti Soo 

Leeward Iland divifion of the expedition puts ta fea. Ap- 
pearance of the fleet on doubling the point of the Ifle of 

Wight. Its fatling forms a grand and pleafing fpettacle. Fire 
ang of cannon on board a foip. Author's fenfations convince 

him that he is no longer upon terra firma. Putrid wa- 

ter on board the Ulyffes. Kitchen Inconveniences. Mu 
thor expects to proceed to Ireland. 

Hi. M. 8, Ulyffes, Nov. 19. 

sis long expected day is at length arrived, 

when our proud fleet {wells its lofty fails to 

feek the enemy. Theloud fignal of departure 

being given, all the fhips of the Leeward Ifland 

divifion weighed anchor this morning, and 

put to fea under a moft favourable breeze. 

The Ulyffes being left to wait the failing of 

the convoy for Cork, we remained tranquil 

fpectators, and had every opportunity of en- 

joying the fcene; which was great, and 

fplendid, and led me ftrongly to with that 

you had been here to witnefs it, with us. 

The day being fine, and the wind from a 



103 

friendly quarter, the picture was beautiful, as. 

it was grand and animated. On_ paffing 

round, or, to ufe the failors’ term, on doubling 

the point of the Ifle of Wight, all the thips 

feemed to fall into regular fucceflion, forming a 

line of numberlefs extent—each elevating her 

fails, into view, over the territory of the ifland, 

as though they were contending which fhould 

be longeft feen ; or, as if ftriving to rival the 

clouds, in their travels through the fkies, con- 

{cious that they,too, bore, within them, their 

thunder, and their lightning. 

It was a pleafing fpetacle to every be- 
holder, andthofe who felt as Englifhmenought, 

derived, from it, fenfations peculiarly grateful. 

To witnefs fuch a fleet full-fwelling, from 

our little ifland, into the broad ocean, to fight 

our battles in a far diftant country, conveyed 

ideas of greatnefs and power, which were 

calculated to raife a juft ambition in every 
Britifh bofom. The fhips of war and tranf{- 

ports exceeded two hundred fail. The im- 

menfe fhip, the Commerce de Marfeilles, cap- 

tured at Toulon, is at the head of the convoy, 

with the admiral, the commander in chief 

H 4 
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of the army, and nearly a thonfand troops on 

board, It is, currently, reported here that the 

whole of thefe, together with theCork divifion, 

are to rendezvous at Barbadoes, and, making 

that the grand depét, proceed, from thence, to 

the attack of various colonies. 

For a long time paft has this vaft. ar 

mament been expected in the Weft Indies, 

and during many tedious weeks has England, 
_almoft daily, looked for its departure: but to 

prepare, and fet afloat fuch a fleet, and fuch 

an army, is an undertaking of no trifling 

magnitude: and far more difficult in the ex- 

-ecution than thofe fuperficial obfervers, who 

are ignorant of the fervice, are willing to 

imagine. If it meets with fair winds, and 

proceeds without difafter, or unforefeen 

delay, it may yet arrive at a good feafon, and | 
in time, perhaps, to effect all its intended 

Operations, 

We were, yefterday, regaled with the 

loud treat of hearing the thip’s cannon fired, 

while we were on board. Every thing 

was cleared away, as if preparing for adtion ; 
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all the doors and windows were fet open, and. 

every precaution uled, to prevent injury or 

accident. We remained in the ward-room - 

during the time of firing the guns, in that 

part of the fhip, and endeavoured to be ftrialy 

attentive to the effet. It was not unlike a 

_ violent ftroke of eleétricity : and, fora moment, 

we felt ftunned with the fhock. The jarring 

-concuffion conveyed the fenfation of the 

whole fhip having fhivered afunder, or fud- 

denly burft into atoms ; and it feemed matter 

of furprize that the ears of the failors fhould, 

ever, become capable of fupporting the fuc- 

ceflive and violent explofions of a hoftile en- 

gacement. Notwithftanding the precaution 
of letting down the windows, thofe of the 
quarter gallery were fhattered to pieces. 

You. know what a fick and fuffering 

failor I am, and will not be furprized to learn 
that the flight motion of the thip, at anchor, 

gives me a degree of head-ach, witha fenfe 
of naufea, and uneafinefs of ftomach. It does 

not quite amount to ficknefs, but is fuf- 
ficient to make me know that I am not upon 

terrafirma, Poflibly the gradual introdudtion 



100 

effected by our prefent delay, may enable 

me better to fupport the more fevere motion 

of failing; and, from growing. accuftomed 

to the fhip, while in harbour, I may be lefs 

a fufférer when we put to fea. 

We are daily becoming more fettled, and 

better reconciled to our floating dwelling: 

but we are fometimes annoyed by the merry 

crowd on the other fide the canvafs. Some 

late additions have been made to their party ; 

and this feems-now to be the general me(fs, and | 

common receptacle of paflengers : but, group- 

edas they are, friends and flrangers together, 

we fometimes find that they are fufficiently 

acquainted to become more loudly joyous 

than is quite agreeable, in fuch near neigh- 

bours. 

As we are to wait for other ‘thips, we 

may now find an opportunity of adding to the 

{canty ftock of provifions, which we procured. 

-amidft the general {cramble of embarkation; 

and we hope, alfo, that our veffel will have 

time to take in a freth fupply of water; for we 

have, hitherto, fuffered, very feverely, from not 
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having any, but what has been putrid and of- 

fenfive, on board ; and coming, direlly, to this 

from the fhore, has rendered it far worfe than 

if we had been, gradually, compelled to fubmit 

to it, after being a long time at fea. To myfelf, 

in particular, this is a weighty misfortune, as | 

have not the common refourceof flying to wine 

and beer, as a relief. We have taken to our aid, 

both purifiers and filtering ftones; and, very 

foon, we hope to have good water from the 

fhore. We are further aflured of having our 

prefent fufferings compenfated upon the paf- 

fage ; for the Thames water, now {fo offenfive, 

will foon reftore itfelf, and, becoming fettled 

and depurated, will be clear and {weet as we 

could defire. | | 

With regard to our eating, likewife, ’tis 

well we are not of the Epicurean {chool., 

The many difagreeable {fmells, and the heaving 

motion of the fhip, have much impaired our 
appetites ; and, were we fqueamith, or over- 
dainty, we mutt, literally, ftarve ; for our fhip- 
cuifinier happens to be fit only to cook for 
the feafoned ftomachs of old Neptune’s hardieft 
fons. In ftrength and ftature this governor 
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of the galley might be deemed a fit opponent 

for Hercules, although his appearance fome- 

times calls up the idea of a fable f{pirit who had 

been long broiling in the dark regions of Pluto, 

His profeffional ignorance is only exceeded 

by his general ftupidity. He makes us a daily 

_ vifit at breakfaft-time, to receive inftructions. 

regarding dinner; and he, ufually, ftumbles 

upon fome outrageous miftake, or, totally, 

fpoils whatever is put into his hands. A few 

days ago he was defired, together with other 

difhes, to let us have fome beef-fteaks ; and ha- 

ving receivedhis in{tructions, he bent his neck, 

in refpectful civility, and haftened away: but, 

within a fingle hour after, lo, and behold! 

came our cook running and puffing into the 

ward-room, with a great difh of beef-fteaks, 
all hotand{moking. He had ufed uncommon 

expedition in getting them ready, and, added to 

the blunder of giving us dinner an hour after 

breakfaft, he had burnt the fteaks as black as his 

own {kin, and as dry as the outfide of a teas 

kettle. 

As foon as the other veffels are ready, the 

Ulyffes, we are told, is to proceed with them 
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to Cowes harbour, to join the St. Domingo 
divifion. It is probable, therefore, that my 

next letter may be addrefled to you from 
Ireland. 
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LETTER XI. 
\ 

Ai dreadful form overtakes the fleet. It returns to St. Helen's 

in a difabled condition. Author's fenfations during the form. 
Thofe of other Paffengers unaccuffomed to the fea. Quaint 

jokes and remarks of the failors. Difmal effects of the 
gale. Author and his comrades go on foore at Port{mouth, 

—andat the Ife of Wight. Are told that the Ulyffes is to 
proceed to Ceve with the ai fair wind, without waiting 

for the convoy. 

Spithead, Nov. 19. 

Win, in my laft, I mentioned to you the 

erand and fplendid fight we had witneffed, 

in the failing of an important divifion-of our 

great expedition, I did not anticipate the 

painful reverfe of, thus foon, communica- 

ting the unhappy tidings of its return. But, 

aaa how uncertain are all human expec- 

tations! Pleafed as we were at the proud 

failing of this fleet, only a few days fince ; now, 

we fhould rejoice, ftill more, could we fee 

every fhip again fafe in harbour. 

We, yefterday, experienced a moft tremen- 

dous gale, which, from its difaftrous effects 



rit 

among the fhipping at Spithead, led to very 

painful apprehenfions concerning the fleet 

which had fo lately gone to fea. The wind. 

having fhifted to an unfavourable point, and 

blowing with great violence, it was manifeft 

that the convoy could not proceed; and 

but too evident, that many of the fhips muft be 

damaged or loft; and | am forry to add that 

we are, already, witnefling the melancholy con- 

firmation of our fears, for the fleet not having 

cleared the channel, was unable to weather 

the ftorm, and, during the whole of this day, 

different fhips have been dropping in at St. 

Helen’s, in a fadly difabled flate, bringing fill 

worfe tidings of thofe left behind. A ftorm 

fo violent and deftructive has feldom been 

known in this climate; indeed, many who 

had been in the Wet Indies, remarked, that it 
was f{carcely inferior to a tropical hurricane. 

Even the admiral’s fhip was in extreme peril, 

and, with great dificulty, weathered the gale. 

She is now brought back in a much injured 

condition, being very leaky, and having a con- 

fiderable depth of water in her hold. So 

alarming was her fituation, during the ftorm, 

_ that if the boifterous elements had raged on 

but a little longer, fhe had, probably, gone to 
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the bottom, with the general, the admiral, and 

nearly two thoufand fouls on board. We 

are told that fhe is fo damaged as to be unfit 

for further fervice, and that, notwithfanding 

the large fum lately expended in repairing her, 

fhe can never, again, be fit to go to fea. 

The confufion of a crowded convoy in- 

ereafed the danger of the gale. Some veflels 

became ungovernable, and ran on board each 

other ; fome had their fails fplit; others were’ 

difmafted; fome loft their bowfprits ; and. 

{carcely any efeaped without more or lefs of 

injury. Many were loft upon our own 

fhores—others were wrecked upon the coaft 

of France—fome f{prang a leak—and feveral, 

alas! foundered-and funk. Thofe, even, of 

the crews, who are made prifoners, from their _ 

_thips having been blown upon the enemy’s 

fhore, have much. caufe to be happy—for 

others, lefs fortunate, fharing the fate of their 

vellels, perifhed in the fathomlefs deep. 

Great multitudes are known to be loft; but 

the full extent of this fad difafter cannot yet be 

afcertained, for crippled fhips ftill continue to 

drop in: it is therefore hoped that fome may 
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appear which report leads us not'to expect. 

Among the more hopelefs is the Stanley, with 

fome hundreds of troops on board. Of this 

fhip not the flighteft intelligence can be learned, 

from any one yet returned. She is fuppofed 

to have gone to the bottom, and all hands to 

have perifhed! What a fad and melancholy 

change! By how flender a thread are the. 

hopes of man fufpended! This great fleet 
which had coft fo much time, and toil in 

~ its equipment; and which, under the faireft 

prof{pects, fo lately {welled her fails to feek 

the broad ocean, is already defeated, dif- 

abled, and brought to ruin! What an exam- 

ple! What a ftriking proof of the weaknefs 

of human forefight; and the uncertainty of 

all our wifeft calculations ! 

The damage done to the veffels, imme- 
diately around us, and the perilous ftate of cur 

own fhip, although lying at anchor, had caufed 

a too faithful reprefentation of the evils which 

might have befallen us, had we been on our 

paflage to Ireland; and rendered us happy in 

not having, previoufly, gone to fea, Signals 

of diftrefs were heard on all quarters. Pieces 

VOR VI. I | 
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of mafts, cordage, and planks floated by the. 

fides of the Ulyffes: All was hurry and alarm 

around us. Many veflelsnear tous wereinjured 

—fome, driven from their anchors, drifted on 

board other fhips, or were caft on fhore, and, 

being there wrecked, remained, before our 

eyes, fad examples of the greater difafters to 

be apprehended from the ftorm. 

Such, even, was the perilous infecurity of 

the Ulyffes, that although, to ufe the fea-term, | 

we had /owered our top-mafts, and made alt 

fnug, it was deemed expedient to prepare the 

guns, for the purpofe of firing fignals of dif- 
trefs ; and, had the gale continued much lon- 

ger, we might have required affiftance, which, 

at fuch a moment, it haa been impoffible to 

obtain. 

I was, exceffively, fick and ill; and from 

the deep rolling, heavy toflings, and the many 

troubled motions of the fhip, was quite unable 

to fupport myfelf upon my legs. Staggering 

and ftumbling I crawled out of the ward-room 

to the middle of the half-deck, to feck a more 

central part of the fhip, and, there, clinging 
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- to fome firm hold, remained, fick and com- 
fortlefs, to wear out a moft diftrefsful day. 

Afflicted with head-ach, a naufeated ftomach, 

and trembling limbs, my contemplations were - 

not of the moft confolatory nature. I faw all 

the evils that were to befal our fleet under 

their moft gloomy colors. I beheld the con- 

voy difperfed ; fhips ftruggling in the gale; 

my- fellow creatures finking; and the whole 

expedition difcomfited: the mind fympa- 

thizing with the fickened frame, all was 

pictured as one grand fcene of difafter and 

deftruCion. 

~ My friend Mafter, and fome others on 

board, fuffered ftill more feverely than I did; 

for, by fixing myfelf to the fpot where I 

found a free circulation of air, and, com- 

paratively, but little motion, the naufea, which 

diftrefled me, did not proceed to the violent, 

and almoft inceflant reaching, with which 

they were afilicted. 

In the midf of our apprehenfions, and 
our danger, I could not but notice the ftrange 

remarks, and quaint jokes which pafled among 

oe @ 
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the failors, who were, varioufly, actuated 

by feelings of indolence, anxiety, or in- 

difference. One of them being called upon 
deck, and defired to go aloft, todo fomething 
that was expedient at the top of the maft, idly 

crawled up, from below, muttering, “I'd 

rather be drowned in the fea, dammee, 

than at the maft-head’”—another, obferving 
a paflenger in a fevere fit of vomiting, ex- 

claimed—‘ dammee, he’s only fick for 

want o grog”’—and a third, as if refponfive 

to the other, called out, “* ftiff breeze Jack. 

He'll be worfe yet! Steward! why don’t you 
give the gentleman a piece of fat pork to fettle 

his ftomach.” 

About five o’clock in the evening the 
florm began to abate; when torrents of 

rain leffened the wind, and brought the failors 

fome refpite from the haraffing, and perilous 

duties of the day. From thofe who have re- 

turned in fafety we hear many details of real, 

and of imaginary diftrefs, of ludicrous in- 

cidents, and of very truly afflifting, and me- _ 

lancholy events ; but the diftrefsful fum of the 

whole is, that the fleet is feverely damaged 3 
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many fhipsare loft; numbers of fouls have 
perifhed ; and the whole expedition is difabled _ 
and delayed. 

To repeat to you all the afflicting reports 

we hear on the fubje@, would itwell my 

Jetter into a volume: for, in addition to real 

and ferious ills, the reprefentations of paf- 

fengers, not accuftomed to the fea, magnify 

thofe of lefs importance into a terrific ca- 

talogue of injuries and difafters. Some loft | 

their baggage—fome their ftock and provi- 

fions: One laments his pig—another his goat 
-——another his poultry: Some were floating 

in their births, from water dafhing in at the 

fcuttles ; and others, finding the fea’ break in at 

the ftern and quarter-gallery windows, fan- 

cied themfelves to be drowning in their beds. 

'Pigs and fheep, chickens and ducks were 

_ wathed away by dozens. Hen-coops, filled 
with poultry, boats, binnacles, and quarter 

boards were all {wept off by the violence of 

the wind, or by the heavy feas that broke over 

the deck. Hogs and fheep put to fea in open. 

boats; ducks and geefe fwam off in their 

coops; naked goats fought the waves ; even 

13 
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chickens and turkies took to the water, and all 

‘were {een {wimming upon the ocean together. 

We were on fhore this morning at Port{- 

mouth, and, from the ramparts, faw the fhips 

of the returning fleet afflembled in foreft crowd 

at St. Helen’s. From thence, alfo, we had a 

more ample demonftration of the effe€s which 

the ftorm had produced immediately around 

us ; and I am forry to tell you that we find the 

injury more extenfive than we had imagined. 

Five or fix veffels lie, caft on fhore, clofe to the 

town, and feveral are driven aground in| 

Stokes’ Bay. Two are lying near to South-fea 

Caftle; an artillery fhip, with the Ocean 

tranfport, and a gun-boat, are on fhore directly 

under the ramparts, and lying, dry, quite out 

of thefea. Some, it is hoped, may be got off 

again, others are fo much injured, that they 

will be entirely loft. 

Our vifit to Portimouth was for the pur- 

pofe of procuring fome additional provifions 

for the paflage, and completing other neceflary 

purchafes; and, with acknowledgments for 

your kind attention, I may announce to you 
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that it afforded me the opportunity of receiving 

_ the gay {word, and {carlet embroidered fuit, in 

which your friend is dire&ed to exhibit his 

perfon. — | 

. We have alfo had a pleafant ramble, fince 
I laft wrote to you, to the Ifle of Wight, in 

fearch of eggs, poultry, and pigs to add to our 

fea ftore. F 

The report is, again, revived that we are 

to avail ourfelves of the firft hour of a fair 
wind to proceed to Cork, without waiting 

for any other veffel ; and we are all of accord 

in wifhing this may prove correét, for our 
prefent ftate of fufpenfe and uncertainty is 

growing, moft fadly, tedious and difagreeable. 

14 



LETTER XII. 

Military incertitude not inferior to the glorious uncertainty 
of the law. Examples in proof ofthis. The Ulyffes deflined 
to make aruniuing paffage, with troops, to Martinique: 

~Punifoment of flogging a failor round the fleet. 

H.M.S. Ulyffles, Nov. 23. 

Tur uncertainty of the law has eftablifhed 

itfelf into an adage : but I begin to fulpedt that, 

proverbial as it is, it muft yield to the fuperior 

incertitude of military fervice. Even the 

fickle elements, with which this fo intimately 

connects, are out-rivalled by it; for, uncertainty 

is, equally, its principle and its purfuit. In 

my laft letter [ mentioned to you that we were 

“to proceed to Cove the moment the wind .was 

fair, and, in this idea, we had written to our 

friends defiring them not to addrefs us, again, 

at Spithead, but to fend their letters to Ireland, 

that they might meet us at Cork. Now, we 

find that our deftination is again chamged, and 

indeed, within the two laft days, it has been fo 

rapidly altered and confirmed, fixed, reverfed, 
varied, and changed, again and again, that we 
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are, totally, at a lofs on what affurance to fix 

our faith. 

Yefterday we heard of new doubts 

and delays. The ftores of the Ulyffes were 
to be unftowed, in order to examine if any of 

them were injured by the gale ; they were to 

be removed, and the veffel given to the fervice _ 

of the Leeward Ifland army ; the was to pro- 

ceed direct to the Weft Indies with troops of 

Sir Ralph Abercromby’s divifion ; to go im- 

mediately to Cork, to take on board troops 
of the St. Domingo divifion; to be converted 

into an hofpital fhip; into a tranfport for 

ftores, &c. &c. &c., fo that, within the fhort 

round of twenty-four hours, the fhip and our-. 

{elves were deftined toan almoft infinite variety 

of {tations and purpofes. To-day the reports . 

have not been lefs multiplied or lefs varied, 

and the deftination of the Ulyfles, and her 

paflengers, has changed with almoft every 

pafling hour. In the morning it was fettled 

that the fhip was to proceed to the Weit 

Indies, with the Leeward Ifland convoy ; and 

that we were to remain on board, during her 

paflage down the Channel, but were to be dif- 
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tributed, into different fhips of the St. Domingo 

divifion, on arriving at a certain latitude, or 

whenever we fhould fall in with the St. Do- 

mingo convoy, from Cork; and this being 

mentioned to us as the final arrangement, we 

wrote a hurried line to a friend at Cove, beg- 

ging him to take charge of our letters, until we 

fhould meet at fea, or at St. Domingo. At 

noon the infpector general of hofpitals came on 

board to announce to us that the Ulyfles was 

to be, completely, fitted as an hofpital fhip, for 

the St. Domingo army ; and to be the receiving 

thip of the Cork divifion, during the paflage ; 

and, further, that we were not only to continue 

on board, but officially, and to confider our- 

felveson duty. Yet fcarcely had one fhort hour 

pafled away before a different arrangement 

was made; for, at one o’clock, it was again 

decided that the Ulyffes fhould proceed to 

Cork, and take in troops for St. Domingo; 

and fo completely did this feem to be fixed, 

that the purfer of the Trufty man of war, 

who was going to join his fhip, put his 

baggage on board, and fet off to Cork, by way 

of Milford Haven, aflured of meeting the 

Uly les at Cove. But evening had not. ar- 


